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Above: Meet Daisy and Poppy, the
school hens. Find out more on
Page  10

Not long to wait now!
Happy Christmas from all of us at

the Village News
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Useful Names and Telephone Numbers

Rector: Rev. Mary Styles - 01823 451189
The Vicarage, Kingston St Mary, TA2 8HW
Associate Vicar half-time: Rev Jim Cox - 07967817337

Churchwarden: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
       Andrew Davidson - 07906696246

staugustines.churchwarden@gmail.com
P.C.C Secretary: Sue Cleave  - 07468608921
P.C.C Treasurer:  David Cooke
Captain of Bell ringers: Pearl Jeanes -  412804
Church Flower Organiser: Angela Dill - 412395
Mothers’ Union: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
Benefice Office: Michele Hardiman - 01823 451257
Benefice Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-Benefice-
West-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfield-
churches-242102696183594/
Benefice website: www.southquantockbenefice.org.uk

Parish Council Clerk: Amy Shepherd - 01823 412922
clerk@westmonkton.net
PC Assistant Clerk: Tricia Cavill -  01823 413524
assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net
PC Chairman: Stuart Haskins - 07824410997
stuarthaskins@westmonkton.net
Community Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk
Parish Council Website: www.westmonkton.net
Litter Hotline: 01823 356356

West Monkton Primary School Head:
James Blackmore - 01823 412582
Heathfield Community School Head:
Peter Hoare - 01823 412396
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 01823 414141

Taunton Deane Community Transport:
01823 331266  Mon-Fri. 9 am to 4 pm (Slinky Bus
24hrs notice).

Village Hall:
Telephone, incoming calls only - 01823 412068
Booking Officer: Mrs Lyn Batt Tel: 01823 412089
Chairman: Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Vice Chairman: Colin Bentley Tel: 01823  413193

BACH (Brittons Ash Community Hall)
Chairman: Barry Gage  07752723311

  barrygage125@btinternet.com
Booking Officer: Maggie Little  01823 323662
bachbookings@westmonkton.net

CCS Village Agent: please call this main number , they
will then connect you to the correct Village Agent at the
time of calling - 01823 331222.

Regular Events at West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE

Slimming World
 Mondays   09:00 - 11:00
Phoenix Camera Club
 Mondays   19:00 - 22:00
Pilates
 Tuesdays   09:30 - 10:30
Brownies
 Tuesdays (except school holidays) 18:00 - 19:30
Model Boat Club
 Once a month on a Tuesday 19:30 - 21:30
Monkton Players
 Tuesdays   20:00 - 22:00
Badminton
 Tuesdays 14:00 - 15:00,  Wednesdays 20:00 - 22:00
Yoga
Wednesdays  09:30 - 10:45
National Childbirth Trust
 Wednesdays  10:00 - 12:00
Fitness for Fun
 Wednesdays  18:00 - 19:00
Bizzy Boots Line Dancing
 Wednesdays  19:00 - 21:45
Writers Club
 Wednesdays (except first in month) 19:15 - 21:15
Pilates
Thursdays    18:30 - 19:30
Coffee Morning (Ladies and Gents)
 Thursdays   10:00 - 11:30
Monkton Evening WI
 Fourth Thursday of the month 19:30 - 21:30
Ladies Afternoon Tea
 Third Thursday of the month 14:30 - 16:30
Trams & Light Railways
 Once a month on a Saturday 13:30 - 16:30
Hardy Plant Society, Somerset Group
Once every month on a Saturday             10:30 - 13:00
South West Orchid Society
 Once a month on a Sunday  14:00 - 17:00
SGI Buddhist Group
 Second Sunday of the month 10:00 - 12:30
‘O’ Gauge Model Railways
 Quarterly on a Sunday  09:00 - 17:00

For more information please contact Joyce Keyte on
Tel: 01823 412294

Police Contact numbers:
Non emergency telephone 101
Emergency 999
To keep up to date on what’s been happening in our
area, you can followpolice social media pages:
Twitter @ASPWestSom @ASPolice
Facebook If you have any queries, the team can be
contacted at:
SomWestNPTTaunton@avonandsomerset.police.uk
PCSO Tony Wearmouth  8413 07889 655312
PCSO Steve Chapman   9981
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Singles Club Reunion

After many months apart, we would like to
welcome all our old members back to the
Singles Club.

We are meeting at the Monkton Elm
Garden Centre on Tuesday, November 9th
at 10:30am for tea, coffee and cakes.

It would be great to
see as many of you
as possible. We
are a friendly group
and do bring along
any of your friends
too. It's an
opportunity to chat and enjoy each other's
company.

More dates for Singles:
Christmas Lunch
December 14th Maypole Inn, 12:30pm
Coffee and Chat
January 11th at Langaller Farmhouse
10:30am
Please contact me if you would like to
come .
For further information, please call:
Di Besley  01823 412857

See Page 17 for more information
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Gardening Corner

Not going to bed...

The end of summer and the coming of the first heavy
autumn rains make many people feel like the garden
is over for the year. Traditionally (because of old
fashioned cultural tastes for the neat and tidy) we
were advised that this was the time to ‘put the
garden to bed’ for the winter. So gardeners across
the country all dutifully cut back their annuals and
perennials the moment the flowering had finished or
the foliage started to brown or fray. We are starting
to see that this practise is wrongheaded for a variety
of reasons. First and foremost is that new plants and
planting styles have  become available that keep the
garden looking good right through the winds, rains
and cold nights.  We are now using tougher plants
that do not simply collapse in a pile of mush with the
first bad weather, but grasses and perennials with
robust stalks and ornamental seed heads that stand
well in the border and are beautiful in their decay.
Use of simple open flowers also helps as the more
doubled the flowers are (the more petals they have)
the more likely they are to rot with frost or rain.
Secondly we are starting to realise the importance
for wildlife in leaving plants standing for as long as
possible in to the winter. In doing so we provide seed
heads for the finches and standing dead stalks for
over-wintering insects including many beneficial
garden allies such as lacewings, ladybirds and
solitary bees.  I now aim to leave the majority of my
borders largely untouched until at least after
Christmas, even up until the first signs of growth start
to show in march. Even then when these are cleared
it is good practise to stack them in a corner as a
habitat or put them on the compost heap – certainly
not on a bonfire or through a shredder as this could
mean a gruesome end for the insects we are trying
to encourage.
So then, with spring on the way, tidying up in one fell
swoop gives you the chance to re-jig planting, weed
and mulch all in one go, ready for the summer
ahead!

Tom Nielsen
www.biocentric.org.uk    Instagram: @tombiocentric

Cheddon and
West Monkton Film Club

Dates for your Diary:

Friday 19th November
Love Sarah
Romance
A young woman sets out to
fulfil her dead mother's dream
of opening her own bakery in
Notting Hill, London. To do
this, she enlists the help of her
grandmother and her mother’s
best friend.

Friday 17 December
The Last Bus Drama
80-something Tom, whose
wife has just passed away,
uses his free bus pass to
travel from John O’Groats to
Lands End where they first
met, using only local buses.
It’s a nostalgic trip, but he’s
also carrying his wife's ashes
in a small suitcase, `taking
her back'. In the course of
his travels he interacts with
local people, and by the end
of his trip he has become a
celebrity

Cheddon Fitzpaine Memorial Hall
Doors Open for Refreshments 6:30pm, Trailers &

Short Film 7:00pm
Main Film approx. 7:15pm

Tickets £6.00 at door
cwmfilmclub@cheddonmovies.com 07901947479

Village News:
Please forward information for the next edition to the
Associate Editors:
Lorna Walters, Tel. 01823 412017
lc.walters33@btinternet.com
Dawn Watts, Tel. 01823 412201
dawnwattsdk@yahoo.co.uk
Village News Treasurer Ken Jones
Distribution of the Village News is organised by:
Barry Gage, Maggie & Gordon Little.
Submissions to Village News may be made by e-mail
or by hard copy.  Please ask for a receipt to your e-
mail to ensure that it arrives. Items submitted will be
subjected to editing if necessary.
The deadline for submissions for the
January - February 2022  Village News  is 1st
December 2021.
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Somerset Birds

The wise old owl sat in the oak. The more he saw the
less he spoke. The less he spoke the more he heard.
Take a lesson from that wise old bird!

