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Useful Names and Telephone Numbers
Rector: Rev. Mary Styles - 01823 451189
The Vicarage, Kingston St Mary, TA2 8HW
Associate Vicar half-time: Rev Jim Cox - 01823 333377
Churchwarden: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
P.C.C Secretary: Samm Barge - 07976415337
P.C.C Treasurer: David Cooke Captain of Bell ringers: Pearl Jeanes - 412804
Church Flower Organiser: Angela Dill - 412395
Mothers’ Union: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
Benefice Office: Michele Hardiman - 01823 451257
Parish Council Clerk: Amy Shepherd - 01823 412922

clerk@westmonkton.net
PC Assistant Clerk: Tricia Cavill - 01823 413524

assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net
PC Chairman: Stuart Haskins - 07824410997

stuarthaskins@westmonkton.net
West Monkton Primary School Head:
James Blackmore - 01823 412582
Heathfield Community School Head:
Peter Hoare - 01823 412396
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 01823 414141
Taunton Deane Community Transport:
01823 331266 Mon-Fri. 9 am to 4 pm (Slinky Bus
24hrs notice).
Village Hall:
Telephone, incoming calls only - 01823 412068
Booking Officer: Mrs Lyn Batt Tel: 01823 412089
Chairman: Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Vice Chairman: Colin Bentley Tel: 01823 413193
BACH (Brittons Ash Community Hall)
Chairman: Barry Gage 07752723311
barrygage125@btinternet.com
Booking Officer: Maggie Little 01823 323662
Useful E-Mail addresses & websites:
Community Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk
Parish Council Website: www.westmonkton.net
Litter Hotline: 01823 356356
Village Agent: Linda Burton
Mobile: 07931018019
Email: linda@somersetrcc.org.uk
Benefice Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-BeneficeWest-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfieldchurches-242102696183594/
Benefice website: www.southquantockbenefice.org.uk
New Buildings and Developments enewsletter: to
sign up please email:
communications@westmonkton.net
Police Contact numbers:
Police Sergeant 4320– Charmain Dyne
Police Community Support Officer – PCSO 7256
Scott Windsor: 07889655195
scott.windsor@avonandsomerset.police.co.uk
PCSO 9255 Jake Edwards: 07701283686
jake.edwards@avonanadsomerset.police.co.uk
Non emergency telephone 101
Emergency 999

Regular Events at West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE
Slimming World
Mondays
09:00 - 11:00
Phoenix Camera Club
Mondays
19:00 - 22:00
Pilates
Tuesdays
09:30 - 10:30
Brownies
Tuesdays (except school holidays)
18:00 - 19:30
Model Boat Club
Once a month on a Tuesday
19:30 - 21:30
Monkton Players
Tuesdays
20:00 - 22:00
Badminton
Tuesdays 14:00 - 15:00, Wednesdays 20:00 - 22:00
Yoga
Wednesdays
09:30 - 10:45
National Childbirth Trust
Wednesdays
10:00 - 12:00
Fitness for Fun
Wednesdays
18:00 - 19:00
Bizzy Boots Line Dancing
Wednesdays
19:00 - 21:45
Writers Club
Wednesdays (except first in month)
19:15 - 21:15
Pilates
Thursdays
18:30 - 19:30
Coffee Morning (Ladies and Gents)
Thursdays
10:00 - 11:30
Monkton Evening WI
Fourth Thursday of the month
17:30 - 19:30
Ladies Afternoon Tea
Third Thursday of the month
14:30 - 16:30
Trams & Light Railways
Once a month on a Saturday
13:30 - 16:30
Hardy Plant Society, Somerset Group
Once every month on a Saturday
10:30 - 13:00
South West Orchid Society
Once a month on a Sunday
14:00 - 17:00
SGI Buddhist Group
Second Sunday of the month
10:00 - 12:30
‘O’ Gauge Model Railways
Quarterly on a Sunday
09:00 - 17:00
For more information please contact Joyce Keyte on

Tel: 01823 412294
Village News:
Please forward information for the next edition to the
Associate Editors, Lorna Walters, Tel. 01823 412017
lc.walters33@btinternet.com
Dawn Watts, Tel. 01823 412201 dawnwattsdk@yahoo.co.uk
Village News Treasurer Ken Jones
Distribution of the Village News is organised by: Barry
Gage, Maggie & Gordon Little and David Pearson.
Submissions to Village News may be made by e-mail or by
hard copy. Please ask for a receipt to your e-mail to ensure
that it arrives. Items submitted will be subjected to editing if
necessary. The deadline for submissions for the January February 2021 Village News is 1st December 2020.
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The Monkton Players
With nothing new to report, I thought it would be the perfect opportunity to explain a
bit about or history and how we came to be.
The Monkton Players originally performed in the Victory Village Hall, starting with
two one act plays on January 19th 1949. The cost to watch "The Proposal" and "A
Bed For Her Majesty" followed by a Social Evening was just two shillings.
They continued to perform two or three plays a year during the 1950's, but by the time the new West Monkton
Village Hall had been constructed the group had disbanded.
In the early 1980s, Bob Pettitt (who was involved with the Bishops Lydeard Drama Club) was asked if he
would arrange a meeting to form a new drama group for the village hall; and so the Monkton Players was
reborn.
Their first production was a one
act play "Housekeeper Wanted"
by Philip King and Falkland L
Cary - put on as part of a
fundraising variety evening in aid
of the new hall. From that small
beginning on April 4th 1981 the
group went on to produce their
first full length play "A Basinful of
the Briny" in October that same
year.
Since those early days the
Monkton Players have performed
many farces and comedies,
including a tenth anniversary
celebration where they
performed "Outside Edge" at the
Brewhouse.
They have also performed three
plays written by one of their
‘The Paper Chain’ performed in 1954
members, John Furse.
Bob Pettitt continues to be
involved in productions as the group's Life President, even though he keeps saying that each production
will be his last!
The future of
the group is
currently
uncertain.
However, the
members all
hope that,
within time,
they will be
able to take to
the stage once
again and
entertain the
people of West
Monkton and
Monkton
Heathfield.
Tim Hiscock

‘The Camel's Back’ from 1953
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Somerset Birds
Autumn is a good time to review the success or
otherwise of our breeding birds and summer visitors
and this year has seen mixed fortunes for both.
Perhaps the most extraordinary event has been the
large influx of Cattle Egrets, a species that seems to
be consolidating its colonisation. Cattle Egrets are a
very successful
species and can
be found on every
continent except
the Arctic and
Antarctica. It is
these that you see
around Elephants
and Water
Cattle Egrets
Buffalos in Africa,
and they are
equally at home among our grazing cattle. Once very
rare here, Cattle Egrets first bred in Somerset (and
Britain) in 2005. Subsequent cold winters checked
their progress but it seems they are now here to stay.
Flocks of over a hundred have been seen on the
Levels, and among these are a number of juveniles
confirming that they have successfully nested. An
egret amongst cattle is now as likely to be this bird as
the similar Little Egret, now common throughout
Britain. The easing of COVID-19 restrictions allowed
some monitoring of species such as Pied Flycatcher,
and these had another good year on the Quantocks.
Its near relative, the Spotted Flycatcher is not faring
as well and continues to decline for reasons still
largely unknown.

distance migrants. When it comes to Swifts, birds
similar in many ways to Swallows though not related,
analysis is much more difficult. This remarkable bird
has evolved to spend almost all its life on the wing,
feeding, mating and even sleeping in flight. It does,
however, need terrestrial nesting sites, usually under
the roof tiles of older properties. Swift populations are
suffering from the design features of modern houses,
where such access is not possible. I am privileged to
have Swifts breeding on my house and share with my
neighbours one of the few colonies we still have
around Taunton. Swifts arrive from Africa usually in
mid-May. Breeding adults spend a day or two
reacquainting themselves with nest sites and leave
again usually returning at the end of the month. Birds
do not breed until three years old, and the whole
situation is complicated by the presence of these nonbreeding youngsters whizzing around the rooftops and
going under the tiles. It is usually these parties of
youngsters, rather than the adults, that circle houses
with great speed in the evenings uttering their
screaming calls. This behaviour does, of course, make
counting active nests difficult. Adults collect wind
blown debris on the wing and, using saliva as cement,
form a simple nest laying 2-3 eggs. During bad
weather Swifts cannot feed easily and may travel over
a hundred miles in a day to do so. Both eggs and
young are adapted to cope with these absences.
Eggs can withstand cooling so hatching may be
delayed for several days, and the chicks can do
without food for long periods. Nevertheless the bad
weather we had this June must have caused some to
starve, and there is every indication that this year was
a bad one locally. When faced with such difficulties
adults may select the weakest chick and eject it, to
help the others survive. My neighbour presented me
with what was probably one such waif, a half-grown
nestling grounded in her garden, clearly emaciated.

