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Useful Names and Telephone Numbers
Rector: Rev. Mary Styles - 01823 451189
The Vicarage, Kingston St Mary, TA2 8HW
Associate Vicar half-time: Rev Jim Cox - 01823 333377
Churchwarden: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
P.C.C Secretary: Samm Barge - 07976415337
P.C.C Treasurer: David Cooke Captain of Bell ringers: Pearl Jeanes - 412804
Church Flower Organiser: Angela Dill - 412395
Mothers’ Union: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
Benefice Office: Michele Hardiman - 01823 451257
Parish Council Clerk: Amy Shepherd - 01823 412922

clerk@westmonkton.net
PC Assistant Clerk: Tricia Cavill - 01823 413524

assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net
PC Chairman: Stuart Haskins - 07824410997

stuarthaskins@westmonkton.net
West Monkton Primary School Head:
James Blackmore - 01823 412582
Heathfield Community School Head:
Peter Hoare - 01823 412396
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 01823 414141
Taunton Deane Community Transport:
01823 331266 Mon-Fri. 9 am to 4 pm (Slinky Bus
24hrs notice).
Village Hall:
Telephone, incoming calls only - 01823 412068
Booking Officer: Mrs Lyn Batt Tel: 01823 412089
Chairman: Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Vice Chairman: Colin Bentley Tel: 01823 413193
BACH (Brittons Ash Community Hall)
Chairman: Barry Gage 07752723311
barrygage125@btinternet.com
Booking Officer: Maggie Little 01823 323662
Useful E-Mail addresses & websites:
Community Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk
Parish Council Website: www.westmonkton.net
Litter Hotline: 01823 356356
Village Agent: Linda Burton
Mobile: 07931018019
Email: linda@somersetrcc.org.uk
Benefice Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-BeneficeWest-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfieldchurches-242102696183594/
Benefice website: www.southquantockbenefice.org.uk
New Buildings and Developments enewsletter: to
sign up please email:
communications@westmonkton.net
Police Contact numbers:
Police Sergeant 4320– Charmain Dyne
Police Community Support Officer – PCSO 7256
Scott Windsor: 07889655195
scott.windsor@avonandsomerset.police.co.uk
PCSO 9255 Jake Edwards: 07701283686
jake.edwards@avonanadsomerset.police.co.uk
Non emergency telephone 101
Emergency 999

Regular Events at West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE
Slimming World
Mondays
09:00 - 11:00
Small Fry (Parent and Toddler Group)
Mondays
09:45 - 11:15
Phoenix Camera Club
Mondays
19:00 - 22:00
Pilates
Tuesdays 09:30 - 10:30, Fridays
09:30 - 10:30
Brownies
Tuesdays (except school holidays)
18:00 - 19:30
Model Boat Club
Once a month on a Tuesday
19:30 - 21:30
Monkton Players
Tuesdays
20:00 - 22:00
Badminton
Tuesdays 14:00 - 15:00, Wednesdays 20:00 - 22:00
National Childbirth Trust
Wednesdays
10:00 - 12:00
Fitness for Fun
Wednesdays
18:00 - 19:00
Bizzy Boots Line Dancing
Wednesdays
19:00 - 21:45
Writers Club
Wednesdays (except first in month)
19:15 - 21:15
Coffee Morning (Ladies and Gents)
Thursdays
10:00 - 11:30
Monkton Evening WI
Fourth Thursday of the month
17:30 - 19:30
Ladies Afternoon Tea
Third Thursday of the month
14:30 - 16:30
Trams & Light Railways
Once a month on a Saturday
13:30 - 16:30
Hardy Plant Society, Somerset Group
Once every month on a Saturday
10:30 - 13:00
South West Orchid Society
Once a month on a Sunday
14:00 - 17:00
SGI Buddhist Group
Second Sunday of the month
10:00 - 12:30
‘O’ Gauge Model Railways
Quarterly on a Sunday
09:00 - 17:00
For more information please contact Joyce Keyte on

Tel: 01823 412294
Village News:
Please forward information for the next edition to the
Associate Editors,
Lorna Walters, Tel. 01823 412017
lc.walters33@btinternet.com
Dawn Watts, Tel. 01823 412201 dawnwattsdk@yahoo.co.uk
Village News Treasurer Ken Jones
Distribution of the Village News is organised by: Barry
Gage, Maggie & Gordon Little and David Pearson.
Submissions to Village News may be made by e-mail or by
hard copy. Please ask for a receipt to your e-mail to ensure
that it arrives. Items submitted will be subjected to editing if
necessary. The deadline for submissions for the November December 2020 Village News is 1st October 2020.
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Bridgy McBridge Face - Surely Not?
Someone who lives in Heathfield Drive has approached the Village News with an interesting idea. He is
delighted with the new bridge linking Brittons Ash and Heathfield Drive and thinks the bridge should have a
local name. He asked if the Village News could start a campaign to name the bridge.
We have approached the Parish Council to see if this would be appropriate and they are happy for us to go
ahead; they say:
‘The bridge, which was
installed by West Monkton
Parish Council in 2019,
currently links Heathfield Drive
with Furs Close and provides a
short route through to the
primary school and Brittons
Ash Community Hall. It is
usually referred to as 'Dyers
Brook Bridge'. Would
residents like to offer
alternative names for the
bridge for the Parish Council to
consider?’
If you would like to suggest a
local name for the bridge
please send your suggestion to
Amy Shepherd,
Clerk to the Parish Council,
clerk@westmonkton.net
or ring on 01823 412922
or 07588571775.

The bridge looking from Brittons Ash side.

Autumn
- a time of mellow fruitfulness and change
Even in ‘normal’ times it is ‘all change’ at this time of
year, the usual things are:
! Four year olds getting ready to start their first term at
school, while their families are by turn excited, sad,
worried and proud.
! Eleven year olds preparing to change from being a
big fish in their Primary School to being a small fish
in the big sea of a Secondary School.
! Late teens getting ready for college, first jobs or
university and making those first tentative steps
towards a life away from home.
! Some, more mature types might even be thinking of
cutting work hours or retiring.
However, this year these changes will be happening
amidst the uncertainty of Covid-19 and the easing of
lockdown.
Parents may be fearful about how schools will manage
social distancing and still make children feel happy and
confident; teenagers are missing the social life they
would normally have with their peers; school and
university leavers may worry about the lack of jobs and
housing and older people will worry about being in the
‘vulnerable group’ and we may all feel uncertain about
what the next few months may bring and whether it
really will ‘all be over by Christmas’.
Luckily we have the season which is Autumn to look
forward to before then. After, the hot days of August I

think many of us will really appreciate the fresher
days of September and be able to enjoy the
gorgeous golden light of autumn.
In ‘Persuasion’ Jane Austin writes, “Her pleasure
in the walk must arise from the exercise and the
day, from the view of the last smiles of the year
upon the tawny leaves and withered hedges, and
from repeating to herself some few of the
thousand poetical descriptions extant of autumn-that season of peculiar and inexhaustible
influence on the mind of taste and tenderness-that season which has drawn from every poet
worthy of being read some attempt at description,
or some lines of feeling.”
What a lovely idea - the last smiles of the year.
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Cheddon and
West Monkton Film Club
Greetings to all of our regular, occasional and other
film goers. We hope that you are all well and coped
during the lockdown period while finding alternative
ways of keeping yourselves fit, healthy and not least
of all some entertainment.
Our last screening was ‘Downton Abbey’ way back
in February as we then had to cancel our Spring
planned screenings up to May due to the Covid-19
pandemic. We are now in our usual summer break
and we normally start our Autumn season in
October.
Our crystal ball cannot tell us what the situation will
be in October and whereas, at present, there has
been little infection locally the virus is still out there
and precautions are still necessary even if much of

the lockdown is being eased. Our Autumn dates
have been reserved as October 15th, November
20th and December 18th, so put them in your diaries
and you will not be disappointed should we be able
to reconvene. Our film supplier, Moviola, is being
very helpful and, if appropriate, may be able to
supply at short notice and we can contact you all
through our email service. We must however make
sure that it is safe for our audience which importantly
entails co-operation with Cheddon Memorial Hall.
We must be socially distant, have no refreshments,
appropriate procedures for the Box Office, and
personal protection for the toilets.
Summarising, at present we cannot schedule our
return to screenings but rest assured that when the
situation is assessed as feasible then we will
reconvene our valuable community cinema
evenings.
Best wishes to all.
Chris Dalton

