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The beautiful Wryneck
See Pages 28 & 22

  Above: All the fun of the farm.
  See Page  10

Can YOU help the Village Hall?
See Page 10
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Useful Names and Telephone Numbers

Rector: Rev. Mary Styles - 01823 451189
The Vicarage, Kingston St Mary, TA2 8HW
Associate Vicar half-time: Rev Jim Cox - 07967817337
Churchwardens: Pearl Jeanes - 01823 412804

   pearljeanespcc@gmail.com
 Sally Hillman - 01823 418014

   sallyhillman@hotmail.co.uk
   staugustines.churchwarden@gmail.com
P.C.C Secretary: Sue Cleave  - 07468608921
P.C.C Treasurer:  David Cooke
Captain of Bell ringers: Pearl Jeanes -  412804
Church Flower Organiser: Angela Dill - 412395
Mothers’ Union: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
Benefice Office: Michele Hardiman - 01823 451257
Benefice Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-Benefice-
West-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfield-
churches-242102696183594/
Benefice website: www.southquantockbenefice.org.uk

Parish Council Clerk:: Amy Shepherd   01823 412922
clerk@westmonkton.net
PC Community Clerk: Kate Welsh      07505984006
community@westmonkton.net
PC Chairman: Stuart Haskins               07824410997
stuarthaskins@westmonkton.net
Community Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk
Parish Council Website: www.westmonkton.net
Litter Hotline: 03003048000

West Monkton Primary School Head:
Daniel Seviour - 01823 412582
Heathfield Community School Head:
Hannah Jones - 01823 412396
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 01823 414141

Taunton Deane Community Transport:
01823 331266  Mon-Fri. 9 am to 4 pm (Slinky Bus
24hrs notice).

Village Hall:
Telephone, incoming calls only - 01823 412068
Booking Officer: Mrs Lyn Batt Tel: 01823 412089
Chairman: Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Vice Chairman: Colin Bentley Tel: 01823  413193

BACH (Brittons Ash Community Hall)
Chairman: Barry Gage  07752723311
 barrygage125@btinternet.com
Booking Officer: Maggie Little  01823 323662
bachbookings@westmonkton.net

CCS Village Agent: please call this main number, they
will then connect you to the correct Village Agent at the
time of calling - 01823 331222.

Police Contact numbers:

Non emergency telephone 101
Emergency 999

To keep up to date on what’s been happening in our
area, you can follow police social media pages:
Twitter: @ASPWestSom        @ASPolice
Facebook
If you have any queries, the team can be contacted at:
SomWestNPTTaunton@avonandsomerset.police.uk

PCSO Tony Wearmouth  8413 07889 655312
PCSO Steve Chapman   9981

Regular Events at West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE

Slimming World
Mondays 08:30 - 11:30     17:30 - 20:30
Jittabugs
Mondays 13:45 - 14:45
Phoenix Camera Club
Mondays 19:30 - 21:30
Art Club
Tuesdays 08:30 - 17:30
Badminton
Tuesdays (Ladies)    14:00 - 15:00
Wednesday (Mixed)   20:00 - 21:00
Brownies
Tuesdays (except school holidays)            18:00 - 19:30
Monkton Players
Tuesdays (check ‘What’s On’ for dates) 20:00 - 22:00
Yoga
Wednesday 09:30 - 10:45
Fitness for Fun
Wednesday 18:00 - 19:00
Writers Group
Wednesday 19:30 - 21:30
Coffee Morning (Ladies & Gents)
Thursday 10:00 - 11:30
Friendship Club
Once a month (2nd Thursday) 13:30 - 16:30
Ladies Afternoon Tea
Third Thursday of month 14:30 - 16:30
Bounce & Burn
Thursday 18:00 - 19:00
Monkton Evening WI
Fourth Thursday of month 19:15 - 21:25
Trams & Light Railways
Once a month on a Saturday 13:30 - 16:30
Hardy Plant Society
Once a month on a Saturday 09:30 - 13:00
Orchid Society
Once a month on a Sunday 14:00 - 17:00
‘O’ Gauge Model Railways
Quarterly on a Sunday 09:00 - 17:00

For more information, please contact Joyce Keyte
Tel: 01823 412294
Email: joycekeyte@btinternet.com
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Village News:

Please forward information for the next edition to the Editor:
Dawn Watts, Tel. 01823 412201 dawnwattsdk@yahoo.co.uk

Village News Treasurer Ken Jones
Distribution of the Village News is organised by: Barry Gage,
Maggie & Gordon Little.
Submissions to Village News may be made by e-mail or by hard
copy.  Please ask for a receipt to your e-mail to ensure that it
arrives. Items submitted will be subjected to editing if necessary.
The deadline for submissions for the
January - February 2023 Village News  is 1st December 2022

To get a pdf copy of the Village News emailed to you,
please email

thelocalvillagenews@live.co.uk

The Monkton Players present
Another Evening of Laughter!

West Monkton Village Hall,
Monkton Heathfield,

TA2 8NE

3 November - 5 November

Description
3 One Act Plays and a Sketch.
Last Tango in Little Grimley &
Murder in Little Grimley
By David Tristram
Rambles on Radio by Robert Scott
A Sketch ‘Country Matters’ by Tony
Hiscock
Directed by Tim Hiscock
The Monkton Players were originally
formed in 1949 and performed in the
then Victory Village Hall (built on the
site of the current Village Hall car
park). The first ever Monkton Players
production was the one act play ‘The
Proposal’ by Anton Chekov. The
Players were forced to disband in the
1960′s. The village was left without a
drama group until 1980, when the
present Monkton Players were
reformed.
Since then we have performed over
65 plays and are still the only village
hall group to have performed for a
week at the Brewhouse, our
successful 10th Anniversary
production ‘Outside Edge’.

Opening Hours
Thursday 3rd, Friday 4th & Saturday
5th November
8pm
Pricing
Adult £10.00
Concession (OAP & Students) £9.00

Tickets on sale at Taunton Visitor
Centre

T: 01823 340470 / 0333 6663366
E:tauntonvisitorcentre@somersetwe
standtaunton.gov.uk
W: monktonplayers.co.uk/

Happy Christmas
to the whole community

from all the Village News team
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Letter from Rev Jim

South Quantock Benefice
office@southquantockbenefice.org.uk
(The parishes of West Monkton,
Kingston St. Mary, Broomfield &
Cheddon Fitzpaine)

Some years ago, I spent the last few
months of the year in India.
Marvelous experience, of course, but even as I was
enjoying the warm weather and beautiful flowers,
what I missed was the damp darkness of autumn as
the light and the colours fade. It is a season of
hunkering down and, if finances allow, some
cosiness.

Darkness has its own beauty and it affects us
differently from the bright light. And it is within this
autumn season that the church marks All Saints, All
Souls and Remembrance: in different ways each a
“momento mori” for us all. It is a time of the year
when, before we turn our face towards Christmas,
we look back and notice those we have lost this
year: personal losses as well as our national loss
with the death of the Queen.

And while there is a fashion for ‘celebrating the life’
of a loved-one, this works best if we have faced up
to the reality of their death, of our loss and the new
reality we inhabit without them. Glib attempts to
‘cheer us up as that is what they would have
wanted’ are shallow and damaging, and not what we
need at all.

This is partly why, for the last few years, we in the
church have offered a service we call “The Coldest
Night” (this year, Sun 11th Dec at 3pm in
Kingston St Mary). It is a quiet service where we
reflect on Christmas without all the bling that can so
often seem to hurt our eyes. It is not only for those
who are mourning – although it is a good chance to
remember with thanksgiving the lives of those who
won’t be at our table this year; it is also a time to
reflect prayerfully on the promises of the Christmas
story: of God-with-us, whether we feel it or not. God-
with-us in our depths as well as our heights, our
sorrows and our joys.

 from Rev Jim

St Augustine’s Church
100 Club Prizewinners

September
The  draw was held on Thursday 1st September
First Prize: £99.00 won by Carol Hicks
Second Prize: £49.50 won by Brian Hill
The sum of £346.50 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 99.
October
The draw was held on  Monday 3rd October
First Prize: £99.00 was won by Jamie Coram
Second Prize: £49.50 was won by Norman Cavill
The sum of £346.50 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 99.
Congratulations to the winners!  Your turn next
month? If you would like to join or hear more about
the 100 Club, please contact:
Kate Ayres  01823 413873

All Souls Service:
Tuesday 2nd November 6:30pm
Service will be held in West Monkton church

We specifically invite those who have been
recently bereaved, but it
is a wonderful
opportunity for us all to
come together to pray,
and to remember with
deep affection those we
have lost along life's way.

