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Village News
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Monkton Heathfield,
West Monkton and Bathpool

West Monkton Primary School Fete - on one of the really
hot summer days.
The lady running the candy floss stall seems to be
wrapping herself in candy floss, which was fun to watch
but maybe not quite so much fun to do!
More on Page 11
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Useful Names and Telephone Numbers

Regular Bookings at the Village Hall

Rector: Rev. Mary Styles - 01823 410089
Lay Reader: Kevin Davenport - 01823 413628
Churchwarden: John Roynon - 01823 442997
P.C.C Secretary: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
P.C.C Treasurer: David Cooke Captain of Bell ringers: Pearl Jeanes - 412804
Church Flower Organiser: Angela Dill - 412395
Mothers’ Union: Betty Stone - 01823 331723
Benefice Office: Michele Hardiman - 01823 451257
Parish Council Clerk: Tricia Cavill - 01823 413524
Parish Council Chairman: Stuart Haskins -

Parent and Toddler Group: Monday 9:45am to
11:15am
West Monkton Pre School:
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 9:15 am to 3:00 pm
and
Tuesday and Friday 9:15 am to 12:15 pm during term
time
Writers Club:
7:30pm to 9:30pm Mondays and 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thursdays
Phoenix Camera Club: 7:00 to 10:00 pm Mondays
Pilates: 9:30 to 10:30 am Tuesdays and 9:30 am to
10:30 am Fridays, Heathfield Hall
Brownies: 6:00 to 7:30 pm Tuesdays
Model Boat Club: Tuesday evenings once a month 7:30
to 9:30 pm
Monkton Players: 8:00 to 10:00 pm Tuesdays
Taunton Ladies Chorus: 7:15 to 9:15 pm Tuesdays
Badminton: 2:00 to 3:00 pm Tuesdays & 8:00 to 10:00
pm Wednesdays
Bizzy Boots Line Dancing: 7:00 to 9:45 pm
Wednesdays
National Childbirth Trust:
10:00 am to 12 noon Wednesdays, Heathfield Hall
Coffee Morning: 10:00 to 11:30 am Thursdays
Fitness for Fun Classes: 6:00 to 7:00 pm Thursday
Monkton Evening WI:
7:30 pm on the fourth Thursday of the month
Ladies Afternoon Tea: 2:30 to 4:30pm, Heathfield Hall
on third Thursday of the month
Zumba Group: Thursday 7:30pm to 8:30pm (Except 4th
Thursdays)
Trams and Railways: 2:00 to 4:00 pm Monthly on a
Saturday
South West Orchid Society:
2:00 to 5:00 pm once a month on a Sunday
SGI Buddhist Group 10:00 am to 1:00pm on second
Sunday in the month.
Model Railways Quarterly on a Sunday
For more information on any of these groups please
contact:
Joyce Keyte 01823 412294 Email: joyce.keyte@virgin.net

07824410997

West Monkton Primary School Head:
Ian Robinson - 01823 412582
Heathfield Community School Head: Peter Hoare 01823 412396
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 01823 414141
Taunton Deane Community Transport: 01823
331266
Slinky Bus: 01823 331266 Mon-Fri. 9 am to 4 pm
(24hrs notice).
Neighbourhood Beat Manager: PC 4250 Andy
Beake
Police Community Support Officers: 101 and ask
for PC277 Steve Linton or PCSO 8412 Claire Escott
Village Hall:
Telephone, incoming calls only - 01823 412068
Booking Officer: Mrs Lyn Batt Tel: 01823 412089
Chairman: Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Vice Chairman: Iris Pigott 01823 413552
BACH (Brittons Ash Community Hall)
Chairman: Barry Gage 07752723311
barrygage125@btinternet.com
Booking Officer: Maggie Little 01823 323662
Assistant Clerk: A Shepherd
assistantclerk.wmpc@gmail.com
Useful E-Mail addresses & websites:
Community Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk
Parish Council Website: www.westmonkton.net
Litter Hotline: 01823 356356
Community Agent: Audrey Mansfield
Tel: 01823 331222
Mobile: 07870 577925
Email: audrey@somersetrcc.org.uk
Benefice Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-BeneficeWest-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfield-churches242102696183594/

Benefice website:
www.southquantockbenefice.org.uk
New Buildings and Developments enewsletter, to
sign up please email:
communications@westmonkton.net

Village News:
Please forward information for the next edition to the
Associate Editors,
Lorna Walters, Tel. 01823 412017
lc.walters33@btinternet.com
Dawn Watts, Tel. 01823 412201 dawnwattsdk@yahoo.co.uk
Village News Treasurer Ken Jones
Distribution of the Village News is organised by: Barry
Gage, Maggie & Gordon Little and David Pearson.
Submissions to Village News may be made by e-mail or by
hard copy. Please ask for a receipt to your e-mail to ensure
that it arrives. Items submitted will be subjected to editing if
necessary. The deadline for submissions for the November December 2017 Village News is 1st October 2017.
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Tacchi-Morris Open Day
Saturday 16th September, 12 noon – 4pm
Pantomime juvenile auditions, 9:30 – 11:30am
FREE for all the family
At the Ride and Stride on Saturday 9th September
the South Quantock Heritage Trails will be
launched between 10am and 5pm, when light
refreshments will be available in all churches.
Whether you are walking, cycling, driving or maybe
just browsing around one or more of these
fascinating places, you will find something to interest
you.
Free booklets will be available (and will continue to
be available) at West Monkton, Cheddon Fitzpaine,
Kingston St Mary and
Broomfield churches, which
are all open in daylight
hours.
There are four walks and
two cycle rides, which start
from either West Monkton
or Kingston St Mary
churches where there is
ample parking.
From the nationally important restoration of Gertrude
Jekyll’s gardens at Hestercombe to searching for
‘hunky-punks’ at St Mary’s, Kingston; from the stocks
in West Monkton churchyard to the woods and
streams of Fyne
Court; from the
fascinating
Industrial Heritage
of the TauntonBridgwater Canal
with part of a
National Cycle
Route on its
towpath to the
beauty of the Quantock Hills, an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty; or, from the five-century Warre family
story history which connects the parishes with
Hestercombe, all are there for you to come and
explore ... there is something for everyone and heaps
for all to do.
Part of the National Heritage Open Days Initiative - In
aid of your Parish Churches & Somerset Churches Trust

Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre opens its doors for four
hours of free fun! Come along and give one of the
many dance or drama classes a go, join in with the
Rock Show Chorus and Singing for Fun choirs, enjoy
free performances, live music and workshops, and
meet volunteers and staff. You can also find out how
you can help by volunteering during our busy
pantomime season this December! There will also be
a chance for you to meet the cast of our Christmas
pantomime Jack and the Beanstalk who will be
wandering around the centre all day to take photos
with you and sing songs. The Early Bird ticket deal
for the pantomime also ends on Sat 16 Sept so this
will be the last chance to book cheaper tickets for the
pantomime! Above Bounds Theatre Collective will be
performing The Ugly Duckling & Other Tales, a show
for children aged 3-8 based on the classic Hans
Christian Anderson fairy tales using songs, shadow
puppetry and a little of your input to tell this famous
tale. They will also be running two shadow puppetry
workshops for children aged 4+. So come along and
help us celebrate the start of another season!

Copy deadline for November - December 2017 is 1st October 2017
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Bulbs
Now is the time to start thinking about next spring
and getting your bulb orders in. It is always fun to sit
down with a plant catalogue in the sunshine!
We struggle with bulbs at Hestercombe as there
always seems to be a willing animal to dig them up.
The badgers seem to like them. In fact this year we
have tried planting bulbs in pots, covering the pot in
chicken wire and then sinking the whole pot. It works
with slimmer stemmed bulbs but wouldn't work for
tulips.
Ideal planting times are:
· end of September for spring flowering bulbs such
as Daffodils, Crocus, Hyacinth, Frittilaria and
Scilla plus many more
· September to October is fine for hardy summer
flowering bulbs, such as, Lilies, Alliums and
Crocosmia.
· Tulips can wait until November - in fact I have left
it as long as January and they have been fine.
How to plant:
As a rule of thumb plant bulbs at a depth at least
double their height, if not triple, and space them at
least twice the bulb’s own width apart.
Try to plant them the right way up. With bulbs like
Tulips this is obvious but others can be trickier! The
basal plate should have a couple of roots showing

though so these go at the bottom.
Where to plant:
Most hardy bulbs, including tulips and daffodils,
prefer a warm, sunny site with good drainage as they
come from areas with dry summer climates - so if
planting in a pot make sure that you add good
drainage with broken crocks and gravel to keep it all
free draining. Most bulbs survive being cold but not
cold and wet.
If you are planting in a bed, bulbs tend to look better
en masse and planted in groups rather than
individually.
If you are planting into lawns, just lift the piece of turf,
plant your bulb and replace. The bulb will find its own
way up through the soil - as long as the soil is not too
heavy and dense.