A Heart-felt Plea
During the lockdown a lot of people have taken their
exercise around the beautiful lanes of the villages, it
is lovely to see so many new faces out and about.
Walkers often have their family dogs with them sometimes it looks as if the dogs are walking their
owners rather than the other way around!
Unfortunately, some dog owners let their dogs off
the lead and this is leading to problems for some
home owners.
A reader of the Village News got in contact to ask
that owners always clean up after their dogs. This
person has three times found dog poo on their
house access, which leads straight off a village
lane. They, and their close neighbours do not have
dogs, so they would ask that people do not let their
dogs run up drive ways and into gardens and, if it
should happen, that any dog poo is then cleaned up
by the dog’s owner.
Thankfully, it is only a minority of dog owners who
think it is acceptable to let their dogs foul in this
way.
Leaving dog poo on the ground is unacceptable and
hazardous to health, people with limited vision
cannot see the dog poo to avoid it and small
children do not always realise how dangerous it can
be to them. It is also unacceptable to have dogs off
the leash in public places. If dog owners are seen to
be behaving irresponsibly, a phone photo, with time,
date and location can be sent to
the Dog Wardens at 01823
356550
There are a number of dog bins
around the villages and if you
think there might be a need of a
new one somewhere it might be
worth contacting the Parish
Council.
.

This is what it says on the Somerset and Taunton
website about this subject:
Dog Fouling
Dog owners or walkers must, by law, immediately
remove their dog’s poo from land where people have
the right to walk or enjoy. If you can’t find a dog waste
bin, you must take the bag home and dispose of the
waste appropriately.
We know most dog owners are responsible. But some
dog owners or walkers do not clean up after their
dogs.
Dog fouling is one of the problems many people
complain about across the country. Dog mess looks
horrible, smells and can spread disease. In extreme
cases it can cause blindness.
The previous West Somerset district is designated
land under The Dog Control Orders 2010. This means
that it is an offence for a dog owner not to clean up
after their dog. Failure to comply can result in a fixed
£75.00 penalty fine or prosecution and a fine up to
£1,000.
In the old Taunton Deane area people who don’t pick
up after their dogs can face a fixed penalty of £50, or
prosecution, which can result in a fine up to £1,000.
For details see Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996.
If you can give us proof that someone’s not picking up
after their dog, if you want to report a heavily fouled
area or you spot a full or damaged dog bin, then tell
us using the 'something else' section of the general
enquiry online form.
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Somerset Birds
A national rarity created some local excitement in
June. Late on June 19th a Red-footed Falcon was
discovered on Cothelstone Hill, following a run of
easterly winds. This small bird of prey breeds no
nearer to us than the plains of Hungary but is rather
more common further east in southern Russia and
Kazakhstan. Despite this, small numbers, usually
less than ten annually, turn up in Britain each year,
particularly in late spring, and there have been
several in Somerset in recent years. Due to its
confiding nature almost everyone who made the
journey to see it, had excellent views and went away
well pleased. Some had travelled several miles, but
the bird impressed even those passers-by with little
interest in birds during its short stay.

Red-footed Falcon

In flight the Red-footed Falcon at times resembles a
Hobby, and when hovering, which it does often, a
Kestrel and is much the same size as these. Males
and females are strikingly different, the latter with a
complex plumage of buff and brown colours with
heavy barring on the wings and tail. Immature birds
resemble females, and the vast majority of birds we
see in Britain are young females. The Cothelstone
Hill bird was, however, a nice male though not a full
adult. Males are a dark uniform sooty grey in colour,
with bright red legs and russet feathering on the
thighs.
Unlike its near relatives this falcon feeds almost
exclusively on insects which it takes in the air like a
Hobby. Its talons are therefore weak, and pale in
colour. The Cothelstone bird also spent long periods
searching the short grass from observation perches
and pouncing on unfortunate grasshoppers and
beetles. Characteristically it was very tame, offering
close views both perched and in flight.
Red-footed Falcons breed in old tree nests of other
species, especially crows, and in Hungary will nest
colonially in Rookeries once the owners have raised
young and departed. They usually use those in
isolated groups of trees in open insect rich grassland,
which Hungary still has in abundance. The bird
migrates to southern Africa for the winter and, when
there, is most numerous in Namibia and Botswana.
It wasn’t the only rare visitor from the far east of
Europe around at this time. During late spring the
country had an influx of Rose-coloured Starlings with

at one time an estimated hundred or more widely
scattered from Cornwall to the Orkneys and
Hebrides. This is a very attractive relative of the
Common Starling with which most people are familiar
and it readily associates with these. Rose-coloured
Starlings are also communal nesters often using
holes in sandy banks tunnelled by Bee-eaters. They
specialise in eating large grasshoppers, including
locusts, and it seems this year was a very poor one
for these insects in their home territory, forcing the
birds to move west in search of alternative food.
Much of western Europe shared in this influx and,
perhaps not surprisingly, some settled down to breed
well outside their usual range. News has just reached
me of three pairs breeding successfully at a secret
location in southern France. Others may have nested
undiscovered elsewhere. There were at least three
individuals in Somerset and, true to form, these were
found in gardens with Common Starlings, often on
bird tables and fat balls. They didn’t stay more than a
day or two, moving off with the main flocks which are
themselves nomadic.
Rose-coloured Starlings behave much like their
common relatives but really are unmistakable, with
rose pink breast, belly and back contrasting with
black wings, head and tail. The beak and legs are
also pink. As far as I know the nearest bird to us was
near Curry Rivel for a few days in mid-June. Despite
their striking appearance I am sure some must have
been overlooked and it is quite likely some will be
seen into autumn. Check your local Starlings
carefully!

