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Useful Names and Telephone Numbers
Rector: Rev. Mary Styles - 01823 451189
The Vicarage, Kingston St Mary, TA2 8HW
Associate Vicar half-time: Rev Jim Cox - 01823 333377
Churchwarden: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
P.C.C Secretary: Samm Barge - 07976415337
P.C.C Treasurer: David Cooke Captain of Bell ringers: Pearl Jeanes - 412804
Church Flower Organiser: Angela Dill - 412395
Mothers’ Union: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
Benefice Office: Michele Hardiman - 01823 451257
Parish Council Clerk: Amy Shepherd - 01823 412922

clerk@westmonkton.net
PC Assistant Clerk: Tricia Cavill - 01823 413524

assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net
PC Chairman: Stuart Haskins - 07824410997

stuarthaskins@westmonkton.net
West Monkton Primary School Head:
James Blackmore - 01823 412582
Heathfield Community School Head:
Peter Hoare - 01823 412396
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 01823 414141
Taunton Deane Community Transport:
01823 331266 Mon-Fri. 9 am to 4 pm (Slinky Bus
24hrs notice).
Village Hall:
Telephone, incoming calls only - 01823 412068
Booking Officer: Mrs Lyn Batt Tel: 01823 412089
Chairman: Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Vice Chairman: Colin Bentley Tel: 01823 413193
BACH (Brittons Ash Community Hall)
Chairman: Barry Gage 07752723311
barrygage125@btinternet.com
Booking Officer: Maggie Little 01823 323662

bachbookings@westmonkton.net
Useful E-Mail addresses & websites:
Community Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk
Parish Council Website: www.westmonkton.net
Litter Hotline: 01823 356356
Village Agent: Linda Burton
Mobile: 07931018019
Email: linda@somersetrcc.org.uk
Benefice Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-BeneficeWest-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfieldchurches-242102696183594/
Benefice website: www.southquantockbenefice.org.uk
Police Contact numbers:
Non emergency telephone 101
Emergency 999
To keep up to date on what’s been happening in our area,
you can followpolice social media pages:
Twitter @ASPWestSom @ASPolice
Facebook If you have any queries, the team can be
contacted at:
SomWestNPTTaunton@avonandsomerset.police.uk

PCSO Tony Wearmouth 8413 07889 655312
PCSO Steve Chapman 9981

Regular Events at West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE
Slimming World
Mondays
09:00 - 11:00
Phoenix Camera Club
Mondays
19:00 - 22:00
Pilates
Tuesdays
09:30 - 10:30
Brownies
Tuesdays (except school holidays)
18:00 - 19:30
Model Boat Club
Once a month on a Tuesday
19:30 - 21:30
Monkton Players
Tuesdays
20:00 - 22:00
Badminton
Tuesdays 14:00 - 15:00, Wednesdays 20:00 - 22:00
Yoga
Wednesdays
09:30 - 10:45
National Childbirth Trust
Wednesdays
10:00 - 12:00
Fitness for Fun
Wednesdays
18:00 - 19:00
Bizzy Boots Line Dancing
Wednesdays
19:00 - 21:45
Writers Club
Wednesdays (except first in month)
19:15 - 21:15
Pilates
Thursdays
18:30 - 19:30
Coffee Morning (Ladies and Gents)
Thursdays
10:00 - 11:30
Monkton Evening WI
Fourth Thursday of the month
17:30 - 19:30
Ladies Afternoon Tea
Third Thursday of the month
14:30 - 16:30
Trams & Light Railways
Once a month on a Saturday
13:30 - 16:30
Hardy Plant Society, Somerset Group
Once every month on a Saturday
10:30 - 13:00
South West Orchid Society
Once a month on a Sunday
14:00 - 17:00
SGI Buddhist Group
Second Sunday of the month
10:00 - 12:30
‘O’ Gauge Model Railways
Quarterly on a Sunday
09:00 - 17:00
For more information please contact Joyce Keyte on