Swallow

Swallows arrived in much lower numbers than usual,
with some estimates putting the population down by
as much as 40%. Certainly many of the nest sites I
monitor were deserted this year. It seems poor
weather might have been the cause. Their northward
migration coincided with persistent low pressure
systems over Iberia which may have killed many.
Further east in the Mediterranean several thousand
Swallows perished as storms hit Greece. House
Martins too suffered and nests in the main colony in
West Monkton were down by over 50%. Happily all
the indications are Swallows at least had a successful
breeding season with many juvenile birds on the wing
in September. Such population fluctuations are, of
course, natural and reflect the risks taken by long-

Swift waif

Fortunately in expert hands, and luckily I know some,
despite their specialised diet Swift nestlings can
usually be reared to fledging. After three weeks of
such care, and fully recovered, this youngster was
launched skywards to join its brethren, never to land
for many months. Nice to have a happy ending!
Brian Hill.
Somerset Ornithological Society welcomes people
whatever their level of interest in birds. Please contact me
on 01823 442918 for details. Our meetings programme will
resume as soon as this is permitted.
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West Monkton Church of England
Primary School
Dear Community,
This time last Autumn, I wrote and passed comment
upon the departure of a summer like most others and
how we were moving towards an autumn and winter
like, I am sure, most others. It seems strange now
though to read my previous contributions to school
newsletters and the Village News following the trials
of the last six months or so... It is very much the start
of a new academic year and the weather changes in
line with a new year as it always does but this year's
Autumn Term is like no other that I have ever
experienced and, I am sure, like no other in school's
history.
Traditionally, at this time of year, I would reiterate the
importance of community and togetherness. Such a
tradition has never been more important. Our
Christian Values underpin our curriculum approach
and for this half term we are thinking about 'Hope
and Thankfulness.' We are considering our
'Thankfulness' for the support, love and guidance
shown to us this year whilst focusing on the 'Hope' of
what's to come. We recognise the need to look back
and reflect but are determined to stride forward and
be excited for what is ahead of us.
There's no doubt that coming back to school after the
school closures has been difficult for both adults and
children. There has been, and will continue to be,
natural anxiety and worry. However, we are thankful
of being able to rely on each other and hopeful of a
good year ahead of us. As a school, we are thankful
of being able to welcome all of our children back to
school. Yes, it is very different still and yes, it isn't
quite the school that closed in March but it is our
school. It is still the place where we can come
together to play, learn and worship. A place where
we can communicate our thanks and be hopeful of
what is to come.
Wishing you all the very best
James Blackmore
Headteacher
West Monkton CE VC Primary School
01823 412582
Part of The Oak Partnership Trust

Drinking Straws When the nationwide ban on single
use plastic straws came into force, the school was
delighted to receive notification that West Monkton
had been recommended by a member of our school
community to win a pack of Joe’s Heroes
compostable drinking straws!
It has been estimated that more than 8 billion plastic
drinking straws pollute the World’s beaches and
oceans. The school is always delighted to support
and promote any initiatives that raise awareness and
help to protect our environment and it seemed fitting
to try out our straws in our school farm area with our
school chickens looking on!
Members of Falcon Class gave a unanimous thumbs
up to the sugarcane straws we tried – best of all,
these can be safely and disposed of in food waste or
compost bins.
Thanks to Blossom and Root Wellbeing and Lifestyle
Store for our prize!
See photo on front cover.
Harvest Rev Mary
lead a Harvest
Collective Worship
with the whole
school via zoom.
The Year 6 children
then enjoyed a
workshop about
harvest and mini
beasts.
Archery In PE,
Years 4, 5 and 6
children added another 'string to their bow' by making
use of the Archery
equipment. The
whole 'point' of the
exercise was to
improve their hand
eye co-ordination and
'hitting their targets'
with plenty of
budding Robin Hoods
and Maid Marians on
show!

International Day of Peace All year groups took
part in a Collective Worship exploring the origins and
meanings of this day. An International Day of Peace
was agreed upon by the United Nations General
Assembly and first took place in 1982, 'To provide a
globally-shared date for all humanity to commit to
peace above all
differences and to
contribute to building
a culture of peace.'
All classes created
some art work to
symbolise 'peace'
within our school.
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Green fingers in
Year 1!
The Year 1 children
had their chance to
clear their garden of
weeds ready for Mr
Benbow to put fresh
top soil down so they
can begin to planting!
I wonder what they
will grow?
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West Monkton, Kingston St Mary,
Cheddon & Broomfield
Contact:
sqbenefice@btconnect.com

I’m staring at a blank piece of paper as I write this
near the end of September for November /
December Village News – what can I say with any
certainty about our plans for Advent and Christmas
this year, just as more restrictions have been
imposed on gathering? …. Very little!
Except that, we have made some very special
plans to celebrate Christmas – not as usual – but
in the best way we can! You will see some them
here, but do please check for changes nearer the
time.
Dealing with uncertainty is a normal part of life but
THIS much uncertainty can be overwhelming, it
has been for me, at times – not only trying to plan
for my own life and my family - but even more so
for the Benefice of Churches I serve.
So how do we cope? We have all developed some
strategies – some helpful and some, well …..!
May I offer 2 suggestions that come from the
Bible?
The first is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself”
– or perhaps, keep on loving. We’ve seen a huge
outpouring of community and neighbourliness, of
people going the extra mile for friends and
strangers. Now, as the months roll on in the crisis
let’s keep on doing what is needed to support each
other.
The second is to nurture hope; in ourselves and
others (not false hope in unrealistic things) but
hope based in the solid rock of God Himself. As
the writer of Hebrews says: “We have this hope as
an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” How can
we hope in an unseen God? Well, people of faith
have done so down the ages as they have
experienced him through nature, though other
people and through Scripture: “Yes, my soul, find
rest in God, my hope comes from Him.” (Psalm
62:5)
Now is the time to emulate their faith and trust,
taking a few moments to be still and pray through
the day.
Then, in these difficult times and in whatever way
we end up celebrating Advent and Christmas this
year we firmly hope in this promise: “Draw near to
God and He will draw near to
you.” (James 4:8)
Or as a modern paraphrase
puts it: “Say a
quiet yes to God and he’ll be
there in no time!”
God bless you with a sure and
certain hope of His love for you.
Mary

From the West Monkton church registers
Baptisms:
16.08.20
Ryan Paul Taylor
We welcome the newly baptised as they start their
journey of faith with us.
Weddings:
29.08.20
Gareth Coles & Kathryn Foy
26.09.20
James Woolway & Kerenza Kerslake
We pray for these couples for life in all its fullness
together.
Funerals in church or crematorium:
06.08.20
Michael Woollacott
18.08.20
Bryan Bunney
20.08.20
Philip Penny
22.09.20
Garry White
Interment of Ashes in the churchyard
07.08.20
Brian John Hares
We remember these lives and pray for those who
mourn them.
Service in church