This pleasing little rhyme offers good advice for us
and an accurate description of the hunting tactics of
some of our familiar owls. Broadly speaking, owls find
their prey in two different ways, although as always in
nature, there are exceptions, and some use both
methods to deal with different circumstances.
Woodland owls, of which our best known is the Tawny
or Brown Owl are adapted to the ‘wait and see’
method. With relatively short wings they can move
easily through trees, but prefer to use a regular perch
to watch for small rodents in the leaf litter below. It is
well known that owls have excellent eyesight, but prey

is usually located by using their remarkable hearing,
with organs far more sensitive than ours. To pinpoint
prey, their ears are arranged asymmetrically, so there
is a fractional difference between the sound reaching
ears on either side of the head. In combination with a
disc shaped face that focuses sound, this enables the
bird to locate an unfortunate mouse precisely. Like the
also familiar Barn Owl, which also occasionally hunts
this way, this can be done in total darkness.
More often the Barn Owl hunts by twilight, or even
during the day. The Short-eared Owl is almost entirely
diurnal, although most frequently seen in late
afternoon or early morning. This is active hunting, the
drawback of which is that more energy is expended
than when perched.  Both species share another
adaptation that gives owls an advantage, specialised
plumage with very soft and interconnected wing
feathers for silent flight. Both Barn and Short-eared
Owls quarter the ground at low height, again using
mainly their hearing. They respond to the slightest
rustle, even deep in the grass, to quickly pounce on
prey. They don’t always succeed, for small rodents
have their defences, but in the uncultivated places
they prefer, there is ample food. Prolonged rainfall and
heavy snow seriously disrupts this hunting method,
since birds are neither able to hear prey nor fly, and
this is a major cause of mortality.

November is the best month to both see and hear
Tawny Owls. Pairs that have successfully reared
young and tolerated them as they become
independent, aggressively assert themselves as the
regain control of their territories, chasing the young
birds out. First year birds will have to find territories of
their own, failing which they will starve, as many do.
During all this activity the birds are very vocal. Males
make the well-known wavering ‘woo hoo hoo hoo ‘
call, to which the female responds with a sharp ‘kevik’
– hence ‘tu-whit,tu-woo’  - not one owl but two!
While all this chasing around is in progress, Tawny
Owls can often be seen perched on chimneys,
television areas and utility poles, silhouetted as
twilight fades, or flying silently over open ground such
as lawns. West Monkton holds excellent habitat for
Tawny Owls with plenty of mature trees, large
parkland gardens and open areas, and you would be
unlucky not to see or hear one in late autumn.
Seeing a Barn Owl is often a matter of chance, but
birds are well-distributed in the area, although they
suffered badly in the wet winter of 2020/21 and are
only just recovering. Once located quartering a field
or similar open ground, there is an excellent chance
the bird will appear regularly at the same time on
following days. Especially when feeding young, or
after a very wet night, Barn Owls will often be about in
broad daylight. They are not likely to be mistaken for
any other species.

Unlike Tawny Owls calls are no real help. Barn Owls
are mostly silent, but when they do call they emit a
blood-curdling shriek or odd hissing or snoring
noises. In combination with their pallid appearance
this has doubtless accounted for many reports of
haunted cemeteries and deserted buildings over the
years. Fortunately this has not stopped it from being a
great favourite among birders and the public alike.
Brian Hill

Somerset Ornithological Society welcomes
people whatever their level of interest in birds..
Please contact me on 01823 442918 for further
details or visit
www.somersetbirds.org.

Our meetings programme will resume when
circumstances allow.

Tawny Owl

Barn Owl
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All Souls Service:
Tuesday 2nd November 6:00pm

Service will be held in West
Monkton church

We specifically invite those who
have been recently bereaved, but it
is a wonderful opportunity for us all
to come together to pray, and to
remember with deep affection
those we have lost along life's way.

From West Monkton Registers:

Funerals:
08.08.21 Wendy Reynolds
Ashes interred in churchyard
31.08.21 Mary Anne Turnock
Memorial service and interment of ashes
04.09.21 Andrew David
Memorial service and interment of ashes
10.09.21 Elizabeth Cockburn
Graveside funeral service and burial in churchyard
20.09.21 Josephine Farncombe
Ashes interred in churchyard
20.09.21 Albert Farncombe
Ashes interred in churchyard

Baptisms:
15.08.21 Millie & Hallie
12.09.21 Poppy

Weddings:
10.09.21 Denis & Yvonne – blessing of
marriage
28.09.21  Luke and Amy

Men’s Group Meetings:

Anyone welcome to come along to the group –
contact Jim for more information:
jimcox11@gmail.com   07967 817337

Sunday 14th November  7:00pm
West Monkton Village Hall ‘Heathfield’ room (bring
your own drinks)
Talk: ‘A Wander round the military graves’ by Dr
John Scanlon
Cost about £3 towards hall hire
Tuesday 14th December   7:00pm
Pool matches, Allstars Sports Bar (Perkin
Warbeck), Taunton – cost about £5

Singing for Fun :

2pm at Cheddon Church 7th November
and 5th December

Everyone welcome
to come along to
these informal, fun
sessions.

We sing a lot of
secular, ‘easy
listening’ (and
singing!) songs.

Remembrance Day

Thursday 11th November 2:00pm

In Somerset Wood

A community act of remembrance to which all are
welcome.

Remembrance Sunday : November 14th Services:

10:00am Act of Remembrance in Broomfield

10:50am Remembrance Service in Cheddon

10:50am Remembrance Service in Kingston

10:50am Remembrance Service in West Monkton

Christmas Services across the Benefice:

The Coldest Night
Reflective service –  West Monkton date TBA
Carol Services
19th December  11am Cheddon
19th December  5pm Kingston
19th December  6pm West Monkton
22nd December  7pm Broomfield

Christmas Eve:
Crib Services     4pm    West Monkton

               4pm     Kingston

Christmas Eve               9pm    Cheddon
Communion              11:30pm   Kingston

Christmas Day
All-Age Communion

10am   West Monkton

10am    Broomfield
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SERVICES:

November

2nd 6:00pm      All Souls Service in West Monkton
7th 8:30am      BCP Holy Communion in West
               Monkton
 10:00am    Holy Communion              Kingston
 6:00pm     Evening Prayer              Broomfield
14th 8:30am      BCP Holy Communion     Kingston

See box for Remembrance Sunday services

21st  8:30am BCP Holy Communion West Monkton
 10:00am Holy Communion               Cheddon
28th   8:30am BCP Holy Communion       Kingston
 10:00am Holy Communion            Broomfield
 10:00am Holy Communion      West Monkton

December

5th   8:30am BCP Holy Communion West Monkton
10:00am Holy Communion                Kingston
6:00pm Evening Prayer                  Broomfield

12th   8:30am BCP Holy Communion          Kingston
10:00am Holy Communion       West Monkton

19th   8:30am BCP Holy Communion West Monkton
26th  10:00am Holy Communion        West Monkton

See box for Christmas, Crib & Carol Services around
the Benefice
please see our website for up-to-date service
information www.southquantockbenefice.org.uk

There will also be some "Zoom" services at
10.00am – contact us for details.

Unless you are
exempt, we do ask
if you would please
continue to wear
face masks in
church to protect
yourselves and
others.

To be added to our weekly news-sheet mailing list
contact Michele:
office@southquantockbenefice.org.uk
or see the website for links

Letter from Rev Jim

South Quantock Benefice
office@southquantockbenefice.org.uk

(The parishes of West Monkton,
Kingston St. Mary, Broomfield &
Cheddon Fitzpaine)

I recently heard of a black campaign group being
criticised for "harping on about ancient history": isn't it
time to move on, to get over injuries from the past
which are no longer relevant today? I wonder if those
who levelled this criticism applied the same logic to
Remembrance Sunday which now commemorates
events from over a century ago?
Of course it is tragically true that servicemen and
women are still being killed today - but, it's not as if
racism is exactly a thing of the past either. We tend
to be less critical of the groups that we identify as
'part of us', I guess.
Remembering is important. It fails, of course, if it's
just used as a vehicle to manufacture artificial
grievances and divisions, but we need to remember
to help locate ourselves in time and in culture today.
In November, apart from Remembrance Sunday,
churches across the country tend to hold a Service of
Memory (usually around All Saints at the start of the
month) to remember all those we have known who
have died.
It is common for churches to invite to this service all
who have had a family funeral in the previous 12
months, but it can be an extremely moving service to
remember those we've lost many years ago. We do
so not to wallow in sorrow, but to remember with
sadness and with joy those whose lives and love
have had such a profound influence on the people
we are today.
Late autumn is a solemn time of the year and a real
'hinge' between the ending of 'British Summer Time'
and the exhausting thrill of Christmas. It is an
opportunity for reflection, to take stock as the
evenings draw on and to affirm that despite all we
forget, all we wish we
could forget,
everything is held with
compassion and
forgiveness in the
tender hands of our
creator and redeemer
God.