Tel: 01823 412294
Village News:
Please forward information for the next edition to the
Associate Editors, Lorna Walters, Tel. 01823 412017
lc.walters33@btinternet.com
Dawn Watts, Tel. 01823 412201 dawnwattsdk@yahoo.co.uk
Village News Treasurer Ken Jones
Distribution of the Village News is organised by: Barry
Gage, Maggie & Gordon Little and David Pearson.
Submissions to Village News may be made by e-mail or by
hard copy. Please ask for a receipt to your e-mail to ensure
that it arrives. Items submitted will be subjected to editing if
necessary. The deadline for submissions for the May - June
2021 Village News is 1st April 2021.
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Somerset Woods Tree Planting
Somerset Wood – WW1 Commemorative Tree Planting
within the Maidenbrook Country Park, near Yallands Hill.
1,200 sapling trees and shrubs were delivered midDecember 2020 and require planting out by early March
2021. Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish initially invited those
who could walk to the site from within their Parish to
begin planting: within four weeks over 400 saplings
have been planted. This is a magnificent effort and we
are very grateful to every volunteer.
The Covid lockdown announced in early January is
disappointing for everyone, but we managed to secure
Health & Safety permissions to continue planting in a
socially distanced manner which counts as the daily
exercise. Volunteers from West Monkton and the
immediate area are now being invited and are welcome
to assist us with this task.
Please contact Jo Pearson, Parish Clerk for Cheddon
Fitzpaine clerk@cfpc.co.uk 07891529809 to offer to
help.
Planting days are every Saturday, and some Tuesdays;
weather dependent of course. We can have 12 adult
volunteers only on each session – from 10 a.m. to noon,
though we are on site from 9 a.m. for early birds! Please
let us know of alternate dates and we will try to
accommodate. Once the planting is done by early
March, there will be ongoing maintenance throughout the
year. We would be happy to allocate areas in order that
families or groups can take ownership and pride in ‘their’
row of trees.
Please bring own spades, and work gloves; very warm
clothes as there is no shelter on site, and refreshments
as appropriate. There is a portaloo on site, medical kit,
and portable defibrillator.
The idea is to have fun, and stay only for as long as you
are able; one tree, or ten, we are grateful for your
support.
Jo Pearson

Something To Look Forward To!
The Monkton Inn will be Celebrating
Christmas in July
on 25th July this year
As obviously 2020 Christmas was a bit of a non
event for many of us, Val and Pete at The
Monkton Inn have decided to celebrate an ‘extra
Christmas’ in July!
Keep the date free if you want to enjoy roast
turkey, sprouts and all the trimmings on a sunny
summer day.

More details will follow in the May/June edition.

Cheddon & West
Monkton Film Club

Our report in the previous Village News
confidently suggested that we would recommence screenings in March, the anniversary
of the cancellations starting in March 2020. Little
did we know!
We now have another lockdown, the prevalence
of new virus strain, rules to stay at home and
socialising returning online with Zoom and similar.
The forecasts for relaxing rules are many, varied
and unreliable as it is difficult to accurately predict
reductions in the infection rates. A huge bonus is
vaccination but until the time when most of the
population has received the jabs, then we must
still follow the COVID rules as it is likely that the
virus will still be out there.
So, a March screening is on hold and maybe
even to the end of our season in May. A new
season start in October with all our usual facilities
could be preferable. Whatever the outcome, we
can organise a screening with two-weeks’ notice
and e-mail all our friends with details, we have
170 e-mail addresses.
In the meantime, follow the guidance and stay
safe at home.

Matt & Lisa from the Co-op volunteering in the woods

One day, we will meet again!
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Somerset Birds
Of necessity my birding just now is local and takes in
the Bridgwater & Taunton Canal near my house. I
share the towpath with a variety of other users,
walkers, dog walkers, cyclists and joggers and it
never ceases to amaze me just how oblivious many
of these are to the wildlife around them. Engage
some in conversation and many will tell you they
have yet to see a Kingfisher, yet I see this brilliant
and striking bird during almost all my visits. On one
occasion a lady told me how much she would love
to see one and I found it hard to tell her she had just
walked past an easily visible bird. Happily for her we
tracked it down.

