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USEFUL NAMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS

The Reverend Geoff Boucher: - 412226
Churchwardens: Brian Hill - 443503
John Roynon - 01823 442997
P.C.C Secretary: Hazel Adams - 443027
P.C.C Treasurer: Chris Dalton - 412278
Captain of Bell ringers: Pearl Jeanes - 412804
Church Flower Organiser: Angela Dill - 412395
Mothers’ Union: Betty Stone - 01823 331723
Reverend Grace Applebee - 259580
Parish Council Clerk: Tricia Cavill - 413524
Parish Council Chairman: Hazel Ellis - 412485
West Monkton Primary School Head: Ian
Robinson - 412582
Heathfield Community School Head: Peter Hoare 412396
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 414141
Taunton Deane Community Transport: 01823
331266 Slinky Bus: 01823 331266 Mon-Fri. 9 am to
4 pm (24hrs notice).
Neighbourhood Beat Manager: PC 4250 Andy
Beake
Police Community Support Officers: 101 and ask
for PC277 Steve Linton or PCSO 8412 Claire Escott
Village Hall :
Telephone, incoming calls only - 01823 412068
Booking Officer: Mrs Lyn Batt Tel: 01823 412089
Chairman: Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Vice Chairman: Iris Pigott 01823 413552
Useful E-Mail addresses & websites
Community Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk
Parish Council Website: www.westmonkton.net
Litter Hotline: 01823 356356
Saturday Morning Music School Mike Riches
01823 412416 mikeriches@btinternet,com
Village News Editor: Please forward information
for the next edition to the Associate Editors,
Lorna Walters, Tel. 01823 412017
lc.walters@tiscali.co.uk,
Dawn Watts, Tel. 01823 412201
dawnwattsdk@yahoo.co.uk
Village News Treasurer Ken Jones
Distribution of the Village News is organised by
Margaret Lomax Tel. 01823 412218
Submissions to Village News may be made by e-mail or
by hard copy. Please ask for a receipt to your e-mail to
ensure that it arrives. Please only use black text so that
information may by copied easily into the Village News.
Items submitted will be subjected to editing if necessary.
The deadline for submissions for the May - June 2014
Village News is 1st April 2014.

Regular Bookings at the Village Hall
West Monkton Pre School: Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday 9:15 am to 3:00 pm and Tuesday and
Friday 9:15 am to 12:15 pm during term time
Writers Club: 7:30pm to 9:30pm Mondays and
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm Thursdays
Phoenix Camera Club: 7:00 to 10:00 pm Mondays
West Monkton Salsa Club: 7:00 to 10:30 pm
Mondays
Pilates: 9:30 to 10:00 am Tuesdays
Brownies: 6:00 to 7:30 pm Tuesdays
Monkton Players: 8:00 to 10:00 pm Tuesdays
Taunton Ladies Chorus: 7:15 to 9:15 pm
Tuesdays
Badminton: 2:00 to 3:00 pm and 8:00 to 10:00 pm
Tuesdays & 8:00 to 10:00 pm Wednesdays
Bizzy Boots Line Dancing: 7:00 to 9:45 pm
Wednesdays
National Childbirth Trust: 10:00 am to 12 noon
Wednesdays and 11:00 am to 1:00 pm Fridays
Beavers: 6:00 to 7:30 pm Wednesdays
Coffee Morning: 10:00 to 11:30 am Thursdays
Cubs: 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm Thursdays
Pilates: 9:30 am - 10:30 am Fridays
Monkton Evening WI: 7:30 pm on the fourth
Thursday of the month
South West Orchid Society: 2:00 to 5:00 pm once
a month on a Sunday

Singles Club
Next Meetings:
· March 11th - Visit to The Heritage Centre
Taunton. After lunch at the Cross Keys
April 8th - Local Pub Lunch
New members always welcome
Enquiries to Di Besley Tel: 01823 412857
A message from Di Besley re

Carol Singing
Thank you to all who sang, it was great to see so many
little children. We raised £250 for
Taunton Opportunity Group.
We look forward to singing again
and thank the generous people for
their money.

Collecting for T.O.G.
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School Crossing - Big news:

School Crossing Update
As you will remember, in the last edition of the Village
News Michelle Kelsey wrote a heartfelt appeal about
the Lollypop Person situation on the A3259. She and
her husband, Sean, have continued to make people
aware of the dangers of children crossing this road
on their way to and from school. So here is an
update on what has happened so far and how you
can help.
An on-line petition has been set up and has done
really well, there are 319 signatures so far, but lots
more are needed so, if you have not signed yet, this
is the link http://chn.ge/1j4645H
There has been publicity in the Somerset County
Gazette under the headline ‘Parents worried about
School Children Crossing busy Monkton Heathfield
Road’. You can read that at
http://www.somersetcountygazette.co.uk/news/taunto
n_news/10944626.Parents_worried_about_schoolchl
idren_crossing_busy_Monkton_Heathfield_road/?ref
=rss
They have also been mentioned on the BBC
Somerset website. Sean, Michelle and other
concerned parents were interviewed for BBC
Somerset Radio. This was a good piece and
Councillor David Fothergill stated that he had put
forward a proposal for a crossing at Monkton
Heathfield under the Small Improvement Schemes
programme. Details about that can be found here:
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/irj/public/council/initiative
s/initiative?rid=/wpccontent/Sites/SCC/Web%20Page
s/Council/Initiatives/Small%20Improvement%20Sche
mes
So, this is all good news and things are moving in the
right direction. Councillor Fothergill has stated that a
decision regarding the SIS proposal will be taken
’soon’ - then the proposal can go to planning and
consultation.
There is still a long way to go with this project and it
is important that as many people as possible sign the
petition and get
their friends,
families and work
colleagues to do
likewise. See the
link at the end of
paragraph 2.
Two hundred and
fifty leaflets have
been printed to
promote the online
petition and have
been posted
around the
villages.
If you need any
further information
or would like to
help please
contact:
seankelsey@btinternet.com

Somerset County Council has posted a response to
the petition.
Here is what it says:
‘Following discussions between County Councillor
David Fothergill, yourselves and other members of
the local community, Cllr Fothergill has requested
that this crossing scheme be submitted for funding
under the County Council’s Small Improvement
Schemes programme, substituting it for another
request already submitted.
We are currently awaiting sign off from senior
officers for this programme, which will take place on
14th February 2014, and, if approved for inclusion, a
feasibility report will be commissioned to establish
the most appropriate location and type of crossing.
At this stage, we are not in a position to provide an
accurate timescale for delivery of improved
pedestrian crossing facilities although we should be
able to provide an estimate once a feasibility report
is completed.
Prior to a controlled pedestrian crossing being
implemented, the preference would be that a new
School Crossing
Patrol is recruited,
however, if this is
not achieved other
measures may be
investigated for
the shorter term.’

The Russians are Coming!
When? Tuesday 13th May, 7:00 p.m.
Where? St. Augustine’s Church
Who? The Hermitage Ensemble

The Hermitage Ensemble

A male voice
ensemble selected
from amongst the
finest soloists in St.
Petersburg singing
traditional hymns of
the Russian
Orthodox Church as
well as Russian folk
songs. Experience
an extraordinary
blend of voices
underpinned by the
unique Basso
Profundo sound.

Reserve your tickets now with
Music on the Quantocks
by email at quantocks@live.co.uk
or by phone on 01823 451162
Uninterrupted view £15
Aisle, restricted view £12
Aisle, no view £10

Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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Did you know?

News from the Belfry
West Monkton Tower Outing
Ringing outings can be interesting on many levels, and
so it was this bright January day when we set off from
West Monkton. On arrival at our destination, there was
the mysterious problem of finding out how to get to the
ringing chamber – through the main part of the Church
or up a separate narrow spiral? Is access inside the
church or round the back? A clue sometimes but not
always is whether there is a turret visible on the side of
the tower....
Then there is that frisson of excitement/trepidation of
first laying your hands on the rope of a bell you have
never rung before. Despite the advice – “best bell in the
tower”, “5th is odd struck” - for me the initial worry is the
first “catch”, especially when the home tower captain is
still present! This is particularly acute too, when you
know the bells are lighter than you are used to – as was
the case at Dowlish Wake. Then the almost inevitable
situation of not quite taking it in when explanations are
given about which bell is the treble in a strange/new
tower, and this caught several of us out at Curry Rivel
when called to lead! In fairness there was a slightly
unusual arrangement of the circle of ropes. There was
also some ingenuity required when ringing the 7 –
placed as it was very close to the case for the lovely
clock mechanism.
Talking of clocks; we saw
at
Dowlish
Wake
evidence of an ingenious
arrangement of planks
needed to wind their
clock by hand. At the
Minster in Ilminster the
clock in the ringing
chamber looked like a
railway clock mounted
high up in the chamber on
brackets but, on closer
inspection, it could be
seen to be geared off the
St Andrews, Dowlish Wake
main tower clock. In the
smallest
of
parish
churches there can be some impressive finds – the
Speke Vault and marble tomb at Dowlish Wake to name
but two. Of interest also was the chiming mechanism at
Chard that allowed one person to chime all 8 bells from
the ringing chamber. At Ilminster, as I suspect is true of
quite a few other churches, there was evidence that
they had at some time had a similar arrangement for 6
bells.
Organising a tower outing must be a complex challenge
without taking the weather
and the flood levels into
account. Our day brought
challenge and pleasure in
equal amounts and by the
end of it everyone had
enjoyed the chance to extend
their
experience,
the
friendship and of course a
Chard Church
good pub lunch!

Did you know you can learn
the centuries old skill of
ringing church bells at no
expense to yourself? The
Taunton Branch of the
Diocese of Bath and Wells is
prepared to teach and guide
you through the learning
process free of charge. All
they require of you is your time and commitment to
learn, while they take you on an exciting journey that
will bring huge rewards in achievement and forge
great friendships along the way. Ringing bells is an
accomplishment that concentrates and challenges
the mind whilst bringing music and pleasure to the
local community on Sundays, Commemoration
days, and weddings alike or sometimes just for the
sheer joy of ringing....
It is a hobby open to all ages and, sometimes, whole
families learn and ring together. Aged 8 - 80 it
transcends all generations - everyone becomes a
member of a team and they all learn together, ring
together and laugh together, and new friendships
blossom along the way. As a bellringer you will be
welcome in towers all over England - it is a skill that
remains with you for life. It is a skill that has a
beginning but no end of opportunities to enjoy,
amaze and challenge you.
Now answer the following questions:
1. Do you think you are someone who has
motivation, the willingness to learn and the joie de
vivre to take on a new exciting challenge?
2. Are you a person who integrates well within a
group and can work as part of a team?
3. Are you someone who has a certain amount of
time and commitment?
4. Have you the ability to laugh at yourself on
occasions but also to be amazed by what you can
achieve?
5. Are you interested in your English heritage and
keeping it alive?
6. Are you interested in travelling around our
historical bell towers embracing the variety of
challenges they present?
If you have answered "yes" to all the above then you
are just the sort of person that we are looking for and
we will be happy and willing to teach you the art and
skills of ringing church bells. All you have to do is
come along on Saturday 22nd March at 9.00 a.m. to
Hillfarrance tower and see for yourself. We will be
holding an open morning and introductory course.
You will be made very welcome so do come along
and join us and be prepared to be amazed!
Email:
TauntonBranchEducationOfficer@bath-wells.org
for further details
or contact Pearl Jeanes at 01823 412804.

Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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St. Augustine’s Church –
An Update on the South Aisle
Project.
As many of you will be aware by
now, our initial application to the
Heritage Lottery Fund for a grant towards repairing
our church was unsuccessful. We were however
encouraged by HLF’s suggestion that we might want
to review the application and try again, and they put
us in touch with a church at Blandford Forum who
were successful last year. At the time of writing,
January, we continue to work towards a second
application, and the likely date of submission for this
is May.
Our earlier application failed in two areas. The first
was the HLF Committee was faced with choosing
which projects were ‘most urgent’. Despite the fact
our church roof is leaking and stonework becoming
loose and dangerous, and our architects had
reported the need to start repairs within two years of
their 2012 report, the Committee decided the state of
deterioration in other buildings made them a priority.
We quickly realised the number of applications and
the condition of buildings amongst our ‘competitors’
for funding means success is a lottery in more ways
than one, and there is little we can do about other
applications!
The second area we need to concentrate on is
around ‘Community Activity’, and to quote the phrase
we keep hearing to ‘increase participation in our
heritage’. Essentially, this means we have to
convince more people that St. Augustine’s Church is
worth preserving not just as an ancient and beautiful
place of worship, but because it has an importance to

the growing and wider community in terms of
historical interest, educational value, social venue
and tourism interest. As part of a revised application,
we are looking at ways we can promote the church
as a building which increasing numbers will want to
visit for a whole range of reasons or events.
Of course there are other trusts and charities we can
and will apply to, but HLF is potentially able to
provide the largest grant. HLF want to see
commitment on the part of other grant authorities,
and they want to see HLF is supportive, so that is an
area we are addressing with help from the Diocese
of Bath & Wells. No-one wants to see a partcompleted repair programme with a lack of funds to
finish the work!
This is a good opportunity to say ‘thank you’ again to
those of you who have donated time, money and
ideas and perhaps included our much-loved building
in your prayers. The success of the 100 Club means
we are now seeing around £350 /month added to the
South Aisle Fund. Individual donations continue to
arrive, sometimes with a note expressing thanks to
the church for ‘just being there’, after offering support
perhaps during difficult times or circumstances. It is a
timely reminder that our church and church-yard is
important to so many, but it relies on all of us to keep
the doors open, and to remember those generations
who went before and those who will come after us
who are relying on you and me to do all we can for
the building. Government nor Council funds are
available for repairs.
If you feel you can help us in any way, please get in
touch with Rev. Geoff Boucher (tel. 01823-412226)
or contact the writer on 01823 413628
Thank you.

Plough Sunday is a traditional English celebration of the
beginning of the agricultural year. Celebrations usually involve
bringing a ploughshare into a church with prayers for the
blessing of the land. In the past, work in the fields did not begin
until the day after Plough Sunday: Plough Monday. Farming
has changed over the centuries and Plough Sunday is now
seen as a way of celebrating farming and the work of farmers.

Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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FROM THE REVEREND GEOFF BOUCHER,
RECTOR OF ST. AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH
Dear Friends,
It is a relief to find that when it rains the
water only comes through the church
roof in the place that it has penetrated
for some time. What an extraordinary and terrible
winter it has been for our neighbours on the Somerset
Levels. We continue to remember and offer our
prayers for all who live and farm and have their
businesses on the Levels and to admire their courage
and dignity in the face of the relentless weather.
Replacing the church roof is a small thing by
comparison, but nevertheless a considerable task.
Kevin Davenport reports elsewhere on the
disappointment of having a first application to the
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) rejected. We are
fortunate that Kevin and his team have a determined
spirit and are already preparing a further application
to HLF and taking advice on the best time to submit it.
Applications for grants from other bodies are also to
be made.
In the meantime the local fundraising goes from
strength to strength. Thank you to those who have
been and are organizing events that will contribute to
the funds; thank you to Francis Cornish and those
organizing the 100 Club which contributes a regular
income; and thank you for the direct contributions.
It is still less than a year since the appeal to replace
the roof and re-plaster the interior wall was launched.
We began by designating £15000 in the church
Fabric Fund for the project and to date another
£15000 has been received. A further £2000 will come
as a tax refund on direct contributions given with a gift
aid declaration.
Thank you for your continuing support.
Geoff
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held
in the church at 7:30pm on 8 April. This is the
occasion when Churchwardens and members of the
Parochial Church Council are elected and the
accounts and reports for 2013 are presented. Please
attend if you can to show your support for those who
do so much to keep our church alive and well and to
find out what does go on.

Easter Services
Friday 18th

12:00pm

Good Friday

2:00pm

Saturday 19th

7:00pm

Sunday 20th
Easter Day

8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

Sunday 27th

10:00am

Service of meditation at
Cheddon Fitzpaine
Liturgy of the Cross at
West Monkton
Service of Light at
Kingston St Mary
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist
Holy Communion
(Cheddon Fitzpaine)
United Benefice Service
at West Monkton

Saint Augustine, West Monkton and
Blessed Virgin Mary, Cheddon Fitzpaine
Enquiries and requests for pastoral care to Rev. Geoff
Boucher, 01823 412226
Services at St Augustine, West Monkton unless stated
otherwise

March
Sunday 2nd

8:00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9:30am
Welcome to All
6:00pm
Evensong
Wednesday 5th 7:00pm
Eucharist and
Ash Wednesday
Imposition of Ashes
th
Thursday 6
10:30am
Holy Communion
(Heathfield Community Centre)
Sunday 9th
8:00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9:30am
Parish Eucharist
11:00am
Holy Communion
(Cheddon Fitzpaine)
6:00pm
Lent Evensong at
Thornfalcon
Sunday 16th
8:00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9:30am
Parish Eucharist
6:00pm
Lent Evensong at
Kingston St Mary
th
Wednes 19
11:30am
Holy Communion
(Gotton Manor)
Sunday 23rd
8:00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
10:30am
United Service and
Farewell to Ann Fulton
at Kingston St Mary
6:00pm
Lent Evensong at
West Monkton
Sunday 30th
8:00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
Mothering
11:00am
United Family Service
Sunday
for Mothering Sunday
at Cheddon Fitzpaine
6:00pm
Lent Evensong at
Creech St Michael

April
Thursday 3rd

10:30am
Holy Communion
(Heathfield Community Centre)
Sunday 6th
8:00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9:30am
Welcome to All
11:00am
Family Service
(Cheddon Fitzpaine)
6:30pm
Lent Evensong at
Norton Fitzwarren
th
Sunday 13
8:00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
Palm Sunday 10:00am
United Service for Palm
Sunday at Cheddon Fitzpaine
6:30pm
Lent Evensong at
Staplegrove
Wednes 16th 11:30am
Holy Communion
(Gotton Manor)
th
Thursday 17
7:00pm
Holy Communion with
footwashing and handwashing
at Broomfield

Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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BATHPOOL CHAPEL
A warm and friendly church
family.
You will be made most
welcome.
Sunday service is at
10:30 am

The Big Event is Happening
at Bathpool Chapel
on Saturday 5th April
COMMUNITY PRAYER GARDEN
OPENING
The event starts with our regular coffee morning
at 10.30 a.m. with the actual opening ceremony
at 11:00 a.m.
This is what it used to look like:

Coffee and Cake Mornings
at 10:30 a.m. on the first Saturday of each month.
Saturday 1st March: Pancake Coffee Morning come and enjoy pancakes with your friends. Pancakes
made to order with a variety of toppings.
Enjoy our delicious cakes and scones - we even
provide tins for you to take home cakes for the rest of
your week! Lots of bric-a-brac and clothing for sale.
Bring a friend and make new friends!
Saturday 5th April: Community Prayer Garden
Opening - there will be lots of coffee, tea and cakes
as we celebrate the opening of our long awaited
prayer garden! Don't miss this great community event!
(See box on right)
Footprints
at 10:30 a.m. on the fourth Sunday of each month.
A monthly breakfast with discussion around a topic of
interest. Not your usual Sunday Morning service!
Come and join in, or just sit and observe. It is
informative, challenging and fun as we share stories
and life experiences together.
Sunday 23rd March: The Winds of Change - How
Do You Cope?
How do you cope with change? What makes us
resistant to change? Can we learn to be flexible or are
there things that are non-negotiable?
Sunday 27th April: Resurrection Life: the Impact of
Easter on our Lives What if Jesus hadn't risen from
the dead? What difference did it make to the people
who followed Him then? What impact does it have on
you now?
EASTER AT BATHPOOL CHAPEL
Sunday 20th April
10:30 a.m. Easter Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. Easter Carol
Service - similar to our
Christmas Carol Service, but
telling the Easter story through
readings and traditional and
modern songs.
All are welcome to join us for
this moving candlelight service
that reminds us of the real
meaning of Easter - the death
and resurrection of Jesus.
Refreshments following the
service.

Come and see the transformation!
It will be open to the public as a place to sit in
solitude or with others; a place to pray or
contemplate life and enjoy the beauty of nature.
Features will include a bird feeding station, seats,
water feature, pergola, and a variety of fragrant
shrubs and flowers in season.
All are welcome, no matter what your faith or nonreligious background. This garden is provided for
sharing with our community - that means YOU!

A Soup and
Pud event at
the Village
Hall

From the St Augustine’s Church Records:
Baptisms:
We welcome the newly baptised into the community of
the church of Christ and pray that they may grow in
the life of the Holy Spirit:
2nd February Evie-Pearl Elizabeth Pattison
Funerals:
8th January
Dick Leach
9th January
Barbara Clements
th
14 January
Lil Cossey
20th January
Albert Burke
May the souls of the departed rest and grow in peace
and rise in glory.

Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014

Page 8

Gardening Corner
Spring is coming ....surely...!
I know we have been lucky to have mild weather but
with all the heavy grey skies and rain it can look really
GLOOMY out there. And it has felt like non stop rain all
winter which can make it hard to enjoy being a
gardener. But, just when you think there is no point
going outside, some of the most wondrously jolly plants
start to prove their worth and I love anything that
flowers early in the season. They are the brave plants,
the ones that still open their faces to smile through the
cold and the wet. Their petals are often the brightest
and their scents the strongest. They have to be to
attract what little insect life there is around to pollinate
them.
Of course spring bulbs are a great asset to the garden
at this time of year and there is a huge variety to
choose from. I love Scillas and Chinodoxas and there
are some amazing crocuses out there as well as a huge
array of fantastic tulips.
We struggle with bulbs at Hestercombe as we share our
land with a whole host of squirrels and badgers who like
to dine out on any bulbs we plant. We have tried
everything from netting, human urine (my colleague
Ben has his uses!) and electric fencing until finally we
gave in and decided to rely on other types of plants. We
have learnt to use a different set of beauties to cheer
the place up. These are my early spring heroes.
I love Pulmonaria, commonly known as lungwort. I don't
know why, in lots of peoples eyes they are nothing
special but I think they do such a good job, they are
really easy to care for, you can divide them and double
their numbers quite rapidly, early bees and insects can
feed from them, and they have great spotty leaves.
Pulmonariaofficnalis starts with pink flowers that change
to blue as they age. There is also a stunning white
variety 'Sissinghurst White'. Their only downfall is
a tendency toward mildew in the summer but it doesn't
seem to affect the plant’s vigour and you can just cut
the infected leaves off.
Another great blue flowering plant is
Tracheystemonorientalis. It is from the borage family
and has borage like flowers. Also loved by early bees.
After the flowers have gone over the leaves get bigger
and tougher and act as a great bit of ground cover
during the summer months.
To continue the, unintentional, blue flowered theme,
Anemoneblanda is a must have. The trouble is you
need a sunny day to really appreciate them as they only

open up in warm
sunlight. They are great
planted in huge swathes
and come in pink, white
and blue. We have a
large patch in the
shrubbery of blue and
Anemone
white ones and they look
great en-masse.
And I also LOVE Leucojumvernum - also known as
spring snowflake. It is a bulb (obviously not tasty to
badgers and squirrels) that
comes up after the
snowdrops have started
dying back, so gives great
continuation of colour. It is
taller than most snowdrops
too so looks really elegant.
Leucojumvernum
And, once you have a big
clump, they are quite happy
being divided and moved around.
I have to mention Gertrude Jekyll's favourite plantBergenia. Once you have picked
off all the frosted black leaves the
flowers themselves are quite
amazing.
So, if you are looking out your
window onto the garden and
feeling like its all bleak - note to
self - plant some of these early
beauties in your garden ready for
next year. Believe it or not it is
worth visiting gardens at this time
Bergenia
of year. Not only does it lift the
spirits but you'll be amazed at how
much early life there is. Obviously you should visit
Hestercombe but you could tie it in with a trip to
Knighthayes Court which is fabulous over the next
couple of months with its woodland planting. I can
remember seeing huge amounts of crocus under a
flowering magnolia. Also, make sure you visit
Greencombe, near Porlock, where there is an amazing
collection of Erythronium (dog's-tooth violet) that I have
always been very jealous of!
It's an exciting time of year, full of hope and warm
promise, and any plant willing to show its face in all this
gloom is a friend of mine!
Claire Reid
Head Gardener, Hestercombe Gardens

Music on the Quantocks
More world-class music in local villages
2014 will be our busiest year ever with world-class concerts held in a long list of Quantock churches hired specially for the
occasion. Our wonderful Easter concert on Sunday 16 March will feature the biggest new name in choral music, The
Marian Consort, who have already clocked-up two international best-selling albums. This concert is almost sold out
already so please get in touch if you would like seats.
The full 2014 line-up of famous artists is almost complete and we will soon be announcing dates for concerts by Sir James
Galway (flute) and the two great violinists, Nigel Kennedy and Nicola Benedetti. We also plan to hold our first concerts at
Hestercombe and will be inaugurating our international jazz festival at Broomfield.
The whole idea behind Music on the Quantocks is to revive the cultural life of local villages by organising performances of
the very finest music on everyone’s doorsteps. Our motto is “great music is for everyone”. No surprise, then, that we have
dumped the outdated, stuffy image of classical music. Instead, our concerts are refreshingly different from concerts
elsewhere and presented in a totally modern way.
To join our mailing list or book seats: email quantocks@live.co.uk
Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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WEST MONKTON CHURCH
100 CLUB PRIZEWINNERS

Hearing Dogs
for Deaf People
Last year the charity received
£7900 for recycled used
stamps; thank you to every one who has
contributed. I have just sent off another large bag of
used stamps, plus more old mobile phones and
used cartridges.
My friend Dot's new Hearing Dog, Puddle, is due to
have her final assessment, she is doing really well,
so hopefully she will soon pass with flying colours.
Many of our "Fallen Angels" (dogs who have not
quite qualified to become fully fledged hearing dogs)
have found very successful alternative careers;
some have trained as drug or cash detection dogs
with the police force, while others have been helping
people in care homes and hospices as therapy
dogs. Some are fulfilling the role of a much-loved
non-working companion to a hard of hearing person,
another "Fallen Angel" has a new career as a Police
Detection Dog with the Welsh Extremist and Counter
Terrorism Unit - isn't that just amazing?
Due to the generosity of people like you, over 1800
life-changing Hearing Dog partnerships have been
created and we hope to make at least 130 more this
year.
Our "Coffee in the Garden Event" will take place on
July 12th (please make a note in your diary and
watch this space). Hopefully the rain will have
stopped by then!
I was pleased to see the "No Dog Poo Fairies"
notices in place around the village, I just hope the
irresponsible dog owners take note and be
responsible for their dogs and clean up after them.
Lin Keitch (Organiser Taunton & Dis.F.R.Branch)
53 School Road, Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8PE

The first 2014 draw was on Thursday 2nd January.
The winners were:
FIRST PRIZE: £100.00
won by Sybil Fleming
SECOND PRIZE: £50.00
won by Les Warren
The sum of £350.00 will go towards the repair of
the church roof.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 100.
The February draw was held on Monday 3rd.
FIRST PRIZE: £99.00
won by Marguerite Perry
SECOND PRIZE: £49.00
won by Peter Mustoe
The sum of £347.00 will go towards the repair of
the church roof.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 99.
CONGRATULATIONS to the winners!

Note from the Editor:

Lin has not told you this herself but ...
in December 2013 she was proclaimed Volunteer of the
Month by the Hearing Dogs for the Deaf Charity. This was
the citation:
‘Lin Keitch works tirelessly as the Chairperson of the
Taunton and District Fundraising Branch, organising a full
calendar of events to raise awareness and significant funds
for Hearing Dogs. With hearing loss herself, Lin has a great
sense of purpose and her strong leadership has contributed
to raising over £50,000 since the Branch opened in 2004.’
It also said: ‘A wonderful fundraiser, who always goes the
extra mile for Hearing Dogs’.
Two supporting quotes were:
Dorothy Piper, recipient of Hearing Dog Puddle explains:
“Lin is a hard-working and enthusiastic lady. The charity is
very close to her heart and she is passionate in her quest to
raise awareness, and as much money as possible for
Hearing Dogs”. Community Fundraising Manager for the
South West, Marilyn Sydenham, adds: “I totally agree with
Dorothy. She has summed Lin up perfectly; she is
passionate about the Charity and works tirelessly on our
behalf”.
Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014

Your turn next month?
If you would like to sign up
for the 100 Club, please
contact Francis Cornish
(01823 413228).
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Parish Council News
The Village Lengthsman
It is now just over a year since the Parish Council
appointed a Lengthsman.
The Lengthsman was traditionally a person appointed,
by the Parish, to look after its hedges and ditches.
Some of you may remember Ben Holt who occupied
that role in our community for a long time (although
employed by SCC).
The Parish Council reached the decision to appoint a
Lengthsman in the knowledge that government grants
to County and Town councils would be reduced
substantially over the years and that a degree of self
help at parish level would be necessary.
Some residents already do help out from time to time
with areas needing attention – last year a local resident
went and trimmed out the brambles on the walk from
School Road through to Farriers Green, and some of
you regularly pick up litter whilst walking in the Parish.
The Lengthsman has, therefore, taken on bigger
projects – the restoration of the red phone box, for use
as a book exchange by residents, repair and
restoration of seats in the Parish. Maintenance of the
pathways in the allotments has now become a regular
occurrence; and footpaths and pavements are sprayed
for weeds when needed.
The Lengthsman has recently completed a survey on
the state of the ditch running from Noahs Hill to the
junction of Prockters with the main road and the Parish
Council will be assessing the best next course of
action, particularly at the top end.
The aim of the Parish Council is to enhance the area in
which we live and for the past four or five years has
installed litter, dog and grit bins; restored seats, bus
shelters and notice-boards; planted bulbs in verges and
arranged a regular programme of grass cutting (only 2
cuts per year are provided by TDBC) as well as running
a ‘Plant a Tree’ scheme for residents.
The services of the Lengthsman are complimentary to
these aims.
Please get in touch with any Councillor or the Parish
Clerk (413524) if there is a job that you think the
Lengthsman could do for the benefit of the Parish.

Allotments
Currently all allotments are
occupied, but do you know that the
Parish Council keeps a waiting list
and fills vacancies as soon as they
occur? Unusually there is no-one on
the waiting list at the moment, so if
you are considering an allotment,
why not
get in touch with either Cllr
Haskins, allotment officer, or
Tricia Cavill, Clerk 01823 413
524.

Village Clean-Up Day
It has been suggested that the
Parish Council could organise a
Village Clean-Up Day in the
Spring of 2014. Please could
you let us know of any areas in
the Parish that need cleaning up
and any volunteers who could join the Parish
Council litter picking, trimming
overgrown footpaths, or any other
suitable ‘Clean-Up’ task.
Please give ideas and contact
information to any Councillor or the
Clerk on 01823 413 524, or
cavill_hillfarm@yahoo.com
Broadband
Connecting Devon and Somerset Broadband
Team: imminent arrival of provision of high speed
broadband (by March 2014). The definitive
answer to whether a premise can access the new
infrastructure can only be gained through
contacting an Internet Service Provider (ISP).
Exact speeds will depend on distance from nearest
cabinet and the package/tariff chosen. Access is
not automatic: residents and businesses will need
to purchase a new fibre service from an ISP of
their choice. This may cost more, but connection
will result in higher more reliable speeds. Further
cabinets will be enabled as the Connecting Devon
and Somerset programme unrolls. Keep checking
the website
www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk. List of
postcodes benefitting from high speed broadband
from March 2014 onwards is available from any
Parish Councillor.
Dates of Parish Council meetings in 2014
The Parish Council meets at the Village Hall on the
second Wednesday of the month and the meeting
starts at 7:00 p.m. (please note new time). This
means that Public Question time will be at about
7:30 p.m. The meetings are open to all residents
and those on the Electoral Roll may speak.
8th January, 12th February, 12th March, 9th April,
14th May, 11th June, 9th July, 13th August,
10th September, 8th October, 12th November,
10th December.
The Annual Parish Meeting will be on:
26th March 2014
at the Village Hall
starting at 7:00 p.m.
This meeting is organised by the Parish Council for
residents. Reports are heard from the Police, The
Rector of St Augustine’s, and the Annual Report of
the Parish Council is presented. There is a guest
speaker and refreshments are served. All are
welcome.
The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will be
the one on 11 June 2014, when the various roles
of Councillors are renewed/reviewed including the
role of Chairman.

Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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Your Health Service Needs You!

VILLAGE HALL NEWS

On a recent Saturday evening there was a
disturbance involving drunken teenagers outside the
Village Hall
A very responsible family from the village had
arranged to hold a small sixteenth birthday party
with no alcohol. The Hall sanctioned this event as
we are always very mindful that the facility should be
available to all age groups. Having satisfied
ourselves that certain safeguards were in place this
event went ahead. Unfortunately later in the evening
a group of drunken gatecrashers arrived and caused
a disturbance. The Police were alerted, attended the
venue and dealt with the problem. The parents took
the responsible decision to close the party early.
The Hall Management Committee very much regrets
the disturbance to our neighbours.
The Hall Management Committee has been advised
to consider turning down requests for teenage
parties for the time being and this will be discussed
at our next Management Meeting on the 5 February.
We are aware that similar problems occurred in two
other nearby villages on the same evening. Such a
pity when a group of hooligans are hell bent on
making decent, innocent people’s lives a misery.
The Hall Committee always tries to manage the Hall
so that it causes the least disturbance to our
neighbours. We are so sorry for the upset on this
occasion.

Fundraising Events Organised:
Supper and Talk - 14th March
Summer Half Term - Lunch
Spring Market - 31st May, 2.00 to 4:00pm (see note
below)
Possible BBQ and Walk
Supper and Talk - 17th October
Lunch - 11th December
Carol Evening - 5th December

Spring Market:
This will be run on similar lines to previous such
events i.e. local groups/organisations and charities
are invited to hire a table for £5 each, plus a raffle
prize, to raise funds for themselves.
If space allows we will also make tables available for
private individuals to sell their goods. If anyone is
interested in taking up this offer please contact Joyce
Keyte 01823 412294 or
Email: joyce.keyte@virgin.net
Contributions to a plant stall, bric a brac stall, etc
would be welcomed by the Hall Management

Our National Health Service is under constant scrutiny
and political pressure. There are a number of changes
afoot, particularly in Somerset which is currently
poised at the leading edge of reforming patient
services.
GPs are usually paid for the work that they perform in
certain disease categories e.g. making sure that
patients with chronic conditions such as asthma/copd,
diabetes and coronary heart disease have annual
health checks, are offered the correct medication,
offered flu vaccinations etc.
However, Somerset GPs have always provided good
services along these lines and many GPs feel that
there must be better additional ways of supporting
patients’ health. This year we have the opportunity to
run a pilot across Somerset to meet as professionals
within the Health Service and redesign the services
locally which is very exciting and there will be some
information on the Lyngford Park website in February.
Many patients are involved in patient groups and will
also have a chance to put their ideas forward and
anyone can contact Somerset Healthwatch for
information or to put forward information via the
website http://www.healthwatchsomerset.co.uk/or at
the Somerset CCG website
http://www.somersetccg.nhs.uk/. Comments from all
age groups are welcomed – and in particular from
youth groups because services often focus on adults
or the older generation as they are more frequent
users of the services.
It is a great help to have, at our practice, a very small
but committed Patient Group who meet several times
a year to reflect with us about our services and how
we can improve them. The group also has a ‘critical
friend’ function in order to help us to address any
issues with the practice and to annually review our
handling of complaints, significant events within the
practice etc. We would be delighted if any other
patients at the surgery would like to consider joining
the group, please make yourself known to me and I
will pass on your details to our Patient Group Chair.
We are also keen to set up a ‘virtual patient group’ –
that is, patients who are keen to provide feedback on
practice services and to receive a newsletter a couple
of times a year.
If any patients of Lyngford Park would like to join this
then please contact us at
enquiries@lyngfordparksurgery.nhs.uk
Most practices have a
Patient Group so if you are
a patient at a different
practice, do get in touch
with them!
I hope that this has given
you a short overview of
how you might find
information, become
involved or air your views
– and why it is important to do so. I hope next time
that our Patient Group will submit an article on the
view from their side of the practice.
Sue Drew, Practice Manager, Lyngford Park Surgery

Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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West Monkton
Church of England
Primary School

West Monkton Village Hall,
Monkton Heathfield,
Taunton TA2 8NE
Tel: 07960654709
westmonktonpre-school@hotmail.co.uk
Our Christmas nativity
play was a huge
success, here is Chloe
one of our angels. We
would like to thank
everyone for their
support by providing
fantastic costumes,
encouraging the children
to practice their songs
and by coming on the
day to watch them
perform. We raised
£250.00 from
refreshments and the
raffle and this will be
spent on new resources
for the children. A big thank you to everyone who
contributed.
The children
enjoy arts
and crafts
and made
many
Christmas
decorations
that they took
home. This is
Ronaq
writing his
name in his
Christmas
card.
We make use
of the big space
we have by
spreading
ourselves out
all over the
floor. Jack has
made a
monster out of
megablocks
and used different colours for each of the three legs.
Playdough is a favourite activity
for most of the children, they
poke it, prod it, hide things in it
and sometimes eat it!
Here, we can see the birthday
cake that Halle has made,
beautifully decorated with
candles too.

We have had a very exciting start to the new Spring
term. The theme for this term is I Spy. The term
began with all the children in the school having
workshops and other class based activities to launch
the new theme.

Examining the tools of the spy trade.

Scholastic Book Fairs
Almost £500 has been raised from our last two book
fairs! With the help of some of the children it has all
been spent on books for the library so the shelves will
be looking a little fuller when all the new titles arrive!
The school library has been completely remodelled and
is now a very attractive and welcoming area.
A computer system called ‘Junior Librarian’ has been
introduced so that books can be electronically booked
out and in. It also allows children to write reviews of the
books they have read, these can then be seen by other
children.
Older children have been trained as Library Monitors and
they make sure that the library can be used during
lunchtime breaks; each year group has a specific time
when they can use the library.
The children have been very involved in choosing and
cataloguing the books and there is now a much wider and
more challenging range of literature for everyone to make
use of.
Displays about books are very attractive, at the moment
they feature Spies, and invite children to find out more
about different topics and to widen their reading habits.

Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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Football
The Year 6 Football Team have been taking part in the
Taunton Area Football Play offs. The finals were held at
Heathfield Community School.
The team did fantastically well, eventually becoming
runners up in a competition of 30 teams. They played
against Trull School in the final, which they only just lost
1-0.
The team have now qualified for the County Finals and
are just waiting for the weather to be good enough for
this event to take place.

Young Voices
The school choir travelled to Birmingham to participate
in a national singing event. They had been working hard
over the last few months learning a range of songs
which they performed alongside thousands of other
primary
school
children
from
across the
country.
This
promised
to be an
exciting
opportunity
for the
twentynine children, Mrs Law and three other staff members
who went up to the LG Arena in Birmingham to
participate in the Young Voices concert with over six
thousand other children.
It was a long day with rehearsals in the afternoon and a
wonderful concert in the evening which the parents were
able to watch. Both the children and the adults had an
amazing time, the highlight of which was probably
accompanying Stacey Solomon from The X Factor in a
song. Everyone who went said we should definitely do
it again next year. A special thank you to Mrs Law for
organising the trip and preparing the choir.
Some parents said, ‘Well what can we say? An amazing
night was had by all at the Young Voices Concert, we
were so very proud of our sons and daughters and
really hope that Mr Robinson will let us go again next
year. A huge thanks to everyone involved as it
exceeded all expectations.’

Greenway,
Monkton Heathfield
The 1960’s - Coffee and Cake
Part 17 of the History of a Road
The winter of 1963 was very severe. Heavy snow fell on
Boxing Day and was still on the ground in April. The WI
had to abandon their Hut and hold their meetings
elsewhere, where they were able to get a little warmth
and it was not until the end of March that the Hut was
used. The water pipes had burst and the water heater
was damaged beyond repair but the Elsan toilets, which
were in two tiny sheds at the rear of the Hut were
unharmed. I have spoken with a member of that time and
she says that the Elsans were hardly ever used as using
them involved taking the key and unlocking the hut and
there were invariably spiders in there and so everyone
made sure they went to the toilet before they went to a
meeting and then waited until they got home to go again.
The improvement in the weather brought the WI another
problem to deal with; they had their first complaint about
cars parking in Greenway when their owners were
attending functions in the Hut.
In 1967 the Rector, Rev. Roynon, was trying to raise
cash to carry out much needed repairs to the church roof
(Plus ça change? See Page 5) when the ‘Young Wives’
group had a wonderful idea. Each Saturday during the
summer months in those pre-motorway days there was a
continuous line of cars crawling along the A361 as they
headed into North Devon and beyond for their holidays.
The Young Wives group decided that there was a need
for somewhere for these motorists to stop and have a cup
of tea and a bite to eat. So, each Saturday, they
converted the old Victory Village Hall into a road side
cafe. They also opened all night for two or three Fridays
but found that there was little traffic about and so they
reverted to opening early Saturday mornings. This was
not just a Greenway effort but it is worth recording how
the hard work of a dedicated band of volunteers from all
over the village helped to improve our village so
enormously. The cafe was a great success and continued
until 1972 when it had raised enough money for the
Rector to complete his roof repairs. That, however, was
not the end of the cafe as by then it was realised that the
Victory Village Hall was well beyond its sell-by-date and
the ‘Young Wives’, who had been joined in their
endeavours by the Women’s Institute and some willing
husbands, carried on with their cafe and channelled the
profits into the fund for the proposed new Village Hall.
They also continued for a while after the new hall was
opened and were now able to offer a much improved
service in the splendid new accommodation. A typical
Saturday would see the hungry customers enticed into
the cafe by signs along the roadside which boldly asked,
‘Are You Hungry?’ And then fifty yards further down the
road another sign would ask, ‘Are You Thirsty?’ And
these were repeated all along the A361 and then the
answer to solving these needs was revealed as the
travellers were channelled into the Village Hall carpark.
To satisfy the needs of their customers this busy band
would get through seven gallons of milk, fifty loaves,
fifteen dozen eggs as well as cakes and rolls and all sorts
of other homemade delicacies.
The end of the cafe came with the opening of the link
road from the motorway to beyond Tiverton and the loss
of the North Devon holiday traffic which was now routed
via the M5 and Tiverton.