Remembrance Sunday:
November 13th Services

10:00am Act of Remembrance
in Broomfield
10:50am Remembrance
Service in Cheddon

10:50am Remembrance Service in Kingston
10:50am Remembrance Service in West
Monkton

Remembrance Day
Friday 11th November 2:00pm

In Somerset Wood
A community act of remembrance to

which all are welcome.
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Please see our website for up-to-date information
www.southquantockbenefice.org.uk

Masks are now optional, though we will continue
to maintain distance and sanitise to protect
ourselves and others.
November
 6th 8:30am     BCP Communion West Monkton

10:00am    Holy Communion  Kingston St M
          4:00pm     Evening service  Broomfield
13th   8:30am     BCP Communion    Kingston St M
          10:00am   Act of Remembrance   Broomfield
          10:50am   Remembrance service West M
          10:50am   Remembrance service   Cheddon
          10:50am   Remembrance service Kingston
20th  8:30am  BCP Communion West Monkton
        10:00am   All-age service          Kingston St M
        10:00am  Holy Communion      Cheddon F P
27th  8:30am  BCP Communion      Kingston St M
        10:00am Holy Communion      West Monkton
        10:30am  Holy Communion      Broomfield
          6:00pm  Benefice Advent Service
               Kingston St M

December
4th     8:30am   BCP Communion    West Monkton
          10:00am  Holy Communion   Kingston St M
           6:00pm   Evening service      Broomfield
11th   8:30am   BCP Communion    Kingston St M
          10:00am  Holy Communion   West Monkton
          10:30am  All-age service       Broomfield
           3:00pm  Coldest Night sevice  West Monk.
           4:00pm   Carol Service          Cheddon F P
18th    8:30am   BCP Communion    West Monkton
          10:00am  Holy Communion    Cheddon F P
          10:00am  All-age service        Kingston  St M
           6:00pm   Carol service           Kingston St M
           6:00pm   Carol service           West Monkton
 24th   9:00am   Christmas Communion  Cheddon
           4:00pm    Crib service            West Monkton
           4:00pm    Crib service            Kingston St M
           11:30pm  Midnight service     Kingston St M
25th  10:00am All-age Holy Communion
                Broomfield
         10:00am All-age Holy Communion
                West Monkton
January

1st 10.00am   Benefice: United Holy Communion
                Kingston St M

To be added to our weekly news-sheet mailing list
contact Michele:
office@southquantockbenefice.org.uk  or see the
website for links www.southquantockbenefice.org.uk

 From West Monkton Registers:

Baptisms:

14th August  Rafferty
28th August George

Funerals / Burials / Ashes interment:

7th September
  Peter Kirk
             – ashes interment in churchyard
7th September
  Jean Dyte
                       – Funeral and burial in churchyard
24th September
  David Bellman
  – memorial service
24th September
  David & Luella Bellman
  – interment of ashes

 MEN’S GROUP MEETINGS:

Sat 5th November
Taunton Titans rugby k.o. 3pm
(Preceded by Act of Remembrance)

Sun 11th December
Planning meeting Monkton Inn 7pm

We welcome new members
contact Jim for more information:
jimcox11@gmail.com

United Benefice
Advent Service

Sunday 27th November

6:00pm

Kingston St Mary Church
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Hi everyone

After such a great summer, the mornings are
definitely getting chillier, but as long as we
have a bit of sun I don’t think any of us mind –
not sure about you all, but its the grey days I
don’t like and particularly when you go into
shops and they already have Christmas
decorations out!
After our usual break in August we kicked off in
September with a visit from two lovely chaps
from Somerset Road Safety, showing us how
we can drive safer for longer as 97% of
accidents are due to driver error. As we are all
ladies of a certain age, we can all remember
when there were less cars on the road and
cars were definitely not as complicated as they
are now. Just these two things have definitely
increased road casualties figures.
What makes you a safer driver?
Concentration, Observation, Anticipation,
Space and Time.  The guys brought up topics
such as the new LED lights which a lot of the
modern cars have, which makes them very
bright for the oncoming traffic.  Loss of
confidence and how we can make changes to
overcome this, such as: your choice of car, use
of a sat-nav, looking at the time of the day you
make your journey not going out at peak time if
you can help it and perhaps, if possible, not
drive at night.
Very interesting evening, and certainly food for
thought.

A date for your diary .... we are holding a
Christmas Quiz on the 10th December at the
Main Hall in Monkton Heathfield, same
Quizmaster as usual (Martin),  Tickets are £7
per head, maximum of 6 per team, and the cost
includes  a ploughmans supper and a cup of
tea/coffee.
If you would like to make up a team (or even if
you can’t make a team but are happy to join
another team) ring Shirley on 01823 619084.

If you would like to come along to one of our
meetings for a taster session,  you will find us a
friendly ‘bunch’ and you would be made very
welcome.   If you would like some more
information just ring me, Shirley Hector, on
01823 619084 and I would be pleased to give
you some more information, the meetings start
at 7:30pm at the Heathfield Hall, West Monkton
Village Hall.

2022/2023 Programme:

October 27th:        Taunton Scrubbers
November 24th:    The Great British Shake
                  Off (Keep fit with Pom Poms)
December 8th:       Christmas Meal
January 26th:         Social Evening
February 23th:        Farm talk on Dairy Cows
March 23th:            St Giles Kennel

Shirley Hector
Monkton Evening WI

Christmas Services Across the Benefice:

The Coldest Night – reflective service
11th December  3:00pm West Monkton
Carol Services
11th December  4:00pm Cheddon Fitzpaine
18th December   6:00pm Kingston St Mary
18th December  6:00pm West Monkton
21st December  7:00pm Broomfield
Christmas Eve
Crib Services     4:00pm West Monkton

               4:00pm Kingston St Mary
Christmas Eve Communion 9:00pm Cheddon Fitzpaine
    11:30pm Kingston St Mary
Christmas Day
All-Age Communion   10:00am West Monkton

                           10:00am Broomfield
New Years Day
1st January 2023  10:00am United Benefice Holy Communion - Kingston St Mary
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Singles Club

Our next get-togethers:

December 13th
Christmas lunch at The Maypole Inn
12:30pm      Two Courses

January 10th

Mulled wine and Mince-pies
11am  at Langaller Farm House
Names to me please.Dianne

New friends are always very welcome.
To find out more ring Dianne on 01823 412857.

The photo above shows Henry Besley
explaining about his collection of old farm tools
and implements when the Singles Club visited
Langaller Farm House in September.

Sunflower Competition

For the second year running, families across West
Monkton, Monkton Heathfield and Bathpool have
taken part in sunflower growing competitions in an
eco-partnership between West Monkton Parish
Council (WMPC) and Monkton Elm Garden Centre.
Growers were supplied with a free planting pack
including seeds and pot and the competitions
culminated in a prize giving ceremony where Mike
Lind from Monkton Elm Garden Centre and Norman
Cavill from WMPC had great delight in awarding
trophies and gift vouchers to the winners.
Mike said: “It has been fantastic to be part of this
competition once again, enhancing our local habitat
for friendly pollinators this summer, and it is wonderful
to have been able to bring growers of all ages
together as a community”

Norman Cavill of West Monkton Parish Council
added: “Following on from Monkton Elm’s support of
our Community Fridge and Garden projects, we have
been thrilled to partner once again with Mike and the
team here at this important business in our parish. On
our walks around the area, councillors have been
delighted to
see so many
sunflowers
poking their
heads above
fences and
hedges, not
only for the
benefit of the
bees, but also
as a show of
support and
solidarity for
the many
families from
Ukraine who
are being
hosted in our
community.”