Kingfisher

Admittedly, although the Kingfisher is without doubt
brilliantly coloured, it can, despite this, be quite
difficult to see when quietly fishing, peering intently
into the water below seeking the slightest movement.
Often your view as it darts past low over the water
like a brilliant blue arrow is brief but unmistakable.
Folk are often surprised at how small this bird is. Our
only British representative of a large family of birds
ranging in size from the tiny tropical Pygmy
Kingfisher to the crow sized Kookaburra of
Australasia, our bird is little bigger than a sparrow. It
is, however, unmistakable with a red underside and
brilliant azure blue upper parts, a small white chin
and long, dagger like beak, all dark in the male.
Happily Kingfishers are doing well locally. Generally
milder winters have certainly helped as they cannot
cope with icy conditions. These cause high mortality
although some birds survive by moving to the coast.
Perhaps surprisingly, at least experienced birds can
fish in muddy turbulent water by watching for small
surface ripples so flooding, while not ideal, seems
less of a problem. Along the canal there appear to be
at least four territories between Cogload and Creech
St Michael with regular birds west to Taunton. Nor
are they unusual in small streams within the town.
The Tone also has a good population, and birds do
turn up even on garden ponds and, on occasion, well
away from water.
Like Herons, Kingfishers are patient hunters, and if
undisturbed will stay motionless on a perch for

several minutes scanning for prey. They will
sometimes hover but prefer not to as this expends
more energy. When a fish is sighted it is captured by
a swift dive and plunge. Remarkably a Kingfisher’s
vision can compensate for light refraction in the water
enabling it to locate the fish precisely, although the
target is still often missed. After capture small fish
are whacked against a branch to stun them, then
juggled so the head end is swallowed first, flattening
any spines.
Despite their aquatic life Kingfishers are not
waterproof and have to exit the water rapidly then
preen. It is a trick the fledglings have to learn quickly
and, sadly many drown before mastering the art. In
fact few Kingfishers live beyond their first breeding
season and young birds in particular face many
hazards. Predation is a factor and brilliant plumage is
no help in evading Sparrowhawks, for example, and
ironically, sometimes even fish. Large Pike have
been known to take diving Kingfishers.
But the biggest challenge youngsters face is
starvation. Many do not develop the fishing skills
essential for survival quickly enough and so perish.
In compensation Kingfishers rear large families. Two
or even three broods a year are normal and adults
can raise as many as fifteen chicks in a season. Only
a few need survive to maintain the numbers.
Pollution of rivers and small streams led to a steady
decline during the last century but improvements
here have stabilised the population. The last decade
has seen an increase, and hopefully this striking and
popular bird now has a future as bright as its
plumage.

Sand Martins

The Sand Martin, a smaller and duller relative of the
Swallow, is one of our earliest summer visitors and
by mid-March should be here in some numbers.
Durleigh Reservoir is a good place to see often large
flocks hawking low over the water. By April a flood of
other migrants from Africa should be arriving. May
they bring with them the hope of better days ahead.
Brian Hill
Somerset Ornithological Society welcomes people
whatever their level of interest in birds.. Please contact
me on 01823 442198 for further details or visit
www.somersetbirds.org. Our meetings programme will
resume when circumstances allow.
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The Church Window Mystery
A piece of History
Back in 1827 the Church of St. Augustine, West
Monkton, purchased four new window panels for
installation over the Altar at the East End of the
Sanctuary. The windows were painted glass using a
new technique of enamelling on glass developed by
Charles and Thomas Gray of Gray’s Inn Road,
London.
In 1883, during the Victorian restoration, the
Sanctuary was enlarged and a new memorial
window to Rector Kinglake installed at the East End
which is still in situ today. The painted windows were
transferred to the West Window in the Tower, three
in the bottom row and the fourth centrally in the
second row.
100 years later
Over the next
100 years the
windows,
subjected to
weather from
the South
West,
gradually
deteriorated
with corrosion
to the iron
frames
loosening
some of the
glass. The
devastating
storm of 1987
finally blew the
windows out
damaging
them as they
crashed to the
stone floor
below.
Various
unsuccessful
attempts were
made to repair
the damage
with the
objective of
putting the
windows on
display and
eventually in
1997 the
panels along
with some
Victorian
wooden carved
screens were
disposed of to
an