If you are growing different bulbs together to
complement each other just check the flowering
times to make sure they are in sync.
Some people like to make
'bulb lasagne' - this is when
you plant bulbs in a pot in
layers to get constant
flowering. Have a look at
Sarah Raven’s website for
some ideas.
There are lots of other
plants that can be planted
with spring bulbs to
complement them. Bedding
plants like forget-me-nots,
Bellisperennis, pansies and
wallflowers are good. In a bed Hellebores and
Eranthus look good.
At Great Dixter in Sussex they plant spring bulbs
under their Ceratostigma plumbaginoides. The
Ceratostigma is a late flowerer and is below the soil
until about June so the bulbs have time to come up
and disappear again before it arrives.
Once the bulbs are flowering it is good to deadhead.
This means that the plant will stop putting all it’s
energy into making seeds and will instead transfer
the energy back into the bulb ready for the following
year.
Once the bulbs
are over try to
be patient and
not cut them
back. This can
look a bit
messy, so we tie
ours up in knots.
This leaves
more room for
the other plants and means that the plant can still
photosynthesise and keep storing energy in it’s bulb.
It is worth continuing to water and feed at this point
too.
If you are digging spent bulbs up for next year - or
emptying a pot - lift and clean the bulbs, taking off
the flaky tunic, soil etc, trim back the roots, lay the
bulbs out for a few days to dry and then store them in
a LABELLED paper bag or net in a cool dry place.
Where to buy bulbs:
There are loads of bulb packed catalogues to order
from but, if you want to buy local, make sure you try
Broadleigh bulbs and Avon bulbs. Both will give you
expert advice too and you can see their display
gardens.
For some inspiration, try and get to the Garden
House in Devon to see their bulb meadow. Exbury
gardens in Hampshire have a wonderful daffodil
meadow, and, although it may be too far to travel,
google Longwood Gardens for brilliant bulb
inspiration.
Claire Greenslade
(Head Gardener, Hestercombe)

Copy deadline for November - December 2017 is 1st October 2017
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Singathon in the Village Hall
On Sunday afternoon, June 25th, in the Heathfield
Room at West Monkton Village Hall, we witnessed a
SINGATHON!
A marathon lasts 26 miles. Being a singer, Amélie
Lloyd decided to sing 26 solo songs in one sitting in
order to raise funds for a theatre course she hoped to
attend in the summer holidays!
Amélie is a Year 9 pupil at Heathfield Community
School; she has singing lessons with her Milvertonbased teacher, Lisa Tustian. She lives to sing, and
loves to sing!
Amélie has trodden the boards at the Brewhouse
Theatre, Yeovil’s Octagon and our own Tacchi Morris
Arts Centre, and last year she even sang with the
National Youth Choir at the Albert Hall in London. In
February she was named Taunton Junior Young
Singer 2017 in the Taunton Festival; and, just four
days after her Singathon, she gained a Distinction in
her Grade 6 singing exam.
In January, Amélie auditioned for a place with Youth
Music Theatre UK. She was invited to join them for a
three week intensive residential course in August.
The first two weeks’ acting workshop was to be held
at Wellington Academy in Tidworth, Wiltshire; then
the whole company were to move to the Theatre
Royal, Margate where there would be four
performances of a new production of the musical
“Jabberwocky”, inspired by Lewis Carol’s “Alice
Through the Looking Glass”.
Amélie’s initial excitement at being selected was
muted by the fact that this amazing opportunity was
going to cost more than £1500 in fees, plus
expenses; so she decided that fundraising must
begin.
With her Mum and Dad, Amélie applied to the Youth
Music Theatre UK Bursary Scheme for some
assistance and was awarded a bursary. Amélie had
won £50 through her Premium Bonds, and she put
that money into the pot, along with her £100 prize
from the Taunton Junior Young Singer competition.
She also added in Birthday and Christmas presents;
she sold sweets to her school friends (kindly donated
by Bookers Ltd); and she raised money in other ways
too. Despite all of this, the fees were still beyond
reach - hence the decision to undertake the
“Singathon”.

The Village Hall was booked; the running order was
arranged; Amélie’s Dad helped organise the backing
tracks; Amélie practiced hard and told everyone she
met about the event. Sponsor forms were distributed,
cakes were made, and the family just hoped that
people would come to support Amélie … and they did
– lots of them!

Amélie

On Sunday June 25th at 2pm Amélie started to sing a
variety of songs from Folk to Opera, Songs from the
Shows to modern Musical Theatre and everything in
between! Tea and cakes were served to about 80
friends and family, and, at about 4.40pm, Amélie
finished her Singathon with “Greenfinch and Linnet
Bird” from “Sweeney Todd” – possibly one of the
most demanding modern songs for a soprano. It was
her 26th song in a row – and she nailed it!
Amélie had tremendous support for her Singathon.
When the sponsorship and donations were added up
they totalled more than £1000! We are so very
grateful to so many people for their great generosity.
Thank you to everyone for a really enjoyable and
hugely successful afternoon.

Monkton Players
The Monkton Players’ next production on 26, 27 and 28 October in the village hall will
be the hilarious comedy “Dying to Meet You” by Ron Hutson.
Richard and Barbara are a happily married couple whose children have now left home.
Their neighbours Tom and Beryl are also good friends. The trouble starts when, at
Tom’s suggestion, Richard rents their spare room to Clive, an undertaker. Unfortunately, he has not told
Barbara who has also rented the room to Gina, a young Italian with very little English. Things become more
complicated when Beryl, a former actress, is convinced that Clive is a director in the theatre and she hopes he
can help her back onto the stage. Add to this a zealous tax inspector and Gina’s mysterious Italian uncle with
links to the Mafia, and you have all the ingredients for absolute bedlam.
We look forward to seeing you there, so look out for our posters around the village and check our website for
ticket availability. www.monktonplayers.co.uk
Copy deadline for November - December 2017 is 1st October 2017

Page 6

West Monkton Parish Council Logo
Competition
It has been agreed to have a Parish competition to
design a Parish Council logo.
Why does the Parish Council need a logo?
West Monkton Parish is growing rapidly and now
includes a wide diversity of residents, activities, and
employment, as well as covering a wide and diverse
area from the edge of the Quantocks AONB to
Motorway junction 25.
The Parish does not have a historic coat of arms to
adopt, so the logo would need to reflect the
community, as well as the physical, geographical and
historic features of West Monkton Parish in a simple,
modern style.
The logo will be used on the Parish Council web-site,
Facebook page, headed note paper, documents and
signs, and anything else that needs the WMPC logo
on it.
The Competition
The competition is open to all ages. Competitors
must be residents of the Parish. Entries are
encouraged from all ages.
There will be four categories for entry:
· Primary School attendees
· Secondary School attendees
· Other Individual entries
· Group / Team entries
Two or three finalists will be short-listed from each
category by a judging panel. The finalists will make a
presentation of their design to the judging panel,
following which, one overall winner will be selected.

The Parish Council will retain copyright of the
winning design: there might be slight adjustments to
the final version for technical reasons.
Closing Date
30th October 2017

The Activities Committee of St Augustine’s Church
Invite you to the

Singles Club
·

The Prize
Each finalist will receive a £10.00 prize and the
winner of the competition will receive a £50.00 prize.
In addition the winning logo will appear on the Parish
Council website, facebook page, papers and signs.
Entries
Entries should be original designs that reflect the
community and the parish and have a simple,
modern and relevant theme.
The design should be in colour and should include
the words ‘West Monkton Parish Council’.
Entries should be on A4 size paper, either sent by
post (2 Hill Farm Cottages, West Monkton, Taunton,
TA2 8LW) or scanned and sent to the Clerk
(clerk.westmonktonoc@yahoo.co.uk) or the Assistant
Clerk (assistantclerk.wmpc@gmail.com).
The design should be big enough to allow the judges
to clearly see what is represented (with explanatory
notations if wished) and capable of still being clear
when reduced in size to approximately 3.5 cm wide,
2.5 cm high, which is the approximate size the actual
logo would be on a printed A4 page.
The name, age, category and contact information of
the individual or team members should be provided;
parental approval for entries from under 18 year-olds
is required. The winner’s name (individual or team)
will be published.

Tuesday 12 September
Lunch at the Harvest Moon.
12noon for 12:15pm

Annual Harvest Supper
in West Monkton Village Hall
on Monday, 25th September
at 7:00pm for 7:30pm

Tuesday October 10th
Meal at
The Orchard Inn
Hillcommon
12noon for
12:15pm

Hot main course plus a wonderful selection of
delicious home-made puddings
Ticket price includes a drink:
Adult £10
Child under 12 £6

For either event please phone names to
Di Besley on 01823 412857

Tickets from:
Di Besley (01823 412857)
Katharin Dalton (01823 412278)
Tiggie Reeves (01823 412657)

·

If you are new to the village, Singles Club is a
great way to meet new people. Any single
person is most welcome.
We meet on the second Tuesday in the month
for a variety of activities.
It is a very friendly group of about 35 people.
More information:
Dianne Besley 01823 412857
Copy deadline for November - December 2017 is 1st October 2017
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Six Rectors
of St Augustine’s West Monkton

Maurice was Rural Dean of Taunton North for nine
years to 1972 and was installed in Wells Cathedral as
Prebendary of Timberscombe in 1971. As a broad
A series by Anthony Pugh-Thomas, where, this time,
churchman himself he sought to discourage narrow
he considers:
forms of churchmanship of any kind. He was chairman
of the governors of West Monkton Primary School, the
A Bush Brother, with a life long interest in
history and Rector for the three villages when Taunton Rotary Club and of the steering committee
they were still separate from Taunton.
that introduced the Samaritans** to the Taunton area.
As rector, Maurice chaired the ancient trust,
The Rev. Maurice E Roynon
established in 1185, that is responsible for the Spital
Rector 1954 -1974
Charity Almshouses. This responsibility accorded with
Maurice Elsworth Roynon was born in 1912 of a
his particular passion for historical research and he
farming family originating in North Somerset at
was an active member of the Somerset Record
Moreton in the Chew Valley, a site now covered by
Society and the Somerset Archaeological Society; he
the Chew Valley reservoir. His family moved to nearby was founding president of the Taunton Deane branch
Burrington where they farmed and later ran a café.
of the Historical Association. Perhaps his most
He attended Colston Boys School in Bristol and then
valuable publication was the chapter he contributed to
Bristol University where, in 1933, he obtained a
the book “Christianity in Somerset “ by Dr Robert
degree in history. History was a long-term interest
Dunning published in 1974.
and he was studying for an MA when he died in 1974. During his time as rector, Maurice wrote an
He married Doris May (nee Smith) at St Aldhelm’s,
informative history of St Augustine’s church and
Bedminster on 3rd April 1945.
instituted the renovation of the Lady
After training at Salisbury Theological College,
Chapel and the restoration of the
Maurice was appointed deacon in 1935 and ordained church roof together with a general
at Bristol Cathedral in 1935. From 1935 to 1938 he
repainting of the interior. He was
was a curate at St Aldhelm’s Bedminster and then
also an authority on Somerset
became a bush padre in Australia until 1945; serving
Turnpike Trusts and a wellwith the Bush Brotherhood * of St Paul in Queensland informed amateur botanist who took
where he traveled many thousands of miles by car
pleasure in identifying the many
visiting the outlying settlements.
woodland species of flowers to be
After returning to Great Britain, Maurice looked after
found in and around the village.
his native parish of Burrington for a short while before The Rev. Maurice Roynon was
moving to East Pennard and Pylle in 1946 as rector.
universally popular and trusted,
In 1954 he moved to West Monkton. During his
notwithstanding that he could be
incumbency West Monkton consisted of the three
direct and outspoken and was no respecter of rank or
distinct parts, being the Village itself, Monkton
title; he used to be particularly irritated by people who
Heathfield and Bathpool. Between 1954 and 1974
did not reply to letters, whom he labeled CROWS –
there was very little new building in the village itself
“Can’t read or write”.
apart from an increase in the number of bungalows in He was remembered as an ideal pastor for a diverse
Greenway and the construction of Heathfield Drive,
semi-rural community still separate from Taunton.
Sylvan Way and Thornash Close in Monkton
* The Bush Brotherhood operated from Charleville in
Heathfield.
One of Maurice’s first acts on his arrival in the parish
Queensland and encompassed temporary vows of
was to enquire whether there were any sick people
poverty, chastity and obedience; duties included
and he then visited them before attending to the
religious instruction in schools, holding services and
business side of moving into the Rectory. His years in administering sacraments. After a period in the bush
Australia had made him totally lacking in classthe traveling priests returned to the community house
consciousness and he was well-liked and as active
for spiritual replenishment. The Brothers were either
among the Council houses on the Elms Estate as he
single or left their wives behind during their period of
was in the more affluent parts of the village. This
service. Many were recruited from England where life
concern for his parishioners, whether or not
in the Outback had a romantic appeal: they were
churchgoers, was to typify his two decades as Rector described as a “band of men” that could “preach like
and was reflected by the high turn-out at village social Apostles” and “ride like cowboys”.
evenings, bazaars and similar events that he
organised.
** The Samaritans is a registered charity, founded in
During Mr Roynon’s incumbency the church
1953 by Chad Varah, a Church of England vicar, that
authorities wanted churches to abandon the 1662 or
provides emotional support to anyone in emotional
the 1928 forms of service in favour of new versions.
distress or at risk of suicide throughout the United
This was put to the Parochial Church Council that
Kingdom and Ireland, often through their telephone
unanimously rejected the proposal. It fell to Maurice to helpline. The name comes from the Biblical parable of
tell the Council that the authorities would have their
the Good Samaritan, though the organisation is
way in any event – a decision that many members of
secular.
the parish found regrettable.
Copy deadline for November - December 2017 is 1st October 2017
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Message from the
Rector,
Mary Styles