Rose-coloured Starling

Survey results for our own breeding birds are now
reaching me and, as usual, some species have done
well and others badly. I will share this news with you
in the next edition, as we move from autumn into
winter, say farewell once again to our Swallows, and
welcome our winter visitors.
Brian Hill
Somerset Ornithological Society welcomes
people whatever their level of interest in birds.
Please contact me on 01823 442918 for details.
Our 2020 programme will resume as soon as this
is permitted.
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The Monkton Inn

Autumn Tips
to Prepare Your Garden for Winter

New Takeaway Menu
TA2 8NP
Tel: 01823 412414
Email:
peterval2009@hotmail.com

A few hours tidying up your garden in autumn can
make a big difference when spring arrives.
Autumn is your chance to get rid of dead vegetation
left over from the summer, tidy your borders, clear out
your gutters, and so on. Here are a few ideas of the
things you might need to do.
Scrub off shade paint
Give greenhouse glass a thorough clean by scrubbing
shade paint from
your greenhouse
windows. This lets
more of the sun’s
rays through the
glass, helping to
keep winter
temperatures a little
bit higher.
Autumn clean
Leave no place for
pests to hide
Before over-wintering tender plants, remove everything
from your greenhouse, sweep out plant debris, and
disinfect all paths and staging, including the inside of
the glass. A hot solution of garden disinfectant or
Jeyes Fluid will help to prevent pests and fungal
infection. Also clean pots and seed trays in preparation
for spring sowing and planting.
Tidy up borders
To ensure a good display next spring, dig up annuals
and plant your beds with things such as pansies and
wallflowers. Cut back faded perennials to 5 cm above
ground level, but leave attractive seed heads to attract
insects and birds, they also look great covered in
autumn dew and give structure to the winter garden.
Once your borders are clean and tidy it is a good idea
to spread a layer of compost, bark chips or well–rotted
manure around the plants.
Looking after your lawn
Remove moss using a spring-tined rake and add it to
the compost heap. Brush in a sandy top dressing
afterwards, followed by an application of autumn lawn
feed to prepare your lawn for the cold winter months.
Improve drainage and aeration around paths by
making deep holes with the prongs of a garden fork at
10 cm intervals.
Lift tender species
Lift tender species like begonias and dahlias before the
first frosts come. Cut back the stems and lift the
tubers/rhizomes from the ground. Clean the soil from
them and store in a cool, frost free place in trays of dry
compost or sand, with just the top of crown visible.
Maintain garden equipment
Lawn mowers can be sent for a service to ensure that
it will be in perfect condition when you need it next
spring.
Shears and secateurs need sharpening and spades,
forks, and other tools will be better for having a good
wash. Dry everything thoroughly and oil metal parts to
prevent rust. Wooden handles can be cleaned and
protected with oil.

The Monkton Inn has been offering a Takeaway
Menu ever since the beginning of lockdown.
Orders to be phoned or emailed in by 11am for
Lunch and 5pm for Dinner on the day of collection
please.
Preferably bring own plates or else meals will be in
cardboard takeaway boxes.
Roast dinners on Sundays, orders to be placed by
6pm the previous Friday.
If you are self isolating in West Monkton village we
will deliver to you.
Kids Menu for £4!
Choose from:
Burger and Chips, Fish and Chips, Chicken
strips and Chips or Sunday Lunch (under 12s)
Menu:
Ham, egg and chips GF
£9
Steak, egg and chips GF
£12
Beefburger and chips GF
£9
Chicken burger and chips GF
£9
Vege burger and chips GF
£9
Sausage, chips and beans GF
£9
Risotto (ask for ingredients on day) GF
£9
Omelette GF Choice of two of the following:
Ham, cheese, mushroom, onion, tomato £9
Fish and chips GF
£9
Durban beef curry GF (Hot & spicy)
£10
Cape Malay curry GF (Mild chicken curry) £10
Thursday night is takeaway steaks:
Fillet £16, Sirloin £15 and Ribeye £15.
Please let us have your order by 5pm
Wednesday.
We will be offering Roast dinners on Sundays,
orders to be in by Friday at 5pm.
Beef or Pork £10
For an extra £3 - desert of the day
We are here to help wherever we can for as long
as we can. Peter and Val

Bathpool Chapel
Pastor Naomi Gull
Taunton Church of the
Nazarene
01823710453
07882764153
naomigull75@gmail.com /
bathpoolchapel@outlook.com
British Isles and South District
103 Bridgwater Road Taunton TA2 8BA.
Registered Charity 1166295
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Gardening Corner

Veronica spicata in foreground with allium seed heads and
calamagrostis

Designing gardens is a special thing to do and a
world away from the popular view of a landscape
architect. Although garden designers and landscape
architects are lumped together and often joined on
(as a poor relation) to architecture they are all very
different things. Much like an architect-designed
house, the hard landscaping of a garden can be
delivered as a finished, built product of concrete,
stone and gravel, often with a swathe of inert turf and
a few mean borders along the fence-lines. The
plants that the garden will contain are often an
afterthought, a few rushed visits to the garden centre
and an end feeling that something is not quite right.

Iris sibirica taking flight

I view garden design as being all about the plants.
From the very first moment, when planning a
garden I look at the space and imagine in my mind
how I want it to feel. I can then project shapes and
textures onto my mental image of the garden
which then allow me to think about which plants
would fulfil those roles. These can then be
winnowed down to likely candidates for the
design, given the soil, aspect and other local
conditions.
The huge benefit of thinking about the plants first
is that it allows you to build the hard landscaping
to suit the plants you want to use, adding things
such as shelter, raised levels, or depressions to
collect water. The amenity features of a garden
such as terraces and paths can fit in amongst the
plantings and I find this often makes them more
interesting spaces than something drawn with a
ruler on a blank page.
Having said all that about garden design, the idea
that a garden can be designed, planted and then
held at that moment forever is anathema to me.
Gardening is a process that never really yields a
final product, just joy, heartbreak and wonder
along the way, much like life. So seize the
moment, break the ruler and let the plants romp
away!
Tom Nielsen
http://www.biocentric.org.uk
Instagram: @tombiocentric

Artemisia, cupani sweet pea and salvia verticillata.

Copy deadline for December - November 2020 is 1st October 2020

Page 8

South Quantock Benefice
All services currently subject to pandemic
conditions - please check website for updates.
Please note:
at the time of going to press this service schedule is
PROVISIONAL and dependent on (changing)
government guidance for public worship.
We hope it may be possible to expand our service
schedule during this time - so for up to date
information please check with the Benefice Office or
our website: https://southquantockbenefice.org.uk/
We have already opened up all four of the church
buildings in the Benefice at specific times for private
prayer.
Also an 11am Holy Communion service will be held
in one of the churches each week.
The wearing of masks in church for services is
advised by government.
We will be following government guidance (e.g. on
social distancing, the celebration and distribution of
Holy Communion and not singing during worship).
In addition we continue to hold "Zoom" live worship
at 10am each Sunday for those who prefer not to
venture out just yet.
If you have any questions or concerns please be in
touch.

Churches are open at limited times for private
prayer, as below. We will update as changes
allow.
West Monkton: Thursdays 10am–12noon and
Sundays 2pm– 5pm
Broomfield:
Wednesdays 2pm – 4pm
Kingston:
Wednesdays 2pm - 4pm
and Sundays 11am – 1pm
Cheddon:
Tuesdays 2pm – 4pm
We are currently still offering the following:
· Live Sunday 10am ‘Zoom’ services – please contact
us for details
· Weekly news-sheet with readings, short reflection etc
and a video link for the YouTube reflection from the
clergy.
· To be added to our weekly news-sheet and short
YouTube video mailing list contact Michele:
sqbenefice@btconnect.com or see the website for
links
From the West Monkton church registers
Weddings:
We pray for this couple for life in all its fullness
together.
01.01.20
Timothy Thomas & Georgina Holdom

Services: All Holy Communion Services
at 11.00am
See website for updates as this is subject
to change
6th September
Kingston St Mary
13th September
20th September
27th September