Architectural
Salvage
company.
Regrettably
all
transactions
of the
disposal and
subsequent
sale were
not saved.
Today
In 2005 a
complete
survey of the
church
furnishings
and fittings
was made
and we were
informed
anonymous
ly that two of
the painted
panels had
been
purchased
and restored
by a glass
collector.
Moving on to
2020 an
email was
received at
the Benefice
Office from
the collector
stating that
they would
be downsizing and
moving and
would West
Monkton like
the two
panels
returned? On condition that the panels will be
displayed in the Church, the offer has been accepted.
The two panels are ‘Our Lord wearing his Crown of
Thorns’ and ‘Our Lord’s Ascension’, the fate of the
other two panels is unknown. A project has been
approved locally but various procedures and
permissions set by the Diocese have yet to be
completed.
Progress of the project will be reported in later editions
of the Village News.
Chris Dalton
January 2021
These are black and white reproductions of the
beautiful, delicately coloured windows.
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South Quantock Benefice
office@southquantockbenefice.org.uk

Easter is NOT cancelled!
Like many people in this last year, most of my
family celebrations have been cancelled – I’m still
working my way through the (now) frozen food I
bought for our “family Christmas” – I spent a recent
“big” birthday entirely on my own – and am
yearning to have some fun with family and friends
again. But despite the media headlines – my
birthday and Christmas weren’t cancelled – they
were simply different.
As I write, I’m hearing similar media headlines
again – “will Easter be cancelled?” – I don’t know
what state of lock-down or freedom we will have on
4th April – but I do know that I will be celebrating
Easter – that most pivotal moment in the Christian
calendar – in some way.
We know that the early Christians didn’t have
freedom to hold public worship – they found a way,
anyway. We know that millions of Christians
around the world today are not free to worship –
and yet they find some way to mark Easter – even
if it is just with a single grain of rice and a drop of
wine, on their own, in a prison cell (as I read
recently in a biography of a persecuted Christian).
Throughout the pandemic we, in the South
Quantock Benefice, have been working hard to
keep to the government guidance – and to find
ways to celebrate each Sunday as we are able,
whether on-line or in the church building. Many of
us have had all sorts of excellent ideas for on-line

South Quantock Benefice
Please Note:
services are dependent on (changing) government
guidance for public worship.
For up to date information please check with the
Benefice Office or our website:
https://southquantockbenefice.org.uk/
Main worship is currently on "Zoom" at
10.30am each Sunday – though we have also
been offering a said service at one of the churches
each Sunday – check website for times.
If you have any questions or concerns please be in
touch.
Unless you are exempt, face masks MUST be
worn in church.
We are following government guidance (eg on
social distancing, the celebration and distribution of
Holy Communion and not singing during worship).

parties, quizzes and games to help us mark the yearly
milestones – we are all finding ways to adapt, even if
we would prefer to go back to how things were before.
The people of God have always had to deal with
change and living in an uncomfortable present – for
many years, the Israelites were nomadic, running from
slavery in Egypt they wandered, pitching camp and
only worshipping as they could in the circumstances.
The Bible says that God travelled with them in these
times, His presence understood through signs – and
symbolically also living in a tent that the Israelites
carried with them. New Testament Christians faced
prejudice and deportation, Jesus promised He would
never leave them – that promise continues today.
We had got so used to our freedom to attend church
that perhaps we had forgotten God travels with us –
perhaps He’s much more ready to camp and move on
than we are?
So, Lent and Easter 2021 are by no means cancelled –
different, perhaps. No one on earth has the power to
cancel our personal celebration of the greatest
moment in history – when Jesus rose from the dead –
permitting us to draw close to God in a way that no
human had been able to do before. Whether stuck at
home, out in nature, or in the church building this year,
we can still say those earth-shattering words: “Alleluia,
Christ is risen!”
From Rev Mary

Church Buildings Open for Private Prayer
(we will update as changes allow – see website for
any changes)
Kingston: Wednesdays 2pm - 4pm and Sundays
11am – 1pm
Broomfield, Cheddon & West Monkton Open daily
We are currently still offering the following:
· Live Sunday 10:30am ‘Zoom’ services – please
contact us for details
! Weekly news-sheet with readings, short reflection
etc
! To be added to our weekly news-sheet mailing list
contact Michele:
office@southquantockbenefice.org.uk or see the
website for links
! We hope to be able to offer Holy Week and
Easter services but at the time of preparing this
(1st Feb) the situation is unknown so please check
our website or email the office.
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Bags of Joy
Eve and
Elsie
Ryder
helped
Rev
Tracey
put
together some Christmas
activities and videos for
children called "Bags of
joy" - here's Megan with
her bag and the angel
she made.