Lights in the Rectory
Garden
(indoors if wet)
31st October 6:00pm – 7:30pm

Welcome, welcome,
welcome!
We are putting on a very
special welcome in each of
our 4 church buildings on
Saturday 9th September from 10am until 5pm. Of
course you are welcome at any time (the churches
are open every day) and you are especially
welcome on 9th September because there will be
someone there to greet you and to serve you with
some great refreshments.
It is the weekend we are part of the launch of the
South Quantock Heritage Trail (and coincides with
the Ride and Stride national weekend). In addition
to a warm welcome and refreshments - there will be
information about our buildings as well as maps of
the trail as a whole. The celebrations and welcome
continue to Sunday 10th Sept at 10am when we will
have a united church service at Cheddon.
Jesus welcomed everyone to be with him when he
walked this earth, and continues to do so now he is
with his Father. He says, “Come to me!” Jesus
provides our greatest example. As people and as
Parishes, we try to emulate that welcome - both
within our ancient buildings - and as we reach out to
our local communities: to neighbours, to schools
and beyond.
With September (from 12th) comes the restart of the
“Cuppa and a Chat” welcome at West Monkton
School - volunteers from our local churches serve
drinks to parents and carers coming to collect
children every Tuesday from 2:30-3:30pm. With so
many newcomers to the school this continues to be
an important place to meet and get to know
neighbours new and old. Anyone is welcome to
come along and have a cuppa and a chat - why not
invite your new neighbour to come too?
And looking further ahead we will be re-running our
very successful “Lights at the Rectory” on the
evening of 31st October - providing a light-filled
space for children and parents out looking for treats.
Jesus says; “Come to me!”
Our welcome extends to YOU, to all our regular
activities, too - Sunday worship, mid-week
communions and many other events - or if you
would just like a private chat. Up-to-date information
is on our new website and also on our Facebook
page - search for “South Quantock Benefice”.
And one last thing - I am planning to walk between
our 4 churches on 9th September - if you would like
to join me (for all or part of that walk) - you would be
very welcome! - Do get in touch, or look out for the
advertising - a few of us will be striding together.

On this dark night – come and
light a candle in the Rectory garden and say a prayer
for someone if you wish.
“Treats” for the children

With love in Christ,
Mary

Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/SouthQuantock-Benefice-West-Monkton-Cheddon-KingstonBroomfield-churches-242102696183594/

16 Bishops Close, Bathpool

All Saints Day Service at The Rectory
Weds 1st November 2:00 pm
We will incorporate All Saints Day during the Home
Communion service at The Rectory
**************
All Souls Day Service at West Monkton
Thursday 2nd November 6:30 pm
Come along with friends and family. There will be an
opportunity to light a candle to remember a loved one

Ride & Stride for Churches
Saturday, 9th September
10am – 5pm
Also Launching:

The South Quantock Heritage Trail
Heritage walks, cycle routes, and drives
Part of the National Heritage Open Days initiative
In aid of your Parish Churches &
Somerset Churches Trust
Collect your Free Booklet from any of the churches West Monkton, Kingston St Mary, Cheddon Fitzpaine
or Broomfield and then start on your journey of
discovery ...
All our churches will be open from 10am to 4 or 5pm
Refreshments and a big welcome at the ready!
The weekend will culminate in a
special united service at Cheddon Fitzpaine church
10am on Sunday 10th September

Copy deadline for November - December 2017 is 1st October 2017
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South Quantock Benefice Services
Please note these services are subject to change
If in doubt please call the Benefice Office on
01823 451257 or a local Church Warden

3rd September 12th Sunday after Trinity (36)
8:00am
Holy Communion BCP
Kingston
10:00am
Communion service inc baptisms
West Monkton
10:00am
Tetton Farm Animal Service (See below)
6th September
Wednesday
2:00pm
Home Communion at The Rectory,
Bathpool
10th September 13th Sunday after Trinity (37)
8:00am
Holy Communion BCP West Monkton
10:00am
United Heritage service
Cheddon
6:00pm
Evening Prayer
West Monkton
17th September 14th Sunday after Trinity (38)
8:00am
Holy Communion BCP
Kingston
10:00am
Communion service inc. baptisms
West Monkton
11:00am
Communion Service
Broomfield
20th September
Wednesday
2:00pm
Home Communion at Chatri, Lyngford
Lane, TA2 7LL
24th September 15th Sunday after Trinity (39)
8:00am
Holy Communion BCP West Monkton
10:00am
Communion service
Cheddon
10:00am
Communion service
Kingston
10:00am
Harvest Festival
West Monkton
6:00pm
Harvest Service with drinks & nibbles
Broomfield
1st October 12th Sunday after Trinity
(40)
8:00am
Holy Communion BCP
Kingston
10:00am
Communion service
West Monkton
10:00am
Family Service
Kingston
11:00am
Family Service
Broomfield
4th October Wednesday
2:00pm
Home Communion at The Rectory,
Bathpool

From the St Augustine’s Church records:
Baptism
We welcome the newly baptized into the community
of the church of Christ and pray that they may grow
in the life of the Holy Spirit:
2nd July Ruby Grace McWilliams
Weddings
We wish joy and lasting fulfilment to:
8th July
29th July
5th August

Mark Essex & Stephanie Jeffery
Peter Skelly & Rachael Gibson
Geoffrey Bent & Monica White

8th October
8:00am
10:00am
11:00am

17th Sunday after Trinity
(41)
Holy Communion BCP West Monkton
Harvest service
Kingston
Harvest service followed by lunch
Cheddon
6:00pm
Evening Prayer
West Monkton
15th October 18th Sunday after Trinity (42)
8:00am
Holy Communion BCP
Kingston
10:00am
Communion service in baptisms
West Monkton
11:00am
Communion Service
Broomfield
18th October Wednesday
2:00pm
Home Communion at Chatri, Lyngford
Lane, TA2 7LL
22nd October 19th Sunday after Trinity
(43)
8:00am
Holy Communion BCP West Monkton
10:00am
Communion service
Cheddon
10:00am
Communion service
Kingston
10:00am
Family Service
West Monkton
6:00pm
Evening Prayer
Broomfield
29th October Last Sunday after Trinity/Bible
Sunday
(44)
10:00am
Benefice United Service Broomfield
6:00pm
Healing Service
Kingston
We are currently looking at the way ahead for Messy
Church please see our Website or Facebook for
details
1st November
All Saints Day Service
There will be a service of Home
Communion incorporating All Saints at
The Rectory on Wednesday November
1st at 2:00pm
2nd November
All Souls Day Service
6:30pm Service at West Monkton
church

On Sunday 5th November we welcome Bishop
Ruth to celebrate All Saints with us at a United
Benefice Service in Kingston St Mary at 10am

Benefice Animal Service
10.00am on Sunday 3rd September
At: Tetton Farm, Tarr Lane,
Kingston St Mary, TA2 8HY
by kind permission of Peter and Jane House
Animals, large or small, warmly welcome – do bring
ponies, dogs or any pets.
For animal health reasons cloven footed animals
cannot be included.
If the weather is wet the service will be held under
cover at the farm.
Straw bales will be provided for seating. Wrap up
warm!
Please do come with or without your
animals
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Cheddon & West Monkton
Film Club

I can't believe I am writing this for the
September/October issue - where has this year gone?
I do hope you were able to enjoy the sunshine and,
hopefully, we will have some more before the children
return to school.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Matt, at
our wonderful Monkton Heathfield Coop store, for
having our Hearing Dogs collecting box in his store
and to thank everyone for their generosity. Since the
store opened you have already donated an amazing
£180.29; thank you so much.
Since I started fundraising for Hearing Dogs, back in
2003, I've always had a burning desire to organise a
"Dogs Dinner", meaning a black tie dinner event. As it
is the 35th Anniversary this year, why not go for it I
thought!
So, yes, we are booked at The Somerset County
Cricket Club for November 17th. Tickets will be £30,
which includes a three-course meal plus
entertainment. Hopefully a grand raffle, auction and
maybe even a celebrity guest.
No harm in hoping. Watch this space! I sincerely hope
you will be able to join us to celebrate the 35th
Anniversary of this wonderful charity.
As always I thank you for your continued support,
My very best wishes,
From Lin Keitch
Taunton and District F.R Branch.
53 School Road, TA2 8PE
01823 412888

Time:

Autumn Season Films
Where: Cheddon Memorial Hall
When: 3rd Friday, monthly from
October
6:30pm for 7:00pm

Friday 20th October
The Levelling
An Independent local
production.
Somerset England.
Trainee vet Clover
Catto returns home
after hearing of her
brother Harry’s death –
in what appears to be
suicide. Finding the
family farm in a state of
horrendous disrepair
following the 2014
floods that devastated
the area. Clover is
forced to confront her
father. Her discoveries
send her on an emotional journey of reckoning –
with her family, her childhood and herself.
Friday 17th November
Another Mother’s Son
On Nazi-occupied Jersey
during World War II Lou
takes in and hides an
escaped Russian POW.
As the island community
spirit begins to fray under
pressure of hunger,
occupation and divided
loyalty, Lou fights to
preserve her family’s
sense of humanity and to
protect the Russian boy
as if he was her own.