West Monkton
Broomfield
Cheddon Fitzpaine

4th October

Kingston St Mary

11th October
18th October
25th October

West Monkton
Broomfield
Cheddon Fitzpaine

The Church has a variety of resources available to help us to pray. Here is the website address:
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
Using the Church of England website you will be able to join the Anglican Community in morning and evening
prayer as well as use download apps for your smartphone.
There are updates on Church of England Coronavirus website along with more information
and worship at home resources.
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-liturgy-and-prayer-resources
Facebook Link:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-Benefice-West-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfield-churches242102696183594/
Copy deadline for December - November 2020 is 1st October 2020
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West Monkton, Kingston St Mary, Cheddon &
Broomfield
Contact sqbenefice@btconnect.com

What is left to be said about the virus and the
opportunities the New Normal presents? There
has been a lot of optimistic talk of a greater sense
of community and how it won’t be possible to go
back to how things were. That last part is true
insofar as ‘going back’ is a physical impossibility we always ‘go on’ to the next step, albeit in the
light of our experiences.
The present policy in the easing process of
restrictions seems to be to trust businesses to ‘do
the right thing’ towards their employees. If that’s
the sum total of protection I’m just glad I don’t
work at the Post Office or Rolls Royce or
anywhere in the travel or hospitality trade. Up until
now, experience shows that in the hard world of
economics the right thing can only be done if it
leads to greater profit. Is that the sort of thing that
will change in the New Normal? It would be nice to
imagine so.
The church is less trusting of human nature. It
sees a fault-line in all human endeavour – even
the noblest of intentions get distorted and our

West Monkton Church
100 Club Prizewinners

choices need constant review. We cannot
afford to sit back and let the New Heaven and
the New Earth emerge by themselves, we are
to notice their tell-tale signs and put our
energies behind them. Almost always – unless
you are a footballing mega-star – this will be in
supporting small and local initiatives and
having our attention drawn to the hidden
people, those too easily overlooked by our
energetic culture.
So as we emerge from isolation it’s worth
asking who will feel included in whatever
society develops.
Will black lives matter – or will we hide our
prejudices behind a banner of all lives matter?
Will octogenarian lives matter – or will they
bear the consequences of our freedoms?
Will refugee lives matter – or is it their fault for
coming here in the first place?
Will there be homes, food, education,
employment, dignity, value, respect; will the
earth recover her breath and nature flourish –
or are our expectations now becoming
unrealistic?
If this is a moment of real
reflection – and maybe it isn’t,
but if it is – we need to renew
our efforts to engage beyond
our ‘bubble’ and be drawn into
the lives and thoughts and
loves of the rich variety of
humanity around us and the
incredible and fragile world in
which we live.
Rev. Jim

The Prayer Course

The July draw was held on 5th
First Prize: £89.00 Won by Ian &
Mary Mitchell
Second Prize: £44.50 Won by Sandra Adams
The sum of £311.50 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 89.
The August draw was held on 9th
First Prize: £90.00 was won by Lyn Batt
Second Prize: £45.00 was won by Ann Calder
The sum of £315.00 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 90.
Congratulations to the winners!
Your turn next month?
If you would like to join or hear more about the 100
Club, please contact:
Kate Ayres 01823 413873

The South Quantock Benefice are inviting you to join
in with a free online eight week prayer course. As we
journey together through the Lord’s prayer this
course offers a space to grow and deepen our prayer
life as individuals and as a community. We will meet
on zoom 7.30 -9pm each Wednesday 9th September
to 28th October. Each session will consist of an
introduction, watching a video, sharing in a
discussion and time of prayer.
To book your place please contact Rev Tracey
07854 489753 or for more information about the
course please look online at: https://prayercourse.org
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Parish Council
News

Community help and information sharing
Although lockdown restrictions are beginning to
ease, the established local help groups are still
available should you need any help or support. There
is the Monkton Heathfield Community Facebook
page, Aginhills Facebook page; and in our
neighbouring parish of Cheddon Fitzpaine, similar
pages have developed for Nerrols, Waterleaze and
Northwalls.
The West Monkton Parish Council Facebook page
continues, and Parish news is posted there and on
the website (www.westmonkton.net)

Highway Improvements including the
Western Relief Road
As many will be aware, Somerset County Council
(SCC) has made the decision to suspend the road
closure required to undertake the Creech Castle
Improvement works until 2021. It is therefore hoped
that the Western Relief Road will be delivered in
advance of these works. As soon as time scales are
clearer information will be added to the website.
MH2 Development
Somerset West and Taunton Council (SWT)
concluded a consultation on the Design Guide and
Concept Plan for MH2 in July. The Parish Council
made a detailed response to the consultation, a copy
is available on the website. SWT are now making
amendments to the Design Guide and Concept Plan
to reflect the comments that were received during the
consultation period. SWT anticipate that the final
documents will be approved at the relevant Council
meetings during September. Further updates will be
added to the website.
Litter Picking Equipment
During lockdown many of us have taken to exploring
and enjoying walks on our local footpaths and we
have received enquiries about whether litter picking
equipment is available to parishioners to use during
their walks to keep the Parish tidy. The Parish
Council does have a supply of equipment, if you
would like a set please email the Clerk
(clerk@westmonkton.net).

Business as usual
Throughout lockdown and its easing, the Parish
Council has continued to meet virtually on a regular
basis. Members of the public can still join the
meetings and information about how to do so is
included at the top of each meeting agenda which
are posted on the website and noticeboards.
It is anticipated that the Parish Council will return to
meeting face to face in the future when it is safe to
do so, in the meantime check the agendas when
they are posted on the website or noticeboards to
see how / where the meeting will be held.
If you aren’t sure of the calendar of meetings, please
check with the Clerk (clerk@westmonkton.net) or
Assistant Clerk (assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net).

Parish Council Website –
Photograph Competition
The Parish Council is currently reviewing and
updating the contents of the website. In doing so it
would like to add some more up to date photographs
to the collection that is already available on the
website. The Parish Council is therefore launching a
photograph competition.
If you would like to take part, please send your best
photos of the Parish the Clerk –
clerk@westmonkton.net by 30th September. The
winner will be announced in October and their

Brittons Ash Community Hall (BACH)
During lockdown, the BACH has been closed to
bookings. The hall reopened on 1st August with
specific rules and procedures in place to ensure that
the premises is safe for its users. Further information
is available on the website. If you are interested in
booking the BACH please contact our Bookings
Officer, Maggie (bachbooking@westmonkton.net).
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photograph will appear on the homepage. All other
entries will be added to the website. Good Luck!

soon as possible after the application is made, so
you don’t have to wait very long.
Budget/precept setting
The budget for the Parish Council for the year
2021/2022 will be considered in November. If you
have any suggestions for projects or initiatives
which the Parish Council could undertake in the
next financial year please contact the Clerk, or
Assistant
Clerk or any Councillor.
Neighbourhood plan review
The Neighbourhood Plan (NP) review started last
year with the survey to all houses in the NP area.
Progress has been slow due to Covid related
restrictions on the usual working of SWTC and
other statutory bodies who have to be consulted.
We hope to make progress later in the year.
Meanwhile, three projects have emerged from the
survey – an illustrated map of the play areas in
Cheddon Fitzpaine and West Monkton, a series of
notice boards, naming all play areas with points of
note, and a survey of seating in the parish and its
condition. If you can assist in any way please be in
touch.