West Monkton Primary School
More News
On Martin Luther King Day Upper Key Stage 2 pupils
wrote some speeches of their own…

Magic Potions! Year 3 have been
trying to impress our resident witch,
Granny Wobneb, with an afternoon
of potion making both at home and
at school to tie in with our CLL
work. We explored how the density
and structure of liquids can produce
an amazing and almost magical
effect when mixed together!

West Monkton Church
100 Club Prizewinners
The January draw was held on
Friday 8th January
First Prize: £89.00 Won by Norman
Cavill
Second Prize: £44.50 Won by Anya Strehle
The sum of £311.50 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 89.
The February draw was held on 5th February
First Prize: £89.00 was won by Loretta McHugh
Second Prize: £44.50 was won by Anthony &
Betty Stone
The sum of £311.50 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 89.
Congratulations to the winners! Your turn next
month? If you would like to join or hear more about
the 100 Club, please contact:
Kate Ayres 01823 413873
Copy deadline for May - June 2021 is 1st April 2021
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Bathpool Chapel
Genesis9:16-17 “Whenever

the rainbow appears
in the clouds, I will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and all
living creatures of every kind on the earth.”
So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I
have established between me and all life on the earth.”
Our Community and Pastoral work will be carrying on in
March and April, included driving our members to
appointments and hospital visits as well as helping with
shopping and in any other way that we can assist and
support. We keep in touch regularly by phone with those
who are sheltering or feeling lonely and care for our
small bubble of elderly people by providing meals and
company at the sacrifice of not being in our own family
bubbles, to protect each other from the virus.
Sunday Services at 3pm are well attended with our small
flock meeting in the Manse and the rest of our church
family on Zoom. We are joined regularly by lovely Spirit
filled men and women from up North and occasionally
from as far as Hong Kong and Pakistan.
We have a Bible study on Monday evenings, 5 pm to
6:30 pm, and the group will soon to be going through the
steps to freedom from the Freedom in Christ course. Led
by the Pastor, we have all experienced a time of sharing
some deep and personal revelation as prompted by the
Holy Spirit.
Pastor Naomi is also leading a service in Urdu on Friday
afternoons for Muslim converts and Pakistani Christians
from Dubai and Pakistan, with praise and worship as well
as teaching. 3pm to 5pm
There is going to be a new Bible study taking place on
alternate Saturday mornings which the Pastor will
facilitate. This is also in Urdu and in English. People will
be joining from areas around the country such as
Croydon, Slough, London and from Coventry via Zoom.
10am - 12noon As with all our Zoom meetings, please
contact the Pastor for ID number and password.
Our outside noticeboard situated on the pavement is
passed by many people and we endeavour to change it
regularly with uplifting, thought provoking and comforting
scripture verses as well as general information
concerning the Chapel.
As a part of B1 Church, Taunton Church of the Nazarene
has been actively involved in 28 Days of Strategic Prayer
Walking across our Town. Covering the Town with 1000
hours of Prayers in the Month of February.
Community Garden Last year what a joy it was during
our first Lockdown to sit in this garden and HEAR the
bees and birdsong. The weather was beautiful with
brilliant blue skies and the cleaner air was filled with
exquisite scent from the various flowering plants and
shrubs. Everything that has breath praised the Lord!! We
hope we will experience the same joy in March and April
2021 as we did last year.
The Chapel Doors are open, and Community Garden is
available for you to come and rest a little. “Forget the
former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing
a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”
(Isaiah43:19, NIV).
We wish you a safe and healthy springtime with the
Good News of a Saviour King who took our sins upon
Himself and suffered so that we would not have to, but
instead have life everlasting!
Blessings from Pastor Naomi and friends at Bathpool
Chapel