Friday 15th December – Christmas ‘Party’ Night
Whiskey Galore
This is a remake of the
classic Ealing comedy.
Scottish islanders who
have run out of local
whisky try to plunder
cases of whisky from a
stranded ship!
For more information
please email:
cwmfilmclub@btinternet
.com
or ring: 01823 412278
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BATHPOOL CHAPEL
Sunday morning service
normally starts @ 1030 so if
you are new to the area or
looking for a Church you will be
made most welcome.

A word for consideration:
“O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter
does?” declares the Lord. “Like clay in the hand of the
potter, so are you in my hand” Jeremiah 18 v 6 NIV
Services in September & October
September:
3rd - Speaker, Duane Allen
10th - Speaker, Rev David Thirkell – Service &
Communion
17th - Speaker, Tony Bushell
24th - To Be Confirmed, see Notice Board
October:
1st - Speaker, Colin Figures
15th - Speaker, John Scott from SWEEPS
22nd - Speaker, John Salter from the Gideons
29th - Speaker, Terry Anning
Note: The Chapel may have appointed a new Pastor
before September in which case some of these
services above may change. Please check with our
outside Notice Board.
Forthcoming Events:
Coffee Mornings - Saturdays 3rd September & 1st
October
10am – 12noon. Tea, coffee, free refill, cakes and
bacon/egg baps in the cosy setting of our chapel or in
the garden if weather permits. Bric a brac tables. All
welcome, even your well behaved dog.
Bible study and fellowship - Tuesday evenings: 5th,
12th, 19th, 26th September and 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th,
31st October.
Gather at 7:15pm for 7:30 – 9:00pm study and prayer.
All welcome to these very open times of discussion.

Music Group - Wednesday evenings, 6th
September and 4th October, 8:00pm until 10:30pm.
Easy going music, stories, poetry.
If you play an instrument, sing, read poetry, or would
like to come along and just enjoy the ambience you
are welcome.
Light refreshments and donation appreciated.
For more information contact Dave or Jane Cooke
on 07879812077 or 07900570369
Shoeboxes for Romania - This year the Chapel is
again joining with SWEEPS, South West England
European Prayer Support in their quest to continue
sending help in many different ways to the needy
community of Brasov, Eastern Romania.
This was started over 25 years ago by John and
Andrea Scott after they visited the country following
political instability and the death of their leader.
Most aid is in the form of filled shoeboxes loaded
onto pallets and taken direct by lorry to Romania for
onward distribution when the weather gets really bad
with snow and continual freezing temperatures.
The Chapel will be a collecting point for these
shoeboxes until 12th November when they have to
be made ready for the journey in early December.
Last year shoeboxes filled a full size articulated lorry.
Costs are kept to an absolute minimum with no
forms to complete as in past years with Samaritans
Purse & Operation Christmas Child. Shoeboxes may
be available to fill from the Chapel.
Further details from Clive Hooper, 01278 457221,
07889228002 or email c.hooper731@btinternet.com
West Monkton Primary School Outreach
People from the chapel are involved in this on
Tuesday afternoons from 2:15pm to about 3:30pm.
This is a time of meeting and greeting people coming
to collect children with the opportunity to have a
Cuppa and a Chat and form relationships in a natural
way. Through this we hope to open up a way, at an
appropriate time, to
tell them about Jesus.
More helpers are
needed so if you are
interested speak to
Clive or Rev Mary at
West Monkton
Church. Mary’s
contact details are in
this magazine.

West Monkton
Primary School
Fete, the first one
on the new site,
was a great
success. The
weather was hot,
the tug-of-war
teams strong, the
stall holders keen
to make money.
A wonderful time
was had by all
who attended.
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Somerset Birds
Meteorological autumn is now upon us although cynics
might say it began this year in June. In fact it has, in
many respects, been a typical British summer, often
with long, hot sunny spells, yet plenty of cloud and
rainy spells. Such variation is good for breeding birds,
many of which, despite cool spells in April and May,
have had productive seasons. My nest-boxes on the
Quantocks have done particularly well. Every Pied
Flycatcher box has succeeded, some bringing off high
broods of seven or eight, which is unusual and
testimony to the good numbers of flying insects on the
wing.
With the vital task of breeding complete our summer
visitors immediately feel the restless urge to migrate.
Some, like Swifts, left at the end of July and in early
August and we notice this by their absence. Others slip
away hardly noticed. Nightingales are rarely seen,
even at migration watch-points after early June, and
wading birds, breeding in the northern Arctic, begin
their return flights as early as July. Adult Cuckoos are
long gone by then, leaving their offspring to make their
own journeys to Africa without guidance and alone.

developing nestlings and late chicks are sometimes
deserted, particularly if feeding conditions are poor.
Sand Martins, common elsewhere, are less familiar
to us in Somerset. We lack the sandy soils,
riverbanks and quarries they need to dig out their
nesting burrows and very few pairs breed here.
Nevertheless they are quite common on passage,
over local rivers and reservoirs.
All three species readily mix in pre-migration flocks
and gatherings along overhead wires in September
and October are familiar to all. Departure is

Swallows gathering ready to migrate

protracted. Most are gone by early October but
stragglers can been seen into early November. In
recent years some, a very few, have wintered in the
far south-west, particularly on Scilly, an interesting
change in survival strategy.
Sand Martins winter in the Sahel area of Africa from
Senegal eastwards, and in east Africa south to
Mozambique. The winter range of the House Martin
is less well known. Ringing recoveries are very few,
but observations suggest they spend these months in
the remote equatorial zones, above the rain forests.
Much more is known about the Swallow, and
recoveries here have shown our British birds winter
in the far south of the continent, mostly in Cape
Swallow
Province of South Africa. Reedbeds around
Capetown can hold many thousands of roosting birds
The most visible sign of autumn migration is the
from November to February, when the return trip
departure of our Swallows and their near relatives, the north begins.
Martins. We have two species of the latter, the Sand
Swallows are still common and widespread, yet they
and the House Martin, both with very different nesting
are in slow decline. My own observations this year
habits, but like the Swallow both long distance migrants show that some long-established sites have been
wintering south of the Sahara.
deserted. There are probably several causes, but
Swallows are one of our most familiar birds, and as
one is certainly pressure in their wintering grounds.
harbingers of spring, one of our best-loved. We tend to A South African friend recently told me a large
think of them as 'our own' but in fact, apart from
reedbed near Durban, an important feeding and
breeding they are perhaps best regarded as African
roosting site for local, as well as visiting Swallows,
birds. Arriving here in April, they quickly set about the
was drained when the new airport was built. Such
business of nesting, building their open cups of mud
factors are bound to impact on populations. It would
and saliva, lined with feathers and thin grass stems, in be a sad indeed if the arrival of the first Swallow of
the darker corners of barns and outhouses. Usually
spring, universally welcomed, became a rare event.
they will rear two broods, but not uncommonly, three.
House Martins, with which Swallows are often
Brian Hill
confused despite being very different in appearance,
Somerset Ornithological Society welcomes people
build their closed nests under the eaves or gable ends whatever their level of interest in birds. Our next outdoor
meeting is at Avalon Marshes on Saturday September 9th
of houses. They too sometimes have three broods,
at 0930. Meet at the RSPB Car Park map ref ST 48 398 All
nesting well into late October. Sadly, on occasion, the
are welcome. Stout footwear and packed lunch advisable.
urge to migrate overrides that of feeding the
Please contact me on 01823 443503 for further details.
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Hands Reaching Out,
For Everyone
September, the start of a new school term and for
some children a new adventure. A step up from pre –
school but for some it will be just a change of
classes, teachers and rooms. They will already be
familiar with seeing people out the front of the school
grounds offering a cheery “hello” or similar to them or
their parents so nothing will change.
But for other first timers all will be new, including the
“Cuppa and a Chat” team that operates on Tuesday
afternoons before and after the end of school. For
some parents, guardians, grans or grandads it may
be the first time but they will get the same warm and
friendly welcome as everyone else has done.
Also the offer of a cuppa or a soft drink and biscuit
for the child. New conversations and, hopefully, new
relationships being formed and existing ones being
strengthened.