Jim
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Bathpool Chapel

01823710453      07882764153

naomigull75@gmail.com /
bathpoolchapel@outlook.com

    Taunton Church of the Nazarene
  British Isles and South District

 103 Bridgwater Road
Taunton TA2 8BD

Registered Charity 1166295

Greetings in the Name of The Lord

In these uncertain times, it is difficult to make plans as
so often they change unexpectedly. We are unsure
who or what to put our trust in because everything
seems liable to let us down.
We look to the constants in our life that reassure us
that there is still stability and unchangeable events -
Autumn colours and harvest time preceding colder
winter days when the central heating and lights come
on earlier each day and we start wondering if there
will be snow at Christmas! But even these familiar
events cause doubt in our minds - will ‘climate
change’ upset the seasons? Will rising costs of fuel
and electricity mean a time of personal hardship?
Where can we find reassurance and peace of mind?
The prophet Jeremiah, sent by God, speaks urgently
to a rebellious tribe of people who were in danger of
losing their blessing by trusting not in God but in man,
depending on their own strength and therefore turning
their hearts away from the Lord.
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose
confidence is in Him. He will be like a tree planted by
the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It
does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always
green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never
fails to bear fruit.”
We have confidence that whatever adverse
circumstance comes our way, if we put our total trust
in the Lord, He will never abandon us in our hour of
need - in fact He will fill us with joy and peace as we
trust in Him, and our hope will overflow by the power
of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13) We will be enabled
to uplift and encourage others no matter what we are
facing because the God of love and peace is with us
(2 Corinthians 13:11)
One thing we can be certain of that has never
changed, is that over 2,000 years ago The Light that
came down from Heaven into a dark world, Jesus the
Christ, Messiah and Emmanuel - God with us…... has
never departed!  May this Christmas time bring fresh
wonderment as we
spend time
considering this
Advent and the
huge impact it has
had and continues
to have on all our
lives.

We are excited to be
hosting the
SAMARITAN’S
PURSE SHOEBOX
OPERATION!
National collection
week is November
15th - 22nd and the
Chapel will be open to

receive your shoeboxes between 10am and 1pm
and 5pm and 7pm each day.
Bring great joy to a child in need through packing a
shoebox with special gifts and essentials. Even a
toothbrush is special if you don’t have one!
Shoeboxes and details on how to pack a shoebox
can be found at Bathpool Chapel or email:
occ@samaritans-purse.org.uk / tel: 0870 011 2002
Here are some ideas of what you might include:
Toys
Football and pump, cuddly toys, dolls, toy cars,
small musical instruments, yo-yos, skipping ropes,
balls, small puzzles etc.
School Supplies
Pens, pencils & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens,
stamps & ink pad sets, writing pads or notebooks,
solar calculators, colouring & picture books etc.
Hygiene Items
Toothbrush, bars of wrapped soap, comb or
hairbrush, flannel.
Other Items
Hat, gloves,
scarf,
sunglasses,
cap, socks,
T-shirt, flip-
flops, hair
accessories,
jewellery set,
watch, wind-
up torch etc.

Services: Every Sunday afternoon at 3pm with
tea and biscuits/cake afterwards

Bible studies: Continue in person and on Zoom.
Please contact us for more details.

“Renew Wellbeing” support cafe will begin before
Christmas.
Our aim is to provide a safe space for anyone who
would like to join us for company, chat, coffee and
activities - either bring your own or make use of
what we provide. No charge but donations are
welcomed! Date and time will be found on our
Notice Board and FaceBook page.

And may the Lord Bless you and keep you, may He
make His face to shine upon you and be Gracious
to you and give you His Shalom.

Pastor Naomi and friends at Bathpool Chapel
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West Monkton Primary School

Dear Community,

I have had actively dipped into the archives to check
my previous musings in the desire to not repeat
myself too much. Such a feeling comes from the fear
of presenting a familiar narrative in the last two
years. It will be interesting if you can pick out the
school COVID bingo phrases that have, perhaps,
been overused (by myself mostly). Apologies in
advance if this is the case in this issue...

In all seriousness, it has been a fantastic start to the
new academic year and is testament to the attitude
of the children, the support of the parents and carers
as well as the professionalism of the staff. Our
communities have been through so much that it is
refreshing to have the full breadth of the curriculum
and to go back to the hall to share Collective
Worship and to sing again! I had certainly taken for
granted the beautiful sound of 420 children singing
together; now that it is back on the timetable, it is
putting smiles on faces! The school choir has also
reformed and are planning to sing in concerts and
competitions in due course!

Talking of activities taken for granted, our Year 6
cohort have recently been on residential for one
night on the Quantock Hills. Our last two cohorts
have missed out on such rites of passage that we
were keen to ensure it didn't happen a third time. It
was a great trip and provided an opportunity to bond
at the beginning of term before their last year of
primary school began in earnest.

As the nights draw in and the mild weather turns to
something chillier, we begin to think about advent
and the birth of Jesus. As we finish Autumn One and
break before Autumn Two arrives, we already begin
to think about the road to Christmas and the special
time of year that awaits. We all hope you have
wonderful autumn and look forward to seeing you
soon.

Best wishes

James Blackmore
Headteacher

Christmas Markets

Christmas markets are part of the Christmas
landscape in many cities and towns across Europe
now. On Page 3 you will read of the Christmas Fayre,
which will be in the Village Hall on Saturday 4th
December this year, so we have a very small version
of a Christmas market in our parish!
Christmas Markets have a long history, they have
added a touch of light and colour to the long winter
nights.
The story starts in the late Middle Ages, the first of
these markets seems to have been Vienna’s
Dezembermarkt (December Market), dating back to
around 1296. Emperor Albrecht I granted
shopkeepers the rights to hold a market for a day or
two in early winter so that townspeople could stock
up on supplies to last through the cold months.
After this Wintermärkte (winter markets) started to
spring up all over Europe. As well as the food stalls,
locals would  set up stalls to sell things they made
such as baskets, toys, and woodcarvings as well as
roasted chestnuts and gingerbread. These things
were often bought as gifts to give away at Christmas.
It was the winter markets that eventually became
known as Christmas Markets, the first seem to have
been in Munich in around 1310, Bautzen in 1384,
and Frankfurt in 1393. Although, Dresden’s
Strietzelmarkt may have been the first real Christmas
Market, dating from 1434.
Christmas markets were boosted in the 16th-century,
when the teachings of Martin Luther suggested that
the birth of Christ was a more appropriate gift-giving
day than other saints’ days. The churches (who
originally encouraged markets to be held nearby to
get more people to attend services) soon found
themselves competing against the markets for their
congregation.
Today, during the lead up to Christmas, most towns
of moderate size across the German-speaking world
have a Christmas market and you will also find them
many other places around the world. The closest
large markets to us are in Bath and Exeter and they
seem to be planning to open again this year.

Many people plan a visit to a Christmas Market as a
part of their Advent preparation for Christmas. A
chance to buy presents, lap up the atmosphere and
enjoy some seasonal food.
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West Monkton Primary School
Class News

What a wonderful start to the new school year! We
are all very proud of how well the children have
returned to school, with positive attitudes and
enthusiastic smiles!

Year 6 enjoyed a stunning start to their Topic Work
this term with their very own space race! The
superior design and engineering excellence of the
glorious state of Eagletonia went up against the
technical expertise and scientific know-of the
Republic of Dragonslair to prove which class was the
true "SuperPower" in pop rocket design!
See photos in next column.

During collective worships on International Peace
Day all the children spent time thinking about
international peace day. Year 2 got creative whilst
reflecting on how to help bring peace to our school
and beyond.

Allotment update!
Mr Benbow and
many children
helped to clear the
class allotments
ready for the next
stage of planting.
Please remember
us if you have any
unwanted bulbs or
plants or even
compost! Many staff
are learning as
much about
gardening as the
children and we all
love it.

Hens
Our wonderful West Monkton hens continue to
provide a ready source of eggs and fascination for
our pupils!
Children across the school help to feed and water
them, to collect their eggs and to make sure their
homes are well kept and tidy every week.
This is Daisy and Poppy posing beautifully for the
camera!
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Year 4 have begun their PE for the year learning tag
rugby skills. They not only show awesome skills but
great sportsmanship too!

Year 2 have had a fantastic start to the term with
parachute games, art related to their class birds and
challenges to complete with friends!

Year 3 have been learning
about the Ancient Egyptians.
They mummified some
tomatoes and had a look a
few weeks later to see what
had happened to them!

Harvest Celebrations
As part of the Harvest celebration week the school
was joined by Jacquie, a representative from Send
A Cow.
In an immersive Collective Worship Jacquie spoke
to the children about the charity, what it is, where it
is based and why they are there. She held question
and answer sessions for KS2. The children came
away inspired to make a difference (meeting Milkie
the cow was definitely the highlight for many!)
Here is the charities’ website if you would like to
find out more …
https://sendacow.org
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Hestercombe Update

Here we have a seasonal update from
Hestercombe's Head Gardener Claire Greenslade on
her plans for the winter, how gardening fashions have
changed and what you can do to keep your garden
interesting this season.