Hestercombe
A Glimpse into the Past
It has been very strange being part of such a small
team over the pandemic. Hestercombe as a site is
normally bubbling with people - staff, visitors,
volunteers, wedding guests, gallery visitors, shoppers
etc. The last few months have been much quieter,
and it got me wondering - perhaps this is the quietest
Hestercombe has ever been?
The Warre’s and the Portman’s would have had
plenty of staff. During the 2nd World War it was
bustling with American soldiers and in later life as the
fire brigade headquarters there would have been a
lot of action on site. I have been looking back at the
Portman era. In 1911 when E.W.B Portman died he
employed roughly 60 people across the house and
estate - including this impressive list of domestic
servants:
Frederick Coole — butler, aged 34
Claude Bradbury — valet, aged 27
Joseph Marshall — footman, aged 22
Henry Palmer — footman, aged 20
Albert Swanborough — hall boy, aged 16
Hannah Potter — housekeeper, aged 48
Elizabeth Robinson — lady’s maid, aged 70
Mary Roberts — cook, aged 39
Amelia Major — kitchen maid, aged 16
Mary Stevens — lady’s maid, aged 41
Susan Stagg – house maid, aged 31
Emily Child – house maid, aged 24
Rose Marsh – house maid, aged 21
Dorothy Colbourne – house maid, aged 19
Isabel Pile – laundry maid, aged 24
Katherine Pile – laundry maid, aged 21
Ada Poole – laundry maid, aged 19
Alice Wyatt – kitchen maid, aged 24
Alice Chater – scullery maid, aged 19
Nancy Miller – stillroom maid, aged 40
Agnes Young – stillroom maid, aged 20
There were 11 gardeners and also some young boys
who assisted the gardens team.
For some, work at Hestercombe was a job for life. I
thought I’d share a few of their stories with you.
Elizabeth Mary Robinson, Mrs. Portman’s loyal and
much loved lady’s maid, died on the 24th of
November 1913, aged 73. She was buried in
Cheddon Fitzpaine churchyard only a few feet away
from E.W.B., her grave marked with an elaborate
tombstone bearing the inscription: ‘Elizabeth Mary

Copy deadline for May - June 2021 is 1st April 2021
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also played a prominent role in the running of the
Hestercombe estate. The Portman chauffeur in 1911
was thirty-four-year-old William John Humphris who
had started working at Hestercombe c.1901 as a
groom before marrying Elizabeth Anne Cook, a
servant in the House, in 1905 and moving into a
cottage at Park Gate. Born in Northleach,
Gloucestershire, William had moved about frequently
with his father, John, a race horse trainer in
Hampshire, before settling in Somerset. William’s
grandfather, another John Humphris, also worked
with horses, becoming a coachman in Oxfordshire.
His uncle, Edward (‘Ted’) Humphris was ‘intimately
connected with the [Portman] family’, having worked
for Teddy and his household for almost 50 years.

Miss Elizabeth Mary Robinson (1840-1913), seated right with
Mrs. Blakey c.1905.

Robinson. This stone is placed by Constance Mary
Portman in Loving Memory of 50 Years’ Faithful
Service and Friendship.’ Elizabeth’s funeral at the
Church in Cheddon Fitzpaine, was attended ‘by
practically the whole staff of domestic and outdoor
servants of Hestercombe House and the Sundayschool children’ (from St. Mary’s Church).
The Humphris family, with their long tradition of
working first with horses, and later with motor cars,

Edward (‘Ted’) Humphris (1856-1924) with carthorse Tomasina,
1904.