Cllr Norman Cavill and Monkton Elm Garden Centre’s Mike Lind
with winners (l – r) Marina, Sam, Aidan, Ralphie, Mason and
Oscar

School Grower of the Year, first prize:
Monkton Elm Garden Centre’s Mike Lind
with Ralphie
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Bathpool
Chapel

01823 710453         07882764153
naomigull75@gmail.com
bathpoolchapel@outlook.com

Greetings dear friends
This will be the first year in 70 years we will not
have a Christmas Day broadcast from her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth who has gone to be with our
Lord Jesus Christ. Life without our Queen was not
something we had been emotionally prepared for
and the suddenness of her departure was, and is,
still upsetting when we remember her life and all
that she meant to those who loved her.
I am reminded of the disciples on the road to
Emmaus after the crucifixion and disappearance
of their beloved Rabbi (teacher) and Lord. (Luke
24: 13 – 35) They were downhearted and lost, not
knowing what to do. Jesus appeared beside them
and they didn’t recognise him in his transformed
body until he broke bread with them at the house
where they were staying and then their eyes were
opened to see Him for who He was, the risen
Christ.
Our Queen had a strong and abiding faith in God
the Father, Jesus Christ the Son and the Holy
Spirit and will one day be dwelling in a Mansion
far more wonderful than any palace or castle she
lived in on earth because Jesus himself has gone
ahead to prepare it for her. She will see him face
to face and KNOW that her Redeemer lives! May
everyone who reads this feel their heart stirring
and a longing in their soul to experience what our
dear Queen has been promised as we celebrate
the birth of the Saviour King this Christmas time.

Services:    Every Sunday afternoon at 3:00pm,
with Holy Communion. (Tea and biscuits/cake
afterwards)

Bible studies: ‘Freedom in Christ’ is a 10-week
Life Changing Course every Tuesday Evening
7pm to 8:30pm. Please contact us for more
details.

It’s Back! Tell your friends OUR HEARTY
Vegetable SOUP with Crusty Rolls, Tea and
Coffee is being served Saturdays in the Chapel
from 12.00pm:
OCTOBER  8, 15, 22 and 29;

NOVEMBER 12, 19 and 26;
DECEMBER 10, 17, and 24.
Please don’t sit at home on your own - come
along and enjoy warmth and good company.
You will be made very welcomed and will be a
blessing to others!

Bathpool Chapel is a Church Collection
Centre with Operation Christmas Child.
Watch for dates for collection of Shoe Boxes
on the Community Notice Board. Let’s get the
Joy of Christmas to more Children than ever
before! 14th - 21st November is a National
Collection Week.

Are you at a loose end every last Friday of the
month? Why not join us for worship and music
practice from 7 to 9pm. Bring your own
instrument or use the keyboard and
percussion we have available.

Raindrops
by Peggy Darch

Watching a raindrop running down the pane, I
thought of all the tears;
Tears of frustration, helplessness, and pain,
crying throughout the years.
What if that raindrop, running down the pane,
comes from the One above;
Tears for His people turning yet again, from
Him whose name is Love.
Weeping for all the loss they have endured,
weeping for all their pain;
Calling with confidence and love assured,
                                 ‘Come back to Me again!’

What if the God who cares enough to cry,
when all the people groan;
Came down to them from palaces on high, to
make this world His home?
What if He lived here humbly, hard at work,
showing a God who cares;
A God who all the suffering did not shirk, and
even our load bears?
What if this babe within the manger there, is
God who sacrificed?
Calling today, in words we all can hear –
                         ‘Come back to trust in Christ!’

And may the Lord Bless you and keep you,
may He make His face to shine upon you and
be Gracious to you and give you, His Shalom.

Rev T. Naomi Gull and friends at Bathpool
Chapel
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Celebrate with Bells

Following the death of our late Queen you may have
noticed that our bells here at West Monkton have
sounded different to normal. This is because they
have been ‘half muffled’ to commemorate her
wonderful life and dedication to our country. The half
muffled sound was different to the ‘full muffled with
one poignant loud dong sound’ you may have heard
over London on the TV.  Or indeed the tolling during
the funeral, which is just one bell being rung very
slowly.  There were many different ways that the
sadness of her death could be shown with bell ringing.

Next year the ringers will again be ringing joyfully to
commemorate the Coronation of the King.  We are
currently teaching new recruits who want to be part of
that celebration.  Would you like to take part?

If you are interested you will need to be available on
Thursday evenings, and we are currently running
taster sessions between 6-7pm. Just come along and
see if this is something you would like to be part of?
Bell ringing is great fun and an activity for all ages 10+
(You do not need to be a church goer).

Please contact Pearl on 07989 745131 for further
information? Or just turn up on a Thursday evening
and see what goes on?

A bell with a
muffle on one
side (ie. It
would ring
‘half muffled’)

Tower Open Day

With the sad
news of the
Queen’s death
we felt it
inappropriate to
continue with
the planned
Open Tower
Day but we will
reschedule it in
the Spring.

Are you musical?

Do you play an instrument?

Could you give some of your time?

West Monkton Church is exploring the
possibility of moving to four services a
month, potentially in the New Year, and
are on the lookout for musicians to
enhance the odd service here and there.

Do you play the organ, keyboard, violin,
clarinet, guitar – we are open to anything
and everything (within reason)!   Our vision
is to either form a musical group or for a
solo performer to play during a lay led
service, which we hope will encourage
people within our community to come
together in fellowship and share the joy of
music.  Please get in touch and be sure of
a warm welcome.

Contact the Churchwardens:  Pearl
01823 412804 or Sally 01823 418014

Raindrops



Page 10

Copy deadline for January - February 2023 Village News is 1st December 2022      10

Farm walk

An enthusiastic group joined the September community farm walk which was arranged by the Parish
Council. A great time was had by all in the lovely warm sunshine, enjoying fresh air, friendship and
learning lots about farming from Prockters Farm owner Mark Besley.
The group heard about soil, crops and herds - but for the kids the best bit was definitely the tractor and
trailer!
Thanks were given to Mark for hosting another popular community event.

West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield
Charity No. 304670

Can you help us please?

We are loosing our Booking Officer due to retirement, our secretary who is moving to be nearer her
family and our Chairman due to retirement.

It is very important to keep the hall running smoothly for our community. It has evolved since the
early 1950s when the villagers got together to raise funds to provide a fitting war memorial for our
parish. Today it has grown into a thriving, updated village hall. We are a charity. Can you help us to
keep running please?

To start with you may wish to come and meet us at one of the weekly coffee mornings, held on
Thursdays between 10am and 11:30am in the Heathfield Hall or phone Joyce Keyte on 01823
412294 to find out more about the commitment.

The committee is made up of a happy group of people pulling together for the good of the
community. We have one committee meeting per month to make sure things are running smoothly.

Your support would be much appreciated.

Thank you
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Gardening Corner

If you garden with robust herbaceous
perennials and grasses, as I do, we are in one
of many high points of the year.
Whilst most of the vibrant colours of spring and
summer have vanished from our gardens,
perennials and grasses are still giving you
something beautiful to look at. The cold and
rain have drawn down all green life from leaf
and stem and left a sepia scape of texture and
restricted colour; bleached grass stems in
blonde and tan, rust brown sedum stems, twin
black rudbeckia seed heads. A display that
sways and dances in the wind bringing
movement and a swishy rustle.
At this time of year, the sun (when we get it) is
low which brings out the very best in the light,
catching pale shades in the morning and
evening.
Many people still go for easy care gardening
which, with its reliance on evergreens, risks
making your garden a monotony with the same
heavy views all year. Some people choose
soft, exotic plants like dahlias and begonias
that turn to mush at the first sign of frost.

Some even go to the effort of
growing perennials but then chop
them back and clear them up at
the end of autumn, robbing many
insects of their overwintering
quarters and leaving naught but
bare earth to look at for the
winter.
If you haven’t tried before, this
year try to leave plants to
overwinter, before composting in
the spring as new shoots start to
show through. Make the most of
what your garden can offer and
embrace the beige!