At the end of the summer term we were involved
in the year 6 leavers’ Experience Day, along with
other people all doing different things to help the
children in their transition from Primary to
Secondary or such like.
One of our projects was based on the poem
‘Footprints’, written by Mary Stevenson in 1936
when she was 14 years old, it tells of troubled times
in her life when Jesus carried her. This was what we
set out to convey to the hundred or so children from
West Monkton, Cheddon Fitzpaine and Creech St
Michael schools.
The ‘Messy Church’ group came up with the idea
and various people formed three groups doing
different things:
1. Children formed their own Footprint on card with
coloured sand and included a prayer.
2. Clouds were formed in beakers and coloured
liquid poured on slowly, filtering through like prayers
being offered to God.
3. A short course with obstacles and slightly heavy
articles representing troubles to be carried but being
affirmed all the way that Jesus will help them at all
times.
The other activity we did was a journey conveyed by
puppets and a video.
A wonderful day all round was experienced by all
involved.
Clive Hooper, on behalf of the “Cuppa and a Chat”
team

Grow for Syria - update
We have had a brilliant couple of fundraisers over the
summer. In June we held a Growers' Question Time
at JWBlooms cut flower nursery, in Hillcommon.
It was a boiling hot day and we had some great
questions, my favourite was, 'What is the naughtiest
thing that you've ever done in a garden?'.
Katie Venner, from Tracebridge, managed to cook
food over a fire for over 125 people. Salad was
supplied by Trill Farm Garden and White Post Bakery
supplied some amazing sourdough breads.
It was a really lovely atmosphere; families and
friends sitting in the shade of umbrellas, children
keeping cool under a garden sprinkler, and we
managed to raise over £2000 for Help Refugees UK.
Then in July, the garden at 5 The Street was open for
the first time. An amazing array of cakes were baked
- no two were
the same which meant
there were so
many to try that
some people
(no names
mentioned)
literally had

eight pieces of cake!
We also sold plants and handmade cards. The
weather stayed dry and over £500 was raised - so a
massive thank you to everyone who came and
supported.
This all means that, since the project started in
March, we
have raised
nearly £4000.
I am working
with Help
Refugees UK
to see if we
can make this
a nationwide
fundraiser
and get other gardeners involved, either through
plant sales, open gardens, talks etc so watch this
space!
Once again thank you to anyone that has supported
any of these events. Help Refugees are a small,
hands on charity that do such an amazing job in
some really difficult conditions. Check out their
website www.helprefugees.org.uk to see what they
are up to and others ways that you may be able to
help.
Claire Greenslade

Instagram: @growforsyria
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Parish Council News
Website
Please visit www.westmonkton.net where you will
find all the latest information about what is going on
in the Parish. Assistant Clerk, Amy Shepherd is
making some great improvements to the site so that
it is clearer and easier to find information. If you can’t
find what you are looking for please phone or email
the Clerks:
clerk.westmonktonpc@yahoo.c.uk
assistantclerk.wmpc@gmail.com
01823 413 524
If you have an event with some photos that you
would like to put on the website, or any other material
of interest to the community, please contact the
Assistant Clerk, Amy Shepherd
assistantclerk.wmpc@gmail.com
Facebook Page
The Parish Council has launched a new Facebook
page. The page is updated on a regular basis with
news relevant to the Parish including a link to village
news and new building and development news, bus
route changes and road improvements. Dates of
upcoming Parish Council and Committee meeting
and Parish Surgeries are also included. Please ‘like’
the page available at
www.facebook.com/westmonktonparishcouncil
Logo Competition
See Page 6 for all the details.
Bus route
You can find details of the no 2 bus service that now
serves the Parish using the address below – or go
the www.somerset.gov.uk. Go to ‘Roads, parking and
transport’, then click on ‘Travel Somerset’ follow the
links, and the bus services will be available on
screen, from which you can print your own copy of
the timetable.
http://nationaljourneyplanner.travelinesw.com/swettb/TTB/EFA02__00001143_TP.pdf

Community Buildings in the Parish
The parish of West Monkton is very lucky to have two
community buildings to serve the growing population
of the Parish. As the second phase of the Monkton
Heathfield Urban Extension is planned, further
community provision will be made. West Monkton
Village Hall was built by public subscription in
celebration of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977 and
is run by a Charitable Trust; the Brittons Ash
Community Hall (BACH) was built in 2016 as part of
the developer contribution required for the Urban
Extension at Monkton Heathfield and is owned and
run by West Monkton Parish Council.
Both buildings are open to all, both halls have
booking officers, contact information is on the Parish
website, www.westmonkton.net
West Monkton Village Hall, Chairman, Mrs J Keyte
01823 412 294 joyce.keyte@virgin.net
Brittons Ash Community Hall (BACH), Assistant
Clerk Amy Shepherd 01823 413 524,
assistantclerk.wmpc@gmail.com
Friends of Farriers
The Friends of Farriers band of litter pickers is very
active and monitoring by neighbours of the Park
continues. Thank you to residents for their on-going
vigilance. Recent excessive litter and fires have been
reported to the police.
West Monkton Parish Council is organising some
clearer signage about dogs in the park. It may come
as a surprise to some users of the park that dogs are
required to be kept on a lead. Unfortunately, a
number of dog owners choose to let their dogs off the
lead whilst in the park. This is not only upsetting for
children using the park, but can also result in dog
fouling which is unhealthy and unnecessary.
Dog bins and litter bins are provided to enhance the
attractiveness of this community amenity.
The Friends of Farriers Group is headed up by Andy
Pritchard and has a Facebook page, so please sign
in to see what’s happening!
Grants
The Parish Council continues to be able to make
grants to people with projects that will enhance the
social, economic and well-being of our Parish. If you
have an idea that needs help to get started, look up
the Grants Policy on West Monkton web site, or
phone any Councillor for a preliminary chat.
Dog fouling
Do you tidy up after your dog? It is hard to imagine
that anyone would say ‘No’, but the fact remains that
dog fouling is continuing to cause disgust and
distress to residents of the Parish. The most recent
reports of dog fouling are on the grass outside the
bus stop by the Spital bungalows … and yet there is
a dog bin barely 5 yards down the footpath by the
bus stop.
Other areas where dog fouling is common include
the canal towpath, Farriers Green safe routes to
school and the embankment on the A38 Eastern
Relief Road. Please tidy up after your dog.
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If you see dog fouling taking place please take a
photo. If dates, times and other details can be
provided the matter can be reported to the Dog
Warden at TDBC.
Unfortunately, dog and litter bins and other street
furniture cannot be installed in the Urban Extension
at Monkton Heathfield until the area is adopted by
Taunton Deane.
If you would like to see dog bins anywhere else in
the Parish, please get in touch with any Parish
Councillor or either of the Clerks.
Parish Council
Members of the public are welcome to attend any
Parish Council meeting on the second Tuesday of
the month at 7:00pm at the BACH (Brittons Ash
Community Hall).
If you are on the electoral roll you can speak on any
matter (not necessarily on the agenda) for 5 minutes.
Please make yourself known to the Clerk or the
Assistant Clerk at the start of the meeting. Agendas
are posted on the web site www.westmonkton.net
and on the nine noticeboards around the parish.
Parish Council meetings: 12th September, 10th
October, 14th November, 12th December.
The Planning Committee of West Monkton Parish
Council meets a week prior to the West Monkton
Parish Council, meeting at 7:00pm at the BACH.
Dates are published on the meeting agendas: the
next two confirmed dates are 6th September and 4th
October. Please contact either Clerk or the Chairman
to check the date of the next Planning Committee.
These meetings are to consider the response to be
made by the Parish Council to planning applications.
Members of the public are welcome to attend.
Parish Surgery takes place on the second Thursday
of every month. It’s an informal meeting where you
can get to chat with Parish, District and County
councillors over a cup of coffee. Occasionally
representatives from other organisations will be able
to attend: for example recently, liaison with
Persimmon about the new estate.
Gallery/Archives
Those interested in the history of the parish may
wish to know that the old minute books are held at
the Somerset Heritage Centre at Norton Fitzwarren,
they are available for anyone to access.
Additionally, there is a gallery/archive section on the
parish website. If anyone wishes to add photos to
the web site archive please get in touch with the
Assistant Clerk, Amy Shepherd
assistantclerk.wmpc@gmail.com
Be pro-active!
You can report matters needing attention yourself,
you don’t need to report via the Clerks, although, of
course if you prefer, you can still do it that way.
clerk.westmonktonpc@yahoo.c.uk
assistantclerk.wmpc@gmail.com
01823 413524

Swingebridge over the canal

Report to Local Authorities
Residents can report overgrown hedges, litter, flytipping, dog fouling, and much more, themselves.
The Taunton Deane website has recently been revamped and is now very easy to use, and the
reporting section on the SCC website has also been
improved.
www.tauntondeane.gov.uk
www.somerset.gov.uk
Just go on line, and follow the directions.
Report to the Police
If there is anything that looks suspicious or illegal,
you can report it using the police phone number
101. You may have to wait but you will not be
charged for the wait. If you report an incident that is
recurring, please ask for a reference number so that
you can quote it again. That helps the police to build
up a picture of recurring events. You can send
photos of incidents to the Incident Assessment Unit
IAU@avonandsomerset.police.uk
You can also report incidents using the Avon and
Somerset Police website
https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/your-area/
On this website, you will also be able to keep up to
date with the current priorities of the Taunton East
team.

Village Agent
Audrey Mansfield Village Agent is now going to be
working for Adult Social Care in Taunton Deane
and GP Surgeries in Broadway and Ilminster as a
Community Agent, she will no longer be acting as a
Village Agent within the villages.
However, Audrey is still contactable if you need any
advice where she can look at forwarding your
concern onto another bordering Village Agent to
assist with if appropriate.
Still working for the Community Council for
Somerset, Audrey hopes to continue to stay in
touch with the local community as her knowledge
and connections can be helpful to those she will be
helping through Social Care and GP’s.
Thank you to all those that support Audrey in her
role within the Community she serves.
West Monkton Parish Council says, ‘Audrey has
given our Parish fantastic service as a Village
Agent and we shall be very sorry to lose her.’
Audrey Mansfield, Community Agent
Tel: 01823 331222
Email:
audrey@somersetrcc.org.uk
Check out the CCS website:
www.somersetrcc.org.uk and see
the variety of work we are doing.
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Are you ready for a
puppy?
The idea of owning a dog
is a fantastic one. Dogs are
always pleased to see you,
love you unconditionally
and are brilliant
companions. Before
making a final decision
however there are some
very important facts to
consider;
Are you home enough to care properly for one?
Ideally a dog, even more so a puppy should not be
left any longer than four hours at a time. Are you able
to come home on lunch breaks? Do you travel a lot?
Are you prepared to spend your weekends/evenings
doing dog activities rather than flying off for long
weekends? It is important to remember that although
there are puppy sitters/dog walkers to help you care
for your dog, a huge part of socialization is down to
the owner.
Do you have the disposable income to meet a dog’s
needs? Animals are expensive, there are initial
vaccinations, neutering, annual booster, flea and
worm products, pet insurance (highly recommended),
food, cleaning supplies, toys and the list goes on.
Animals are not always fit and healthy and may need
to see the vet, this is an unexpected outgoing that
can happen at any time.
Do you like to keep an immaculate house? Pets
increase house cleaning. Furniture and carpets will
need cleaning much more often; even the smallest
dog can make a big mess!
Are you ready to commit to an animal dependent
entirely on you for the next 10+ years? A dog is a
huge responsibility, a living, breathing animal that
can live up to 15 years and will depend on you
throughout their lifetime.
If you are planning to move away, start a new career,
start a family, maybe now is not the time to get a
dog.
Kirsty Pescod – Student Veterinary Nurse
Tone Veterinary Centre