West Monkton Church
100 Club Prizewinners
The September draw was held
on Wednesday 2nd September
First Prize: £89.00 Won by Lee
Scott
Second Prize: £44.50 Won by
Sharon Davidson
The sum of £311.50 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 89.
The October draw was held on 9th
First Prize: £89.00 was won by Barry Cossey
Second Prize: £44.50 was won by Peter Mustoe
The sum of £311.50.00 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 89.
Congratulations to the winners!
Your turn next month?
If you would like to join or hear more about the 100
Club, please contact:
Kate Ayres 01823 413873
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South Quantocks Benefice
Please note: This service schedule is
dependent on (changing) government
guidance for public worship.
For up to date information please check with
the Benefice Office or our website:
https://southquantockbenefice.org.uk/
Unless you are exempt, face masks MUST
be worn in church.
We are following government guidance (eg on
social distancing, the celebration and
distribution of Holy Communion and not
singing during worship.)
In addition we continue to hold "zoom" live
worship at 10:30am each Sunday for those
who prefer not to venture out just yet.
If you have any questions or concerns please
be in touch.
Note NEW SERVICE TIMES
See website for updates as subject to change
November Services: (Communion unless other stated)
1st
8:30am
West Monkton
1st
10:30am
Kingston All Saints Day
2nd
7:00pm
West Monkton - All
Souls (not communion) Please book your seat for
this via the benefice office
8th
10:50am
West Monkton Remembrance beginning outside the into church
15th
8:30am
Kingston
15th
10:30am
Broomfield
22nd
10:30am
Cheddon
29th
10:30am
West Monkton Advent Sunday United Benefice Communion
Churches are open at limited times for Private
Prayer (we will update as changes allow – see
website for any changes)
West Monkton: Open every day – daylight hours
Broomfield: Wednesdays 2pm – 4pm
Kingston: Wednesdays 2pm - 4pm and Sundays
11am – 1pm
Cheddon: Open every day – daylight hours

ADVENT GROUPS / December 2020
There will be 2 Advent groups running.
Each session will last for 1 hour.
Mondays 2:00pm at: 4 Garden Close, Northwalls
Grange, Cheddon: 30th Nov; 7th, 14th, December
Tuesdays 5:00pm in The Benefice Office, Kingston
1st, 8th, 15th, December
Spaces may be limited so please book your place
through the Benefice Office - 451257
It is good to make a small space during advent to
journey towards Christmas.

We are currently still offering the following:
· Live Sunday 10.30am ‘Zoom’ services – please
contact us for details.
· Weekly news-sheet with readings, short reflection etc
· To be added to our weekly news-sheet mailing list
contact Michele: sqbenefice@btconnect.com
or see the website for links
Rev Tracey was Priested on 29th September in
Wells

Photo left to right:
Rev Mary; Bishop
Ruth; Rev Tracey &
Rev Jim

December Services: (Communion services)
See website for updates as this is subject to
change
6th
8:30am
West Monkton BCP
6th
10:30am
Kingston
13th
10:30am
West Monkton
20th
8:30am
Kingston BCP
20th
10:30am
West Monkton
27th
10:30am
Cheddon
In addition there will be a variety of Christmas
Services.
IMPORTANT: if you would like to attend any of the
planned Christmas services you will need to book
via the church office please as due to covid 19
seating is restricted.
Places will be released 2 weeks before the
relevant service and all bookings closed after
22nd December.
Please see our website for service details and
updates as this is subject to change. December
schedule will be posted by mid November.
The Church Office will be closed from 2pm on 23rd
December and re-opens on Monday 4th January.

All Souls Day Service
Monday 2nd November
7:00pm Service in West Monkton church
An opportunity to remember a lost one, light a candle
and add their name to the prayer tree
Please book your place as
numbers will be limited – by
tel to 01823451257 or
email
sqbenefice@btconncet.com

Facebook Link:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-Benefice-West-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfield-churches242102696183594/
Copy deadline for January - February 2021 is 1st December 2020
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A Sting in the Tail
Ivy is not everybody’s favourite plant. Its flowers are
singularly unattractive and are hardly fragrant, having
a strong pungent smell. Yet in autumn these flowers
provide a lifeline for many insects, persisting as they
do well into late October. Various flies and butterflies
find their nectar attractive and, wasps in particular
depend on Ivy for late feeding. Wasps have few
friends but they have a vital role in the ecosystem
and are very efficient pest controllers, taking
innumerable harmful larvae including many that
attack food plants. Nor are they especially difficult to
live with if you understand their remarkable lifestyle.
We have nine species of the familiar yellow and black
wasp including some that are recent colonists.
Differences between them are subtle and most
people are happy to call the Common, German and
Norwegian versions just plain ‘wasps’. All of these
are colonial, nesting either in a hole in the ground,
wall or roof space with the exception of the
Norwegian which builds a dome shaped nest in
bushes or hedges. The life cycle of a colony begins
when the Queen leaves hibernation in early spring.
She seeks a suitable site and begins a nest of fine
paper made from chewed up wood pulp. Eggs are
laid and these develop into workers which then
service the nest. All of these are sterile females.
They continue to enlarge the nest and feed the
developing grubs on mashed insects and their larvae.
In return the grubs produce a sweet substance and
this feeds the workers. By late summer the nest
might hold several thousand workers. As autumn
days shorten and the weather cools food becomes
difficult to find and the colony breaks down. The
Queen produces fertile eggs and drones for the next
generation. Remaining grubs are eaten, activity at the
nest ceases and the workers have to search
elsewhere for sustenance. It is then wasps become
the familiar household nuisance. It is then too that
you will find large numbers of wasps feeding on Ivy.

Cheddon and
West Monkton Film Club
Following discussions with the management at
Cheddon Memorial Hall, we had put together a plan
which could allow us to run a screening for our
season opening on 15th October with thirty socially
distanced supporters.
By reason of the recent increase in COVID new
infections, the government have now limited any
social indoor or outdoor meeting to 6 people, so
once again Film Club meetings have to be cancelled
until further notice. We are naturally disappointed
and trust that you will understand. When the time is
right, we will circulate an email to all supporters with
details of future meeting procedures and request

By November the wasp’s year is over and the
beautiful, intricate paper nests are all that remain.
Most wasp nests are not a problem and the insects
will rarely attack unless provoked. It is, however,
worth noting that a single wasp under attack near the
nest will produce a pheromone that summons
squadrons of assistants, not easily outrun! Unlike
bees, wasps do not die after stinging. The largest
member of the family is the magnificent Hornet now
increasing and spreading northwards. Despite its
fearsome appearance it is a docile insect, and
although it has a powerful sting, it rarely uses it.
Hornets usually nest in holes in trees but there are
exceptions. I heard of one nest built between the
curtain pelmet and wall of an occupied bedroom.
Access was via an open top window. All the
occupants of the house lived in harmony until the

Hornet

colony died out in autumn.
So although we may never learn to love wasps
perhaps we can at least understand them.
Brian Hill
that you reply indicating that you would, if required,
be willing to attend.
In the meantime, if you have appropriate technology,
there are plenty of on-line films and programmes for
you to view. There are the subscription services such
as Netflix, Amazon etc, and free access to U-Tube
and all the broadcast ‘catch-up’ services such as
iPlayer etc.
Stay healthy, and
hope to see you
soon.
Best wishes to all.
Chris Dalton
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West Monkton Evening Women’s Institute
Hi everyone
Sadly our lovely WI group has not been able to meet for obvious reasons, so to give members a
challenge during Lockdown I gave them the task of writing a poem entitled COVID 19 – these are two of the
amazing efforts from two members – hope you like them!
COVID 19 …
As I walk to work at the start of … LOCKDOWN .. COVID 19
Birdsongs, wildlife, dog walkers and a few cars to be seen in ... LOCKDOWN … COVID 19
Work place became different, colleagues sent home with shielding and told not to roam
2 metres apart we had to stay, doctors and nurses wearing PPE, gloves all to be seen, to keep us safe in
LOCKDOWN … COVID 19
More phone call appointments now .. video, text messaging is the regime, very few patients to be seen in
surgery in LOCKDOWN … COVID 19
Everyone clapping on the Thursday nights, for the front line workers and NHS staff, seeing the neighbours,
making sure all well or anything they need in LOCKDOWN …COVID 19
As restrictions are lifted out of lockdown, less birdsongs, more cars, queues of people do we see, 2 metre
ruling disappearing coming out of LOCKDOWN … COVID 19
Patients more demanding and need to be seen a change to the regime, stressful times we all know, oh what
has it taught us who knows? … COVID 19
Life in a way felt less pressured back in LOCKDOWN … COVID 19
But here we are still working and caring through LOCKDOWN … COVID 19
Coronavirus Consequences:
APRIL and MAY:
We sit inside and ponder, when will this problem end?
So we fill a little time a poem I will pen
Stay calm and watch the leaves as they open green and new
Stay happy and embrace the love of friends and family true!
JULY:
The measures they are lifting, but still it seems so slow
The places we can visit do we really want to go?
The facts still seem so jumbled, do we all know what to do?
The experts are still learning, this virus is so new
Our social life is starting to take on a new phase
But do we really want to mix in this new trial age?
We would love to hug our loved ones but being the cautious sort
We are trying to maintain the rules and give it lots of thought.
AUGUST:
We had the family staying but we have stuck tight to the rules
The bathrooms have been scrubbed to death, the bedrooms kept so cool
I have never washed myself so much, our clothes and bedding too
The kids have really been the best to protect both me and you
So, as I started out to say ‘when will these strange times end?’
No-one really knows the truth, we cannot see round
that bend
We still need to be patient, the answers are quite few
So really, lets embrace the love of FRIENDS AND
FAMILY TRUE.
Keep safe everyone and, hopefully, 2021 will look a
whole lot better.
Shirley (Hector)
Monkton Evening WI