Written in 2000 by Eric Saffin

Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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Two Great Opportunities for
Writers at Tacchi-Morris Arts
Centre
Submissions are now being sought for two exciting
writing competitions recently launched by Tacchi-Morris
Arts Centre.
The first is a celebration of creative writing and the
spoken word. Called The Page is Printed, this
competition is open to all creative writers working in
any genre - the only rule is your entry must be
contained on just one side of A4.
Anything from a love letter or poem, to a short story or
court summons can be submitted. The judging panel
will be looking for entries that dare to be different and
most importantly come to life when read aloud.
Prizes will be awarded for the most original, bold and
imaginative work. In the Adult category there are three
prizes up for grabs: a First Prize of £200, Second Prize
of £100, and Third Prize of £50. While in the Under
16s category there are three prizes of £50 each to
be won. Entry fees for Adults are £4 for one
submission or £10 for up to three submissions,
entry for Under 16s is free. All those entering will
receive a free ticket to The Page is Printed
Celebration Evening on Friday 27th
June where all writers can share their
work and where prize winners will be
announced.
Entry forms and information are
available from Tacchi-Morris Arts
Centre or can be downloaded from the
website: www.tacchi-morris.com.
Alternatively email:
thepageisprinted@gmail.com or call: 01823 414122.
The deadline for entries is 1st May 2014.

Pet Healthcare
Get Fresh
Surveys show that 85% of dogs and cats over the
age of 3 years old require some form of dental
attention. Many of these pets will appear fine and
continue to eat until the dental disease is quite
advanced, by which stage the only option is often
multiple extractions. As well as the obvious signs of
bad breath and reluctance to eat/pain when eating
(especially hard food), occasionally bacteria from the
mouth can spread and cause infection in other parts
of the body. For these reasons early treatment of any
abnormalities and preventative care are strongly
recommended.
Prevention
In an ideal world you should brush your pet’s teeth
every day. Although this is easier said than done, with
perseverance many animals will tolerate the
procedure and by using flavoured toothpastes some
even enjoy it! Our staff at the Tone Veterinary Centre
will be more than happy to discuss the correct
technique for introducing tooth brushing into your
pet’s health regime. It is important to remember to
use special pet toothpaste as the foaming products in
human dentifrices are not meant to be swallowed.

Page to Stage is a competition
designed for budding playwrights,
and is ideal for those who have a
burning desire to take their story to
the stage.
Scripts and excerpts are invited
that should be no more than 20
pages in length or 20 minutes in
performance time. Submitted scripts can be a whole
play, a section of a longer play, or an excerpt from a
work in progress.Entries will be read by a
professional team and selected playwrights will be
awarded bursaries - two of £100, and three of £50 plus the opportunity to utilise Tacchi-Morris Arts
Centre’s professional rehearsal facilities to develop
their work.
Up to 6entered scripts will be chosen for a
performance on the night, with audience feedback as
part of The Page is Printed Festival. Please note you
will need to source your own acting and directing
cast, although Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre may be able
to offer support with this.
Entry is £10 per script for Adults, and free for Under
16s. All those entering will receive a free ticket to
the Page to Stage Scratch Night on Thursday 26th
June.
Entry forms and information are available from
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre or can be downloaded from
the website: www.tacchi-morris.com. Alternatively
email: info@tacchi-morris.com or call: 01823 414122.
The deadline for entries is 3rd April 2014.
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre, School Road, TA2
8PD
Box Office: 01823 414141. Email: info@tacchimorris.com. Website: www.tacchi-morris.com.

If you feel that brushing is not an option there are
special foods, chews, treats and gels which are
capable of dramatically reducing the development
of dental disease.
Cure
If your pet already has dental disease it is normally
recommended that he/she receives a dental
procedure. This will require a general anaesthetic.
The tartar is then removed from the teeth (descaled), each tooth is assessed individually and if
necessary extracted. The remaining teeth are then
polished to leave the mouth clean and healthy.
Frequently a short course of antibiotics will be
dispensed to clear any associated infection.
Ben Thomas MRCVS, Veterinary Surgeon
Tone Veterinary Centre, Lisieux Way, Taunton
and Norton Mills, Norton Fitzwarren
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News from the Bird World
'Great weather for ducks' was an expression used all
too frequently as the most unpleasant winter for
decades drew to a close. With around 25 square
miles of Somerset inundated for weeks it is hardly
surprising that ducks were considered the main
beneficiaries, but is this actually true?
Ducks can roughly be divided into two types of
feeders. There are the so-called dabbling ducks and
the diving ducks, and both types are specially
adapted to exploit their own feeding techniques.
Dabbling ducks include the familiar Mallard, often
very tame and partly domesticated, seen on canals
and ponds as well as larger lakes. These ducks feed
by upending, often looking rather comical by doing
so, and grazing on vegetation below the surface. It
follows that they need shallow water to enable them
to do this, and flooding on the levels has been just
too deep in many places this year to allow this. Some
birds, such as Pintail, have moved to the coast to
feed on the foreshore in preference to the major
floods on the moors.

bill which enable them to grasp and deal with
slippery fish. Common diving duck in Somerset are
the Tufted Duck, essentially a black and white bird
with a head tuft from which it is named, and Pochard
a smart bird with a chestnut head. These ducks
prefer clear deep water in which to see their prey,
and do not generally benefit from the deep muddy
water on some of the moors. Cheddar reservoir is
one of the best places to see these species. Other
diving ducks are almost exclusively coastal and the
Somerset coast in many places is shallow, muddy
and unsuitable. Despite this, small numbers of
Scaup and Common Scoter do winter off Hinkley
Point where there are mussel beds. Eiders, a
common duck further north, and particularly in
Scotland, are rare here and any sightings are
noteworthy.
Occasionally rare diving ducks reach the County,
generally when weather conditions on the continent
are severe. One of the most sought after is the
beautiful Smew, which breeds on lakes in the tundra.
The drake is a striking bird, snow white with a black
'bandit' mask and some black streaking. The female,
no less beautiful, is steel grey with a rusty red head.

Male Smew

Shoveler

Among the dabbling ducks there are a number of
specialists. The aptly named Shoveler has a large
spatulate bill that enables it to effectively dredge the
bottom for food. Another duck, the Gadwall, has
developed its own cunning technique to supplement
dabbling. Gadwalls have formed an association with
Coots known as kleptoparisitism. Coots have a
variety of feeding methods, picking from the surface
but more often diving to bring up strands of aquatic
vegetation upon which to feed at leisure. Individual
Gadwalls will follow Coots closely, nipping in quickly
to snatch food from them. Interestingly, Coots, a
generally argumentative species, do not seem to
object and may benefit from an extra pair of eyes
looking out for potential predators.
Diving ducks have streamlined, often squat bodies
and strong leg muscles with large webbed feet
enabling them to move quickly underwater. Some,
such as the Goosander, can dive several feet in
pursuit of fish. This duck, and its near relative the
Red-breasted Merganser, have serrated edges to the

The London reservoirs have a good record for
attracting wintering Smew, but most years see one
or two arrive in Somerset, with Cheddar reservoir a
favoured site. Male ducks (drakes) of all species are
very attractive birds. Some, like the introduced but
now established Mandarin, a native of China, are
positively gaudy. Spring is an excellent time to see
all these birds in their best finery. Many winter
visitors, such as Wigeon, Teal and Pintail are still
here in some numbers and drakes will be displaying
to females, to which many will already be paired.
Shapwick Heath, the RSPB reserves at Ham Wall
and Greylake and the Quantock reservoirs
(particularly Hawkridge) are excellent places to see
these birds, and in West Monkton we are only just
over an hour's drive away from the best wildlife
reserve in the Country, Slimbridge. Recently
extended, and with a huge collection of wildfowl from
all over the world, as well as wild birds, it is a great
day out.
Brian Hill
Somerset Ornithological Society welcomes
members whatever their level of interest. The
next indoor meeting is at Ruishton Village Hall
on Thursday March 27th at 7.30 pm.
Entry is free and all are welcome.
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West Monkton
Evening WI

A belated Happy New Year to you all.
The Group Carol Service at West Monkton Church
was a great success and thanks must go to everyone
who took part and everyone who helped, but
particularly pupils of Heathfield School who
enchanted us with their singing. Everyone enjoyed
tea and cakes prepared by members of the WI.
The collection raised over £100, half of which went to
the Church and half to Cancer UK, the charity chosen
by the Group to say thank you for all the wonderful
work they do and the support they have given to one
of our Committee members, Mandy Gage, over the
past few years.
Our Coffee Morning was very well attended and more
than £100 was raised. Thank you everyone who
came along and enjoyed coffee and mince pies.
To complete what has been a very successful year
for the Group, a Christmas Party was organised in
the Hall; a good way to finish the year!
Our January meeting was well attended and we
welcomed several new members. After the official
business, we held a Quiz and then had a riotous
game of ‘Beetle Drive’ with a difference, this was
followed by cheese and biscuits.