Village Hall News

The Spring Market, held back in June, made a profit
of £530 which will go towards the cost of 80 new soft
seated chairs for the main hall. These have been
ordered and should be delivered in the Autumn.
At the moment we are getting in quotes for
refurbishing the toilet area in the main hall and the
corridor. Sifting through the details and trying to make
sure we choose the best options for us is quite a job.
In the end it will help to lift the facilities we have to
offer enormously and hopefully see us through the
another 30 years!
Joyce Keyte
Email: joyce.keyte@virgin.net
Tel: 01823 412294

Don’t forget the weekly
Coffee Mornings
On Thursdays from 10:00am until 11:30am
And future events:
October 20th Supper with Speaker
November 21st Soup and Pud Lunch

West Monkton Church
100 Club Prizewinners
The July draw was held on Thursday
29th June 2017
First Prize £99.00 Won by Henry
Besley
Second Prize £50.00 Won by Kate Ayres
The sum of £346.00 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw was
99.
The August draw was held on Wednesday 2nd
August 2017
First Prize £98.00 Won by Stephen Barge
Second Prize £49.00 Won by Loretta McHugh
The sum of £343.00 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw was
98.
Congratulations to the winners! Your turn next
month?
If you would like to join or hear more about the 100
Club, please contact: Kate Ayres 01823 413873
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West Monkton Evening
Women’s Institute

Hi everyone, I cannot believe we are
nearly into August – where has this year gone?
We had a fantastic social evening at Mr Miles in the
High Street where we were served a beautiful 2course meal. After which there was a presentation by
the manager and one of his staff members, who told
us the history of how the shop has developed over
the years and also about the history of coffee.
Everyone had a great time, thank you Sylvia
Renshaw for organising the evening for us.
Unfortunately our trip to Kwikfit had to be cancelled
but will be rescheduled again in the future. At the last
minute, Peter Renshaw agreed to come along and
give us a talk on ‘Interviewing and appointing
Magistrates’ as he is on the Advisory Committee who
appoints new Magistrates. You may be surprised to
learn that across Avon and Somerset there are 458
magistrates, 220 in Somerset. The post is a voluntary
one, but to become a Magistrate you have to be 18,
do at least 5 years' service, commit yourself to at
least 13 full days' per year and you have to retire at
age 70. With your application form you have to
provide three references, there are two interview
stages, and the panel are looking for candidates with
sound judgment, understanding and communication,
able to work as a team and be committed to the role.
People have various reasons as to why they want to
become a Magistrate, but the popular one seems to
be ‘putting something back into the community’.
Peter gave us various hypothetical examples of
crimes and in pairs we had to decide which was the

most serious and the ones least serious, quite an
interesting exercise as all our thoughts were
different, so decisions on what punishment should be
administered would be interesting if our WI members
all became Magistrates. In 2017 the Committee hope
to appoint 39 new Magistrates in Somerset and 10 in
Bristol. Training is given over four 1-day sessions. A
serious subject, but it was a fun evening which
everyone enjoyed.
We are a very friendly group, and if you like the
sound of what you read about us, why not come
along for a taster? New members and guests are
very welcome, we meet in the Annexe of West
Monkton Village Hall at 7.30 on the fourth Thursday
of each month (unless we are having an outing and
we do not meet in August); just ring our President
Ann May on 01823 334168 for details.The annual
cost, as from January 2017, is £39.00 (plus £3 for
tea/coffee) – what a bargain and a great way to meet
new friends. The future programme is below, a
special thanks to Sylvia Renshaw for all her hard
work in producing such a variety of speakers for us.
Forthcoming programme:
September 28th:
Origami - Sean Clarke
(Visitors Welcome)
October 26th:
‘Think Amy’ – Talk by Amy’s
Mum, Jane Hofmeister
November 23rd:
Craft evening
(Food/table theme)
December 14th:
Christmas Meal at the
Quantock Restaurant Bridgwater & Somerset College

West Monkton Primary School
We saw a fantastic end to the year at West Monkton.
All the classes had different end of year activities and
there were, of course, special events such as plays,
discos and sports days. Every one finished the term
hoping for some warm weather and a good rest.
Snowy and Tawny Owl Class were gifted a beautiful
tree and pictures in memory of their first year at big
school! The cupcakes didn't last long but were lovely!
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West Monkton C of E
Primary School

Just before the end of term some of the Year 5/6
pupils had a great morning grass track cycling at
Richard Huish College. They were the team that had
the most fun!

Cross Country
Congratulations to the cross country runners who
did the school proud in the end of term crosscountry event. Every child that ran completed their
distance and finished with a smile.

More school news on Pages 11 and 17

West Monkton Pre-School
West Monkton Village Hall,
Monkton Heathfield,
Taunton TA2 8NE

Tel: 01823 412068
Main Contact - Pre school mobile: 07960654709
Email: westmonktonpre-school@hotmail.co.uk
It is that emotional time of year again where we have
had to say goodbye to our pre-school children. We
are so proud of each and every one of them and all
of their growth and achievements throughout their
time at West Monkton pre-school. They have been
an absolute privilege and a pleasure to care for and
teach. We all wish them the very best in their new
schools, starting a new journey in their lives.
We have had a lovely end
of term with our school
leavers enjoying having
their leaver’s ceremony
and having Malcolm the
magician in to entertain
the children, which they all
loved watching and being
a part of.
We have been working on
our fine motor skills during
the end of the term. We
have been decorating

yummy biscuits with tiny
toppings and making jewellery
with lots of different coloured
and sized beads, to
encourage the younger
children to increase control in
fun ways.
We have also been practicing
writing and recognising our
names in lots of different
ways. Writing them down
using pens, paints, chalks and
pencils, using our fingers to
write them in shaving foam,
finding our names written
down and hidden at pre-school, and using jumbled
letters to arrange the letters in our names. The
children have shown
excellent skills in these
areas and are always
striving to develop them.
We return to pre-school on
the 4th September. If you
have any enquiries please
do not hesitate to contact
me via email or our main
pre-school mobile.
Many thanks
From all the children and
staff

Copy deadline for November - December 2017 is 1st October 2017
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NIGEL DAVIES
Painter and Decorator
293 Cheddon Road. Taunton
Mon-Fri (8 am to 5:45 pm)
50 weeks of the year
For children 3 months to
school age
Outstanding qualified staff
Excellent Ofsted report
Accepts Early Years
Entitlement
‘Offering a secure, stimulating and
fun filled home environment for the
best start in life’
For more information please:

Ruth/Sara on 01823 288681

High Quality Interior and
Exterior Work
Friendly and Professional
Service
Competitive Rates
All Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Private and Commercial
Work Undertaken

Tel: 01823 277026
Mob: 07915 061314

Or visit our website
www.abacus-nursery.com

Dave Terrell
PLUMBING & HEATING
Tel: 01823 333332 Mob: 07811166829
www.daveterrell.co.uk
email: dave@daveterrell.co.uk
Like us on FaceBook
@daveterrellplumb

Be pampered! Why not treat
yourself to a relaxing facial or
beautiful nails.
I am a professional beauty therapist and
nail technician with over 17 years
experience. I offer a variety of beauty
treatments starting at £6.
Pamper Gift Vouchers available.

Beauty Treatments available:
Bio Sculpture Gel Nails
Manicures
Pedicures
Waxing
Facials
Massage
Eyelash & Eyebrow Treatments
Body Treatments
Lisa
Yallands Hill, Monkton Heathfield
Mobile: 07977185840
Email: lisajayne_g@yahoo.co.uk
www.pampernailsandbeauty.co.uk

J Warman Carpentry &
Property Maintenance
Doors, skirtings, built in
wardrobes, cupboards etc

TEL: 01823 254040
Mobile: 07734307887
Local, friendly service by
qualified carpenter

70 Station Road
Taunton TA1 1NX

Traditional Men’s Wear
Large size specialist 60 chest & waist

Quality Workmanship
Crown Cottage, Exford

Small jobs welcome
RIVERSIDE BUTCHERS
“Meat to please you,
Pleased to meat you”

Self-catering,
two bedroom
holiday
cottage

Located in the centre of
Exmoor National Park
Sitting room with wood burning stove,
dining room, kitchen, double and twin
bedrooms, shower room,cottage
garden.
Dogs are welcome.
Two pubs that offer good food a very
short walk from the cottage.
Contact James or Lynn
P: 01823 412033 or 07968172004
E:crowncottage.exford@gmail.com
W:www.crowncottageexford.co.uk

Tel/Fax: 01823 333169
E-mail: post@gurds.co.uk
www.gurds.co.uk

BEN GRAY

Suppliers of high quality
local produce
Local Beef, Pork, Lamb,
Veal, Poultry and Game
Award Winning Homemade
Sausages, Pies, Faggots,
Bacon and Black Pudding
Home Cooked Meats
Free delivery
when you spend £25 or more
Supplying to the public and catering
trade
Tel: 01823 289097
Riverside Place, St James Street, Taunton

CARPENTRY
Fully Qualified Carpenter
For All Your Carpentry
Needs
T: 07540328951
E: benfgray@gmail.com

www.riversidebutchers.co.uk
Featured on thebestoftaunton.co.uk
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Karis Cakes
Birthdays ...
Weddings ...
Celebrations ...

Delicious
Homemade
Cakes

Individually designed & decorated
Specialising in edible pictures of your choice
Joan & Richard
07802782199
joan@karis-cakes.co.uk
www.karis-cakes.co.uk

calling all language teachers
if you want to find paying students across the country
and around the world then join, free

Kolada.org
Kolada will give you • lesson marketing • quick
registration • lesson calendars • whiteboarding
• free voice/video calls • student reviews
• all with an easy to use browser interface •

everything you need to succeed
© Kolada.org 2017

HILARY NORMAN
Foothealth Practitioner RFHP
GENERAL FOOT CARE
Nail Cutting & filing, Corn & Callus
removal,
In-growing toenails, fungal infections and
general advice on the care of your feet.
Treatment in the comfort of your own home
01823 481160
07969 448793
hilary.norman@btinternet.com
01823 481160
07969448793

Friendly, Reliable,
Affordable, Fully Qualified
Day, Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available
Telephone: 01823 410010
to book an appointment
Your Local
Mobile
Hairdresser

Thank You

Come and Join Us
Monday evenings at 8:15pm

Formally ‘Single Professionals’ Association’

For more information:
www.spasinglesocialgroup.co.uk
Or contact Susanne on 01823 975450
*** Please Note: this is not a dating club, it is for single, likeminded people to get together and to get out and about. ***

National Trust Quantock Centre
A National Trust Supporters’ group

Thank you to all our advertisers,
you keep our magazine going and we
hope you get lots of business
from our readers.