The Head Gardener, Mr. Albert Hubbard, ‘late
Foreman at Blenheim Palace Gardens’ resided with
his family in the Gardener’s Cottage (c. 1896), now
‘Kirklands’, located below the Formal Garden and
east of the walled Kitchen Garden on what was then
known as Hestercombe Road.
The Portman butler, Frederick Coole, aged 34, lived
in Gotton Lodge (est. 1889) by the east entrance to
the estate from West Monkton, and Charles
Bessant, E. W. B.’s 46-year-old farm bailiff, lived at
Volis Farm to the north. At 327 acres (132 ha), Volis
was largest of Hestercombe’s three home farms, the
others being Yards (159 acres [64 ha]) and Gotton
(181 acres [73 ha]). The recently improved Volis was
worked by thirteen men: a herdsman, a shepherd, a
carter, nine general labourers, and a cowman.
Also living and working on the Estate at this time
were a carter, a chauffeur, a dairyman, a dairymaid,
motor groom, gamekeeper, horse groom, motor
driver, blacksmith, stableman, two engine (tractor)
drivers, and an electrical engineer. The motor groom
was 16-year-old George King who lived in a portion
of the stable block now occupied by the
Hestercombe Garden’s Shop. His modest four-room
lodging consisted of a kitchen, a small living room,
and two bedrooms — the loo was outside.
By 1939 and the onset of World War II the number of
servants working in the House had been reduced to
ten. Still, all sixty rooms remained in use. When Mrs.
Portman died on 4 May 1951, only twelve domestic
and estate workers remained on the entire property,
five of whom were gardeners.
Many staff dedicated their whole lives to
Hestercombe. Claude Bradbury worked at
Hestercombe for 52 years, starting as a Hall-boy,
then serving for nearly 40 years as Mrs. Portman’s
butler.
Fred Humphris worked at Hestercombe for 60 of his
70 years.
George Greedy, the house carpenter, was with the
family for nearly 40 years.
Times may have changed, and there’s no such thing
as a job for life these days, but there are a few of us
here putting in some good years!
So much history wrapped in one estate.
Claire Greenslade
Hestercombe Head gardener
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Parish Council Meetings and Parish Surgery
The Parish Council continues to meet virtually via
Zoom. Members of the public can still join the
meetings and information about how to do so is
included at the top of each meeting agenda. The
agenda are posted on the website and noticeboards.
Monthly Parish Surgery meetings also continue to
take place virtually. The time of Parish Surgery
meetings has been reviewed following a poll on the
Parish Council website. Parish Surgery meetings now
take place on the second Thursday of the month at
7pm via Zoom, you can join Parish Surgery each
month by clicking on this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83918703862
It is anticipated that the Parish Council will return to
meeting face to face in the future when it is safe to do
so, in the meantime check the agendas when they
are posted on the website or noticeboards to see how
/ where the meeting will be held.
If you aren’t sure of the calendar of meetings, please
check with the Clerk (clerk@westmonkton.net) or
Assistant Clerk (assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net).
Annual Parish Meeting
The 2021 Annual Parish Meeting will take place
virtually this year on Wednesday 31st March 2021 at
7pm. This is an informal meeting that all residents are
invited to join. The agenda for the meeting is being
developed and will be available on the Parish Council
website and Facebook page so please keep an eye
out. The Zoom meeting link for the APM is
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87025831645
Illustrated Map of Our
Play Areas and Open Spaces
You will have by now received your copy of the
Illustrated Map of the Play areas and Open Spaces in
the area. A copy of the map is also available on the
Parish Council website www.westmonkton.net. The
Map was produced in response to your requests in
the NP survey that went to all homes in the two
Parishes in Nov 2019. We hope you enjoy using the
map and in doing so, that you find more play areas
and open spaces to enjoy, be active in and develop
good mental health. You can enjoy these facilities
free of charge. Farriers Green Park now has an area
of adult gym equipment, as well as the children’s play
areas and the table tennis table (you’ll need to
provide your own bats and balls).
Please note, government advice for social distancing
and the use of play equipment must be followed.
Defibrillators in the Parish
The Parish Council is in the process of purchasing a
further defibrillator which will be available for use 24
hours a day if needed. There is already a defibrillator
available at Brittons Ash Community Hall, the new