Tom Nielsen
Biocentric Planting
Design and Nursery
www.biocentric.org.uk
Instagram:  @tombiocentricplants

Photos: Tom Nielsen

Grasses fading into autumn, yellow amsonia, verbena
still going strong... Best time of the year for grass borders
as the combination of the paler colours and the lower
angle of light really makes them shine…

Silhouettes in the sunset
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Parish Council Meetings
The Parish Council continues to meet twice a
month; on the second and fourth Tuesday of
the month at 7pm at the BACH. The agenda
for the meetings will be posted on the
website and noticeboards.
If you aren’t sure of the calendar of meetings,
please check with the Clerk
(clerk@westmonkton.net) or
Assistant Clerk – Community
(community@westmonkton.net)

Community Fridge
The Community Fridge – Monkton Heathfield
has been popular and is being used by a
wide range of people in our community.  We
recently undertook a survey and received
feedback from 67 members of the
community.

From those who
completed the
survey:
51% said that it
helps them to
feed their family
35% said that it
has helped them
trust the
community more
24% say the
fridge has helped
their family eat a
greater range of
food

The Community Fridge has always been
about reducing waste and feedback
suggested that as a community we are
becoming more mindful of food waste since
the fridge has been started which is fantastic!
It is also incredible that families are using the
fridge to help them feed their families during
this difficult time economically.
From those who completed the survey:

88% arrive on foot
6% visit by bike
12% by car
92% live less than a mile away from the
community fridge
6% live within 1 to 2 miles
This suggests that it is mainly the local
community that are using the community fridge,
and those that use cars left comments about
needing to drive due to health issues or due to
not being able to carry it back to their homes.
The library
has been
consistently
popular and
many
positive
comments
about this
have been
noted, during
the summer
holidays
there was a
steady
stream of
children
swapping
books.
Emma our
Library
Volunteer
has been
keeping the library area tidy and ensuring there
are plenty of books, thank you Emma!  We are
not able to accept anything other than books at
the moment but have a toy swap organised for
November.  We have been accepting uniform
as we feel this has been helpful to families.

If you have any books you can donate please
drop them at the Community Fridge shed, we
are particularly low on children’s books.

We would like to thank you for your feedback,
we had some wonderful comments about how it
was helping individuals and families and
welcome feedback at any time.  Please email
community@westmonkton.net if you have any
feedback, comments or queries.
None of this would have been possible without
our volunteers who clean daily, replenish the
shelves daily, a huge thank you to all of you!
You all go above and beyond to ensure we
never miss a pick up and that the fridge is open
7 days a week.  You are superstars!
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We are now collecting from 3 Co-ops, Monkton
Heathfield, Cheddon Road and Priorswood as
well as from Monkton Elm Farm Shop. We have
had huge numbers of contributions by home
and allotment growers and this has really
widened variety for those that are using the
fridge, thank you to all for your donations!

More recently we have had donations from the
New Community Garden and we are very
grateful to the volunteers in the garden for their
hard work growing and nurturing the produce.
We are working with the Community Garden to
develop more fruit and vegetables for the
Community Fridge and have some exciting
plans going forward.
We recognise that there has been some issues
with young people not using the fridge
appropriately and we are working with the
schools and the Police to try to alleviate this
through education and more vigil security
including an earlier closing time of around
4.30pm.
Through the winter please continue to use the
fridge, we hope to grow the number of shops
we collect from and hope to reduce more waste
and help anyone who needs a little extra help
through these difficult financial times.

Community Garden
The Community Garden at the BACH is up and
running, our gardening group have been busy
growing over the last 6 weeks and already they
have harvested the equivalent of 13
supermarket bags of fresh baby leaf salad for
the Community Fridge.  This is quite an
achievement in the small space of time they

have been running.  Well done to the
Community Gardening Group!

At present they are growing cabbage, kale,
cauliflower, garlic, winter radish, lettuce, baby
leaf spinach, rocket, chard and Chinese
cabbage!  In addition to this they are
germinating other things at home ready to
transplant into beds.  The children in the school
are also helping us germinate seeds and will be
helping us with our project as we move forward.
The group have plans to expand and use the
area outside the BACH to its full potential, so
watch this space!

Community Events
The Community Café is becoming increasingly
popular on a Wednesday afternoon between
2pm and 4pm.  We have enjoyed chatting with
young and older peopleand hearing about your
views on the needs of the community.
Volunteers attend to catch up and feed back on
any issues whether they be positive or negative
and we can support or look at ways to improve
what we do.
It has been wonderful to have groups of young
people popping in for hot chocolate and
biscuits, we have chatted about their thoughts
about the community.  We have some regulars
who pop in for a catch up and it really is a very
enjoyable afternoon for all.
We also have a Community Quiz organised for
2nd November at the Tacchi Morris and we
want some teams coming forward for this, there
is no charge but you do need to book tickets
from the Tacchi Morris Booking Office.  We
really want to keep the community feel going
through the winter and this will be an
opportunity to talk about what events you might
like to see at the Country Park next year and
other ideas you may have.
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West Monkton and Bathpool). Monkton
Matters is for the community and its content
is developed and posted by the community.
All local residents are encouraged to
contribute relevant articles or submit details
of local events. The website is as good as we
make it and the vision for the site is that it is a
one-stop shop; the go-to place for all
community matters.
Various local institutions, from schools to the
police, from churches to the council, are
represented on the site, posting updates. It is
possible to find local businesses and services
as well as hear about community groups,
clubs and sports teams running in the local
area. It has helpful information to aid
exploration of the parish and its history as
well and plenty more besides.
If you would like to submit an article or an
event for inclusion on the website, please
visit the website and complete the form.
Alongside news and events, businesses that
are based or operate in the Parish can also
add their details to the directory.  If you would
like to add your business details, please visit
the website and complete the form.
If you have any queries or would prefer to
submit items for inclusion on the website via
email please contact
editor@monktonmatters.co.uk

Neighbourhood Plan
The Neighbourhood Plan referendum took
place on 22nd September and 80% voted in
favour of the Plan. The Plan is now
scheduled to go before Somerset West and
Taunton (SWT) Full Council on 25 October
when the plan will be made.
The revised Neighbourhood Plan strengthens
the policies relating to the protection of the
environment in the two parishes, bringing
them in line with current legislation, so that
future developments will have to have due
regard for Parish policies on Climate and
Environment.

Brittons Ash Community Hall (BACH)
The BACH is open for your bookings.  The
BACH has facilities to host virtual meetings,
hybrid meetings, as well as meetings in
person.
Further information is available on the
website. If you are interested in booking the
BACH please contact our Bookings Officer,
Maggie (bachbooking@westmonkton.net).

In addition to this we have organised a Community
Christmas Band Night with ‘A Minor Crisis’
organised for the evening of 14th December, a
chance to join us in celebrating Christmas with our
very local band. They will play popular numbers in
the upstairs bar and hopefully we can all get into
the spirit of Christmas and dance the night away!

Stay and Play Group
Following a discussion with some parents at our
Community Café and a Facebook shout out for
some volunteers, we are looking at setting up a
Stay and Play Group. This is something parents
feel is needed in the community. West Monkton
Parish Council have agreed to support start up
costs as well as offer the café free of charge and
we are looking to start this on a Thursday morning
so watch this space!