Members enjoy:
Special tours of Houses & Gardens
Visits to Cathedrals & Museums
Pub Lunches
Short & Long Holidays
Annual Subscription: £8.00 per person
(non National Trust members can join)

Contact 01823 335427

www.ntqc.org.uk

The Village News is Printed by the Print Department at Somerset College, Taunton
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A. STEWART
Plumbing & Heating
·
·
·
·
·
·

·

Residential Park Homes &
Caravans
Cookers/Fires/Water
Heaters/Space Heaters
Vented/Unvented Water Systems
Energy Efficiency Qualified
Technician
General Plumbing & Heating
Maintenance
· Call Outs and & Emergencies
Welcome

·
Natural Gas & LPG
Oil Installations & Servicing
·
Boiler Installations &
Servicing
Central Heating Systems ·
·
Power Flushing
Bath Rooms/Shower
·
Rooms
Cloakrooms/Kitchens

Call Ashley on: 07590729084 / 01823 412263
Email: info@astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk
www.astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk
The Financial Detectives
Financial Advice is elementary to us

LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL LAWNS

Wills and Estate Planning Service
Without a valid Will and careful inheritance
planning:

Garden Landscaping
Patios/Stone Walling/Decking/Pergolas
Commercial & Residential
· Laylawn Artificial Grass Licensees for the
South West
Contact: 01823 252023
www.englishgardenco.co.uk
www.lazylawntaunton.co.uk

·Your husband, wife or partner may not automatically
inherit
· Your home maybe sold without your consent and the
proceeds used for care home fees
· Your loved ones could be liable for a 40% tax bill
· Guardianship of children under 18 maybe unclear, leaving
the courts to decide their welfare
20% DISCOUNT WITH THIS ADVERT
CALL 01823 210386 FOR A LOCAL, PROFESSIONAL AND
COURTEOUS SERVICE FROM A FAMILY RUN FIRM
1 Chartfield House, Castle Street, Taunton, TA1 4AS
www.tfdetectives.co.uk
andy@tfdetectives.co.uk

Self Storage & Removals
SECURE PURPOSE BUILT SELF STORAGE UNITS

-

REMOVALS & HAULAGE

ALARMS & CCTV - COMPETITIVE PRICES
PACKAGING MATERIALS SOLD

The Beehive Building, 150 Priorswood
Road. Taunton, Somerset TA2 8DU
www.beehiveselfstorage.co.uk
F: tauntonbeehiveselfstorage.co.uk

T: 01823 323575
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What is Autumn?
Information from the Met Office
The time of year that Keats called the 'Season of
mists and mellow fruitfulness', Autumn is a season
famous for its harvest time, turning leaves, cooling
temperatures and darkening nights. It is the transition
season between
summer and
winter, best
noticed by the
colour change in
leaves and the
harvest.
When is Autumn?
Perhaps the most
noticeable sign of
autumn in the UK
is the changing
colours of the
leaves. As a result
of the falling
temperatures in autumn, the chemical in the leaves
that makes them green (chlorophyll) begins to break
down while other chemicals (including Carotene)
remain to give the leaves their yellow, red and brown
colours.
The most vibrant displays of autumn leaves are
evident when a dry summer is followed by an autumn
with dry, sunny days and cold, but not freezing,
nights.
Autumn, according to the meteorological calendar
begins in September and ends in November. In the
astronomical calendar, the beginning of autumn is
marked by the autumn equinox which occurs around
the 22nd September.
During the autumn equinox the sun shines directly on
the equator and day and night around the globe are
of almost equal length - a day and night of roughly 12
hours each.
What is the weather like in Autumn?
Autumn is normally associated with dropping
temperatures and the nights drawing in as winter
approaches. In the UK autumn can often bring
unsettled weather and towards the latter part of the
season can often bring stormy conditions with strong
gales due to Atlantic depressions moving over the
UK.

8 interesting facts about Autumn
1. Autumn begins
There are two different dates when Autumn could be
said to begin. Autumn as defined by the Earth's orbit
around the sun, begins on the The Equinox and
Solstice which falls on 22nd or 23rd September.
However, for the purposes of recording climate data,
it is important to have set dates that can be
compared, so the meteorological Autumn always
begins on 1 September.
2. Trees prepare for winter
One of the most stunning signs of Autumn is the
turning of the leaves. The shorter days are a sign to
trees to begin to prepare for winter.

During winter there is not enough light for
photosynthesis to occur, so as the days shorten
throughout Autumn, the trees begin to close down
their food production systems and reduce the amount
of chlorophyll in their leaves.
3. The chemistry of colour
Chlorophyll is the chemical which makes tree leaves
green and as it declines other chemicals become
more prominent in the leaves.
These are responsible for the vibrant ambers, reds
and yellows of Autumn. The chemicals responsible
are types of Flavonoids, Carotenoids and
Anthocyanins.
Some of these chemicals are the same ones that
give carrots (beta-carotenes) and egg yolks (luteins)
their colours.
4. People born in Autumn live longer
A study in the ‘Journal of Aging Research’ found that
babies born during the Autumn months are more
likely to live to 100 than those born during the rest of
the year.
Their study found that 30% of US centenarians born
during 1880-1895 were born in the Autumn months.
5. The days get shorter
The word equinox comes from the Latin equi
(meaning equal) and nox (meaning night) accounting
for the equinox marking the time when day and night
are of equal length.
We often notice the nights begin to draw in from this
point as after the Autumn equinox, the night is longer
than the day, until this is reversed at the Spring
equinox.
6. A date for your diary - 24 September 2303
Generally speaking the Autumn equinox always falls
on either 22 or 23 September, but not quite always.
Because the Gregorian calendar is not quite in
perfect symmetry with the Earth's orbit, the Autumn
equinox will very occasionally fall on September 24.
This last happened in 1931 and will next happen in
2303.
7. Persephone's return
In Greek mythology, Autumn began when
Persephone was abducted by Hades to be the
Queen of the Underworld. In distress Persephone's
mother, Demeter (the goddess of the harvest),
caused all the crops on Earth to die until her
daughter was allowed to return, marking Spring.
8. Autumn and Fall
We typically think of 'Fall' as the North American
version of the word 'Autumn', but it was in fact in
widespread usage in England until relatively recently.
Originally a shortening of the phrase fall of the leaf,
the phrase was common in England in the 17th
century.
The word
Autumn entered
English from the
French automne
and didn't
become
common usage
until the 18th
century.
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Sibleys
Gardening and Landscaping
For everything in the garden:
Preparation, planting, pruning,
mowing, strimming and tidying.
Trees, hedges, beds, borders, pots,
lawns, pavings etc.
A friendly personal service.
For advice or a free quotation call
Mike on
01278 663441/07930383390

·

Mortgages

·

Equity Release

·

Protection

·

Buildings Insurance

·

Commercial Lending

·

Business Protection

A.G. PURCHASE
ALCM, LLCM, FLCM

PIANO TUITION
Dodhill Green,
Nailsbourne
Taunton TA1 8AD
Tel:01823 451342

Call our office
in Taunton on
01823 444700
Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited

Priors Way, Monkton Heathfield, Taunton

Tel: 01823 413113
A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED AGAINST YOUR
HOME. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU
DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
OR ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT

Copy deadline for November - December 2017 is 1st October 2017
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Changes
Unisex Hair Salon
Professional Stylists
Specialising in Cut & Colour
Friendly Relaxed Atmosphere
Competitive Prices
Free Parking
Tel: 01823 412776
15a School Road, Monkton Heathfield, Taunton

DISTINCTIVE MEMORIALS
BY
MANNING & KNIGHT
Also added inscriptions and maintenance
work on
existing memorials
164A Kingston Road
TAUNTON 275755
www.manningandknight.com
Competitive Prices All Year Round

Household Cleaning Undertaken
20 years experience

LES MARSH CARPETS
Wide Selection of Flooring Samples Available
Kamdean Flooring, Vinyl & Natural Flooring
Remnants & Roll Stock Available
Estimating & Fitting Service
Property Letting Specialists & Insurance Work
Undertaken
Knowledgeable & Friendly Staff
Family Run Company Since 1979

Caring person who is willing to do all household
tasks. Will also help with shopping, collecting
prescriptions, accompanying to appointments
etc.

THE COMPLETE SERVICE

Visit Our Extensive Showroom

References can be
supplied.
Reasonable charges.

With Easy Parking
Cook Way, Bindon Road, Taunton TA2 6BJ
Open: Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 2pm
For a free estimate or service call 01823 335952
or email lesmarshcarpets@

4 Vicarage Lawns

Choose E S Pet Care in Taunton
for all your small pet needs

Creech St Michael, TA3 5EZ

Dog Boarding / Cat Sitting /
Dog Walking /
Small Animal Care

Dog Boarding –
The homely alternative to kennels
· Fully Insured with Cliverton who are
the leading insurer for animal related
industries
· Fully Licensed
· Multi Award Winning Company in 2016

If you would like to discuss any of our
services please call Emma:
07443647389
Email: info@espetcare.co.uk
Visit our website:
www.espetcare.co.uk

Phone Angie on
07807892128

IAN THOMAS
AIP, RP

Fireplace Showroom
Chimneys Relined & New Build
HETAS registered Installers

Plumbing & Heating
Services

Tel: 01460 74612

Telephone: 01823 444332

Fireplace Showroom, Tail Mill
Lane, Merriott TA16 5PF

Mobile: 07885829858
Email:
ian.thomas.plumbing@gmail.com
www.ianthomasplumbing.co.uk

www.wicksheating.co.uk
NO JOB TOO SMALL
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Do you want
a cleaner?
Someone to
help out?
Or do you just
hate housework?
Call Rachel on
01823 413382
Friendly, local, reliable
Weekly or fortnightly
cleans.
We also do
ironing!