Copy deadline for January - February 2021 is 1st December 2020
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Open Up, Open Up, Open Up!
Open-Up is a brand new series of outdoor artworks
commissioned by Hestercombe Gallery in response
to the Covid-19 pandemic.
This new outdoor exhibition features eight artists who
all know Hestercombe extremely well. The works, on
display across all three of the period gardens at
Hestercombe, range from copper plant tags, pigeon
rings and galvanised nails, to bold stacked colours,
giant bunting and orchard ladders. Trying to find all
the exhibits around the gardens is like a very
enjoyable treasure hunt!
The artwork arrived at different times during August
and the beginning of September and features,
amongst others, Richard Long, Sarah Bennett,
Megan Calver with Gabrielle Hoad, Jon England, Jo
Lathwood, Philippa Lawrence and Lucy Soni.
The first to be launched was Jackdaw Line in the
Georgian Landscape Garden. This is a new stone
work by internationally renowned artist Richard Long.
‘Open Up’ was originally programmed as part of
Hestercombe’s Bampfylde300 year of celebrations
but was delayed due to Covid-19. The closure of the
indoor exhibitions from the beginning of March
created a reaction that reimagined the way that
artworks are presented in a way that is made safe
and accessible for visitors. At a time when most UK
galleries remain closed it seemed fitting to follow
Jackdaw Line with further outdoor works that not only
respond to the gardens, but reflect on the
unprecedented times faced by a global society, with
a virus at its root.
Richard Long made ‘Jackdaw Line’ using local Morte
Slate from the Hestercombe quarry. He describes his
work in general as a ‘love and celebration of the
natural world’; of this new sculpture he says ‘I’m an
opportunist, I was invited to make a work, not far
from my home, in these beautiful gardens with a
fantastic supply of stones, and the help of gardeners
who turned their skilled hands to manning
wheelbarrows.’ The meandering sculpture is a
reminder for the artist of River of Stones, a work
made at the eighteenth century Madhavendra Palace
in Jaipur in 2018.

Jackdaw Line

Philippa Lawrence used forestry tree-marker spray
paints on a log stack, near the site of the Turkish
tent, to create ‘Stack, 2020’
The work draws attention to activities, language and
devices used in land management. Philippa
Lawrence makes works that ask us to perceive
things we may have overlooked or not considered,
tracing humankind’s activity in managing an estate
and nature.
As you can see on the front cover ‘Stack, 2020’ is not
something to be overlooked!
Next to the WWII barrack building in Rook Wood you
can find ‘The Last Nail – Lancaster Cockpit’ by Jon
England.
If each of the 18,000 nails in this work – symbols of
human endeavour as well as crucifixion - were to
represent a life lost, they would stand for less than a
third of the 57,205 fatalities suffered by RAF Bomber
Command during World War Two.
Leutnant Friedrich Kerkoff was pilot of a German
Junkers JU88 that fell to earth close to Hestercombe
on the night of 27th March 1944.
‘The Last Nail - Lancaster Cockpit’ was created in the
course of a long-term investigation of the experience
of Prisoners of War.

The Last Nail

There are many
more interesting
and challenging
artworks to find
as you wander
around the
beautiful gardens
of Hestercombe.
Don’t forget that
at the moment
tickets need to be
booked before
you visit the
gardens. Check
the Hestercombe
website to book
and to check
opening times.
‘Graft ladder’ by Jo Lathwood
Construction timber and apple wood
veneer in the apple orchard.
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Community help and information sharing
Although eased lockdown restrictions are still in
place, the established local help groups continue to
be available should you need any help or support.
There is the Monkton Heathfield Community
Facebook page, Aginhills Facebook page; and in our
neighbouring parish of Cheddon Fitzpaine, similar
pages have developed for Nerrols, Waterleaze and
Northwalls.
The West Monkton Parish Council Facebook page
continues, and Parish news is posted there, and on
the website (www.westmonkton.net).
Parish Council Meetings and Parish Surgery
The Parish Council is continuing to meet virtually
through the Pandemic. Members of the public can
still join the meetings and information about how to
do so is included at the top of each meeting agenda
which are posted on the website and noticeboards.
Monthly Parish Surgery meetings have also now
restarted virtually. Parish Surgery takes place on the
second Thursday of the month via Zoom, you can
join Parish Surgery each month by using this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83918703862
It is anticipated that the Parish Council will return to
meeting face to face in the future when it is safe to
do so, in the meantime check the agendas when they
are posted on the website or noticeboards to see
how / where the meeting will be held.
If you aren’t sure of the calendar of meetings, please
check with the Clerk (clerk@westmonkton.net) or
Assistant Clerk (assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net).
Neighbourhood Plan Review
The NP (Neighbourhood Plan) area covers the
Parishes of West Monkton and Cheddon Fitzpaine
excluding a very small area off Staplegrove Road
which is part of the Employment Land of the
Staplegrove Urban Extension.
The West Monkton and Cheddon Fitzpaine
Neighbourhood Plan was approved as a document in
2018; to maintain its integrity and weight for Planning
purposes it was agreed to carry out a review and
submit it for formal approval by the Local Authority in
2020.
A questionnaire was sent out at the end of 2019 to
seek to narrow down what was important to the
residents of the NP area, and the responses have
been collated and the NP policies adapted and
added to in draft form.
Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic it has
been impossible to carry out the necessary public
consultation, and so alternative methods of
consultation are being developed to allow the
proposed changes to be perused, commented on,