Volunteering Opportunities
If you have some spare time on your hands and
want to meet new people and get involved in our
thriving community there are a number of volunteer
opportunities open to you.  Whether it be helping at
the café or stay and play group, cleaning or
collecting for the Community Fridge, spending a
Sunday morning once a month litter picking,
becoming part of the Community Garden or do you
fancy becoming a Companion Volunteer,
supporting those that are struggling in our
community?  We also have water watches, litter
pickers and have a group of emergency volunteers
who helped with watering in the summer. We would
also like to run some drop in sessions alongside our
café, perhaps a tech volunteer who could help
support older people struggling to access the
internet or perhaps you have something you can
offer to the community? If any of these roles appeal
to you and you have a bit of time to give then
please get in touch, volunteering is good for not
only our community but for personal well-being.
Contact Kate Welsh, Assistant Clerk for Community
at community@westmonkton.net
or call on 07505984006

Monkton Matters

The new community website; Monkton Matters is
growing in popularity www.monktonmatters.co.uk.
Monkton Matters is an online space giving news,
information and details of events in the Parish of
West Monkton (incorporating Monkton Heathfield,
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Taunton Film Society
@ The SPACE

18/11/22
‘Memory Box’
Canada/Lebenon 2021  Drama
1 hour 42 minutes
Maia, a
single
mother,
lives in
Montreal
with her
teenage
daughter,
Alex. On
Christmas
Eve, they
receive an
unexpected
delivery:
notebooks,
tapes, and
photos Maia
sent to her
best friend
from 1980's
Beirut. Maia
refuses to open the box or confront its
memories, but Alex secretly begins diving into
it. Between fantasy and reality, Alex enters the
world of her mother's tumultuous, passionate
adolescence during the Lebanese civil war,
unlocking mysteries of a hidden past.
The tragedy of the Lebanese civil war extends
far beyond the 1980s and into the third
generation of a family resettled in Canada in
the affecting drama Memory Box.
Though Memory Box shows the sophisticated
modernity of their artistic approach, it is also
one of the most accessible of their films, thanks
to a winning cast of fine actresses and an
engrossing back-and-forth timeline that jumps
from wartime Beirut under the bombs to the
staid tranquility of modern-day Montreal.
Among other things, the film is an extremely
dense fusion of elements that make up our
sense of time and memories, including collages
of hundreds of old photos, grainy super 8
footage, notebooks, songs and music, sound
bites and newspaper articles.
Exactly what the box contains that is so
upsetting is the mystery at the heart of the film.
But the dark family secret, once revealed, turns
out to be much less interesting than the way
the box’s contents connect mothers and
daughters across time.

16/12/22
‘Petit Maman’
France     2021   Drama/Fantasy  Cert: U
1 hour 12 minutes
Nelly has just lost her grandmother and is helping
her parents clean out her mother's childhood
home. She explores the house and the
surrounding woods. One day she meets a girl her
same age building a treehouse.
Guardian, Mark Kermode: Céline Sciamma’s
heartbreakingly hopeful fairytale for all ages.
The acclaimed French director has created
another gem with this magical story of a young girl
coming to terms with her grandmother’s death.
Does French film-maker Céline Sciamma ever put
a foot wrong? As a writer-director, her “accidental
trilogy of youth” climaxed in the contemporary
urban classic Girlhood (2014), after which she
conquered the world of the 18th century in Portrait
of a Lady on Fire (2019) – both near-perfect
masterpieces. Now with Petite Maman she proves
herself a maestro of the modern fable, conjuring a
U-certificate treat that goes straight into my list of
the greatest films ever made for children of all
ages.
Whether you are six or 60, this astonishingly
insightful and heartbreakingly hopeful cinematic
poem will pierce your heart, broaden your mind
and gladden
your soul, even
as you wipe
away tears.
Like the sublime
Sciamma-
scripted stop-
motion
animation My
Life as a
Courgette
(which we
showed as one
of our on-line
events during
lock down),
Petite Maman is
short and sweet,
yet fearlessly
profound. A mix of fairytale, ghost story and rites-
of-passage journey, this is at heart a cinematic
parable about healing intergenerational wounds,
about breaching the barriers that inevitably grow
between parents and children. It’s also a brilliantly
cheeky “what if?” story, a lower-key riff on the
crash-bang time-travelling pyrotechnics of Back to
the Future.
To find out more about Taunton Film Society
and to see the times of films we show and how
to become a member visit:
www.tauntonfilmsociety.co.uk
or email: tauntonfilmsociety@hotmail.co.uk
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Tacchi-Morris Theatre

The theatre at the heart of the community in
Monkton Heathfield.

New Old Friends present…
Crimes on Centre Court
Fri day4 November - Saturday 5 November
Multi-award-winning New Old Friends are touring
another dose of mirth, murder and mayhem, this
time with a side of tennis. Lord Knows the chair of
The Whombledun International Invitational Tennis
Tournament has died and his son, Hugh, is
suspicious. The police won’t take the case so
Hugh calls in Perry & Penny Pink, private
investigators.
What transpires has all the hallmarks of the
company’s particular brand of theatrical hilarity: a
cast of four performers play countless characters
with quick-fire changes and quicker wits.
Crimes on Centre Court, based on a story from
New Old Friends’ award-winning podcast (#2 in
iTunes fiction chart), is an ace of a show which
you’re sure to (fifteen) love. This deucey
summertime treat will rally the spirits and leave
you wanting a second serve-ing of the volley of
gags and visual delights. You won’t see it game
set and matched anywhere else. New Old Friends
have built a national reputation with their wildly
inventive set-pieces, twisty plots and commitment
to unadulterated entertainment.
Press for the ‘Crimes…’ series:
‘Crammed to the gills with knife-sharp visual gags
and murderously bad puns’
THE FINANCIAL TIMES
‘As effervescent as a sip of Champagne‘
THE I PAPER
‘A non-stop bonanza of wit’
BRITISH THEATRE GUIDE

The All Seasons Live
A Tribute To Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons
Saturday 12 November, 7:30pm
Scintillating vocals and incredible harmonies.
Bringing to life the music of Frankie Valli and the
Four Seasons, The All Seasons present a show
that will wow fans of the ‘Jersey Boys’ sound.

Crammed with singalong hits, The All Seasons is a
West End experience brought to Taunton. Young,
vibrant and talented; The All Seasons are a
guaranteed hit with audiences of all ages.
Immaculately costumed in the iconic red jackets,
the boys offer a show that faithfully recreates the
sound that has been the soundtrack to our lives for
over half a century. The All Seasons is an
exhilarating revue of the best of Frankie Valli and
the Four Seasons, presented as a live all-singing,
all-dancing fully-staged show that has impressed
audiences throughout the UK and abroad.

Masters of Chant
Performing the Ancient Music of Gregorian
 Saturday 26 November, 7:30pm
 This Award-Winning Production features a
sensational line up!  Hand-picked professional
musicians and choir singers cleverly take the
traditional monophonic and unaccompanied
sacred Gregorian characteristics and combine the
different genre with modern day music.

 Performing some of the greatest songs of all time
from artist such as Queen, The Beatles, The
Beach Boys, AC/DC, ABBA and Michael Jackson.

 Immerse yourself in some of the greatest
compositions ever written, uniquely transformed!
Songs such as Bohemian Rhapsody,
Imagine, Yesterday, Hallelujah, Stairway to
Heaven and many, many more!

 Experience these hits like you’ve never heard
before with this spectacular audio visual live critical
acclaimed show! It never fails to procure
a standing ovation.
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Ballet Theatre UK
Beauty and the Beast
Thursday 1 December, 7:30pm
Join Ballet Theatre UK for one of the most
enchanting love stories of all time, Beauty and
the Beast.