COLES
CHIMNEY
SERVICES
Professional
Chimney Sweep
· All Types of Appliance/Chimney
· NACS certificate issued
· Fully Insured and CRB Checked
· HETAS Registered Solid Fuel
Installer & Sweep

· Chimney Linings Supplied/Fitted

Telephone:
01278 699019
07730 898919

Messrs. E White & Son
(Taunton) Ltd.

For all your

Competitive Rates
Free estimates
Tel: 01278 662238
Mob: 07796658721
davebakerlandscapingservices.co.uk.

Steak Night, Thursday
All meat cut to any size you like
at your table
10% discount on our Old Faithful
menu Monday to Saturday lunch only.

DAVE BAKER
*Fencing
*Hedge Cutting
*Drives *Walls *Paths
*Patios

01823 412414

· Bird Guards and Cowls Fitted

CRB checked
and insured

GARDEN REQUIREMENTS

We offer a well-balanced a-la-carte menu
which includes exotic meats, steak, duck,
fresh fish and vegetarian options
Blundells Lane, West Monkton, TA2 8NP
Email: peterval2009@yahoo.com or visit:
www.themonktoninn.co.uk

MOT
WHILE YOU WAIT
CROFT GARAGE LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Monkton Heathfield
01823 412393

138/139 East Reach, Taunton
Tel: Taunton 272183
(Day & Night Assistance)

Repairs & Servicing
Free Collection & Delivery

Family Funeral Directors
for Three Generations

Bathpool Chiropractic Clinic
152 Bridgwater Road
Bathpool, Taunton, TA2 8BJ
(200 yards along from Taunton Land
Rover/Jaguar on A38)

DARREN GRAY

Come and see one of our BCA &
GCC registered Chiropractors,
specialising in:
·Back Pain
·Muscle and joint pain
·Neck and shoulder pain
·Sports injuries
·Migraines
·Arthritis support
·Headaches
·Hip/knee/ankle/foot problems
Treatments include spinal and
extremity manipulations, mobilisation,
remedial massage, dry needling and
posture and lifestyle advice.
Call 01823 412489
to book your appointment or a free 15
minute consultation.

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC
WORKS TO 17th EDITION
REGULATIONS

FOR ALL YOUR
ELECTRICAL
NEEDS
MOBILE: 07764996937

www.chiropractorbristoltaunton.co.uk
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FREE ITEMS/ITEMS FOR SALE/WANTED
Items up to £50 in value are included. We do not
make any charge for this service and take no
responsibility for the quality or safety of the
items advertised.
If you would like to include something in this
section please contact Lorna Walters on 01823
412017 or lc.walters33@btinternet.com
· Gardening help wanted. Please ring
07767678280
· Help wanted with housework/general cleaning.
07767678280

NATIONAL BLOOD DONOR SERVICE
Sessions will be held at:
For further details ring 08457711711 or go
online at www.blood.co.uk
Somerset County Council
Have you heard of the Slinky service?
The Slinky bus service provides a vital service to
people that do not own their own vehicle, or who
cannot access public transport easily.
Slinky will even provide transport for people who do
have access to public transport as long as their chosen
destination is not covered by that service.
·
·
·

Local health appointments
Going shopping
Connecting to Public Transport links.

Passengers will need to register their details to access
the service.
The membership to the scheme is free but a zonal
charge is applied to all journeys unless the
passenger holds a Concessionary Bus Pass.
Slinky is part of Transporting Somerset, the Councils
Transport department, and can be booked in advance
by calling Tel: 01823 331266.

Glasses for Hire
Flutes suitable for wine,
champagne etc
Proceeds to St Augustine’s
Church
Please telephone 01823 413013
for more information

To get a copy of the Village News emailed to
you please email
thelocalvillagenews@live.co.uk

West Monkton Cricket Club
From ‘West Monkton Then and Now’ in
2000
It is not known exactly which year West
Monkton Cricket Club was formed, but it is thought
that it was started around the end of the 19th
Century.
West Monkton have not always played on their
current ground at Camel’s Hump. Before World War
Two, the club played their home games in a field
behind a house at the top of Yallands Hill. The house
was owned by John Millington, who was the
Headmaster of West Monkton School. He used to
allow players access to the ground, by letting them
through his premises.
After World War Two, the club moved to its present
home at Camel’s Hump (Hobbs Lane), which is
located between Monkton Elms Garden Centre and
Monkton Heathfield.
Henry Besley, who was President at the time, as his
father had been before him, very generously allowed
the club to play at Camel’s Hump rent free.
Somerset County Cricket Club played against West
Monkton at Camel’s Hump in 1952. The game was
played in aid of Harold Gimblett’s Benefit Year.
Harold Gimblett had been a long serving player for
the county.
In 1983, the club’s original pavilion was destroyed by
fire. It was replaced shortly afterwards by courtesy of
Taunton Deane Cricket Club. Taunton Deane were in
the process of building a new pavilion and no longer
required their old wooden pavilion. It was agreed that
West Monkton could have their existing pavilion, as
long as it was removed in a short space of time, so
that work on Taunton Deane’s new pavilion piece by
piece and reconstructed it at Camel’s Hump, where it
still stands today.
From West Monkton CC Facebook page in 2017
Thank you for the support regarding our recent break
in. Please remain vigilant around your clubs to
suspicious behaviour so this doesn't happen to you.
Please contact the Police on 101 and quote the
crime reference number: 5217164884 if you have
any information that could help find out who did this
to us and to stop it from happening to others. We can
only ask that our local residents remain vigilant and
contact the Police if they notice anything suspicious,
especially overnight/early morning. We have a
groundsman who can be seen regularly tending to
our facilities during the day.
We are a cricket club that is looking to become more
involved in our newly built community, with families
young and old coming to support us on match days.
As always we appreciate the support of our local
community and we are reviewing our security
measures to ensure that this doesn't happen again.
We are a club funded by our members and sponsors
so incidents like this hit us hard. We are always
looking for sponsors so if you would like to support
the club in any way then please do not hesitate to
contact us.
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N & V HANLON

Alex Holley
Flooring
For all your flooring
requirements

Your local specialist
for:
Carpet, Vinyl,
Kardean,
Wood and Safety
Flooring
Tel: 07734860724

QUALITY BUILDERS & DECORATORS
UPVCU SPECIALIST

Interior/Exterior,

Wallpapering, Tiling, Glazing,
Artexing, KITCHENS &
BATHROOMS
CARPENTRY/PLASTERING
COMPLETE ROOFING WORKS
WINDOWS - DOORS - FACIAS
CONSERVATORIES

Elm Tree Restaurant
Serving fresh local food all day
Breakfast Lunch Afternoon Tea
Secluded Pondside cafe - Pet Centre

SOM
Craft Centre
E Tclothing
Large
and footwear department
EAM
Gifts galore
Extensive plant range - House plants

Tel: Office 01278 427303
or 01823 272281
Mobile: 07872001141
Email: nandvhanlon@yahoo.co.uk
Free Estimates
Insurance Approved

Pots and Stoneware - Disabled facilities
Friendly helpful staff - Free coach parking
Monkton Heathfield, Taunton, Somerset TA2 8QN
Find us 2 miles from M5 J25,
just off the A38 towards Bridgwater

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat ... 9am - 5:30pm
Thurs ... 9am - 7:30pm Sun ... 10:30 am - 4pm

01823 412381 info@monkton-elm.co.uk
www.monktonelmgardencentre.co.uk

Fulfill one of your dreams this year

Let music into your life!
Choose friendly, patient instruction
from a reliable professional who
teaches at your pace.
Absolutely all ages welcome.
Kathryn Davies Piano Tuition is just
outside Thurloxton and can be
contacted via:
tauntonpianolessons.co.uk
01278 661031, 07900 673632

DÉCOR 8 with Atlas

Somerset & Westcountry
Stairlifts Ltd.
Local Independent Reliable
Frobisher Way, Bindon Road,
Taunton TA2 6BB
01823 288196
www.somersetstairlifts.co.uk
WORKING STAIRLIFTS
MOBILITY SCOOTERS
RISER/RECLINERS
PRACTICAL DOMESTIC AIDS, USEFUL
GIFTS

Home & Property
Maintenance
For all your painting,
decorating, carpentry
& maintenance
requirements
Contact Bob on
01823 413510
or
07790 812327

CALL INTO OUR SHOWROOM
MON – FRI 9.00AM – 5.00PM
SAT 9.00AM – 1.00PM
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Memorial Bench

School Holiday Club

The memorial bench now installed at Sidbrook Cross
Roads was kindly donated by Colin Roy to the
Parish Council in memory of the Roy family, who
lived in Sidbrook for many years.

A lot has been going on
down at West Monkton
Primary School during the
summer holiday. The holiday
club has been running with a
very exciting and
challenging variety of things
to do.
One day the activities
involved becoming an
astronaut and ‘going into
space’. Another day it was
‘jump on board the
Hogwarts express’ but
not without your golden
ticket!
There were chances to
dress up read and listen
to stories, find out more
about animals, cook

some tasty recipes, build
out of junk and take part in
lots of physical activities.

The Spin Bus
Two Taunton fitness fanatics have started up a spinning class with a difference.
Justin Burke and Greg Blekinsop have just launched their novel concept - the Spin Bus, a mobile indoor
cycling studio.
The Spin Bus has been out offering free taster sessions at various venues including Blackbrook Business
Park, The Chapel at Cotford St Luke, Trull Primary, West Monkton Primary, Creech Primary and Junction 24
Stockmoor.
Just "By 'bringing the workout to you', we hope that it will allow you to exercise more regularly by saving time
and money on travel, and by providing convenient locations such as near
your home, workplace or school to make working more convenient."
The studio has 12 spin bikes, music and lighting and a team of instructors
ready to help make sure the work out is fun and challenging.
Justin Burke said: "The Spin Bus has been designed to help remove two
of the biggest barriers to exercise - travel time and access.”
For more information visit www.thespinbus.co.uk.
Justin Burke (BA Hons PGCE PE)
Director Pro-coaching (UK) Ltd and The Spin Bus Ltd
01823 413776 www.pro-coaching.co.uk

And Finally ...
Beware of false knowledge; it is more dangerous than ignorance.
George Bernard Shaw
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