independently inspected, and put to a referendum if
required. Part of the Covid-19 legislation states that
no referenda can be held until 6th May 2021.
The Neighbourhood Plan review group is hoping there
may be some public consultation in Spring 2021 and
possibly a referendum beyond the middle of 2021.
However, this of course is subject to the lifting of the
current restrictions on public gatherings imposed by
the virus.
Meanwhile, informal consultations have been held
with statutory bodies, and their initial views have been
included in the proposed amended Policies. The
proposed amended policies are available to view on
the Parish Council website:
https://westmonkton.net/parishcouncil/neighbourhood-plan/
If you, or someone you know is not online at home, or
lives in an area with bad internet connection, and
would like an opportunity to comment on the draft
revised policies (nothing else is changing in the
Neighbourhood Plan), please contact Tricia Cavill, the
assistant clerk on 01823 413524 to provide contact
information. The contact information will not be
shared or published and will be held only for the
duration of the consultation period of the NP review.
If you are on line at home, and would like an
opportunity to be consulted on the NP proposed
revisions please add your name to the NP mailing list
kept by the Parish Council. Send your name and
email address to assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net.
Sending this information to the assistant clerk will be
taken as consent for GDPR purposes.
The results of the questionnaire in 2019 also gave rise
to three projects:
· an Illustrated Map to show all the play and
recreation areas with their facilities;
· interpretation and name boards for all play and
recreations areas; and
· a survey of benches and seating in the NP area to
ensure that walks can be enjoyed in the
knowledge that there is somewhere to sit for a
while along the way. Particularly, if you have a
favourite seat/bench, please let us know, with a
report on its condition. If you could send in a
photo as well, that would be of great assistance.
The bench survey will allow both Parishes to
assess the need for a programme of refurbishment
and budget accordingly.
It is hoped that the map may be delivered to all 3365
domestic addresses in the Neighbourhood Plan area
(the parishes of Cheddon Fitzpaine and West
Monkton).
If you would like to help with any of these projects
please contact Tricia Cavill, Assistant Clerk 01823
413 524, assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net.
Community Speedwatch
The Parish Council has received some enquiries from
local residents about establishing a Community
Speedwatch scheme in the Parish. The Parish
Council has contacted Avon and Somerset Police to
request information about the Speedwatch Scheme.
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In order for the Speedwatch Scheme to be put in
place in the Parish, volunteers are needed. Each
Scheme can initially include a maximum of two
locations. If you would like to volunteer to take part in
the Scheme, please contact the Clerk
(clerk@westmonkton.net) to confirm your interest
and the proposed location that you would like
included in the Scheme. The Clerk will then liaise
with you and the local PCSO about establishing a
scheme or schemes in the Parish. Please email the
Clerk by 14th November.
Footpath use
Our Parish is encapsulated with beautiful countryside
and nature, many of us enjoy walks to experience
and appreciate the surroundings within which we
live. In doing so, we use Public Rights of Way, which
weave through our Parish. Public Rights of Way
provide a footpath through privately owned land that
often houses livestock and that is normally accessed
by a gate or stile.
In recent weeks there has been incidences of gates
being left ajar after they are opened by those using
the footpaths, this has resulted in livestock escaping
from the field often on to public roads. There have
also been incidences of walkers wandering off of the
designated footpath for example walking around a
field rather than across it on the footpath.
The Parish Council very much encourages
parishioners to continue to use the Public Rights of
Way available in the Parish and enjoy our
surroundings but requests that whilst doing so
attention is paid to ensure that gates are closed and
secured after access has been made and that the
footpaths are observed as much as possible. For
those walking dogs, please ensure that you deposit
dog poo bags in the dog bins positioned around the
Parish.
Further information about Public Rights of Way is
available on the Somerset County Council website:
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/waste-planning-andland/public-rights-of-way/
If you have any queries, please contact the Clerk
(clerk@westmonkton.net).
Dogs
Dog fouling
This unpleasant nuisance refuses to go away:
PLEASE collect and take away the mess your dog
leaves behind. Current advice from Somerset West
and Taunton Council is that if you cannot find a dog
bin please put the doggie bags into any public bin.
The road alongside the canal at Swingbridge is
particularly blighted.
Obviously, it becomes particularly unpleasant if piles
of doggie bags start to accumulate around a bin – or
worse around some other object like an electricity
box on the side of the road. If you see a doggie bag
on the ground, don’t add yours to it, please consider
others and dispose of the bag considerately, and
report overflowing bins to Somerset West and
Taunton Council using the interactive page on the
website.

The dog bins and their twice weekly emptying service
are paid for by West Monkton Parish Council, so
please let us know if you see that a dog bin is not
being emptied regularly.
Dogs on leads
People are continuing to allow their dogs off the lead
in Farriers Green Park. Please note – the Park is
open to all BUT you are required to keep your dog on
a lead. Fines can be levied on dog owners who do
not comply. Please report non-compliance on 101, or
send an email preferably with a photo to
iau@avonandsomerset.police.uk
Country Park – Tree planting
Volunteers are needed for the next tranche of tree
planting in the Country Park, there are another 1000
trees to be planted. The trees are native British
species, grown in Wellington. Planting is likely to start
in November. Please contact the Clerk at Cheddon
Fitzpaine,
Jo Pearson on cheddon@live.co.uk or
Cllr Alan Hall alanhall@westmonkton.net
Grit bins
There are a number of grit bins in the Parish
containing grit for use by residents in the event of ice
on the roads. You can make a scoop out of a cut
down plastic bottle to keep in your vehicle. Please
spread the grit thinly, you don’t need to coat the road!
The grit is mixed with a compound that causes the ice
to melt. The compound sinks into the tarmac and will
be effective for quite a while before needing to be
topped up.
Bins are at: Church Hill, Coombe Hill, New Cross,
Monkton Inn, Sidbrook, Sidbrook Orchards, Farriers
Green, Milton Hill, Dyers Lane, Bathpool.
If you see that a grit bin needs refilling please contact
assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net or phone 01823
413524.
Overhanging hedges
Please report overhanging hedges to SCC Highways.
The SCC website is very user friendly
www.somerset.gov.uk
Precept
A Working Party of the Parish Council will be meeting
at the very end of October to set the Parish Council
budget for next year. This will determine the size of
WMPC precept which is provided by Somerset West
and Taunton Council. You can see the Parish
Council’s proportion on your council tax bill.
Do you have any projects or ideas that you would like
the Parish Council to deliver next year? The Country
Park is expected to be a significant item in the budget
for the years ahead. If you have an idea, or a view on
the Country Park please let either Clerk, or any
Councillor know as soon as possible so it can be
considered by the Budget and Precept Working Party.
The precept request is sent into SW&T Council at the
end of December/beginning of January 2021.
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Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish meeting is usually held in March
every year. The APM scheduled for March 2020 was
cancelled owing to Covid-19 lockdown precautions: it
was to have been a workshop on climate change. It is
likely that restrictions will not allow the APM in March
2021 to take place either. Do you have any ideas to
replace the Annual Parish Meeting? It is usually a
convivial occasion when residents come to enjoy a
glass of wine or soft drink, and healthy nibbles and
listen to a team of guest speakers who will speak on
local matters, and talk to each other. Do you have any
ideas for other community-based activities? Please, let
the Assistant Clerk or the Clerk or any Councillors
know.
Grants
There is still an opportunity to apply for grant funding
from the Parish Council for a scheme or a project,
which would benefit the community. The Parish
Council will consider applications that show benefit in
terms of health and well-being, or have social or
economic value to
the community.
Please go to the
grants policy on the
website for more
information or
contact the assistant
clerk or the Clerk.

News from
West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE
We have made the hall as Covid secure as
possible. Our local Community Council for
Somerset has been guiding us on the steps
required to allow us to open. Numbers allowed to
meet in each room have had to be significantly
reduced. Hirers are required to sanitise door
handles, tables, chairs, etc that they will be using.
The hall is then thoroughly cleaned by our regular
cleaner before hirers are due in the next day.
It has been quite an undertaking to put all the new
rules and regulations in place but we are a
community building and felt that it was our duty to
do as much as possible to open our facilities.
Sadly it was felt that all our future hall fundraising
events should be postponed for the time being.
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Gardening Corner

stop you turning your lawn into a muddy mess in the
winter.
Many people lost terracotta pots over the last few years
due to the wet weather. The porous fired clay soaks up
all the rain and then the moment a frost comes can
cause catastrophic damage. If you have terracotta pots,
make sure they are raised off the ground for drainage.
You can buy specialised ‘pot feet’ but I’ve always
managed with bits of broken roofing slate or flattish
pebbles. Consider bringing them under cover if they are
movable or at least against a wall to shelter them from
the rain and cold.
Bring in anything that looks like it prefers a dry climate.
Succulent plants such as Aeonium, sunny garden
stalwarts such as Pelargoniums and borderline hardy
citrus trees all hate getting wet and cold. Also think
about protecting anything that the molluscs like to
munch, as this rain, whilst the soil is still warm, will be
heaven for slugs.
One thing that will make the biggest difference to your
winter enjoyment of your garden is your ability to get out
in it, even if it is raining. As the saying goes, ‘there is no
such thing as bad weather, just bad clothes’. Invest in a
good waterproof jacket and waterproof boots and you’ll
be able to shrug off most of whatever the winter throws
at us.
Tom Nielsen
www.biocentric.org.uk Instagram: @tombiocentric