Inspired by the original tale, this production tells
the story of Belle, a beautiful and intelligent
young woman who feels out of place in her
provincial French village. When her father is
imprisoned in a mysterious castle, Belle’s
attempt to rescue him leads to her capture by
the Beast, a grisly and fearsome monster. Little
does she know that he is a Prince cursed by a
magical Enchantress. The only way the Beast
may become human again is if he learns to love
and be loved in return. The curse set by the
Enchantress is bound by a magical rose. If the
final petal falls all hope will be lost and he will
remain a Beast forever. Their feelings grow ever
deeper as the clock ticks and petals continue to
fall – will they confess their love for one another
before it is too late?
Set to a stunning classical score this production
will showcase new choreography by Artistic
Director, Christopher Moore, as well as feature
new sets and costumes created especially for
this production.
· TICKETS: Standard £17 | Student £12
· TICKET OFFERS: n/a
· SHOW DURATION: 2 hours

Sleeping Beauty
Friday 9 December – Wednesday 21 Dec
Make Sleeping Beauty the pantomime of your
dreams!
Once upon a time in a far away land, the
beautiful Princess is given a twenty-first birthday
present by her evil aunt Carabosse. By pricking

her finger on an enchanted spinning wheel, she is
placed under a cruel curse and forced to sleep.
Can the handsome Prince Charming break the spell?
Who will outwit the evil Enchantress and foil her
wicked plans? All will be revealed in this spectacular
panto packed with magic, music, comedy and
beautiful costumes.
Don’t get caught snoozing, book your tickets now!
It’s never too early to book for next year’s show!
The wonderful Reamba Productions return for
another pantomime extravaganza. Join us for the
perfect family celebration this December!
· TICKETS: Adult £19 | Child (under 16) £17
· TICKET OFFERS: Family Ticket (max. 2
adults) £68 | Group Rate (20+ tickets) £15
· SHOW DURATION: 2 hours 20 minutes
· ACCESS: Please ring the Box Office (01823
414141) if you have access requirements or to book
wheelchair seats as this booking facility is not
available online.

Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre
School Road, Monkton Heathfield Taunton,

Somerset, TA2 8PD
01823 414141

info@tacchi-morris.com

** NEW** Community Music Night at Tacchi-Morris!

Join us for our Community Music Night on 14th December, where we'll all be
entertained by talented local trio 'A Minor Crisis' - you may have caught

them at the Tacchi-Morris Open Day where they wowed the crowd!

Entry is just £2.50 - book your place on:
https://www.tacchi-morris.com/whats-on
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West Monkton Church of
England Primary School

New year, new classes, new teachers and lots of new
activities, everyone at West Monkton Primary school
have been very busy!
Year 6 started the year by going on a wonderful trip to
Great Wood camp.
Not far away but like another world - sleeping in  the
wooden huts, eating in the magnificent wooden hall
and being centered on the beautiful Quantock Hills.
There were so many different activities including a
duck race, night fire, archery, teamwork activities,
jungle gym and, of course, adventure walking in the
woods.
Year 6 had a brilliant time at Great Wood. The
teachers are so proud of how the children conducted
themselves and the school is thankful for the staff
who went along to allow the children to have this
great experience.

Family Learning What a fabulous first family learning
workshop of the year. Twenty families joined Miss
Edmunds and Mrs Lawrence to learn about warm and
cold colours and create some beautiful art work.
Families were invited to take home paints and
resources to continue the creative learning.

Year 1 enoyed the Autumn sunshine this
week hunting for bugs and exploring our
forest school area. The children remembered
the rules to keep them safe in forest school
and loved using the outdoor space!

Team work by Year 6

Family Learning activities - the families can’t wait for
the next session!

Year 1 bug hunting
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A Somerset Christmas Tradition -
you may never have heard of!

The Ashen Faggot

This ancient tradition was once celebrated in every
Devon and Somerset household on Christmas Eve.
Once a Saxon fertility symbol and offering to Thor,
the ashen faggot is now a local version of the Yule
Log often associated with the fire by which Mary
warmed the baby Jesus and a good excuse for a
convivial gathering.
The faggot, a bundle of green ash bound with nine
straps of withy or hazel, is thrown on the fire, which
is supposed to be made from the remnants of the
previous year’s faggot, by the oldest person in the
room. The people watching sing Dunster Carols.
As each band burns, a toast and wish are made
and a glug of cider is consumed. Some traditions
had the unmarried women each choosing a withy,
and the first one whose tie snapped would be
married the next year.
When the bindings have all burst and the bundle
has fallen loose, each person who plans to host the
festivities next year takes one of the half-burned
ash sticks and saves it until the following
Christmas, when it will go in the centre of their own
ashen faggot. This tradition symbolizes continuity
of life and endures (or has been resurrected) in
many places.
The Ashen Faggot tradition still takes place in
some pubs across Somerset and Devon on
Christmas Eve but in some places on the border
between the two counties it is celebrated on the
evening of the 6th of January each year (old
Christmas Eve).
At a pub in Axmouth the ritual centres on an ashen
faggot around twelve feet in length bound by
approximately a dozen withies. At the beginning of
the evening, the butt of the faggot is placed against
the rear of the fireplace, where a fire is already
ablaze. Bets are then placed on the length of time
(which is usually several hours) until the last
binding bursts, with the closest estimate
winning a prize and the proceeds going to
charity.
In the early 19th century, an Ashen Faggot
Ball was held in Taunton on 31st December.
It used to be thought  that any household that
did not burn the ashen faggot would face
years of bad luck and misfortune.
There are several theories about the origins of
the burning of the ashen faggot. One is that it
began after King Alfred’s victory over the
Danes at Ethanden when the victorious army
feasted on food warmed by burning ash cut
from the surrounding woodland. To the
Norsemen the ash was the tree of life and was
therefore associated with various worldwide
winter ceremonies. In Wessex, warriors built
fires of ash branches before going into battle –
ash was the only fuel that would burn while

green. In “The Poetry of Plants” the Reverend Hugh
Macmillan says that ash was burned to transmit the
vital heat of the old year to the new.
However the custom began, the burning of the ashen
faggot was an important part of Christmas
celebrations for most rural Somerset communities in
times gone by.
The older members of the household would partake in
a cobblers punch—a mixture of cider and gin, whilst
the younger ones preferred a cider-nog, a mixture of
cider, eggs, and cream.
While the faggot was burning, all members of the
household were of the same station, with servants
and farmhands dancing and singing with their
employers which was quite different to the
relationships at other times. Games such as sack
races and apple bobbing were enjoyed along with
traditional ashen faggot songs. These songs were
recited from the memory of the people and rarely
recorded on paper.
A religious explanation for the custom from the
Brendon Hill area is that when Christ was born he was
kept warm by a fire of ash, therefore it is a blessed
tree, and that it why it will burn while green.

Information from ‘Mysterious Somerset’  by A M Gould

The Ashen Faggot event often used to start with
the reading of the following lines taken from
Christmas by RJ Thorn 1795:
Thy welcome eve, loved Christmas now arrived,
The parish bells, their tuneful peals resound,
And mirth and gladness every breast pervade,
The ponderous Ashen Faggot, from the yard,
The jolly farmer to his crowded hall conveys with
speed;
 where, on the rising flames, it blazes soon.
Seven bandages it bears,
and as they each disjoin, a mighty jug of sparkling
cider’s brought
with brandy mixed to elevate the guests!

Cutting the Ashen Faggot also known as Ashton Faggot (The
Illustrated London News 1854)
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Assembling the Poppy Project
See Page 28

Can’t See The Woods…..

A short story by Craig Manning

Barney was bored. Living out in rural Somerset had
been fine when he was a kid but as a teenager it was
boring. He lived in a small hamlet surrounded by
woods. As a child he had enjoyed walking through
them, collecting feathers, pine cones, and as
seasons changed, blackberrying, then gathering fire
wood for November bonfires, holly and mistletoe at
Christmas, catkins and pussy willows in Spring to put
in vases for his mother….
Not any more. It all seemed- in his favourite word at
the moment- lame. Living miles from his school
friends he was isolated, lonely, discontented.
But these feelings were about to change.
“Barney! Your Aunt Sarah from London is on the
phone! She wants to talk to you!” His mother’s voice
sounded shrill in the quiet house. Barney quickly
walked to the phone. A few minutes’ conversation
and it was all settled. Barney was invited to stay in
London for a fortnight with his mother’s sister- his
Aunt Sarah. Barney had met her several times and
always considered her the “cool sister”. Here was his
mum, working for the National Trust in a god-
forsaken wood, when Sarah was in London earning
much more money as a PA (he asked her later-
Private Assistant) to a very important man in the soft
drinks industry. How much cooler was that? Barney
couldn’t wait to see London, to leave the dreary
woods, trees, countryside of his dull existence.
He caught the train from Taunton station and had to
change at Bristol Temple Meads. The train to London
Paddington was crowded. It was mid
afternoon, and strange people were
drinking beer and swearing. Babies
cried and passengers objected.
Angry words were exchanged and
Barney kept his head down. At least
when he got to London it would be
cool- exciting-enjoyable…..
Aunt Sarah met him at Paddington-
she gave him a vague hug and they
descended into the Tube- down into
the depths of south London on a
rattling, graffiti-sprayed train. They
emerged in a tube station Barney had
never heard of. As they stepped into
the open air from the concourse Aunt
Sarah said “Don’t make eye contact.
Don’t start a conversation. Walk fast.
Walk tall.”
Barney was initially confused by
these remarks but soon understood.
Strangers came up to them- selling
watches, imported cigarettes,
questionable fragrances,  asking if
you were willing to sell your passport,
do you want a “good time” – it was all
very confusing and stressful.