Bus shelters
Although progress has been slow due to the
lockdowns associated with the Covid pandemic, the
Parish Council is in the process of securing the
necessary licenses from SCC to install bus shelters
at the two bus stops on the Bridgwater Road close to
Roys Place. They will be similar in style to the bus
shelters installed by the Parish Council last year
outside Monkton Elm Garden Centre.
Grants
If you, or your organisation, based in the Parish,
have a project that needs support which will enhance
the social and economic well-being of the
community, then you may be eligible for a Parish
Council grant. You can access the Grants Policy in
the ‘Parish Council Documents’ section of the
website (www.westmonkton.net). There isn’t a form
to fill in, but a list of items to include in your
application. If you would like to speak to someone
about your application, please call the or Assistant
Clerk or any Councillor. Grants are considered as
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New Puppies
The Independent news paper recently carried a
report warning the British public not to make an
“impulsive decision” to get a new pet during the
coronavirus lockdown. The Kennel Club revealed that
recent figures have shown a surge in interest in
adopting puppies. So, if you are a family with a new
puppy here is some information that might be useful.
Common emergencies in puppies
Puppies can have many of the health conditions of
adult dogs but there are a number of conditions that
are more common and serious in puppies. Some
forms of common puppy illness should be considered
an emergency and should be treated by a vet as
soon as possible. If you suspect your puppy is
showing signs of any of the following common puppy
emergencies contact your vet for advice.
1. Vomiting/diarrhoea
This is the most common reason that puppies are
seen in an emergency. Vomiting and diarrhoea are
very common in newly re-homed puppies for a
variety of reasons, including but not limited to: stress
of re-homing, parasites (including worms and
amoebae), bacterial infections, viral infections
(including the deadly parvovirus), dietary indiscretion
and/or rapid changes in diet, vitamin deficiencies,
toxins and congenital problems.
Puppies with vomiting and diarrhoea should be seen
by a vet if any of the following apply:
! They are lethargic, not acting normally or not
wanting to play
! The abdomen seems bloated or painful
! There is a large amount of fluid being lost through
vomiting or diarrhoea
! There is blood in the vomiting or diarrhoea
! The vomiting or diarrhoea has not responded to a
bland diet
! They have not yet received a full course of
vaccinations
! They are receiving medication for a different
reason
! There is a suspicion of an infectious cause (more
than one dog is affected, or a member of the
family is also displaying symptoms)
2. Foreign material ingestion
Puppies explore the world with their mouths – licking,
mouthing and chewing virtually everything they
encounter, and this behaviour can lead to a lot of
trouble! Chewing electric cables can be lifethreatening if they chew through the plastic and get
electric shock.
Poisons, toxins and drugs can all be more dangerous
if ingested by a puppy as their liver and kidneys have
not fully matured. Particular ‘favourites’ include slug
pellets, anti-freeze, chocolate, raisins, human
medications (e.g. painkillers) and other pets’
medication.
‘Foreign bodies’, or non-food materials getting stuck
in the gastrointestinal tract, are more common in
puppies. Symptoms often include vomiting,

diarrhoea, lethargy and abdominal pain. Hard objects
such as pieces of bone or stones may be possible to
be felt in the intestines by a vet, but objects in the
stomach or soft objects such as socks may require
an x-ray or an ultrasound to diagnose. While some
objects may pass through, surgery is often required
to remove the ‘snack’.
3. Other gastrointestinal problems
As their immune system isn’t fully developed,
puppies require more frequent doses of wormer than
adult dogs as they need to get rid of worms acquired
while in the mother’s womb and through the milk.
Large numbers of worms can cause intestinal
problems including vomiting, diarrhoea, abdominal
pain and weight loss. Worms are extremely common
in puppies and a vet will be able to recommend
wormers suitable for puppies.
4. Trauma
Due to their size, puppies are a lot more prone to
being stepped on or squashed beneath falling
objects, and are more likely to be seriously injured.
Puppies feel pain more easily than adult dogs. We
would always recommend that a puppy showing any
signs of pain, breathing difficulties or behavioural
changes after a traumatic incident should be seen by
a vet.
5. Respiratory problems
While not common, respiratory problems can
deteriorate much more quickly in puppies than in
adult dogs. Dogs that are panting should have
normal small amounts of chest motion if their mouths
are gently held closed to stop the panting – big
gasping chest movements are a sign for concern.
Any puppy struggling to breathe despite being at rest
should be immediately assessed by a vet. Similarly,
any puppy that has started coughing, wheezing or
making abnormal breathing noises should be seen
straight away.
6. Anaphylaxis
Anaphylaxis (an allergic reaction) is very rare but can
be life threatening if it occurs. The two main causes
in puppies involve insect stings/allergic reactions,
and vaccine/medication reactions.
For insect stings, swelling around the head/neck area
should always be checked by a veterinary surgeon,
as should any sting causing lameness or pain in the
area.
Medication reactions, including vaccine reactions,
are generally limited to lethargy and mild
itchiness/tenderness at the vaccine site for 24 hours.
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West Monkton
Cricket Club
Despite the long and frustrating, for
keen cricketers, lockdown West
Monkton Cricket Club have been busy.
Early in the season they announced their delight that
three of their junior players have been selected to
represent Somerset in this seasons age group cricket
programme. Left arm seam bowler Farran Gregory
has been selected for the Under 18's, batsman
Carson Richards will play in the Under 12's, and Luca
Gregory, a batsman, wicket keeper and leg spin
bowler will also represent the Under 12's.
Farran recently made his First Team debut for WMCC
in the season opener against Wellington and Carson
Richards has cemented a place in the seconds top
order for this season.
The club are incredibly proud of these three young
cricketers and can't wait to see how they develop in
the future. Chairman Wayne Hepple said;
‘We are delighted that the young lads have chosen to
play cricket for us and it shows how far the club has
come in the past few years. All three are smashing
young lads with huge potential and it been a delight to
see three polite young lads represent West Monkton
CC. The last person to play in a West Monkton side
that was playing county age group cricket was current
Somerset Captain Tom Abell. We look forward to
working with all three lads and will try and help them
progress to that level.’
The club says that they are always keen to hear from
good young cricketers who would like to play adult
cricket in a friendly but challenging environment.
Please contact the club for more information.
With the ECB releasing its guidance for the restart of
the cricket season at the beginning of July WMCC
asks; ‘Why not get involved this summer. We offer
three teams at various standards so it doesn't matter
what level you think you are at, there is a place for
you at West Monkton Cricket Club.
If you're local or fancy a change then get in contact
with us and we will provide you
with all the information you
need.’
So after over 3 months passing
with no cricket, action finally
started again on 16th July. A
side with a mixture of youth and
experience took on Crowcombe
in a 20/20 and came away
victorious by 9 wickets.
By the middle of July Saturdays
were finally all about cricket
again and West Monkton CC
3rds could play their first game.
It might not of been cricket as we
remember, but it was Saturday
cricket! The result didn’t go the
way that Monkton had wanted as
they lost by 7 wickets to