Not putting the garden to bed: Changing autumn
climate
When I first started gardening, it was in October that
we used to ‘put the garden to bed’. This meant cutting
all the herbaceous plants back to the ground, tidying
up the soil borders, raking up leaves, and leaving
everything neat and tidy until the spring. We closed
our doors on the garden as winter neared and only
reopened them as temperatures rose.
However, we don’t do this any more – with several
good reasons! With such a change in the climate, we
often don’t have a frost until December or even into
the New Year. In 2020 we only had three mild frosts in
total, resulting in longer flowering periods for plants;
we can no longer prune climbing roses in October
because they are still flowering. Older pruning guides
suggest pruning shrub roses in March, at bud break,
but nowadays at Hestercombe bud break happens

much earlier, so
we prune in
February, and find
that our roses are
still flowering in
December. We are
still mowing in
December and
start again in
February, yet only
a few years ago
the mower would
have been put
away from October
until March as the
low ground
temperatures
caused the grass
to stop growing.

Gardening with wildlife
Apart from changing climate, we have also changed
our views on how we garden with wildlife. We are
much more aware of the importance of nature and
wildlife within our gardens and our duty to protect it.
Nurturing nature, inviting beneficial insects in, and
maintaining ecosystems within the garden have
become very important. Doing all that we can to
promote wildlife – even in our little patch – can make
all the difference. Whilst Hestercombe’s gardens were
closed in the first Covid lockdown, and there were just
two of the gardens’ team on site and we had space to
notice. We prioritised the historic landscapes and put
other parts of the garden on hold, and consequently
weren’t strimming as much around the edges of the
garden, as we simply didn’t have the time. Very
quickly nature moved in and flourished around us.

As gardeners we have
learnt from this. The
formal areas will
remain formal but
where we can let go,
we will. So the garden
won’t be put to bed –
we will leave seed
heads and plants as
food sources and to
provide habitats. We
won’t be quite so keen
to tidy everything away
until spring!

Autumn/Winter gardening habits
Gardening fashions are always changing. Now we
like to see autumnal cobwebs covering our plants,
frosted seed heads in the winter and birds feeding
from berries. For some this is quite a big change
and we were worried that it might be seen as lazy
gardening or just tatty. Gardening is always a
balancing act, so when flowers get wet and go
mushy then we will step in and remove them, but
we’ll keep the aesthetic standard high.
If you are starting to redesign borders, it’s worth
thinking about the structure that you will have
during the winter months. Some clever planting,
leaving things in place to go to seed, and adding
berrying shrubs can all help create a much longer
season of interest. In this way you can keep
enjoying your garden all year round as well as
supporting the local wildlife

Heather Christian
Senior Press & Marketing Officer
Hestercombe Gardens Trust
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Christmas at Hestercombe

Hestercombe has announced its plans for Christmas
2021, with a sparkling programme of festive events,
in addition to its first-ever Christmas light spectacle -
ILLUMINATE - a brand-new, colourful illuminated
winter trail, which will see its gardens transformed
into a winter paradise.
Highlights include:
●  ILLUMINATE    Hestercombe’s  firstever  light
display will see its famous gardens illuminated by a
charming light spectacle, leading visitors along a
beautiful trail full of colour and joy.
●  A  series  of  warming  Yuletide  events,  from  its
established Christmas Market, working with
independent artisans and producers, to wreath-
making workshops, festive suppers and listening to
the dulcet tones of singers at Christmas carol
concerts.
●  Magical  family  events,  including  the  return  of
Hestercombe’s beloved Father Christmas, who will
be welcoming children into his enchanting grotto, as
well as festive garden trails taking place across
Hestercombe’s historic landscapes.
Hestercombe’s famous Christmas Market will kick off
the festivities from 19 – 21 November. Local,
independent, artisanal craft makers and producers
will be back at Hestercombe with quality, unique gifts,
delicious treats and beautiful hand-crafted items.
Launching this November in time for the holiday
season, ILLUMINATE will light up the entirety of
Rook Wood and Victorian Shrubbery with a beautiful
multicoloured display from 27 November - 2 January.
Visitors will journey through the enchanting terrain,
into a light-studded Yew Tunnel, culminating with a
fascinating, dynamic pixel display on the turning
circle by Hestercombe House.
To complement this exciting new addition to
Hestercombe’s seasonal offer, a variety of events will
bring a festive glow, including Christmas wreath-
making led by an artisanal flower grower and willow
angel making workshops, which sold out in record
time last year. All sessions are to be accompanied by
festive refreshments to relax you into the creative
Christmas spirit.
The Taunton Military Wives Choir will be returning to
the Bampfylde Hall, warming visitors with the sweet
melodies of their favourite Christmas carols, with
charming new arrangements from the Taunton
Concert Band. There will also be the chance to wine
and dine alongside some holly-jolly musicians at a
festive suppers. Meet with friends and family to enjoy
a sumptuous menu from Head Chef Mathew Taylor
and his experienced team, with music, drinks and
canapés on arrival to be enjoyed underneath the
twinkling lights in the glass-covered Courtyard, as the
fire pit crackles away.
Hestercombe is giving the gift of Father Christmas to
families this year, who will bring a sprinkle of magic
to the festivities by welcoming children into his grotto
at the Octagon Summerhouse, where a log fire will
be slowly crackling away, surrounded by fairy lights,

gifts, holly and friendly cheer (NB Father Christmas
visits taking place after 4pm will include tickets to
ILLUMINATE). There will be a series of fun Christmas
trails taking place around all corners of
Hestercombe’s gardens. Each trail will have a
distinctly festive theme, linking together to give a
special Christmas prize when all are completed.
For many people, the highlight of Christmas is the
food - something the team at Hestercombe is keenly
aware of. Every day from 22 November, visitors will
be able to enjoy a fabulously festive afternoon tea or
lunch in the sumptuous surroundings of the Stables
and Courtyard. Those enjoying the ILLUMINATE light
experience trail will be able to finish up with a rich hot
chocolate or homemade sausage roll from Caffe +
Gelato.
For those who want to purchase some high-quality,
unique presents for loved ones, late-night shopping in
Hestercombe’s inviting gift and book shop will be
available in Hestercombe House every evening
during which ILLUMINATE is running. Explore the
exclusive ranges in the gift shop with a wide variety of
home and fashion gifts and lots of lovely stocking
fillers. As part of this year's Christmas Market,
Hestercombe will also be holding a giant book sale in
the old House, giving avid readers the chance to
discover a treasure trove of bargains for book-lovers.
Chris White, Marketing and Communications
Manager at Hestercombe says:
“The festive season will be a busy and exciting one at
Hestercombe. We’re thrilled to announce the launch
of ILLUMINATE this Christmas. Last year’s festive
season looked very different and so we can’t wait to
help get visitors into the holiday spirit.
We’re also encouraging people to give the gift of a
Membership at Hestercombe this year. Membership,
whether single, joint or family, is the perfect way to
enjoy our holiday events. An annual membership
costs as little as £41.50 and will mean that you can
share a year of discovery, visiting the beautiful
gardens at Hestercombe together at Christmas and
throughout the year. Membership gift packs come
with the option to include a special message, and can
be posted directly to the recipient.
Every visit and membership helps Hestercombe
protect its future for many
Christmases to come”.
Make it a Christmas to remember with these festive
events:
At a glance:
Christmas Market | 19 - 21 November
Wreath Making Workshop: 27, 28 Nov & 2 December
Willow Angel Making Workshop: 12 December
Christmas Carol Concerts | 8 & 16 December
ILLUMINATE| selected dates, 27 November - 2 January
Festive Family Garden Trails | daily, 27 Nov - 2 January
Father Christmas | 4, 5, 11, 12 & 18 - 24 December
Festive Suppers | 10 & 17 December
Festive Afternoon Teas & Lunches | 22 November - 23
December
For more information on dates, times and ticket prices
for each event, please
visit hestercombe.com/christmas
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Monkton Matters

The Parish Council is very pleased to report that the
new community website; Monkton Matters is  live.
www.monktonmatters.co.uk. Monkton Matters is an
online space giving news, information and details of
events in the Parish of West Monkton (incorporating
Monkton Heathfield, West Monkton and Bathpool).
Monkton Matters is for the community and its
contents is developed and posted by the community.
All local residents are encouraged to contribute
relevant articles or submit details of local events. The
website is as good as we make it and the vision for
the site is that it is a one-stop shop; the go-to place
for all community matters.
Various local institutions, from schools to the police,
from churches to the council, are represented on the
site, posting updates. It is possible to find local
businesses and services as well as hear about
community groups, clubs and sports teams running
in the local area. It has helpful information to aid
exploration of the parish and its history as well and
plenty more besides.
To submit an article or an event for inclusion on the
website, please visit the website and complete the
form.
If you have any queries or would prefer to submit
items for inclusion on the website via email please
contact editor@monktonmatters.co.uk

Parish Council Meetings
Parish Council meetings continue to be held on the
second Tuesday of the month at the BACH at
7.00pm. Members of the public are invited to attend
Parish Council meetings to understand the business
of the Council and to raise matters and the Planning
Committee Meeting is held on the first Tuesday of
every month, at the BACH at 7.00pm;
From 2022, due to amount of business that the
Parish Council has to discuss, the format of meetings
will change to two Parish Council meetings per
month, on the second and fourth Tuesday at 7pm at
the BACH.  As usual, the agenda for the meetings
will be posted on the website and noticeboards.
If you aren’t sure of the calendar of meetings, please
check with the Clerk (clerk@westmonkton.net) or
Assistant Clerk (assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net).