And with the seeming flick of a switch, the rains have
returned and we are plunged into the depths of autumn.
In the last few years, I feel that the seasons have
become very different to what I remember growing up.
There is a generally mild winter with intense rainy spells
and a generally dry summer with long periods without
rain at all. The change between these two patterns has
been almost shocking in it’s suddenness. I’m hoping we
don’t have a repeat of last year’s winter where the rain
made life extremely difficult for those of us who work
outdoors. With that in mind, here are some ideas for
planning for wet weather.
When it is raining hard, or just after it stops, go out in
your garden and look at the ground. You will see right
away where water is pooling. If these areas are where
plants are growing, think about what you can do to
improve the drainage, whether they just need the soil
loosening with a fork to relieve compaction or addition of
organic matter to allow worms to loosen the soil for you.
If you have trouble with water pooling on vegetable beds,
consider making raised beds, either with wooden sides
or by mounding topsoil and compost to make the
planting surface higher than the ground around it.
Paths can make a big difference in the rain. A few well
placed stepping stones or slabs to guide footsteps can

The Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdown
resulted in Agents changing their approach to be ‘whole
population’ focused, this was important for families as if
Caring for others is very rewarding, but can be
challenging, overwhelming and lonely at times. Caring for now meant there was one point of contact within the
CCS team and no need to repeat themselves to explain
another person could range from providing a lift to the
their situation.
hospital, cooking hot dinners or giving a helping hand
round the house on a regular basis, to the more complex The model worked brilliantly, and as a result CCS Agents
have supported over 7,000 Carers since the end of
of being that person’s sole means of physical support
March 2020, clearly demonstrating that the One Family moving around the home, aiding a person to be fed,
bathed and administering medication – as well as many One Agent approach was working to reach more unpaid
levels in between. Many people might not recognise that Carers than ever.
they are a Carer to another person, as they provide care CCS is delighted to announce that from September, all
out of kindness or love: In Somerset alone it is estimated Carers Agents will become Village Agents and all
existing Village and Community Agents are ready to
there are over 60,000 unpaid Carers
support unpaid Carers in Somerset.
Somerset Carers (provided by the Community Council
Keeley Rudd, CEO of CCS said “We are very excited
for Somerset - CCS) is a free service with a dedicated
team of seven Carers Agents, designed to support those that we have simplified our offer for Somerset residents.
people caring for their partners, children, parents, family By ensuring that all Agents are available to support
families including Carers we know that many more
or friends. The Carers Agents’ remit is to support the
people will be able to be helped and supported in their
unpaid Carer with anything from emotional care, to
finding the right support group or financial benefits and vital role as a Carer. This will also benefit the wider
much more. As well as Carers Agents, CCS has a team family with all their needs – from fuel and food poverty, to
finding solutions to reducing loneliness and isolation,
of 55 Village Agents. CCS Village Agents have been
reduce referral times between team members, providing
working in communities across Somerset since 2012.
They help to bridge the gap between isolated, excluded, solutions much more quickly for the whole family if
needed.”
vulnerable and lonely individuals and statutory and/or
voluntary organisations which offer specific solutions to Raj Singh, deputy CEO continued “Somerset Carers is
identified needs, helping often where others won’t, don’t still very much here, dedicated to carers with the Carers
freephone advice line 0800 31 68 600, Carers website,
or can’t.
Many times a Village or Carers Agent has been asked to www.somersetcarers.org live chat on the website,
newsletters and booklets specific to Carers in Somerset.
help with one issue, such as not being able to afford
transport to a Doctor’s appointment, but recognised there This change simply means we have increased our
was a deeper need for support in other areas, and would capacity to care for the Carers.”
refer the family to another Agent team member for their People can contact their local CCS Village Agent by
calling 0800 31 68 600 / 01823 331222 or visiting
specialism.
https://somersetcarers.org/who-can-help-you/

More support for Carers in Somerset!

-
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Bathpool Chapel
What an eventful year this
has been as I am sure you
will all agree!
It began will flooding on the
Levels which though an
occupational hazard for those who live there,
provided a wonderful opportunity for bird life and
photographers alike.
Who would have
thought that such a
disaster could
befall us, being
told to stay in our
home to go out
only where
necessary,
wearing masks of
many colours and
keeping a ‘safe distance’ from others, trying to smile
with our eyes and hear what each other is saying.
Then as the roads were emptied we gradually
realised we could hear the birdsong and insects more
loudly than ever before, and how fresh and glorious
the spring and summer leaves and flowers looked.
The earth could breathe and renew itself and we had
time to sit and enjoy the beauty…..
The animals became accustomed to having the paths
to themselves and were reluctant to give back the
right of way humans took for granted……
As the Lockdown restrictions eased a little, we were
able to make good use of our college – free teens
and have the great, dividing dark wooden door
painted at last. What a difference this has made to
the light in the Chapel sanctuary!
We also used the time to clear out all the
unnecessary items that were no longer needed from
cupboards and storage areas and assessed the need
for repairs to the flooring, windows, kitchen, and
cupboards and so on. We are aiming to begin a fund
raiser to help us to finance the work needed to
maintain our precious Chapel and welcome any ideas
in keeping with ethos of a place of worship.

At Bathpool Chapel, our pastoral ministry has not
stopped. We have been busy helping people to
attend hospital to visit loved ones and also to receive
treatment. We have prepared meals and spent
wonderful time in fellowship, taking care to socially
distance at all times outside of our bubble.
Maintaining contact through phone calls and Zoom
has been invaluable at a time when many felt
During September, we had a most beautiful
Community garden with roses, grapes maturing on
the vine, damson plums showing off their fruit and
when it was time to gather in the harvest we were
blessed to know a willing
lady who makes delicious
jams and chutneys. If
anyone is interested in
buying some whilst stocks
last, please call us – they
are begging to be eaten!

isolated and forgotten and the need for spiritual food
was and is still being met by prayer meetings and
bible studies.
Two Bible studies running at the moment via Zoom
are:
Freedom in Christ Wednesday evening 7:30 – 9 pm
The Book of Genesis Thursday evening 7:30 – 9 pm
(Please feel free to join us if you would like to.)
These Studies are excellent and beneficial for all who
want to know more about who they are in Christ and
the study of Genesis enlightens us as to why we fell
from Grace. But praise God, we are saved again by
the Grace of Jesus Christ who became an atonement
for us all.
We are also committed to reaching people in the
Community who are lonely, in need of friendly
conversation, sharing a tea or coffee, or help with
shopping. At the time of print, we do not know what
the coming months will hold for us but we are
reassured that the Light of the World came down to
earth to bring hope to all who are living in darkness.
We know it as Christmas, a special time of loving,
sharing and celebration and we will be thinking of you
all at this time and praying you every blessing that
Our Lord desires to bless you with.
HAGGAI: 2 v 5 – 9. …And my Spirit remains among
you. Do not fear.
This is what the Lord Almighty says: The silver is
mine and the gold is mine, declares the Lord
Almighty The glory of this present house will be
greater than the glory of the former house, and in this
place I will grant peace.
Pastor Naomi Gull, Taunton Church of the Nazarene
01823710453 07882764153
naomigull75@gmail.com/bathpoolchapel@outlook.com

We also embarked on an outreach mission to deliver an
“Invitation” to our neighbours all around us to come and
join the Sunday afternoon service with us in our Chapel
or on Zoom. We have set up the Chapel to maintain
social distancing because we share a small space.
Our Sunday Service on Zoom is 3 – 4.30 pm.
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FREE ITEMS/ITEMS FOR SALE/WANTED
Items up to £100 in value are included. We do
not make any charge for this service and take
no responsibility for the quality or safety of
the items advertised.
If you would like to include something in this
section please contact Lorna Walters on
01823 412017 or lc.walters33@btinternet.com
· Nothing will be available until after the
lockdown.

National Blood Donor Service
TRAVEL TO BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS IS
REGARDED AS ESSENTIAL TRAVEL.