Ashbrittle CC 2nds but there were some positives to
take home.
Captain Wayne Hepple gave his thoughts on the day:
‘It wasn't to be today but hopefully we can leave the
mistakes in Ashbrittle for when we return home next
week.’
August brought an improvement in results, the 2nd Xl
beat Crowcombe 1st Xl by 22 runs. Winning the toss
captain Luke Thorne decided to send his team into
bat on a wicket that looked ok. Early on it seemed he
was going to be proven wrong as the ball was
popping one ball and the next not getting up at all.
The openers dug in until Nick Richards clothed one in
the air and was snapped up by the grateful fielder.
On Saturday 1st August the First XI make their MSL
debut away at Trull CC in Bubble League 3, the new
structure implemented to support cricket during
Covid. With Trull due to compete in the Premier
Division, two divisions higher than the level that
WMCC will be competing in next season, this was to
be a stern test. Winning the toss and deciding to bowl
on a wicket with a good covering of grass the ball
was thrown to new signing Farran Gregory and John
Salter and their bowling partnership continued in the
same vain as the pre season game. Gregory bowled
with good pace and beat the outside edge with great
regularity and Salter bowled with his usual accuracy
and ensured that runs were hard to come by for the
Trull openers.
Sam Wadham-Sharpe explained his thoughts
following a fine victory; ‘What a great way for us to
start our venture into the unknown by beating a
Premier Division side. Trull have recently taken the
journey that we will be taking as a club so this was a
great test to start with. I know eyebrows were raised
when we made the move and I have been made
aware of some of the ill informed comments doing the
rounds about why we made the switch so this victory
is a real statement for us and we let our cricket do the
talking.
A great win and we still have areas to improve on.
We will look to make those improvements over our
last 4 games.’
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News from West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE

The Trustees are happy to report that the Village
Hall will be fully open from 1st September. Until that
happens, we are working hard to make sure the hall
will be Covid ready.
You may have spotted that whilst in lockdown we
have at last replaced the fence at the front of the
building, it is now a very smart metal one.
During August we will be upgrading the sound
system which should mean that hirers will have a
much enhanced experience when visiting our hall.
Our Annual General Meeting, which would normally
have taken place in July had to be postponed and
will now take place on Tuesday 15th September at
7pm. Everyone is welcome to come along to see
how the hall is run for the benefit of the community.
If any of you would like to see a copy of our
accounts and might be interested in becoming

involved with the running of the building do please
contact Joyce Keyte: Tel: 01823 412294 or email:
joycekeyte@btinternet.com
We are a friendly group of people with the one aim
to serve the community. At the end of the AGM you
will be most welcome to join us in refreshments.
Our coffee mornings will resume in the Heathfield
Hall on Thursday 3rd September from 10am to
11:30am. The Government’s guidelines on Covid19 will need to be in operation.
It is hoped that we will be able to hold the Charity
Coffee Morning on 15th October. This will be to
raise funds for St. Margaret’s Hospice in memory of
Barbara Harper, a very supportive member of the
coffee mornings since they started.
From what we hear it looks as if some of the regular
groups who meet in the hall will be delaying starting
back in September because of the Covid-19
restrictions on numbers who can attend. We will
have more information in the next Village News.
Some future fundraising events are planned, they
are:
December 1st, 12:30pm for 1:00pm
Soup and Puds Lunch

Suduko
Sudoku is easy to play and the rules are simple. Fill in the blanks so that each row, each column, and each of
the nine 3x3 grids contain one instance of each of the numbers 1 through 9.
1. Medium difficulty

2. Difficulty - Hard

Solutions: Page 14
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A Glut of Tomatoes

1 Preheat the oven to 190C/375F/gas mark 5. Wash
the tomatoes then cut them in half and place on a
lined baking sheet. Lightly drizzle with coconut oil and
a pinch of salt. Place in the oven and roast for 30
minutes or so, until the tomatoes are caramelised and
fragrant.
2 While the tomatoes are cooking, heat some oil in a
large pan and add the onions, a pinch of salt, black
pepper, garlic, chilli flakes, star anise, bay leaves, and
coriander. Cook until the onions soften slightly – about
5 minutes. When the bottom of the pan gets dry, pour
in the balsamic vinegar to deglaze the pan.
3 Once cool, remove the star anise and bay leaves
and set aside for later. Place the tomatoes and
cooked onions in a food processor and blend to form a
puree. Using the back of a wooden spoon or spatula,
press the puree through a mesh sieve back into the
pan. (You can save the fibrous leftovers for a tomatobased soup or stew.)

If you have a lot of tomatoes all ripening at the same
time, these recipes may help you to use them up.
Drowned Tomatoes
Ingredients
! 500ml/18fl oz olive oil
! 1 bulb of garlic, cut in half horizontally
! handful mixed savoury herbs
! 500g/1lb 2oz mixed tomatoes
! salt and pepper
Method
1) Heat half of the oil in a pan. Add the garlic (cutside down) and mixed herbs.
2) Halve any large tomatoes.
3) Add the tomatoes to the pan and cook over a low
heat for about 30 minutes. Add salt and pepper,
to taste.
4) When the tomato is soft, take out the garlic. Put
the mixture into a sterilised bottle and pour over
the remaining oil to cover. It is important that the
tomatoes are completely covered with oil, so add
more oil if it is not enough to cover.

4 Return the star anise and bay leaves to the pan,
bring to a boil, reduce to a simmer, and cook until
thickened (5-10 minutes). Season to taste. If it is not
tangy enough, add 2-3 tsp of apple cider vinegar.
5 Once the ketchup has slightly cooled, pour into a
clean glass container and store in the fridge for a
week. It also freezes well.
Tomato Tarte Tatin
25g butter
splash of good olive oil
800g medium and small mixed tomato, halved across
the middle and seeds roughly scooped out
1 tbsp light soft brown sugar
1 tbsp red wine vinegar
1 tbsp fresh thyme leaves or oregano
375g block all-butter puff pastry
plain flour, for dusting
Method
! Heat oven to 220C/200C fan/gas 7.
! Melt the butter with a splash of olive oil in your
widest frying pan. Add the tomatoes, skin-side
down, in a single layer and cook over a low heat
until they release their juices. Lift out with a slotted
spoon and rearrange in a tart tin (roughly 23cm),
skin- side down – cram them in as they will shrink a
little and you don’t want any gaps.
! Add the sugar and vinegar to the pan, and cook
until the pan juices are reduced and syrupy. Drizzle
over the tomatoes in the tin, then scatter with the
oregano or thyme and season.
! Roll the pastry out on a lightly floured surface to a
good 25-26cm round. Lay on top of the tomatoes,
and tuck the edges down.
! Use a fork to prick holes all over the pastry – this
will help the steam to escape.
! Put tart tin on a flat baking tray and bake for 30
mins or until the pastry is golden brown and crisp.
! Let the tart sit for 10 mins, then run a knife round
the edge to release the pastry. Scatter with more
herbs to serve

These tomatoes are ‘drowned’ in olive oil and
flavoured with garlic and mixed herbs. The taste of
these tomatoes is very Mediterranean a blast of late
summer to use as a sauce any time in the next three
months.
Roasted Tomato Ketchup
If you've never made ketchup before, this is a really
straight forward recipe. Star anise and balsamic
vinegar add interesting flavours, but you can leave
these out if you like, it will still taste good.
Makes about 500ml
10 medium tomatoes (about 1kg)
Coconut oil
1 large onion, chopped
3 garlic cloves, crushed
A pinch of chilli flakes
3 star anise
3 bay leaves
1 tsp ground coriander
30ml balsamic vinegar
Apple cider vinegar to taste
Salt and black pepper
·
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FREE ITEMS/ITEMS FOR SALE/WANTED
Items up to £100 in value are included. We do
not make any charge for this service and take
no responsibility for the quality or safety of
the items advertised.
If you would like to include something in this
section please contact Lorna Walters on
01823 412017 or lc.walters33@btinternet.com
! Nothing will be available until after the
lockdown.

National Blood Donor Service
TRAVEL TO BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS IS
REGARDED AS ESSENTIAL TRAVEL.