Brittons Ash Community Hall (BACH)
The BACH is open for your bookings.  The BACH
has facilities to host virtual meetings, hybrid
meetings, as well as meetings in person.  Further
information is available on the website. If you are
interested in booking the BACH please contact our
Bookings Officer, Maggie
(bachbooking@westmonkton.net).

Community reporting
SCC and SWT have active websites that allow you to
report many problems with Highways and Pavements
– from potholes to overhanging hedges.  Please use
the websites:
www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-and-
transport/#problems-on-the-road
Alternatively, please continue to report such matters
to your Councillors or the Clerk or Assistant Clerk.

Hedgerows in the Parish
Now that bird nesting season has come to an end, it
is a good time to trim hedges, this is particularly
important if a hedgerow on your property adjoins a
footpath, pavement or road. To ensure that pathways
and roads remain clear and free from obstruction for
members of the public to use, please ensure that
hedgerows are trimmed back.

Please report overhanging hedges to SCC
Highways.  The SCC website is very user friendly
www.somerset.gov.uk
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-and-
transport/#problems-on-the-road

Grit bins
As the prospect of winter weather looms, please
remember the Parish Council provides a number of
grit bins around the Parish containing grit for use by
residents in the event of ice on the roads.  You can
make a scoop out of a cut down plastic bottle to keep
in your vehicle.  Please spread the grit thinly, you
don’t need to coat the road!  The grit is mixed with a
compound that causes the ice to melt.  The
compound sinks into the tarmac and will be effective
for quite a while before needing to be topped up.
Only the main roads are gritted by the Highways
Authority, (SCC) so your help in gritting slippery
cross-roads and hills will be much appreciated by the
Parish community.
Bins are at: Church Hill, Coombe Hill, New Cross,
Monkton Inn (on the verge) , Sidbrook Cross-roads,
Sidbrook Orchards, Farriers Green, Milton Hill, Dyers
Lane, Brittons Ash at Bathpool.

NP policy revisions
The two Parish Councils (Cheddon Fitzpaine and
West Monkton) have heard from the SWT Strategic
Planning Team that the Habitat Regulation
Assessment (HRA) and the Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) of the revised Neighbourhood
Plan (NP) have now been completed successfully.
The next steps for the Revised NP will be to progress
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through Regulation 16 at SWT. Reg 16 is a further
series of consultations required within SWT before
the Revised NP will be seen by the Examiner.

Dogs
Dog fouling
This unpleasant nuisance continues: PLEASE collect
and take away the mess your dog leaves behind.
Current advice from SWT is to put the doggie bags
into any public bin – dog bin or litter bin. The Parish
Council pays for dog bins to be emptied regularly, so
please make sure you use the facility.
Since Covid, more people have become dog owners
and enjoy walking the footpaths and country lanes in
the Parish.  All dog owners are urged to take
responsibility of disposing of their dog poo. Please
don’t let your dog off the lead ‘for a run’ without
checking.
The Country Park and the road alongside the canal at
Swingbridge are particularly blighted.
Obviously, it becomes particularly unpleasant if piles
of doggie bags start to accumulate around a bin – or
worse around some other object like an electricity box
on the side of the road.  If you see a doggie bag on
the ground, don’t add yours to it, please consider
others and dispose of the bag considerately, and
report overflowing bins to SWT using the interactive
page on the website.

Dogs on leads
People are continuing
to allow their dogs off
the lead in Farriers
Green Park.  Please
note – the Park is
open to all BUT you
are required to keep
your dog on a lead.
Fines can be levied
on dog owners who
do not comply.
Please report non-
compliance on 101,
or send an email preferably with a photo to
iau@avonandsomerset.police.uk

Precept
A Working Party of the Parish Council will be meeting
in November to set the Parish Council budget for next
year.  This will determine the size of WMPC precept
which is provided by SWT.  You can see the Parish
Council’s proportion on your council tax bill.

Do you have any projects or ideas that you would like
the Parish Council to deliver next year?

Annual Parish Meeting speakers
The Annual Parish meeting will be on Wednesday
30th March 2022 at  7:00pm.  All are welcome, come
and enjoy a glass of wine or soft drink, and healthy
nibbles and listen to the team of guest speakers who
will speak on local matters.  Who would you like for
guest speakers in March 2022?  Please let either
Clerk or any Councillors know as soon as possible
as the event will be organised very soon.

Parish surgery
The Parish Surgery has run every second Thursday
in the month for some considerable time, and we are
delighted that residents have turned up for coffee
and biscuits to air their concerns and share issues
and comments with our County Councillor, District
Councillors and Parish Councillors. However, since
re-opening after Covid there has been very little
support shown for this event, and the Parish Council
has decided to continue this event by request only.
So if you want to have a word with a Councillor at the
BACH on the second Thursday on the month, please
get in touch with the Clerk or Assistant Clerk.

Grants
Although the grant application window from 1
September to 15 October will have closed by the
time you read this newsletter, please don’t forget that
there is a second window for grant applications from
1 April to 15 May.  There are two sorts of grants, one
for schemes that will show benefit in terms of health
and well-being or have social or economic value to
the community; and the second for property owners
who are increasing the climate resilience of
properties in the Parish.  Please go to the grants
policy on the website for more information or contact
either Clerk.

Community Speedwatch scheme
There are now three speedwatch schemes operating
in the Parish.  If you want to set one up in your
particular area please get in touch.

SIDs
A Speed Indicator Device has been purchased and
will be set up at a location to be agreed with SCC.
Data from the SID will be collected and forwarded to
SCC. The SID will not indicate your speed
approaching the device – this is now regarded as
bad practice as it is seen to encourage certain
drivers to take a photo of their approaching speed.  It
will ask you to slow down.

Picnic tables
West Monkton Parish Council installed three picnic
tables at Farriers Green Park for residents to enjoy.
If you have ideas for improvements to our play parks
please let us know.
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Tacchi-Morris Theatre

The All Seasons Live
Friday 5 November, 7:30pm
A Tribute To Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons
Scintillating vocals and incredible harmonies.
Bringing to life the music of Frankie Valli and the
Four Seasons, The All Seasons present a show that
will wow fans of the ‘Jersey Boys’ sound.
Crammed with singalong hits, The All Seasons is a
West End experience brought to Taunton. Young,
vibrant and talented; The All Seasons are a
guaranteed hit with audiences of all ages.
Standard £18 | Concession £17

Fire River Poets
Friday 12 November, 7:30pm
Taunton’s award winning Fire River Poets are back
for this eagerly-awaited evening of words, wit and
wisdom in a special studio event. A selection of poets
perform original work in a wealth of styles to dazzle,
move, amuse, and surprise you in this feast for
poetry-lovers everywhere.
FREE Entry

Elf – The Musical (SOLD OUT!)
Tue 16 Nov, 7:30pm | Wed 17 Nov, 7:30pm | Thu 18
Nov, 7:30pm | Fri 19 Nov, 7:30pm | Sat 20 Nov, 2pm
& 7:30pm
There’s room for everyone on the Nice List!
Award winning TAOS Musical Theatre are delighted
to bring the heart warming and magical holiday hit,
Elf the Musical to the Tacchi-Morris stage this
November. Full of festive fun and frivolity, come and
join Buddy the Elf and the great bearded man in red
himself for this family Christmas spectacular that is
not to be missed!
Famously brought to screen by Will Ferrell in the
movie of the same name*, Elf features songs by
Tony Award nominees Matthew Sklar (The Wedding
Singer) and Chad Beguelin (Disney's Aladdin on
Broadway), with a book by Tony Award winners,
Thomas Meehan (Annie, The Producers, Hairspray)
and Bob Martin (The Drowsy Chaperone).
As Buddy would say – “the best way to spread
Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear!”, so
please prepare to get more than a little bit
“SparkleJollyTwinkleJingly”!
*based on the New line Cinema film written by David
Berenbaum
All other performances: Standard £16 | Child (under
16s) £12

A.J.’s Big Band – Big Band Classics
Friday 26 November, 7:30pm
The South West's premier big band is delighted to be
returning to the Tacchi-Morris Centre with their
packed two set programme of swing and jazz
classics, from the golden years of the big bands.
Now, incredibly, into its thirty fourth year, the
seventeen piece continues to play the timeless music
that so many people, of all ages, still want to hear.
 Featuring the sounds of Glenn Miller, Artie Shaw,
Count Basie and other legendary band leaders,
together with great songs, this is an unmissable
musical entertainment as well as a nostalgic journey
back in time.
Standard £17
‘Brilliant music making.’
SOMERSET COUNTY GAZETTE