Centres have put in place extra safety measures
Sessions will be held at:
St James Church
3rd November
1st December
Taunton Catholic Centre
29th December
12th January
Monkton Heathfield Village Hall 11th January
Priorswood Taunton Academy 21st December

Thank You
Thank you to all our advertisers,
you keep our magazine
going and we
hope you get lots of business
from our readers.

Taunton Cricket Club 7th December
14th December
For further details ring 0845 7711711
or go online at www.blood.co.uk

To get a pdf copy of the Village News emailed to you, please email

thelocalvillagenews@live.co.uk
Assembling the Poppy Project
See Page 28
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Neil
Robertson
Plumbing & Heating
Ltd
Plumbing - Heating Renewables
We cover all issues. Big or Small
From a Boiler Service to Full installation

Energy & Cost Efficient Living

over 30 years in business
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm
T: 01823 413999
Emergency mobile: 07050263606
e: info@neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk
www.neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk

07486388422
stephanieberner.music@gmail.com

A.G. PURCHASE

PIANO TUITION
Stephanie Berner
Bmus(Hons), DipLCM
Soprano - Professional singer
Singing, theory and piano teacher

Dodhill Green,
Nailsbourne
Taunton TA1 8AD
Tel:01823 451342

Tailor made, one-toone, at home support.
96% of clients
recommend us.
Home Instead
Senior Care take
great pride in
being there to help
people stay in the
comfort of their
own home.

·

Mortgages

·

Equity Release

·

Protection

·

Buildings Insurance

·

Commercial Lending

·

Business Protection

James
Gray

ALCM, LLCM, FLCM

ESTATE AGENTS

Your Local Estate Agents
Home Field View North,
Prockters Farm, West Monkton,
Taunton, Somerset TA2 8QN
01823 426090
sales@jamesgrayestateagents.com
jamesgrayestateagents.com

Tincknell Fuels Ltd
Your Local Fuel & Heating
Specialists

Our award winning service includes:

· Companionship
· Light
Housekeeping
· Local
Transportation
· Meal Preparation
· Personal Care

· Medication
Reminders
· Respite
Services
· Specialist
Dementia Care
· Trips Out

Heating Oil Deliveries
Tank Maintenance
Gas & Oil Boiler Servicing

ü Gas & Oil Boiler Breakdowns

Priors Way, Monkton Heathfield, Taunton

Tel: 01823 413113
A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED AGAINST YOUR
HOME. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU
DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
OR ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT

Please call - 01823 211121 to discuss how
we can help.
www.homeinstead.co.uk/tauntonwestsomerset
Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise is
independently owned and operated.

01749 683911
www.tincknells.com
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HILARY NORMAN
Foothealth Practitioner RFHP
GENERAL FOOT CARE
Nail Cutting & filing, Corn & Callus removal,
In-growing toenails, fungal infections and
general advice on the care of your feet.
Treatment in the comfort of
your own home
01823 490280
07969 448793
hilary.norman@btinternet.com

BEN GRAY

CARPENTRY
Fully Qualified Carpenter
For All Your Carpentry Needs
T: 07540328951
E: benfgray@gmail.com

For an appointment
call
01823 351122

Taunton Solicitors
Legal Services and Advice
BUYING AND
SELLING PROPERTY
FAMILY LAW & DIVORCE

SHARED OWNERSHIP HELP
TO BUY
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

LASTING POWERS
OF ATTORNEY

WILLS
PROBATE & TRUSTS

Visit our website for discounts and costs
www.tauntonsolicitors.com
2 Tangier Central Taunton TA1 4AP
e-mail: info@tauntonsolicitors.com

Oven Cleaning Services
All types of ovens professionally cleaned.
Household friendly process throughout.
Are You Looking for a Keep Fit Class?
Come along, socialise, make new friends and have
fun keeping fit!
West Monkton Village Hall Wednesdays 6pm to 7pm.
£6.00 (Term time only)
Aerobic based exercise for all abilities
and levels of fitness.
Come and have fun getting fit.
For more details contact:
Heather on 07561498365 fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather

Have your cooker restored to like new condition.
Including Ranges, AGAs, Extractors, Microwaves, Hobs

Call Orlando Jackson for more information
Est: 2010
Find us on Facebook
Oven Cleaning Services Langport

01458252551
07519118856
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Covering the whole of Somerset & Devon

Our Services include:
- TV Aerial installation
- Sky installation
- Extra TV points
- Freesat installation
- BT TV
- Digital TV set up
- Aerial Repairs

01823 325930

www.toneaerials.co.uk

aerialcaresouthwest@gmail.com

DISTINCTIVE MEMORIALS
BY
MANNING & KNIGHT
Also added inscriptions and maintenance
work on
existing memorials
32 Kingston Road
TAUNTON 275755
www.manningandknight.com
LES MARSH CARPETS
Carpet – Karndean- Vinyl Experts
Your local, family run flooring specialists
with over 40 years of trading and
experience, offering the very best in
customer service.
Our helpful showroom team will be able
THE COMPLETE
to guide and support you through our vast
SERVICE
01823 335952
range of options and products.
From advice, through to measuring,
supplying, and expertly fitted, our aim is to provide you with
the best service.
Visit our showroom to view our extensive range of options.
Samples available to take away.
Cook Way, Bindon Road, Taunton, TA2 6BJ
Open Monday- Friday 9am- 5pm, Saturday 9am- 2pm
01823 335952 or email lesmarshcarpets@btconnect.com

Household Cleaning Undertaken
20 years experience
Caring person who is willing to do all household
tasks. Will also help with shopping, collecting
prescriptions, accompanying to appointments
etc.
References can be
supplied.
Reasonable charges.
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Alex Holley
Flooring
For all your flooring
requirements

Your local specialist
for:
Carpet, Vinyl,
Kardean,
Wood and Safety
Flooring

SOM
E

TEAM

Tel: 07734860724
Pilates and Totter Strength
and Balance Class
Keeping you Steady on
your feet.
Brittons Ash Community Hall
TA2 7FT
For bookings and
enquires contact:
Dianne
Mobile:
07850473428
Email:
funfit.dianne@btinternet.com

Mobile Foot Care
Professional foot treatment & advice
in your own home

Ingrowing Toenails
General Foot Care
Cracked Heels
Nail Trimming
Callouses
Corns
Phone:
079699 12080
Email:
rachaelsalter1234@gmail.com

DÉCOR 8 with Atlas

Somerset’s Largest Independent
Stairlift & Mobility Aid Supplier

Home & Property
Maintenance
For all your painting,
decorating, carpentry
& maintenance
requirements

Frobisher Way - Taunton TA2 6BB

Contact Bob on

Mobility Shop open Monday to Fri day
9am - 5pm
and Saturday between 9am - 1pm

01823 413510
or
07790 812327

T: Taunton 01823 288196
E: info@somersetstairlifts.co.uk
W: www.somersetstairlifts.co.uk
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The Monkton Inn

Nails & Beauty

Thank you for your support
during Covid 19
Come and try our new menu and
enjoy your meal in our beautiful
garden.
All tables socially distanced.
Kids play area.
Tel: 01823 412414
email:
peterval2009@hotmail.com

Bio Sculpture Gel Nails
Manicures
Pedicures
Waxing
Facials
Massage
Eyelash & Eyebrow
Treatments
St Tropez Tanning
Lisa Griffin
Yallands Hill, Monkton Heathfield

Mobile: 07977185840
Email: lisajayne_g@yahoo.co.uk
www.pampernailsandbeauty.co.uk

DT GAS
Heating & Plumbing

70 Station Road
Taunton TA1 1NX

Traditional Men’s Wear
Large size specialist 60 chest & waist

Tel: 01823 333332
Mob: 07811166829
email: dave@daveterrell.co.uk
NSC ACCOUNTANCY
& TAXATION SERVICES
Over 29 years experience
within large, local accountancy firms