Centres have put in place extra safety measures
Sessions will be held at:
St James Church
8th September
Taunton Catholic Centre
1st September
Creech St Michael village Hall
9th September

Thank You
Thank you to all our advertisers,
you keep our magazine
going and we
hope you get lots of business
from our readers.

For further details ring 0845 7711711
or go online at www.blood.co.uk

Taunton Deane Borough
Council
Information regarding the
change in opening hours for
the Customer Hub (Taunton
Deane Borough Council’s face to face service). The
new opening hours for the Customer Hub (face to
face) are;
Monday & Tuesday
8:30am – 5:00pm
Wednesday
9:30am - 5:00pm
Thursday & Friday
8:30am – 5:00pm

To get a pdf copy of the
Village News emailed to you,
Assembling the Poppy Project
See Page 28

please email
thelocalvillagenews@live.co.uk

Suduko Solutions
1.

2.
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Neil
Robertson
Plumbing & Heating
Ltd
Plumbing - Heating Renewables
We cover all issues. Big or Small
From a Boiler Service to Full installation

Energy & Cost Efficient Living

over 30 years in business
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm
T: 01823 413999
Emergency mobile: 07050263606
e: info@neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk
www.neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk

07486388422
stephanieberner.music@gmail.com

A.G. PURCHASE

PIANO TUITION
Stephanie Berner
Bmus(Hons), DipLCM
Soprano - Professional singer
Singing, theory and piano teacher

Dodhill Green,
Nailsbourne
Taunton TA1 8AD
Tel:01823 451342

Tailor made, one-toone, at home support.
96% of clients
recommend us.

!

Mortgages

!

Equity Release

!

Protection

!

Buildings Insurance

!

Commercial Lending

!

Business Protection

James
Gray

ALCM, LLCM, FLCM

Home Instead
Senior Care take
great pride in
being there to help
people stay in the
comfort of their
own home.

Our award winning service includes:

! Companionship
! Light
Housekeeping
! Local
Transportation
! Meal Preparation
! Personal Care

! Medication
Reminders
! Respite
Services
! Specialist
Dementia Care
! Trips Out

ESTATE AGENTS

Your Local Estate Agents
Home Field View North,
Prockters Farm, West Monkton,
Taunton, Somerset TA2 8QN
01823 426090
sales@jamesgrayestateagents.com
jamesgrayestateagents.com

Tincknell Fuels Ltd
Your Local Fuel & Heating
Specialists

Heating Oil Deliveries
Tank Maintenance
Gas & Oil Boiler Servicing

¸ Gas & Oil Boiler Breakdowns

Priors Way, Monkton Heathfield, Taunton

Tel: 01823 413113
A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED AGAINST YOUR
HOME. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU
DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
OR ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT

Please call - 01823 211121 to discuss how
we can help.
www.homeinstead.co.uk/tauntonwestsomerset
Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise is
independently owned and operated.

01749 683911
www.tincknells.com
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HILARY NORMAN
Foothealth Practitioner RFHP
GENERAL FOOT CARE
Nail Cutting & filing, Corn & Callus removal,
In-growing toenails, fungal infections and
general advice on the care of your feet.
Treatment in the comfort of
your own home
01823 490280
07969 448793
hilary.norman@btinternet.com

BEN GRAY

CARPENTRY
Fully Qualified Carpenter
For All Your Carpentry Needs
T: 07540328951
E: benfgray@gmail.com

For an appointment
call
01823 351122

Taunton Solicitors
Legal Services and Advice
BUYING AND
SELLING PROPERTY
FAMILY LAW & DIVORCE

SHARED OWNERSHIP HELP
TO BUY
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

LASTING POWERS
OF ATTORNEY

WILLS
PROBATE & TRUSTS

Visit our website for discounts and costs
www.tauntonsolicitors.com
2 Tangier Central Taunton TA1 4AP
e-mail: info@tauntonsolicitors.com

Oven Cleaning Services
All types of ovens professionally cleaned.
Household friendly process throughout.
Are You Looking for a Keep Fit Class?
Come along, socialise, make new friends and have
fun keeping fit!
West Monkton Village Hall Wednesdays 6pm to 7pm.
£6.00 (Term time only)
Aerobic based exercise for all abilities
and levels of fitness.
Come and have fun getting fit.
For more details contact:
Heather on 07561498365 fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather

Have your cooker restored to like new condition.
Including Ranges, AGAs, Extractors, Microwaves, Hobs

Call Orlando Jackson for more information
Est: 2010
Find us on Facebook
Oven Cleaning Services Langport

01458252551
07519118856

Copy deadline for December - November 2020 is 1st October 2020

Page 19

Covering the whole of Somerset & Devon

Our Services include:
- TV Aerial installation
- Sky installation
- Extra TV points
- Freesat installation
- BT TV
- Digital TV set up
- Aerial Repairs

01823 325930

www.toneaerials.co.uk

aerialcaresouthwest@gmail.com

DISTINCTIVE MEMORIALS
BY
MANNING & KNIGHT
Also added inscriptions and maintenance
work on
existing memorials
32 Kingston Road
TAUNTON 275755
www.manningandknight.com
Competitive Prices All Year Round
LES MARSH CARPETS
Wide Selection of Flooring Samples Available
Karndean Flooring, Vinyl & Natural Flooring
Remnants & Roll Stock Available
Estimating & Fitting Service
Property Letting Specialists & Insurance Work
Undertaken
Knowledgeable & Friendly Staff
Family Run Company Since 1979
THE COMPLETE SERVICE

Visit Our Extensive Showroom

Household Cleaning Undertaken
20 years experience
Caring person who is willing to do all household
tasks. Will also help with shopping, collecting
prescriptions, accompanying to appointments
etc.
References can be
supplied.
Reasonable charges.

With Easy Parking
Cook Way, Bindon Road, Taunton TA2 6BJ
Open: Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 2pm
For a free estimate or service call 01823 335952
or email lesmarshcarpets@bt.connect.com
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Alex Holley
Flooring

For all your flooring
requirements

Your local specialist
for:
Carpet, Vinyl,
Kardean,
Wood and Safety
Flooring

SOM
E

TEAM

Tel: 07734860724
Pilates and Totter Strength
and Balance Class
Keeping you Steady on
your feet.
Brittons Ash Community Hall
TA2 7FT
For bookings and
enquires contact:
Dianne
Mobile:
07850473428
Email:
funfit.dianne@btinternet.com

Mobile Foot Care
Professional foot treatment & advice
in your own home

Ingrowing Toenails
General Foot Care
Cracked Heels
Nail Trimming
Callouses
Corns
Phone:
079699 12080
Email:
rachaelsalter1234@gmail.com

DÉCOR 8 with Atlas

Somerset’s Largest Independent
Stairlift & Mobility Aid Supplier
Frobisher Way - Taunton TA2 6BB
Mobility Shop open Monday to Fri day
9am - 5pm
and Saturday between 9am - 1pm

T: Taunton 01823 288196
E: info@somersetstairlifts.co.uk
W: www.somersetstairlifts.co.uk

Home & Property
Maintenance
For all your painting,
decorating, carpentry
& maintenance
requirements
Contact Bob on
01823 413510
or
07790 812327
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The Monkton Inn

Nails & Beauty

Thank you for your support
during Covid 19
Come and try our new menu and
enjoy your meal in our beautiful
garden.
All tables socially distanced.
Kids play area.
Tel: 01823 412414
email:
peterval2009@hotmail.com