Medical Talking Points
Top Toe Tip
Have you noticed how awful daytime television is?
Especially the adverts! There seems to be an
endless parade of puppets wanting you to borrow
money, or an ex Blue Peter presenter who, instead of
teaching you how to make a present for your mum
out of toilet roll and “sticky tape”, is now trying to get
you to sue someone if you’ve had an accident. You
might also see an advert for medical treatments. Use
of over the counter medicines is fine but please be
aware that sometimes the conditions targeted would
benefit from medical diagnosis and advice.
For example: treatments for a fungal nail infection.
So what’s the problem? The advert shows a picture
of a thickened flaky looking nail, then after painting
with the treatment, the picture is of a beautiful nail.
Wonderful. But have you noticed the small print
appearing at the bottom of the screen? Have a look
next time and you will see that these treatments are
very expensive to buy from a chemist, and you have
to use them for a very long time (often more than 9
months for toe nails) for them to work.
However, my main concern is that many patients
have thickened flaky finger and toenails that are not
caused by a fungus at all. They can be caused by

Sylvia Renshaw, one of our committee members,
has once again put together a wonderful programme
for 2014, so why not come along for a taster? We
are always looking for new members, guests are
welcome.
We meet in the Annexe of West Monkton Village Hall
at 7:45 p.m. the third Thursday of each month
(unless we are having an outing) and we do not
meet in August; just ring our Chairman Ann May on
01823 334168 for details.
The annual cost as from January 2014 is £34.70
(plus tea/coffee) – what a BARGAIN and a great way
to meet new friends.
2014 Programme:
27th February:
‘Writing and Getting Published’
Speaker: Darel Pace
27th March:
‘Charity Adventures’
Speaker: Janice King
24th April:
‘Rev Charles Marson’
Speaker: David Sutcliffe
22nd May:
AGM & Resolutions with American
Supper
th
26 June:
‘How to Stamp’
Speaker: Lisa Cornwall
24th July:
‘Reminiscence’
Speaker: Fiona Mahonney
25th September:
OUTING: ‘Burns the Bread in
Glastonbury’
rd
23 October:
Craft evening
th
28 November:
‘Architecture’
Speaker: John Upsher
December:
Christmas Supper
friction from a shoe that rubs the nail, or some kind
of injury to the nail, or by other nail diseases and the
treatment would be a waste of money.
If you think that you have a fungal nail infection then
please be aware that
it is not a dangerous
condition, and there
is no harm in leaving
it if you don’t want
treatment. If you do
have a thickened nail
and do want to have
treatment it is best to
see your GP or
Fungal toe nail?
practice nurse when
your nails are long enough to take clippings; ask
them if they could send the clippings for analysis. If
a fungus is found and you are prepared to continue
treatment for the long time it takes to treat it
properly, only then start treatment, which can be
prescribed or bought over the counter at the
chemist. If it is not a fungus – brilliant- you can
spend the money on something more worthwhile
instead. New shoes perhaps?
from Dr Rupert Sells
Lyngford Park Surgery

Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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Nigel K. Ford
Independent Funeral Directors
Dedicated to upholding a traditional 24 hour
service with kindness, respect and dignity to
families in Taunton and all the surrounding
villages.
Tastefully Appointed Chapel of Rest
Taunton 01823 338369

North End, Creech St Michael, Taunton
45 Station Road, Taunton

Do you want a cleaner?
Someone to help out?
Or do you just hate housework?
Call Rachel on
01823 413382
Friendly, local, reliable
Weekly or fortnightly
cleans
We also do ironing!
CRB checked and insured

Janes’s
Friendly, Reliable,
Affordable, Fully Qualified
Day, Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available
Telephone
Your Local
01823 410010
Mobile
to book an
Hairdresser
appointment

For all your MOBILITY needs
and Friendly Advice
Mobility Aids
at Discount Price
3 Crown Walk
High Street, Taunton TA1 3PU
Tel: 01823 333133
Call me for Catalogues/Brochures

Notice: - Owner: Mike Talley
OFFERS FREE DELIVERY
On all products to Village News Readers

In Monkton Heathfield, West Monkton & Bathpool areas

ADVERTISING The Advertising rates cover 6 issues of the Village News. The current rates, up to 30th April 2014, are £65
for a larger advert and £40 for a smaller advert. One off adverts. £35. Please contact the advertising editor, see Page 2.
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What can you make with just
flour and water?
I run a blog (short for web log – a kind of diary of sorts,
published on the internet) where I post my recipes and
breadmaking experiences:
http://nobreadisanisland.blogspot.co.uk/
One of the most popular posts on my blog is “What can
you make with just flour and water?” Every day I get a
great number of people – from around the world –
posing this very question.
So, what can be made from these two simple
ingredients? Plenty - most of them quick, cheap and
cheerful.
I have to hold my hand up at this point and admit that
the flour I use is mainly self-raising flour, which
technically contains three ingredients – the flour, plus
two chemicals, an acid and an alkali. When the
chemicals come into contact with water, they produce
CO2, (carbon dioxide).
It is this action that raises soda bread for instance and
that is the first thing that can be made from flour and
water: 1 mug of s/raising flour, with an optional ¼
teaspoon of salt and 1/3rd of a mug of water, mixed
together into a dough, shaped into a flattened round.
This can be cooked in a dry frying pan (with a lid) for 5
minutes each side – or placed in an oven at 220°C for
around 15 minutes.
2. Pancakes: Yes, despite all you have learned in the
past, excellent pancakes can be made with just flour
and water. No need for eggs or milk. These will cost you
approximately 1p each as against 10p using a
traditional recipe.

3. Dumplings: No need for suet, vegetable or
otherwise, make the dough as for the soda bread
above, divide the dough into golf ball size balls and
cook in your stew for around 15 minutes.
4. Pasta: You do not need s/raising flour for this (or a
machine!). I use wholemeal flour – 100g flour to 60g of
water with an optional pinch of salt. Mix into a dough,
knead for a few seconds until it is smooth, then, using
plenty of flour roll it out into a large sheet. It’s thin
enough when 3 folds (8 layers) measures less than
1cm. Using a pizza cutter, cut the dough into strips
then boil these for roughly 3 minutes.
5. Tempura: Make up a slightly thicker batter than the
pancake batter, coat your mushrooms or sausage or
whatever with the batter and fry in about 1cm of hot
oil.
6. Sourdough starter: Mix an equal amount (by
weight) of any flour - organic, preferably – and water
and leave, covered, on your work-top for a few days.
After a couple of days you should see bubbles start to
form. When this happens, take out half and replace
with the same amount of fresh flour and water. Use
the discard to make pikelets. Do this about three
times, then your starter is ready.
7. Pikelets: Mix the dough once again into a thickish
batter and place dessertspoonfuls around a hot frying
pan. Don’t turn them over until the top has dried out.
There’s more, but that’s enough to be going on with!
Finally, someone called Kwasi - I know no more than
that! - made a comment on my pancake recipe, that
made all my efforts worthwhile:
“I love you for this idea. broke to my last penny but
have many stuff home. thank you soo much. life
saver”
Paul Youd
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Page 19

Come along and
spend quality time with
your baby in this
relaxing 5-week
Baby Massage Course
INTRODUCTORY OFFER AND
STUDENT DISCOUNTS
www.spotondrivinglessons.co.uk
Email: spotondriving@btinternet.com

Cost £35 only

Contact Glenda Lovell
LIAM: Certified Infant Massage Instructor

Tel: 01823 413134
07765297590

D T SYMONS
PLASTERING SERVICES
ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING
AND DRY LINING
UNDERTAKEN

Call 01823 444700 for a quote
or pop in to the
NFU Mutual Office,
New Agricultural House, Blackbrook
Park Avenue,
Taunton,
TA1 2FU

FOR FREE ESTIMATES AND
ADVICE PHONE
DANIEL SYMONS
07710693671
OR
01823 275096

Agent of the National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited
We have been a Which Recommended Provider six times
in a row

Ovens Cleaned to a high
Standard
No Fuss No Mess
I do the job you love to hate
Safe, Non-Caustic Solutions
used
Fully Insured
Call Ray on Free phone
08000699660
Or visit my website
www.cleanasawhistleovens.co.
Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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Taunton & Somerset Constabulary

GT020 West Monkton Beat Area
Your Local Beat Team

Huw Jenkins

Stephen Linton

Andrew Beake

Claire Escott

As you can see from the pictures there have been some staffing changes: PC Steve Linton joins us from the
Fairwater Beat area and will be covering both Monkton and Priorswood, working alongside PC Andy Beake who
many of you will know. Any of the above officers can be contacted on the Police non-emergency number of 101
Crime
In November 2013, 37 crimes were reported in this neighbourhood. Unfortunately I do not yet have the statistics for
the month of December.
The following table shows you Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) breakdowns for West Monkton.
ASB Burglary
Robbery
Vehicle Violent
Other
Total
Oct 2013
5
2
0
4
2
15
28
Sep 2013
9
2
1
1
3
12
28
Since October 2013 we can report that there has been a total of 13 overnight dwelling burglaries to the North
Taunton area. Bearing in mind that North Taunton also covers The Staplegrove and Priorswood area.
Vehicle Crime.
During the build-up and into late December there has been an increase in Vehicle crime. Both theft from insecure
vehicles and forced theft when vehicles have been damaged in the process of being entered, normally when items
of value have been left on full display.
Schools
Other than the restructuring of Milton Hill/Dyers Lane and the concerns residents have had over foot
passengers/pupils’ safety, I am not aware of any other issues in this area.
No issues from both West Monkton Primary and Heathfield Schools
Cadets
Claire and colleagues are looking to recruit young people between the ages of 16-18 years to join our volunteer
Police Cadets based at Taunton Police Station.
Neighbourhood Watch Schemes: What is Neighbourhood Watch?
The purpose of Neighbourhood Watch is to unite neighbourhoods in an effort to prevent crime, by protecting and
enhancing their environment and generally looking out for each other’s properties. Working in partnership with the
local Neighbourhood Policing Teams gives Neighbourhood Watches a way of dealing with many issues affecting
their communities, such as anti-social behaviour, burglary and vehicle crime.
There are no new schemes in the area.
Police Community Trust
The Avon and Somerset Police Community Trust was formed in 1999 to help local communities in Avon and
Somerset become safer, better places to live. It supports projects and schemes that work towards reducing crime
and the fear of crime in the communities where we work and live.
Cold Calling Zones
There are no new zones in the area.
Safety Camera Partnership
Staff will continue to assist us with speeding issues in the Parish. Yallands Hill is a regular spot for them to monitor
and we will be looking to see if Greenway can also be added to the list. If any members could suggest problematic
areas, please make the beat team aware. Although there are strict Health and Safety guidelines that they have to
follow.
Community Speed Watch
There are currently no schemes running in the area. The nearest group is North Taunton who regularly use the
Nerrolls Drive area.
Did you know....?
· Speed is still one of the main factors in fatal road collisions.
· In 2011, 3,267 people in the UK were killed or seriously injured in collisions where speed was a factor.
· The risk of death is approximately four times higher when a pedestrian is hit at 40mph than at 30mph.
· Fatal collisions are four times as likely on rural/urban roads compared with the motorway network.
· An average of 5 people will die and 65 people will be seriously injured every day on the UK's roads owing to
speed related collisions.
For more information about the Community Speed Watch Scheme and how you can get involved - see Page 22.
Email: ssntauntonurbanandrural@avonandsomerset.police.pnn.uk
Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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Changes
Unisex Hair Salon

Professional Stylists
Specialising in Cut &
Colour
Friendly Relaxed
Atmosphere
Competitive Prices
Free Parking

CYPRUS HOLIDAY HOME
Lovely 2 bedroom home
in

5 min walk to village
All amenities including
sky TV & dishwasher

Tel: 01823 412776
15a School Road,
Monkton Heathfield,
Taunton
petjac4.wix. com/propertytala

HAND AND FOOT
NAIL CUTTING SERVICE

DAVE BAKER
For all your
GARDEN REQUIREMENTS

*Fencing
*Hedge Cutting
*Drives *Walls *Paths
*Patios
Competitive Rates
Free estimates
Tel: 01278 662238
Mob: 07796658721

by
QUALIFIED EXPERIENCED
NAIL TECHNICIAN
Home Visits £15
Lynne Newton
Tel: 01823
259808 Mobile:
07850437994

davebakerlandscapingservices.co.uk.