Christmas Community Show
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre
Tuesday 30 November, 7:30pm
Members of the Tacchi-Morris Community Classes
present an inspiring and uplifting evening of dance,
theatre, and festive musical performances.
Standard £6.50 | Concession £5 | Student £4.50

The Snow Queen
Ballet Theatre UK
Thursday 2 December, 7:30pm
Join Ballet Theatre UK in their beautiful re-telling of
Hans Christian Andersen’s classic fairy tale ballet,
The Snow Queen.
This spectacular production follows the story of
Gerda and her quest to find her friend Kay, whom the
Snow Queen has placed under an evil spell. Gerda’s
fantastic adventure takes her on a journey across the
frozen north where she encounters a band of
gypsy’s, enchanted reindeer, and a mysterious and
reclusive Lapland woman. Gerda is told by the
mysterious woman to continue travelling north, where
she will find Kay and the Snow Queen’s Palace of
Ice.
Ballet Theatre UK's renowned company of
international dancers, beautiful costumes and
glittering stage
sets combine
to create a
magnificent
spectacle, all
set to a
glorious and
magical score.
Standard £16 |
Student £11
‘Critics’ Choice
– Top 5
productions
touring the
UK.’
THE
INDEPENDENT
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Our Community Coffee Shop is Here!

A new community coffee shop is now open to serve
local residents in and around West Monkton and
Monkton Heathfield, as well as the whole of Taunton.
The Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre Community Coffee
Shop offers a range of hot and cold beverages, cakes
and sweet treats. Newly refurbished, the arts centre’s
foyer now boasts comfortable seating and a
revamped counter area with a new coffee machine.
The Community Coffee Shop is serving Miles Tea &
Coffee as well as tempting sweet snacks from local
brands such as T.G. Pullins Bakery.
The Community Coffee Shop will initially be open in
line with the centre’s Community Classes
programme. Mondays to Wednesdays 5:30pm until
7:30pm, Thursdays 4pm until 6pm and Saturdays
9:30am until 11am. It is expected the opening times
will increase as the new Community Coffee Shop
grows in popularity.
Whilst closed during the school day, local community
groups can contact the arts centre to organise a
regular, pre-booked slot in the daytime. A local
knitting group are already booked in weekly and
anyone interested can call the Box Office or email
info@tacchi-morris.com.
The recent refurbishments were made possible by
funding and support from West Monkton Parish
Council. Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre Director Andy
Pulleyn said, ‘We’re so grateful to West Monkton
Parish Council for their generous support in making
the Community Coffee Shop possible. We also
received support from the Monkton Heathfield Co-op,
who we’re just opposite, and we’re very thankful to
them as well. We aim to be an important asset to this
community and we hope everyone will come and
enjoy a tea or coffee, on their doorstep, at our lovely
venue. We’ve had excellent feedback, especially
about our hot chocolates!’

Opening Times Information:
Regular Opening
Mon-Wed | 5:30pm-7:30pm
Thu | 4pm-6pm
Sat | 9:30am-11am
Fri & Sun | Closed
School Holidays - Closed

Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre, School Road, Monkton
Heathfield, Taunton, TA2 8PD
01823 414141, www.tacchi-morris.com

The Greatest Magician
Saturday 4 December, 7:30pm
The magician most famous for jamming the BBC’s
switchboard after correctly predicting the lottery
fronts The Greatest Magician – the most hotly
anticipated magic show for 2021.
Described by The Mirror as extraordinary and
following a sell-out run in 2019, this enigmatic and
critically acclaimed, intimate glance at the most
engaging of art-forms transports you to a jaw-
dropping world of light-hearted hilarity, wonderment,
and mystery.
Focusing on mind-bending feats of illusion, from
making people forget their own names to
transporting iPhones from the auditorium into blocks
of ice - this dazzling show is a sure sell-out and
showing exclusively for a limited run.
Presented by host of BBC’s Trickster: Live and viral
star - ‘the most anticipated magical performer in a
generation’. Taught exclusively by Paul Daniels,
friends with Penn & Teller and now a magician to
A-lister stars, James Phelan is The Greatest
Magician.
Standard £17 | Concession £15
‘You’re funny, you look good, all your tricks work, if
you were anyone else I’d hate you’
PAUL DANIELS (JAMES PHELAN’S UNCLE)
‘There’s a moment you will remember for the rest of
your life’
CHORTLE MAGAZINE
‘The magic was great… there was the right level of
pzaz. With huge laughs and stunning tricks’
VOICE MAGAZINE
‘Will leave even the most seasoned magic goers
flabbergasted’
EDINBURGH FRINGE MAGAZINE
‘He barely skips a beat… one to watch in the World
of magic’
THE LIST

Beauty and the Beast - Panto
Friday 10 – Wednesday 22 December
A Tale as Old as Pantomime!
The wonderful Reamba Productions return for
another pantomime extravaganza! Beauty and the
Beast will be packed full of stunning scenery,
sensational costumes, magical songs, lots of family
fun and amazing special effects.
The perfect family celebration… be our guest this
Christmas!
Public Performances
Adult £18 | Child (under 16) £16 | Family Ticker for 4
(max. 2 adults) £64
Group Rate (20+ tickets)
£14

Andy Pulleyn |
Centre Director
01823 414143 | andy@tacchi-morris.com
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Taunton Film Society
at The Space
School Road
Monkton Heathfield

November 19th  ‘Sound of Metal’
USA  2020  Drama  2 hours 10 minutes Cert 15
Keeping at bay his inner demons by devoting himself
to art, metal drummer, Ruben, has been living for the
moment for the past four
years. Then, while on tour
with his lead-
singer/girlfriend, Lou,
Ruben realises that his
hearing is rapidly
deteriorating. As this
sudden hearing loss turns
his world upside down,
and numbing fear paired
with angry denial take
over, Ruben reluctantly
accepts to join a small
deaf community overseen
by Joe, a compassionate
Vietnam War veteran. Now, Ruben needs to find
some solid ground, understand that being deaf is not
a handicap and that deafness isn't something to fix.
But, is Ruben willing to accept his new life and learn
how to be deaf?
This is a film that deserves to be seen by the widest
possible audience, reminding us of cinema’s unique
ability to challenge, entertain, uplift and unite.

December 17th   ‘Limbo’ TBC
UK   2021    Drama     1hour 43 minutes
Limbo is a wry and poignant observation of the
refugee experience, set on a fictional remote Scottish
island where a group of new
arrivals await the results of
their asylum claims. It
centers on Omar, a young
Syrian musician who is
burdened by his
grandfather's oud, which he
has carried all the way from
his homeland.
For a film that is so infused
with sadness, however,
Limbo is remarkably funny –
a gentle, empathic kind of
humour that is derived from
the men’s bleak existences,
without mocking them.
There are certainly politics at play here, but also
poetry: it’s a very wry, very eccentric story about
physical and spiritual displacement.

Doors open 7pm, film starts 7:30pm

Check our website: www.tauntonfilmsociety.com
or email: tauntonfilmsociety@hotmail.co.uk for
more information.

The Taunton and District Friendship Club

We are now meeting at the West Monkton Village
Heathfield Hall on the 2nd Thursday of each  month
from 2-4 p.m.
Our club, which was inaugurated in June 1992 and
has a current membership of 106, is open to anyone
over the age of 50 and offers many varied activities
to suit all tastes.
Annual membership (at the time of writing) is £4 p.a.
But a rise to £5 is being proposed at our October
AGM.
Our monthly meetings usually provide a speaker
followed by tea and biscuits (£1.50 extra) and a
chance to chat to fellow members.
Other regular activities include:

! Tenpin bowling
! Skittles followed by lunch at the Valient Soldier,

Roadwater
! Monthly lunches at various venues with

Evening dinner quarterly at SCAT
! Occasional outings
! Annual car rally
! also Warners Holiday

Members can choose to enjoy as many or few of
those activities on offer, but can feel they are part of
a friendly and inclusive club. This year and a half has
been particularly difficult but we look forward to
safely enjoying our regular events.
We invite you to join us.

For further information contact:
   Vivienne Grief – Chairman at vivgrief1@gmail.com
or
   Carol Hanson – Vice Chairman on 01823 413997

Taunton Deane Borough Council

Information regarding the change in opening hours
for the Customer Hub (Taunton Deane Borough
Council’s face to face service).
The new opening hours for the Customer Hub (face
to face) are;
Monday  & Tuesday          8:30am – 5:00pm
Wednesday                        9:30am - 5:00pm
Thursday  & Friday            8:30am – 5:00pm

Happy Christmas
to all our readers
from the
Village News team
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West Monkton Church
100 Club Prizewinners

September
The  draw was held on Thursday 2nd September
First Prize: £91.00 Won by Hazel Adams
Second Prize: £45.50 won by Richard Smith
The sum of £318.50 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 91.