Bio Sculpture Gel Nails
Manicures
Pedicures
Waxing
Facials
Massage
Eyelash & Eyebrow
Treatments
St Tropez Tanning
Lisa Griffin
Yallands Hill, Monkton Heathfield

Mobile: 07977185840
Email: lisajayne_g@yahoo.co.uk
www.pampernailsandbeauty.co.uk

DT GAS
Heating & Plumbing

70 Station Road
Taunton TA1 1NX

Traditional Men’s Wear
Large size specialist 60 chest & waist

Tel: 01823 333332
Mob: 07811166829
email: dave@daveterrell.co.uk
NSC ACCOUNTANCY
& TAXATION SERVICES
Over 29 years experience
within large, local accountancy firms

I offer local, friendly, personal help
with:
! Initial set-ups, Vat registration etc
! Bookkeeping & Vat Returns
! Making Tax Digital (MTD)
! Sole Trader & Partnership
Accounts
! Limited Company Account
! Property Letting Accounts
! Tax Returns
! Corporation Tax Returns
PAYE, CIS and more ......
Give Nicky a call on 07557092087
or email
nicky@nscaccounting.co.uk

Tel/Fax: 01823 333169
E-mail: post@gurds.co.uk
www.gurds.co.uk

RIVERSIDE BUTCHERS
“Meat to please you,
Pleased to meat you”
Suppliers of high quality
local produce
Local Beef, Pork, Lamb,
Veal, Poultry and Game
Award Winning Homemade
Sausages, Pies, Faggots,
Bacon and Black Pudding
Home Cooked Meats
Free delivery
when you spend £30 or more
Supplying to the public and catering
trade

Tel: 01823 289097
Riverside Place, St James Street, Taunton

www.riversidebutchers.co.uk

TONE VETERINARY
CENTRE
! A Healthy Pet Club Loyalty
Scheme that spreads the cost of
your pets routine healthy care
! Exclusive MiPet food range and
Royal Canin Range of pet foods
! Exclusive MiPet Cover pet
insurance
! Free weight clinics with our
practice nurse
! Easy access and ample free
parking
Look on our website at
www.tonevets.co.uk for information
and matters relating to the health of
your pet and
www.facebook.com/tonevets for
practice updates
Surgeries at: Lisieux Way,
Blackbrook 01823 333909
Morse Road, Norton Fitzwarren
01823 340660
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A. STEWART
Plumbing & Heating
!
!
!
!
!
!

!

!
Natural Gas & LPG
Oil Installations & Servicing
!
Boiler Installations &
Servicing
Central Heating Systems !
!
Power Flushing
Bath Rooms/Shower
Rooms
Cloakrooms/Kitchens

Residential Park Homes &
Caravans
Cookers/Fires/Water
Heaters/Space Heaters
Vented/Unvented Water Systems
Energy Efficiency Qualified
Technician
! General Plumbing & Heating
Maintenance
! Call Outs and & Emergencies
Welcome

Call Ashley on: 07590729084 / 01823 412263
Email: info@astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk
www.astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk

LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL LAWNS
Garden Landscaping
Patios/Stone Walling/Decking/Pergolas
Commercial & Residential
! Laylawn Artificial Grass Licensees for the
South West
Contact: 01823 252023
www.englishgardenco.co.uk
www.lazylawntaunton.co.uk

Wastewater Maintenance Engineers
Covering all of the South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?
Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting, Tank Emptying,
Rainwater Harvesting System.
Service and Repairs, Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank
Inspection.
All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer.

FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!
M: 07749 118 500 | E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk |
W: www.alphawastewater.co uk
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Ben Maughan
Garden Services

DARREN GRAY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

! All aspects of soft landscaping
! Hedge laying
(NHLS accredited)
! Specialise in larger estates
! Kitchen gardens
! Border design/maintenance
! Hedge trimming/Strimming
! Chainsaw work
(NPTC certificate)
! Irrigation systems
! Turfing

ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC
WORKS TO 18th EDITION
REGULATIONS

FOR ALL YOUR
ELECTRICAL
NEEDS
MOBILE: 07764996937

Fully insured
07969638855/01823618096
bcmaughan@gmail.com
www.benmaughan.co.uk

Messrs. E White & Son
(Taunton) Ltd.

DAVE BAKER
For all your
GARDEN REQUIREMENTS

*Fencing
*Hedge Cutting
*Drives *Walls *Paths
*Patios
Competitive Rates
Free estimates
Tel: 01278 662238
Mob: 07796658721
davebakerlandscapingservices.co.uk.

MOT
WHILE YOU WAIT
CROFT GARAGE LTD

Monkton Heathfield
01823 412393

138/139 East Reach, Taunton
Tel: Taunton 272183
(Day & Night Assistance)

Repairs & Servicing
Free Collection & Delivery

Family Funeral Directors
for Three Generations

Outdoor YOGA Classes
in Monkton Heathfield

A very friendly group of
like-minded people practising
yoga outdoors.
Indoors for the winter.
Tuesday 6pm Thursday 9:30am
£5
You DON'T have to be flexible to
start yoga.
Bring a mat, water and a blanket.
Lena on 07402729410
or 01823618096
elena.maughan@gmail.com

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Care At Home

Fireplace Showroom
Chimneys Relined & New Build
HETAS registered Installers

Tel: 01460 74612
Fireplace Showroom,
Tail Mill Lane,
Merriott TA16 5PF

www.wicksheating.co.uk

Registered Qualified Micro Provider
DBS Checked and Fully Insured
Offering Help and Support
In Your Home
Personal Care
Housework
Shopping, Trips Out, Appointments
The List is Endless...
Nothing Is Too Much Trouble
For a friendly chat, I'd love to help
call Rachael on
01823 451187 or 07969944520

A huge thank you to all our advertisers
in this difficult time.
World
DayNews
at West
Monkton
Primary
Please support local businesses and please mention
theBook
Village
when
you contact
them.
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The Monkton Players
Like everyone, the Monkton Players have been
hugely affected by the Covid pandemic. We were a
week away from performing Spirit Level when we got
the news that we would have to cancel.

We were hugely disappointed as we'd put a lot of
time, effort and money into the play, but of course,

the safety of our
group and our
audience came
first.
We initially hoped
that if the crisis
passed quickly
enough, we'd be
able to continue
with the play at a
later date.
Unfortunately, we
now realise this is
unlikely and so
we have
confirmed that
there will be no
Autumn
production this
year. We are
fortunate that our insurance has covered most of our
losses, which means the group is safe and can
continue into the future.
During lock-down we were unable to continue with
our weekly visit to The Merry Monk, which was a
very big struggle for some of our older, beer-loving
members. Luckily, with the easing of restrictions and
the opening of pubs, we have been able to restart
this tradition and our Tuesday nights are once again
filled with company, laughter and beer!
During the early weeks of lock-down, I hosted two
'Virtual Pub Quizzes' on Zoom. Both weeks were
great fun and gave everyone a chance to catch up
(once the technical issues were sorted!)
The most enjoyed round was the picture round,
where I had placed the faces of our members onto
famous Film and TV show characters. I include a
couple here for you to enjoy.
Thank you for all your support over the years, please
stay safe and we hope to bring you some laughter
again in 2021.
Tim Hiscock - The Monkton Players

And Finally ...
God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and the
wisdom to know the difference.
Karl Paul Reinhold Niebuhr
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