They arrived at Aunt Sarah’s house. London flats to
Barney were what he had seen in Bridget Jones or
Notting Hill- not like this. Squalid, cold, mouldy, tiny-
how is a kitchen, sitting room / bedroom (sofa
converts to bed) all one room? The street’s loud
drone of traffic, people shouting, car alarms and
emergency sirens added to the ambience. Barney’s
bed was a sleeping bag on the floor.
“What can I say? London is expensive” said Sarah as
he made his thoughts known.
A fortnight in London is always an incredible cultural
experience- if you have the money. Yes museums are
free, but the tube train to get to them certainly isn’t.
Not that Barney wanted to see museums anyway. He
wanted to see concerts, the O2 arena, Camden
Roundhouse, The Windmill, Wembley Arena, the
South Bank, Brixton Academy….however the tickets
were either sold out or hugely expensive. Just the
tube journey was out of his budget and took over an
hour….Suffice to say Barney spent his London
fortnight walking grim south London streets, or sitting
in Sarah’s flat watching the same TV shows he could
have watched at home- though not in a kitchen.
Two weeks later, Barney arrived home- he was
collected by his mum in Taunton from the station and
was driven home. After unpacking he stepped
outside. Into the woods. Into fresh air. Into peace and
quiet. Into nature. A squirrel ran up a tree. Two
jackdaws bickered. A sparrowhawk screamed.
Barney smiled happily as a pure breeze blew on his
face. Sometimes you can’t see the wood for the
trees….

Illustration by Paulie Wells
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FREE ITEMS/
ITEMS FOR SALE/
ITEMS WANTED

Items up to £100 in
value are included.
We do not make
any charge for this
service and take
no responsibility
for the quality or
safety of the items
advertised.
If you would  like
to include
something in this
section please
contact Dawn
Watts on
dawnwattsdk@
yahoo.co.uk
or 01823 412201

Community Fridge

Since the Parish Council
opened the community fridge
in July it has been doing
fantastic work. Through use
of the fridge over 7,500kg or
16,534.67 lbs of food has
been saved from going to
waste!
That’s the equivalent weight
of a very large African
elephant!
We hope that you’re enjoying
using the community fridge
and like the new signage.
A wonderful team of
volunteers collects the food,
sorts and puts on shelves
and makes sure everything is
kept clean.
A huge thank you to our local

Co-ops and to Monkton Elm Farm shop for providing the delicious food
and for making this happen!
If you want to find the Community Fridge it is within the same area as
West Monkton Primary School and the BACH, once you can see them
you will also see the Community Fridge and book exchange shed.
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National Blood Donor
Service

Centres have put in place extra
safety measures

For further details ring 0845 7711711
or go online at www.blood.co.uk

Your Local Estate Agents

Home Field View North,
Prockters Farm, West Monkton,

Taunton, Somerset TA2 8QN
01823 426090

sales@jamesgrayestateagents.com
jamesgrayestateagents.com

James
Gray

ESTATE AGENTS

Thank You
Thank you to all our advertisers,

you keep our magazine
going and we

hope you get lots of business
from our readers.

Somerset West and
Taunton Council

The Council offices are open
8:30am to 5:00pm Monday to
Friday and closed on bank
holidays, although you can
continue to access online services
on this website 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.

Tlfn: 0300304800

Deane House, Belvedere Road,
Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1HE

Somerset Birds
Continued from Page 28

Whatever the reason there have been unusually large numbers of
Curlew Sandpipers passing through this autumn, many stopping
off at coastal wetlands in Somerset. This small, elegant wader
with a down curved beak like the much larger Curlew, breeds in
Tundra bogs close to the Arctic Ocean, and is generally rare in
Britain.
The Whinchat, a close relative of our resident Stonechat, has also
passed through in unusually large numbers. One field near
Charlton held six on a single September day. These birds,
probably from Scandinavia, were forced over the North Sea by
strong north-easterlies in September.

At least five Wrynecks, a bird much sought after by birders,
turned up in late August and early September. One on Great Hill
Quantocks stayed for at least four days, gorging on ants, the
favourite food. Like the Whinchats, these were doubtless driven
here by the same weather systems, currently bringing the winter
thrushes to our shores.

Somerset Ornithological Society welcomes people whatever
their level of interest in birds.
Please contact me on 01823 442918 for further details.

Whinchat

Wryneck
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Neil Robertson
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

Plumbing - Heating - Renewables

PLUMBING
- We cover all issues. Big or Small -

HEATING
- From a Boiler Service to Full

installation -
RENEWABLES

- Energy & Cost Efficient Living -

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm
T: 01823 413999

Emergency mobile: 07799614977
email: info@neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk

www.neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk

SOME TEAM

DÉCOR 8 with Atlas
Home & Property

Maintenance
For all your painting,
decorating, carpentry

 & maintenance
requirements

Contact Bob on
01823 413510

or
07790 812327

Pilates,
Chair based Pilates

& Yoga

Brittons Ash Community Hall
TA2 7FT

For bookings and
enquires contact:
Dianne
Mobile:
07850473428
Email:
funfit.dianne@btinternet.com

Mobile Foot Care
Professional foot treatment & advice
in your own home

Ingrowing Toenails
General Foot Care
Cracked Heels
Nail Trimming
Callouses
Corns
                      Phone:
                      079699 12080
                      Email:
rachaelsalter1234@gmail.com

· Mortgages

· Equity Release

· Protection

· Buildings Insurance

· Commercial Lending

· Business Protection
Priors Way, Monkton Heathfield, Taunton

Tel: 01823 413113
A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED AGAINST YOUR
HOME. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU

DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
OR ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT
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MOT
WHILE YOU WAIT

CROFT GARAGE LTD
Monkton Heathfield

01823 412393

Repairs & Servicing
Free Collection & Delivery

Fireplace Showroom
Chimneys Relined & New Build

HETAS registered Installers

Tel: 01460 74612
Fireplace Showroom,

Tail Mill Lane,
Merriott TA16 5PF

www.wicksheating.co.uk

World Book Day at West Monkton Primary

Care At Home

Registered Qualified Micro Provider
DBS Checked and Fully Insured

Offering Help and Support
In Your Home

Personal Care
Housework

Shopping, Trips Out, Appointments
The List is Endless...

Nothing Is Too Much Trouble
For a friendly chat, I'd love to help

call Rachael on
01823 451187  or 07969944520

A huge thank you to all our advertisers
in this difficult time.

Please support local businesses and please mention the Village News when you contact them.