October
The draw was held on Tuesday 5th October
First Prize: £95.00 was won by Norman Cavill
Second Prize: £47.50 was won by Anonymous
The sum of £332.50 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 95.

Congratulations to the winners!  Your turn next
month? If you would like to join or hear more about
the 100 Club, please contact:
Kate Ayres  01823 413873

News from
West Monkton Village Hall

Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE

Most of our regular groups have gradually returned
and we have welcomed several jolly children’s
parties.
Iris Pigott has started arranging a
Quiz Night - the date is 21st January 2022.
Tickets £10 each which includes a Fish and Chip
supper.
Apply to Iris Pigott 01823 413552 or call in at the
weekly Coffee Mornings held on Thursdays at the
hall between 9:45am and 11:30am.

Joyce has been looking into the history of community
buildings in our parish that have acted as village halls
in the past, hosting religious meetings, family parties,
dances, group meetings, etc, going back to the late
1800s. This should be ready to go into the Village
News in the new year.

For more details please contact Joyce Keyte,
Chairman, Tel: 01823 412294 or email:
joycekeyte@btinternet.com

West Monkton Evening
Women’s Institute

Hi everyone

We are pleased to say that, following all the COVID
guidelines, we managed  to enjoy our first WI meeting
on the 23rd September after 19 long months!
A touch of sadness for all of us as during the
Pandemic we have lost three of our members, Ann
(our President), Eileen and Judith ... we held a
minutes silence to share our memories of them all,
and how much they will be missed.
As it was our first meeting, we thought it was a good
opportunity for members to have a chat over a coffee
and cake, after which Steve (Sarah’s husband) played
a very amusing video of all the antics they got up to
during lockdown, all centred around the drinking of gin
... very amusing, very professional, and Sarah is
definitely a star in the making!
If any of you would like to come along to one of our WI
meetings for a taster session, you will find us a friendly
‘bunch’ and you would be made very welcome.  If you
would like some more information just ring me, Shirley
Hector, on 01823 619084 and I would be pleased to
give you some more information, the meeting start at
7:30pm at the Heathfield Hall, West Monkton Village
Hall.
During the lockdown Mandy and Sylvia have been
busy getting together a new Programme of speakers
for 2021/2022 and hopefully these will be tempting
enough for you to come along ... visitors are welcome
at a cost of £5

Future Programme:

2021
November 25th:
‘Commonwealth War Graves’ (Rebecca Smith)
December 9th:
Christmas Party

2022
January 27th:
Quiz/Games/Cheese supper (put together by
Committee)
February 24th:
‘Mission Penguin’ (Ursula Franklin)
March 24th:
‘Foot and Gait Clinic’ (Alistair Oxberry)
April 28th:
‘School in a Bag’ (Luke Simon)

Shirley Hector
Monkton Evening WI
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Assembling the Poppy Project
See Page 28
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To get a pdf copy of the Village
News emailed to you,

please email
thelocalvillagenews@live.co.uk

A.G. PURCHASE
ALCM, LLCM, FLCM

PIANO TUITION

Dodhill Green,
Nailsbourne

Taunton TA1 8AD
Tel:01823 451342

Ben Maughan
Garden Services

! All aspects of soft landscaping
! Hedge laying

(NHLS accredited)
! Kitchen gardens
! Border design/maintenance
! Hedge trimming/Strimming
! Chainsaw work

(NPTC certificate)
! Irrigation systems

Fully insured
07969638855/01823618096
bcmaughan@gmail.com
www.benmaughan.co.uk

Home Cleaning/General
Gardening Service

by friendly, reliable,
local lady

Regular and one off jobs
accepted.

Fully Insured
Telephone 07790973347
 for a no obligation chat

National Blood Donor Service

TRAVEL TO BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS IS
REGARDED AS ESSENTIAL TRAVEL.
Centres have put in place extra safety measures
Sessions will be held at:
St James Church  9th and 16th November
   14th December
   18th January
Taunton Catholic Centre            6th December
       31st January
Creech St Michael Village Hall   1st December
Taunton Academy   21st December
For further details ring 0845 7711711 or go online at
www.blood.co.uk
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MOT
WHILE YOU WAIT

CROFT GARAGE LTD
Monkton Heathfield

01823 412393

Repairs & Servicing
Free Collection & Delivery

DAVE BAKER
For all your

GARDEN REQUIREMENTS
*Fencing

*Hedge Cutting
*Drives *Walls *Paths

*Patios
Competitive Rates

Free estimates
Tel: 01278 662238

Mob: 07796658721
davebakerlandscapingservices.co.uk.

Messrs. E White & Son
(Taunton) Ltd.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

138/139 East Reach, Taunton
Tel: Taunton 272183

(Day & Night Assistance)

Family Funeral Directors
for Three Generations

DARREN GRAY
ELECTRICAL & BUILDING

SERVICES

ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC
ELECTRICAL AND BUILDING

WORKS CARRIED OUT

BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
TILING, PATIOS, FENCING,
DECKING AND ALL YOUR

ELECTRICAL NEEDS TO 18TH

EDITION REGULATIONS

CONTACT:
07764996937

Fireplace Showroom
Chimneys Relined & New Build

HETAS registered Installers

Tel: 01460 74612
Fireplace Showroom,

Tail Mill Lane,
Merriott TA16 5PF

www.wicksheating.co.uk

World Book Day at West Monkton Primary

Care At Home

Registered Qualified Micro Provider
DBS Checked and Fully Insured

Offering Help and Support
In Your Home

Personal Care
Housework

Shopping, Trips Out, Appointments
The List is Endless...

Nothing Is Too Much Trouble
For a friendly chat, I'd love to help

call Rachael on
01823 451187  or 07969944520

A huge thank you to all our advertisers
in this difficult time.

Please support local businesses and please mention the Village News when you contact them.

Yoga classes in
Monkton Heathfield

Friday mornings group yoga
at 9.30 am OUTDOORS to start in

April.
A private class is designed for you
whether you are recovering from an
injury, would like to discover yoga,

or looking to challenge yourself.
I am willing to travel if you prefer yoga

at home.
All levels from Complete Beginners

to Advanced are welcome.
www.facebook.com/LenaMaughanYoga

for more info.
Your own mat, water and a blanket

please.
Lena on 07402729410 or

elena.maughan@gmail.com

Neil
Robertson

Plumbing &
Heating Ltd

Plumbing - Heating - Renewables

We cover all issues. Big or Small
From a Boiler Service to Full installation
Energy & Cost Efficient Living

over 30 years in business
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm

T: 01823 413999
Emergency mobile: 07799614977

email:
info@neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk
www.neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk

West Monkton Village
Hall

St James Church Hall

Class sizes are limited at
the moment.

For more details phone:
Dawn 01823 410364
          07779404038

or
Anya  07950 297240.
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SOME TEAM

DÉCOR 8 with Atlas
Home & Property

Maintenance

For all your painting,

decorating, carpentry

 & maintenance

requirements

Contact Bob on

01823 413510

or

07790 812327

Alex Holley

Flooring

For all your flooring
requirements

Your local specialist
for:

Carpet, Vinyl,
Kardean,

Wood and Safety
Flooring

Tel: 07734860724

Pilates,
Chair based Pilates

& Yoga

Brittons Ash Community Hall
TA2 7FT

For bookings and
enquires contact:
Dianne
Mobile:
07850473428
Email:
funfit.dianne@btinternet.com

Mobile Foot Care
Professional foot treatment & advice
in your own home

Ingrowing Toenails
General Foot Care
Cracked Heels
Nail Trimming
Callouses
Corns
                      Phone:
                      079699 12080
                      Email:
rachaelsalter1234@gmail.com

! Mortgages

! Equity Release

! Protection

! Buildings Insurance

! Commercial Lending

! Business Protection

Priors Way, Monkton Heathfield, Taunton
Tel: 01823 413113

A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED AGAINST YOUR
HOME. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU

DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
OR ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT
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HILARY NORMAN
  Foothealth Practitioner RFHP

GENERAL FOOT CARE
Nail Cutting & filing, Corn & Callus removal,
In-growing toenails, fungal infections and
general advice on the care of your
feet.

Treatment in the comfort of
your own home
01984 623263
07969 448793

hilary.norman@btinternet.com

BEN GRAY

CARPENTRY
Fully Qualified Carpenter

For All Your Carpentry Needs

T: 07540328951
E: benfgray@gmail.com

Are You Looking for a Keep Fit Class?
Come along, socialise, make new friends and have
fun keeping fit!
West Monkton Village Hall Wednesdays 6pm to 7pm.
£6.00  (Term time only)

Aerobic based exercise for all abilities
and levels of fitness.