Messrs. E White & Son
(Taunton) Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
138/139 East Reach, Taunton
Tel. Taunton 272183
(Day & Night Assistance)
Family Funeral Directors
for Three Generations

BABTEC MEMBER - CITY & GUILDS - IIHHT

Bathpool Chiropractic Clinic
152 Bridgwater Road
Bathpool, Taunton, TA2 8BJ
(200 yards along from Taunton Land
Rover/Jaguar on A38)
Come and see one of our BCA &
GCC registered Chiropractors,
specialising in:
·Back Pain
·Muscle and joint pain
·Neck and shoulder pain
·Sports injuries
·Migraines
·Arthritis support
·Headaches
·Hip/knee/ankle/foot problems
Treatments include spinal and
extremity manipulations, mobilisation,
remedial massage, dry needling and
posture and lifestyle advice.
Call 01823 412489
to book your appointment or a free 15
minute consultation.
www.chiropractorbristoltaunton.co.uk
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S A T for Dogs
(DOG COACHING, TRAINING AND
REHABILITATION)

What is the
Community Speed
Watch Scheme?

Life skill classes for dogs

Little Paws Classes – starting Spring 2014
Thurloxton Village Hall
The Life Skills puppy training classes have been
developed with an emphasis on preventing common
behaviour problems and helping your dog to be well
behaved. These skills will be incorporated into daily life
so time spent training your dog is reduced. This will of
course require consistency and commitment from you as
an owner, but once the habits of interacting are
established it will become a natural way of living with
your dog. The initial “Little Paws” 6 week course will
help you to understand the concepts, learn skills and
integrate them into your lifestyle. The Life Skills have
been developed to match the perspective of the dog and
will seek to ensure that what the puppy is learning is put
into practice.
The Life Skills that will be built into the training classes
include for the puppy:
1. I Have Confidence
2. I Like Surprises
3. I Like to be Touched
4. I Have Self Control and Can Tolerate Frustration
5. I Can Be Calm
6. I Know The Rules
7. I Can Listen
8. I Have Good Manners
9. I Can Make the Right Choice
10. I am Allowed to Be a Dog
The course costs £75 for a 6 week course which
includes a Karen Pryor Clicker and an agenda for each
week which combine to provide a structured programme
which addresses the 10 Life Skills.
The course is designed for puppies 12 to 20 weeks and
a maximum of 6 puppies will be booked on each course.
It will be taught by staff with qualifications and
experience in the field of animal behaviour and training.
All puppies will need to be fully vaccinated and
certificates will be inspected on the first week.

Community Speed Watch
gives local people the ability
to actively get involved in road safety.
· A Community Speed Watch can be set up in any
village, small town, or urban area, governed by
either a 30 or 40 miles per hour speed limit, to
discourage drivers and motorcyclists from driving
faster than the set speed limit.
· Community Speed Watch is a partnership
between the Community, the Police, Fire Service,
Parish Council, and County Council, with an aim
to tackle the problem of speeding motorists,
therefore improving the quality of life of the local
residents.
· A Speed Watch consists of local residents, who
are willing to volunteer a small amount of time
each week to monitor speeds with speed
detection equipment
· Persistent offenders will receive a second warning
letter, and on a third occasion, offenders can
expect further action by police.
· At present there are in excess of 100 Community
Speed Watch schemes successfully running
within the Avon and Somerset area.
If you feel that Community Speed Watch could
help to improve your quality of life, please make
contact with your local Neighbourhood Policing
Team, who will assist in the implementation of a
Community Speed Watch.

Book Now: enquiries nutley1@btinternet.com.
Mobile: 07717893087

Business survey
Our aim is to support and assist businesses across
Taunton Deane to set up, grow, develop and prosper.
In order to be able to do this successfully and target
our time and resource we need to know what
businesses are out there and the support they require
whatever their size.
Therefore please assist us by taking a few moments to
fill in our survey at the following web address
http://tinyurl.com/pvsyakp
Alternatively if you would like a hard copy please
contact Hattie Winter, Economic Development Lead
Officer on 01823 356485 or email
h.winter@tauntondeane.gov.uk

Hattie Winter
Economic Development Lead Officer
Tel: 01823 356485
Ext: 2410
www.tauntondeane.gov.uk
We are holding an event to help local businesses
know about, apply for and win local procurement
contracts. It is being held at Somerset County
Cricket Club in the County Room on March 26th
and starts at 8:00am. Refreshments will be
provided! For more information and to register your
place please follow this
link:https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/winning-publicsector-contracts-tickets-10147923713
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WILLS
POWER OF ATTORNEY
PROPERTY TRUSTS
Phil Denison
Complete Estate Planning Service

·

Local
Professional
Competitive
Free Consultation & Advice
Tel: 01823 410021
Mob: 07725567705

A.G. PURCHASE
ALCM, LLCM, FLCM

PIANO TUITION
Dodhill Green,
Nailsbourne
Taunton TA1 8AD
Tel:01823 451342

email: denisonphil@hotmail.com
Website: www.btwc.co.uk

1973

2013

MOT
WHILE YOU WAIT
CROFT GARAGE LTD

Monkton Heathfield
01823 412393
Repairs & Servicing
Free Collection & Delivery

A Stewart
Plumbing & Heating Services
FREE QUOTES
Call Ashley on 07590729084
GAS SAFE - BOILERS - CENTRAL
HEATING SYSTEMS BATHROOMS - WRAS UNVENTED HOT WATER
SYSTEMS
AND MUCH MORE ...

DISTINCTIVE MEMORIALS
BY
MANNING & KNIGHT
Also added inscriptions and maintenance
work on
existing memorials
164A Kingston Road
TAUNTON 275755

Hill Farm offers
friendly and
comfortable
accommodation, with great home
cooked, locally produced food. Enjoy the
tranquil gardens and relax in the hot tub.
Newly available is the marquee site in our
top garden. The marquee site and gardens are available for special events –
ideal for the perfect country wedding. Your guests may wish to stay in one our
yurts, which bring a touch of luxury to eco friendly accommodation out in the
countryside.
Why not let us look after your extra guests at
family events?
Contact Tricia or Emma Cavill
Fax or Phone 01823 412 663
email cavill_hillfarm@yahoo.com
web sites: www.hillfarmwestmonkton.co.uk
and www.somersetyurts.co.uk

Alex Holley Flooring
For all your flooring requirements

Your local specialist for:
Carpet, Vinyl, Kardean,
Wood and Safety Flooring
Tel: 07734860724
Remember to tell advertisers that you saw their advert in the Village News
We depend on advertisers to cover all the costs, so that you get a FREE copy of the News
Copy deadline for May - June 2014 is 1st April 2014
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Groves Electrical Services
All aspects of electrical work for
Domestic and Commercial Properties:
· Free estimates and call out available
· Electrical Installation Condition
Report 2012 ,PAT testing
· Fault finding and repair
· Fuse board
upgrades/changes,
· Additional light/power points
(Internal/external)
· Extensions to full re-wires
Based in Creech St.Michael, Taunton.
Contact Paul on 07796903447 or
01823442295
Email: groves.electrcal@hotmail.co.uk

R A WICKS LTD
Fireplace Showroom
Chimneys Relined & New Build
Suppliers & Installers of
Woodburning & Multi-fuel Stoves
Clapper Hay
Church Street, Merriott TA16 5PR

Tel: 0146074612
Email: rawicks@lineone.net

www.wicksheating.co.uk

IAN THOMAS AIP, RP
Plumbing & Heating Services
4 Vicarage Lawns
Creech St Michael
TA3 5EZ
Telephone: 01823 444332
Mobile: 07885829858.
www.ianthomasplumbing.co.uk

SOM
E

Napit Part P Registered - Full Scope

Sibleys
Gardening and
Landscaping

TEAM

Oak Furniture
Best Quality and Prices

All types of gardening and
landscape work undertaken.
Organic and eco-friendly
gardening.
Planning, preperation and
planting of beds,
borders and pots.
Trees, hedges and
shrubs supplied and/or
planted.
Lawn treatments and
improvements, turfing, pavings or
mulches laid.
Seasonal repairs, clearing,
prunning, strimming and tidying.
A friendly and personal service. For
free advice, planning or a quotation
call
Mike
on
01278
663441/
07930383390.

Dining, Living & Bedroom
10% discount with this ad
Visit our website for full brochure
or call today to arrange an
appointment to view our display

Clive Anthony Design
01823 444622
Email:info@cliveanthonydesign.co.uk
www.cliveanthonydesign.co.uk

MONKTON HEATHFIELD
STORES
15 School Road
Tel: 01823 412436
Monday to Saturday
6:30 am - 9:00 pm

DÉCOR 8 with Atlas

Sunday 6:30 am - 2:00 pm
& 4:00 - 9:00 pm

Home & Property
Maintenance
For all your painting,
decorating, carpentry
& maintenance
requirements

Newspaper Deliveries
ATM Cash Machine
Wool & Haberdashery
Groceries & Sweets
Off Licence & Tobacco
Greetings Cards
Fresh Bread & Vegetables
Hot Pasties
Home Delivery
Monogram Machine
Photocopying
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Contact Bob on
01823 413510
or
07790 812327
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N & V HANLON
QUALITY BUILDERS
& DECORATORS
UPVCU SPECIALIST
Interior/Exterior, Wallpapering, Tiling, Glazing,
Artexing, Insurance Approved. House & Commercial
CARPENTRY/PLASTERING/COMPLETE ROOFING WORKS
WINDOWS - DOORS - FACIAS CONSERVATORIES

Tel: Office 01278 427303 or 01823 272281
Mobile 07872001141
Email: nandvhanlon@yahoo.co.uk
Free Estimates

A vintage Tea Room located
next to the beautiful 14c
Church of St Mary in
Bishops Lydeard
OPEN: Tuesday - Saturday
10am to 4:30pm
Also
Private Functions &
Outside Catering Available

Cream Teas
Home-made cakes
Light Lunches
v Pretty Things

5 Church Street, Bishops Lydeard, TA4 3AT
www.daisycottagecatererers.co.uk
Tel: 01823 491280, 01823 617098, 07757770224 email: dcmarker@hotmail.com

FOR ADVICE ON

DIGITAL TV
contact:

JOHN MORLEY
01823 413980
TV tuning and set up
Freeview Recorders supplied & installed
TV, Video & DVD Repairs
5 Mead Way, Monkton Heathfield

CLS ACCOUNTANCY
SERVICES
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Book keeping
VAT Returns
Payroll
Sales invoicing
Management Accounts
Year End Accounts
Cashflow Forecasts
Company Secretarial

All at competitive rates,
16 years experience,
References available.