RICKI SYMONS

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Carpentry, Painting & Decorating

01823 252094
07795180509

A.G. PURCHASE
ALCM, LLCM, FLCM

PIANO TUITION

Dodhill Green,
Nailsbourne

Taunton TA1 8AD
Tel:01823 451342

Paul Prettejohn
Garden Machinery & Groundcare

paul.prettejohn@btopenworld.com
www.paulprettejohn.co.uk

Honiton: 01404 890257
Wellington: 01823 662656

FOOT HEALTH CARE
HOME VISITS

Nail cutting,
hardened nails,

callus and fungal
problems

Lynne Newton

Mobile Foot Care

lynnenewton@hotmail.co.uk

The Coach House, Hyde Lane

Bathpool, Taunton

07850437994/01823 259808
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For an appointment
call

01823 351122
Taunton Solicitors

Legal Services and Advice
BUYING AND
SELLING PROPERTY

PROBATE, WILLS &
TRUSTS

FAMILY LAW &
DIVORCE

COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY

LASTING POWERS OF
ATTORNEY

NEW BUILDS &
SHARED OWNERSHIP

Visit our website for discounts and costs www.tauntonsolicitors.com
2 Tangier Central Taunton TA1 4AP
e-mail: info@tauntonsolicitors.com

Covering the whole of Somerset & Devon

Our Services include:
     - TV Aerial installation      - Sky installation
     - Extra TV points              - Freesat installation
     - BT TV                            - Digital TV set up
                        - Aerial Repairs
01823 325930             www.toneaerials.co.uk

aerialcaresouthwest@gmail.com

LES MARSH CARPETS

Carpet – Karndean- Vinyl Experts

 Local flooring specialists, over 40
years trading experience

 Advice, through to measuring,
supplying and expertly fitted
Visit our showroom to view our
extensive range of options

Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm, Saturday 9am - 2pm
01823 335952 or email lesmarshcarpets@btconnect.com

Follow  us on Facebook and Instagram

Household Cleaning Undertaken
20 years experience

Caring person who is willing to do all
household tasks. Will also help with shopping,
collecting prescriptions, accompanying to

appointments etc.

References can be
supplied.
Reasonable charges.

Phone Angie on
07807892128

New Vehicle Approved Service Centre
ü  Vehicle Collect & Return Service
ü  Loan Cars Available
ü  Excellent reviews on
ü  AA Approved, ServiceSure & Motor Ombudsman
ü  Female Friendly Certified Garage
ü  12 months National Warranty

Greenbrook Terrace, Taunton TA1 1UU
01823 338005
www.goddardandfamily.com
sales@goddardandfamily.com
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       70 Station Road
       Taunton TA1 1NX

Large size specialist 60 chest & waist

Tel/Fax: 01823 333169
E-mail: post@gurds.co.uk
www.gurds.co.uk

Traditional  Men’s Wear

Tincknell Fuels Ltd
Your Local Fuel &
Heating Specialists

 Heating Oil Deliveries

 Tank Maintenance

 Gas & Oil Boiler Servicing

üGas & Oil Boiler Breakdowns

01749 683911
www.tincknells.com

Fitness, Health & Wellbeing

West Monkton Village Hall.
Wednesdays 6pm -7pm. (term
time only)   £7.00
Aerobic based exercise for all
abilities and levels of fitness.
Come and have fun getting fit.
For more details contact Heather
Tel: 07561498365
Email: fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
or
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather

Lending with Heart and Mind

Somerset West and Taunton Council
fund a not-for-profit load scheme for

homeowners and landlords *.
We understand the experience of

maintaining your home and we work
with you to take the stress out of
funding repairs, improvements or

adaptations.
We see you as an individual, not a credit

score.
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will

guide you through the process of applying
for a home improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment
or more information visit

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone,
Taunton TA4 1EU

*subject to availability

  01823 333332
www.dtgastaunton.co.uk
  07811166829
info@dtgastaunton.co.uk
45 Farriers Green, Monkton Heathfield,

Taunton TA2 8PP

BOILER AND HEATING INSTALLATIONS – GAS
SAFETY CHECKS

NEW CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS &
UPGRADES – GENERAL PLUMBING

COMPLETE BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS –
APPROVED GAS INSTALLER

FREE ESTIMATES – QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
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· Natural Gas & LPG
· Oil Installations & Servicing
· Boiler Installations &

Servicing
· Central Heating Systems
· Power Flushing
· Bath Rooms/Shower

Rooms
· Cloakrooms/Kitchens

· Residential Park Homes &
Caravans

· Cookers/Fires/Water
Heaters/Space Heaters

· Vented/Unvented Water Systems
· Energy Efficiency Qualified

Technician
· General Plumbing & Heating

Maintenance
· Call Outs and & Emergencies

Welcome

A. STEWART
Plumbing & Heating

Call Ashley on: 07590729084 / 01823 412263
Email: info@astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk

www.astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk

Wastewater Maintenance Engineers
Covering all of the South West

 DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency  Binding
Rules in January 2020?
Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting, Tank Emptying,
Rainwater Harvesting System.
Service and Repairs, Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank
Inspection.
All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer.

FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!

M: 07749118500 | E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk
W: www.alphawastewater.co uk

BEN GRAY

CARPENTRY
Fully Qualified Carpenter

For All Your Carpentry Needs

T: 07540328951
E: benfgray@gmail.com

HILARY NORMAN
  Foothealth

Practitioner RFHP

GENERAL FOOT CARE
Nail Cutting & filing, Corn & Callus
removal,
In-growing toenails, fungal infections and
general advice on the care of your feet.

Treatment in the comfort of your own home
01984 623263
07969 448793

hilary.norman@btinternet.com

DARREN GRAY
ELECTRICAL & BUILDING

 SERVICES

ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL AND
BUILDING WORKS CARRIED OUT

BATHROOMS, KITCHENS, TILING, PATIOS,
FENCING, DECKING AND ALL YOUR  ELECTRICAL

NEEDS TO 18TH EDITION REGULATIONS

CONTACT:
07764996937
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  And Finally ...
The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched —

they must be felt with the heart. -
Helen Keller

understanding of the complex issues involved in its
conservation. The good news is that for one small
population of Turtle Doves farmers and landowners
are working together to stabilise and increase
numbers.
Martin Down National Nature Reserve is just over
the Dorset/Hampshire border south of
Fordingbridge, a 90 minute drive from Taunton. It is
a quite superb area of uncultivated southern
downland, with a mosaic of habitats rich in wildlife,
including around 10 pairs of Turtle Doves and other
declining species such as Grey Partridge and Corn
Bunting.
Surrounding the reserve are three ‘superclusters’
comprising a number of farms, the owners of which
are committed to habitat improvement with these
and other species in mind. There is no room to go
into detail here, but visiting www.farmerclusters.com
or @MDSuperCluster on Twitter gives
comprehensive information on the excellent aims of
this scheme. Already there are signs that Turtle
Doves are reaping the benefits. Let us hope it is the
forerunner of similar schemes elsewhere.
Autumn migration is all but over now but November
can still spring surprises and some extremely rare
birds have been seen in this month. August and
September have been interesting this year, with
some encouraging signs. In particular, it seems that
many waders breeding in the high Arctic have done
very well this year. One plausible theory is that if
there is an abundance of rodents, whose
populations roughly follow a four year cycle of boom
and bust, ground predators such as Arctic Foxes
take fewer eggs and nestlings. This may be such a
year.
                           Continued on Page 22

Somerset Birds

That so many farmland birds have seriously declined
over the last 50 years or so is a cause of significant
concern. Regular species censuses have shown that
between 1970 and 1999 Turtle Dove numbers have
fallen by 79% and this drastic fall is accelerating to the
point where this lovely bird is close to extinction in
Britain. This is particularly sad, for in Somerset, as in
much of lowland England, this was once such a
familiar summer visitor, whose gentle but far-carrying
purring song could be heard from many a hedgerow
on warm summer days. Generations of our ancestors
welcomed its arrival too. The Turtle Dove is mentioned
eleven times in the Bible, most notably in the Song of
Solomon 2:12.

No single factor is responsible for the plight of the
Turtle Dove, but rather a combination. For years
hunting, both ‘legal’ and illegal in countries around the
Mediterranean, particularly Malta where wildlife crime
is rife, has claimed thousands on
migration. Barely sustainable
when numbers were relatively
stable, this persecution is
accelerating the slide to extinction.
However, there is no doubt that
the change in agriculture to more
intensive farming is a major factor
in England. Very few fields now
have the diverse plant life around
their margins upon which this bird
relies, for wild seeds form much of
its diet.
It is all too easy, as some do, to
blame the farmers for this, but it is
the system rather than the
individual at fault. Almost all the
farmers I’ve known and spoken to
have at least a degree of
compassion for the natural world,
and in many cases, a deep

Curlew Sandpiper