Come and have fun getting fit.
For more details contact:
Heather on 07561498365     fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather

For an appointment
call

01823 351122
Taunton Solicitors

Legal Services and Advice
BUYING AND
SELLING PROPERTY

PROBATE, WILLS &
TRUSTS

FAMILY LAW &
DIVORCE

COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY

LASTING POWERS OF
ATTORNEY

NEW BUILDS &
SHARED OWNERSHIP

Visit our website for discounts and costs
www.tauntonsolicitors.com

2 Tangier Central Taunton TA1 4AP
e-mail: info@tauntonsolicitors.com
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Covering the whole of Somerset & Devon

Our Services include:
     - TV Aerial installation      - Sky installation
     - Extra TV points              - Freesat installation
     - BT TV                            - Digital TV set up
                        - Aerial Repairs
01823 325930             www.toneaerials.co.uk

aerialcaresouthwest@gmail.com

LES MARSH CARPETS

Carpet – Karndean- Vinyl Experts

 Local flooring specialists, over 40
years trading experience

 Advice, through to measuring,
supplying and expertly fitted
Visit our showroom to view our
extensive range of options

Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm, Saturday 9am - 2pm

01823 335952 or email lesmarshcarpets@btconnect.com

Follow  us on Facebook and Instagram

Household Cleaning Undertaken
20 years experience

Caring person who is willing to do all
household tasks. Will also help with shopping,
collecting prescriptions, accompanying to

appointments etc.

References can be
supplied.
Reasonable charges.

Phone Angie on
07807892128

Your Local Estate Agents

Home Field View North,
Prockters Farm, West Monkton,

Taunton, Somerset TA2 8QN
01823 426090

sales@jamesgrayestateagents.com
jamesgrayestateagents.com

James
Gray

ESTATE AGENTS

New Vehicle Approved Service Centre
¸  Vehicle Collect & Return Service
¸  Loan Cars Available
¸  Excellent reviews on
¸  AA Approved, ServiceSure & Motor Ombudsman
¸  Female Friendly Certified Garage
¸  12 months National Warranty

Greenbrook Terrace, Taunton TA1 1UU
01823 338005
www.goddardandfamily.com
sales@goddardandfamily.com
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       70 Station Road
       Taunton TA1 1NX

Large size specialist 60 chest & waist

Tel/Fax: 01823 333169
E-mail: post@gurds.co.uk
www.gurds.co.uk

RIVERSIDE BUTCHERS
“Meat to please you,
Pleased to meat you”

Suppliers of high quality
local produce

Local Beef, Pork, Lamb,
Veal, Poultry and Game

Award Winning Homemade
Sausages, Pies, Faggots,

Bacon and Black Pudding
Home Cooked Meats

Free delivery
when you spend £30 or more

Supplying to the public and catering
trade

Tel: 01823 289097
Riverside Place, St James Street, Taunton

www.riversidebutchers.co.uk

Traditional  Men’s Wear

DT GAS
Heating & Plumbing

Office: 01823 33 33 32
Mobile: 07811 166829

email: dave@daveterrell.co.uk

The Monkton Inn

Enjoy your meal in our beautiful
garden or inside. A safe, dry
space - whatever the weather!

Come and try our South African
tasting menu.

All tables socially distanced.
Kids play area.

Tel: 01823 412414
email:
peterval2009@hotmail.com

Tincknell Fuels Ltd
Your Local Fuel &
Heating Specialists

 Heating Oil Deliveries

 Tank Maintenance

 Gas & Oil Boiler Servicing

¸Gas & Oil Boiler Breakdowns

01749 683911
www.tincknells.com
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! Natural Gas & LPG
! Oil Installations & Servicing
! Boiler Installations &

Servicing
! Central Heating Systems
! Power Flushing
! Bath Rooms/Shower

Rooms
! Cloakrooms/Kitchens

! Residential Park Homes &
Caravans

! Cookers/Fires/Water
Heaters/Space Heaters

! Vented/Unvented Water Systems
! Energy Efficiency Qualified

Technician
! General Plumbing & Heating

Maintenance
! Call Outs and & Emergencies

Welcome

A. STEWART
Plumbing & Heating

Call Ashley on: 07590729084 / 01823 412263
Email: info@astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk

www.astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk

   LANDSCAPING &
  ARTIFICIAL LAWNS

Garden Landscaping
   Patios/Stone Walling/Decking/Pergolas
   Commercial & Residential

! Laylawn Artificial Grass Licensees for the
South West

Contact: 01823 252023
www.englishgardenco.co.uk
www.lazylawntaunton.co.uk

Wastewater Maintenance Engineers
Covering all of the South West

 DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?
Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting, Tank Emptying,

Rainwater Harvesting System.

Service and Repairs, Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank

Inspection.

All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer.

FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!
M: 07749 118 500 | E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk |

W: www.alphawastewater.co uk

Sibley Landscapes

Hard & Soft Landscaping-Garden Services

A friendly and personal service

throughout Somerset. Contact us for a

free quotation, discussion or advice.

01278 663441

sibley.landscapes@gmail.com
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  And Finally ...
Age is an issue of mind over matter. If you don't mind it doesn't matter.

The day of the ultra:

On the Friday evening, my son Ben and I, drove to Minehead
and parked at the Northfield Hotel (not recommended, since I
found I had to make my own bed!), then went and completed
the initial registration. Up around 5:30am, we had a breakfast
of porridge oats and dried fruit which we'd brought with us,
and set off for the start. There were about 1200 people
starting that day, at different times, and we were in the 7:40
group. So, after a bit of zumba to warm up, we were on our
way. A walk through the streets of Minehead, first, then we
were on the path up to Dunkery Beacon.
The walk was initially quite easy, and the path not too steep.
The weather, which had been threatening, held off, and the
first part of the climb was quite pleasant. However, about
halfway up, the rain and wind struck with a vengeance - and
there were thunderstorms about. I struggled to put my
poncho on, which was quite difficult in the wind. I had one
hand trying to hold the hood over my head, while the other
alternated between holding it down at the front and pulling it
down at the back - whilst trying to keep my glasses clear so
that I could see the slippery, stony track in front of us. I’ve
described the conditions elsewhere as ‘brutal’, and indeed
they were - but I said to my son and anyone else who would
listen, “There’s just nowhere else I’d rather be!” I don’t
remember feeling so alive as I did climbing that hill! Needless to say, the temperature dropped and it was
freezing. The rest of the day is a bit of a blur - it was just a case of putting one foot in front of the other. When
we got to the halfway finish point there were cheerleaders and an MC, encouraging the finishers through the
finish line. The MC was congratulating everyone for having come through those terrible conditions, and, as I
went past him, I said, as an aside, “It was a bit of a doddle, really.” He called me back and asked me my age.
When I told him I’d be 84 in September, he announced to the crowd, “This man is 84 and he’s just told me it
was a doddle!” Which made everyone chuckle. I told him that I was there with my son, and said: “I’ve been
looking after him for 43 years and today he’s been looking after me.” Which the MC duly relayed to the crowd.
The next day a woman told me that when she’d heard that it had moved her to tears!”
That night we stayed in a hotel in Tiverton - a couple of miles away from the campsite. We got a taxi there, but
had to walk back the next morning, ready for a 6.30 start. This is when my failure to buy a new rucksack, at the
urging of my son, came back to bite me. For the last ten or so km on the previous day I had found myself
bending further and further over to my left, to compensate for my ill-fitting rucksack. I thought this wouldn’t be
too much of a problem on the second day, but I was wrong - as soon as I put my rucksack on, I began to bend
over again. I struggled on as best I could, with my son carrying my rucksack for long periods. But, 2k after the
first pitstop of the day, at the 70k mark, my son asked me if I honestly felt I could continue walking almost
doubled over, for the next 30k - and I thought, no, I don’t think I can. So I pulled out at this point. I got a shuttle
bus to the next couple of stops, whilst Ben carried on walking. I went to see the medics as soon as I could and
was given an ibuprofen spray and some paracetamol, which pretty well sorted me out. I was there at the finish
line to greet him, and the MC suggested I present Ben with his medal, which I did, to much applause.
My impressions of the whole ultra experience: I’m so glad I did it. I’m still savouring the sheer pleasure the
weekend gave me. Everything was great! The terrain - challenging at times, given the severe weather we
experienced climbing Dunkery Beacon - the company, everyone of whom had their own story - and the staff,
nothing was too much trouble. The food wasn't great - or even available at times, but, in the whole scheme of
things, that was a minor issue.
Probably the best thing about the weekend was that my son came along, too, so we spent a rare 48 hours
together - which was pretty special. And we’ve both discovered that ultras are addictive.
So I've now got unfinished business - we’re going back again next year, and this time, I intend to complete it!
And I may run part of it - it will be so good to get back into running again.
What next? In the short term, Ben and I - and Ben’s son, Alfie, my Grandson - are entered into a Virtual
Kilimanjaro 50k challenge early in October.
And my new challenge is to complete 50 ultras by the time I’m 100!
Paul Youd