I offer local, friendly, personal help
with:
· Initial set-ups, Vat registration etc
· Bookkeeping & Vat Returns
· Making Tax Digital (MTD)
· Sole Trader & Partnership
Accounts
· Limited Company Account
· Property Letting Accounts
· Tax Returns
· Corporation Tax Returns
PAYE, CIS and more ......
Give Nicky a call on 07557092087
or email
nicky@nscaccounting.co.uk

Tel/Fax: 01823 333169
E-mail: post@gurds.co.uk
www.gurds.co.uk
TONE VETERINARY
CENTRE

RIVERSIDE BUTCHERS
“Meat to please you,
Pleased to meat you”
Suppliers of high quality
local produce
Local Beef, Pork, Lamb,
Veal, Poultry and Game
Award Winning Homemade
Sausages, Pies, Faggots,
Bacon and Black Pudding
Home Cooked Meats
Free delivery
when you spend £30 or more
Supplying to the public and catering
trade

Tel: 01823 289097
Riverside Place, St James Street, Taunton

www.riversidebutchers.co.uk

· A Healthy Pet Club Loyalty
Scheme that spreads the cost of
your pets routine healthy care
· Exclusive MiPet food range and
Royal Canin Range of pet foods
· Exclusive MiPet Cover pet
insurance
· Free weight clinics with our
practice nurse
· Easy access and ample free
parking
Look on our website at
www.tonevets.co.uk for information
and matters relating to the health of
your pet and
www.facebook.com/tonevets for
practice updates
Surgeries at: Lisieux Way,
Blackbrook 01823 333909
Morse Road, Norton Fitzwarren
01823 340660
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A. STEWART
Plumbing & Heating
·
·
·
·
·
·

·

Residential Park Homes &
Caravans
Cookers/Fires/Water
Heaters/Space Heaters
Vented/Unvented Water Systems
Energy Efficiency Qualified
Technician
General Plumbing & Heating
Maintenance
· Call Outs and & Emergencies
Welcome

·
Natural Gas & LPG
Oil Installations & Servicing
·
Boiler Installations &
Servicing
Central Heating Systems ·
·
Power Flushing
Bath Rooms/Shower
·
Rooms
Cloakrooms/Kitchens

Call Ashley on: 07590729084 / 01823 412263
Email: info@astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk
www.astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk

LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL LAWNS
Garden Landscaping
Patios/Stone Walling/Decking/Pergolas
Commercial & Residential
· Laylawn Artificial Grass Licensees for the
South West
Contact: 01823 252023
www.englishgardenco.co.uk
www.lazylawntaunton.co.uk

Wastewater Maintenance Engineers
Covering all of the South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?
Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting, Tank Emptying,
Rainwater Harvesting System.
Service and Repairs, Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank
Inspection.
All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer.

FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!
M: 07749 118 500 | E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk |
W: www.alphawastewater.co uk

Copy deadline for January - February 2021 is 1st December 2020

Page 23

Ben Maughan
Garden Services

DARREN GRAY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

· All aspects of soft landscaping
· Hedge laying
(NHLS accredited)
· Specialise in larger estates
· Kitchen gardens
· Border design/maintenance
· Hedge trimming/Strimming
· Chainsaw work
(NPTC certificate)
· Irrigation systems
· Turfing

ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC
WORKS TO 18th EDITION
REGULATIONS

FOR ALL YOUR
ELECTRICAL
NEEDS
MOBILE: 07764996937

Fully insured
07969638855/01823618096
bcmaughan@gmail.com
www.benmaughan.co.uk

Messrs. E White & Son
(Taunton) Ltd.

DAVE BAKER
For all your
GARDEN REQUIREMENTS

*Fencing
*Hedge Cutting
*Drives *Walls *Paths
*Patios
Competitive Rates
Free estimates
Tel: 01278 662238
Mob: 07796658721
davebakerlandscapingservices.co.uk.

MOT
WHILE YOU WAIT
CROFT GARAGE LTD

Monkton Heathfield
01823 412393

138/139 East Reach, Taunton
Tel: Taunton 272183
(Day & Night Assistance)

Repairs & Servicing
Free Collection & Delivery

Family Funeral Directors
for Three Generations

Outdoor YOGA Classes
in Monkton Heathfield

A very friendly group of
like-minded people practising
yoga outdoors.
Indoors for the winter.
Tuesday 6pm Thursday 9:30am
£5
You DON'T have to be flexible to
start yoga.
Bring a mat, water and a blanket.
Lena on 07402729410
or 01823618096
elena.maughan@gmail.com

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Care At Home

Fireplace Showroom
Chimneys Relined & New Build
HETAS registered Installers

Tel: 01460 74612
Fireplace Showroom,
Tail Mill Lane,
Merriott TA16 5PF

www.wicksheating.co.uk

Registered Qualified Micro Provider
DBS Checked and Fully Insured
Offering Help and Support
In Your Home
Personal Care
Housework
Shopping, Trips Out, Appointments
The List is Endless...
Nothing Is Too Much Trouble
For a friendly chat, I'd love to help
call Rachael on
01823 451187 or 07969944520

A huge thank you to all our advertisers
in this difficult time.
World
DayNews
at West
Monkton
Primary
Please support local businesses and please mention
theBook
Village
when
you contact
them.
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Flower beds are like sheds and greenhouses
- Never Big Enough!
Have you ever been scared to start a project in the
garden because of the enormity of it? It happens to
all of us, especially when deciding on the size of the
flower beds. I see so many gardens with skinny
flower beds and plants being made to behave
themselves in their small allocated areas. If like me
you love plants then maybe you'll understand when I
say that I think flower beds are like sheds and
greenhouses - never big enough! Plants need space
to interact, to tumble and flow and spread out.
But it takes a brave person to cut out half the lawn
on a chilly October morning with a vision of it being
filled with colour by June. I worried that I should have
done it in stages, a bit at a time, but two things stopped
me. One, I know that this would end in a terrible
design, and two, I only had three days off. I knew if I
were to dig up the lawn by hand that it would take me
all three days, so I hired a turf cutter, and once I had
that machine on hire - well I thought I had better do a
bigger bed to
make it
worthwhile!
Once the turf
was cut I added
some organic
matter. I am
lucky the soil in
my garden is
really good and
we had some
spare topsoil
from
another project.
The planting
was a complete
experiment.
Previous to moving I had always lived in rented
accommodation so most plants that I had were in pots,
and to be honest most looked desperate to get into the
soil. I had some perennials - Echinops, Helenium,
Gaura, Asters and these went straight in. As did my
Rosa 'Munstead Wood' and Rosa 'Mutabilis'. I thought
a little bit about heights of plants, colour combinations
and how they might intermingle - but not too much. My
main aim was to get them in the ground, watch what
happened, and learn from the plants. This was to be
the experimental year after all. Where there were gaps
I planted tulips for some spring colour, and then I
sowed plenty of seed. Too much in fact - I am one of
those that hasn't learnt and sows the whole packet! I
sowed a mix of perennials and annuals from poppys,
foxgloves, tree spinach, californian poppies, salvias,
cosmos, sprawling sweet peas and Ammi. I thought
that the perennials would be slower to flower and might
only bloom fully in the second year so that I would

need more annuals, but I was wrong. Most have
been fantastically floriferous in their first year.
And the bed has been
full - REALLY full actually too full! During
late summer I made the
most of the light
evenings to make some
notes. looking at what
needs moving, what
needs more space,
what would look better
partnered with that
plant over there. I am
saving seed for next
year and taking cuttings and making plans for
moving things around in the winter.
And here is what I have learnt in the first year:
1) the bed needs to be even bigger to cope with
my love of plants (My name is Claire
Greenslade. I have a problem. I am a plant
hoarder). It also needs to be bigger because
when we plant we all forget just how large
some plants actually get.
2) The birds and insect life in the garden has
doubled, which is a great argument for
removing more turf. In the long run I think any
turf we have will be planted. We have one area
planted with snowdrops, crocus and mini daffs
already.
3) and finally, and you may not believe me at
first but orange goes with EVERY colour
By Claire Greenslade - Plant Hoarder

And Finally ...
"Do not let the perfect be the enemy of the good"
Anon
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