LANDSCAPING
Patios
Driveways
Artificial Lawns
Decking
Walls & Fencing
Garden Maintenance
· Lawns - Seeding and Turfing

Contact: Nigel Roper

Tel: 01823 252023

www.englishgardenco.co.uk

M.R HOLMAN
CARPENTRY & BUILDING
GREENWAY, MONKTON HEATHFIELD

DOORS, WINDOWS, STAIRCASES, FLOORING & FITTED WARDROBES
*

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & RENOVATIONS
*

Call Clare on 07919
655378 or email
clare.cls@btinternet.com
to arrange a free initial
meeting to discuss your
accounting
requirements.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
*

EXTENSIONS & LOFT CONVERSIONS
*

KITCHEN DESIGN & INSTALLATION
*

SPECIALISTS IN CUSTOM BUILT UPVC CONSERVATORIES

FOR QUALITY, VALUE & SERVICE PLEASE CALL

01823 413506
mrh4@live.co.uk

07885114221
www.mrholman.co.uk

For professional legal advice with:
Wills
Trusts
Powers of Attorney
Court of Protection
Tax &Estate Planning
Probate & Estate Administration
Buying & Selling your home
Family
Agriculture
Please contact Rachael Crocker or Marguerite Tucker
members of our Private Client Team at Pardoes,
Creech Castle, Bathpool, Taunton TA1 2DX
Call: 01823 446237

Cabinetmaker
Carpenter
Joiner
Wood Carver
39 years experience

www.pardoes.co.uk

The Village News is Printed by the Print Department at Somerset College, Taunton
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FREE ITEMS/ITEMS FOR SALE/WANTED

RIVERSIDE BUTCHERS
“Meat to please you,
Pleased to meat you”

ITEMS FOR SALE - items up to £50 in value are included.
We do not make any charge for this service and take no
responsibility for the quality or safety of the items advertised.
If you would like to include something in this section please
contact Lorna Walters on 01823 412017 or
lc.walters@tiscali.co.uk

Suppliers of high quality
local produce
Local Beef, Pork, Lamb,
Veal, Poultry and Game
Award Winning Homemade
Sausages, Pies, Faggots,
Bacon and Black Pudding
Home Cooked Meats

For Sale:
·

Several new Eastex articles for sale – sizes 18 and 20:
Blouses and skirts and 1 anorak. Never worn.
£15 - £25 each
01823 412797

Free delivery
when you spend £25 or more
Supplying to the public and catering trade

The Monkton Players
The Monkton Players are well into
rehearsals
for
their
Spring
production ‘Happy Acres’, a
comedy by H. Connolly.
It may be advertised as ‘A Quality
Establishment’ but Happy Acres health farm is far from that.
The domineering Mrs Comley and her sidekick Sam, the odd
job man, are in charge of the worn out and tired buildings.
Sam is running a moonshine whisky still from the garden shed.
They both spend their time trying to relieve the clientele of
pounds, not from their waists but from their wallets.
Mrs Comely, in cahoots with Madame ‘O’, the struck off
hypnotist, allows the inmates to indulge in a spot of ‘harmless
hypnotics’.
Happy Acres will be performed at West Monkton Village Hall
on March 27th, 28th and 29th , curtain up at 8:00 p.m.
Tickets will be available on our website
www.monktonplayers.co.uk also on 08448700887, at
Monkton Heathfield Stores, at Taunton Tourist Information
Centre or on the door.
Prices £7 or £6 concessions. There is a reduction of £1 per

Tel: 01823 289097
Riverside Place, St James Street, Taunton
www.riversidebutchers.co.uk
Featured on thebestoftaunton.co.uk

Dave Terrell
PLUMBING & HEATING
Tel: 01823 413438 Mob: 07811166829
www.daveterrell.co.uk
email: dave@daveterrell.co.uk
45 Farriers Green,
Monkton Heathfield TA2 8PP

·
·
·
·
·

New Central Heating Systems &
Upgrades
General Plumbers
Complete Bathroom Installations
Approved Gas Installer
Free Estimates
Boiler Repairs & Servicing

Quality Workmanship

Young Voices

ticket for those paid for before Thursday 27th March.

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICES
The mobile library service visits every four weeks – as follows:
ROUTE K will call at the Village Hall on Wednesdays
from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. on:
12th March, 9th April, 7th May
You can find information about this service at
www.librarieswest.org.uk, or by phoning

Can’t get to a Library? Can we help?
Did you know that anyone living in Somerset who is unable to visit a library
can receive a free home delivery service? The Royal Voluntary Service
(formerly the WRVS) and Somerset County Council’s Libraries Service are
working in partnership to deliver books, DVDs and talking books from your
local library. The service is available to anyone who cannot easily visit a
library.
The Home Library Service Manager will match you to a local volunteer, who
will pick up your books from the library and deliver them to you at a time
that suits you. For more information contact us on 08453459177

West Monkton Primary School Choir at the
Young Voices event in Birmingham.
NATIONAL BLOOD DONOR SERVICE

There are no local Blood Donor sessions in
March or April
For further details ring 08457711711 or go online
at www.blood.co.uk
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NIGEL DAVIES
Painter and Decorator
293 Cheddon Road. Taunton
Mon-Fri (8 am to 5:45 pm)
50 weeks of the year
For children 3 months to
school age
Fully qualified staff
Excellent Ofsted report
Accepts Nursery Vouchers
‘Offering a secure, stimulating and
fun filled home environment for the
best start in life’
For more information please contact:

High Quality Interior and
Exterior Work
Friendly and Professional
Service
Competitive Rates
All Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Private and Commercial
Work Undertaken

Tel: 01823 277026
Mob: 07915 061314

Ruth West on 01823 288681

R.T. SYMONS

J Warman Carpentry &
Property Maintenance
Doors, skirtings, built in
wardrobes, cupboards etc

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
PAINTING DECORATING
COVING - CARPENTRY
14 Stoke Road,
Taunton TA1 3EJ
01823 252094
or 07795 180509

Traditional Quality
Men’s Wear
Ranges include 60 chest and waist

TEL: 01823 412721
Mobile: 07734307887
Local, friendly service by
qualified carpenter

Small jobs welcome

70 Station Road
Taunton TA1 1NX

Tel/Fax: 01823 333169
E-mail: enquiries@gurds.co.uk
www.gurds.co.uk

Cumbrian Holiday Home

3-bedroom dormer bungalow
In the picturesque village of Beckermet
overlooking tranquil countryside.
Enclosed garden with lawn & patio
areas, fully equipped,
sleeps up to 9.
Easy access to the Western Fells
& Lakes, Georgian town of Whitehaven
& St Bees Beach.
Village pubs
in a short walking distance.
Pets are welcome
Discounts available
by quoting ref. WN2013

For details contact Corinne on
07527890378
or corinne.stbees@hotmail.co.uk

Landscaping &
Garden Services
Garden Maintenance
Lawn & Hedge cutting
Patios / Paving
Fencing / Pergolas
Decking / Turfing
Ponds / Water Features
Call Patrick on: 01823 213316

www.cutnocorners.com
> Fully Insured
> Registered Waste Carrier
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Donations for Somerset’s Flood Victims – Can you help?
Community Council for Somerset (CCS) is working to support communities
and individuals affected by the ever-rising flood waters across our county. As
an organisation we know the issues facing rural communities on a daily basis
and our Village Agents are at the “frontline”, living with the increasingly
difficult situations and daily challenges the flood waters bring.
CCS has received offers of help in many forms and is extremely appreciative of the generosity of both local
people and those from across the country. However, as welcome as they are - donations of supplies,
clothing, toys and other items bring another set of problems; storage and transport. The best way to help
is by making a financial contribution to support people in the immediate crisis and the aftermath.
To get a real understanding of the farming crisis here in Somerset follow @westyeo and @southwestfarm
on twitter, just two examples of the tragic farms giving live updates of their situations. If you can help in a
practical way with offers of bedding, feed, forage or transport for livestock then please call 01278 410278
first to arrange deliveries. Sedgemoor Auction centre at J24, postcode TA6 6DF.
You can make a real difference today. Help the individuals and rural businesses living in flooded rural
communities.
Online donations: http://www.justgiving.com/Somerset-Community-Found-Flood-Appeal
Text donations to NOAH95 £10 to 70070 or any amount you feel happy to donate
Or send a cheque: Somerset Community Foundation, Yeoman House, Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4
6QN.
You can also download a promotional poster to support the campaign and spread the word, visit:
http://www.somersetcf.org.uk/index.php?page=somerset-emergency-flood-relief-fund .
Katherine Armstrong the Chief Executive of CCS said: “CCS has such close links with rural communities;
the extent of the damage goes much further than the physical. We know that our networks and others living
in rural communities across the UK will understand the nature of the crisis and the need for financial help.
Have you had trouble getting to work? Or were you worried about getting home after a long day? Spare a
thought for those families, businesses and individuals completely underwater, unable to leave their home
or even get to their homes, those who have lost their businesses, jobs, etc. Please donate and help. The
smallest donations will go further than you think.”
CCS has been working with the Somerset Community Foundation to ensure that money gets to those that
need it as quickly as possible. For example Somerset Community Foundation (SCF) has helped support:
Mr and Mrs H are both pensioners living with disabilities. Their bungalow flooded just after Christmas, and
their septic tank has since overflowed into their property. They have had to move out into temporary
accommodation. They received a
£250 emergency relief grant from
Somerset Community Foundation
within 24 hours of applying. It has
meant they could afford to stay in
more comfortable temporary
accommodation suited to their needs.
Every day they return to their home to
make sure everything is fine. They
have lived like this for 5 weeks, and
there is no end in sight.
Justin Sargent Chief Executive of
SCF said: “We are proud to be able
to work alongside other voluntary
sector partners like the Community
Council for Somerset. Their village
agents have been exceptionally
important in the communities at this
most difficult of time, and amongst
other vital work, they have enabled us
A photo of the floods taken by Bob Pettit. Looking from the top of Fivehead Hill
to target our funds to those who need
towards Burrowbridge
them most.”

And Finally ...

People who say they sleep like a baby usually don’t have one.
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