defibrillator will be placed outside
Tacchi Morris Arts Centre on School
Road. Once it is installed pictures
will be shared on the Parish Council
website and Facebook page to
illustrate its location.
Census 2021
Households across the Parish will
soon be asked to take part in Census 2021.
The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives us
the most accurate estimate of all the people and
households in England and Wales. It has been carried
out every decade since 1801, with the exception of
1941.
It will be the first run predominantly online, with
households receiving a letter with a unique access
code, allowing them to complete the questionnaire on
their computers, phones or tablets.
Census day will be on March 21st, but households
across the country will receive letters with online codes
allowing them to take part from early March.
The census will include questions about your sex, age,
work, health, education, household size and ethnicity.
And, for the first time, there will be a question asking
people whether they have served in the armed forces,
as well as voluntary questions for those aged 16 and
over on sexual orientation and gender identity.
Results will be available within 12 months, although
personal records will be locked away for 100 years,
kept safe for future generations.
For more information, visit www.census.gov.uk.
Climate Initiative
Those of you who use Facebook will have noticed an
increase in the number of postings on behalf of West
Monkton Parish Council by Bethan Turner who runs a
PR company. Bethan lives in the Parish, and has
been engaged to assist with our rollout of information
from the Centre for Sustainable Energy. Bethan will
be rolling out information on different topics each
month for residents to use to reduce their carbon
footprint whilst supporting the environment. Topics so
far have included Insulation and Land Management –
which includes advice on what you can do in your own
garden.
In support of the Insulation topic, you are reminded
that the Parish Council will consider supporting your
initiative by some grant funding. The West Monkton
Parish Council Grants’ Policy has been revised, and
now you will need to complete and submit an
application form. Applications are determined at the
end of September and the end of March. The grants’
policy and the application form can be found on the
website www.westmonkton.net
If you want to discuss your application beforehand,
please contact either the Clerk
clerk@westmonkton.net or the Assistant Clerk
assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net (don’t forget the ‘2’).
In support of the Land Management topic, the Parish
Council have decided to launch a Seeds Initiative. No
matter how small your garden, or even if you are not a
gardener, you can grow seeds – for fun, for fresh air,
and for FREE! Courtesy of Monkton Elm Garden
Centre, the Parish Council will be able to provide a
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pack of wildflower/pollinator seeds for parishioners to
grow in their gardens. There’ll be a photographic
competition to show off your results! Seeds on
application from the Clerk or the Assistant Clerk see
details above or phone 01823 413524.
Volunteers - If you are interested in joining other
volunteers to help address Climate and Ecological
issues in the Parish, please get in touch, we are
gathering names and will be holding regular Zoom
meetings to plan our local activities.
(See Page 28 for more information)
Neighbourhood Plan
The Neighbourhood Plan, jointly with Cheddon
Fitzpaine Parish Council, was adopted in 2017 and
therefore became part of the planning framework of
the Local Planning Authority, now Somerset West and
Taunton Council. By 2019 the Parish Councils, having
made their declarations of Climate and Ecological
Emergency, started a review of the policies of the
Neighbourhood Plan. The review resulted in the
drafting of two new policies, one on ‘Buildings and
Climate Change’, and the other on ‘Trees and
Hedgerows’. Additionally, minor additions and
amendments were made to existing policies to bring
them up to date.
Progress and particularly consultation has been
severely hampered by Covid-19 restrictions, but if you
would like to review the draft amendments, the
documents can be shared electronically, and your
feedback would be very much appreciated. Please
contact Tricia Cavill, Assistant Clerk, by email so that
the documents can be sent to you:
assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net
The NP Group is hoping to get the revisions adopted
as soon as circumstances allow.
You can view the existing Neighbourhood Plan on the
Somerset West and Taunton website
https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/media/1
167/west-monkton-and-cheddon-fitzpaine-ndp.pdf

Somerset Sight ...
is a local charity which has been supporting sight
impaired people across Somerset for over a hundred
years and in 2019 won the Queens Award for
Voluntary Service.
One of our services is the Volunteer Visiting Service
whereby volunteers are matched locally with a sight
impaired person for regular visits for company and
support, and also helps alleviate their loneliness and
isolation.
Volunteers help with a variety of tasks such as reading,
correspondence, or making appointments, going out
for a drive or just a cup of tea and a chat. Many
volunteers get great satisfaction and enjoyment from
their voluntary work, many friendships are formed and
the people they support very much look forward to their
visits. At the current time, as face to face visits are not
permissible, the service continues with regular phone
calls until such time as a visit is allowed again.
For anyone who is sight impaired and would like to
know more about our services or if anyone would like
to volunteer for the Visiting Service, please contact us
on 01823 333818 for further information.
We look forward to hearing from you soon!

Gardening Corner
All over Somerset, banks, woods
and gardens are filled with the pale
shivering heads of snowdrops
(Galanthus), huddled together
against the season. Bracing their
thin stems against the east wind
that seems to find any chink in our
well wrapped winter armour;
snaking straight from Siberia to an unprotected neck
or an exposed waistline. Snowdrops, along with
apples, must rate as some of the most native
seeming in-comers to England. We wouldn’t now
choose to face this most grim seeming of months
without the hope springing up in puddles and pools
of white and green.
Native to Southern and Eastern Europe, they are first
listed as having arrived in the UK in the 16th
Century. Often said to have first arrived in England in
the backpacks of soldiers returning from the Crimean
war, this probably only applies to some selections of
Galanthus plicatus which grows in that area of what
is now Ukraine.
Like so many in-comers they have enriched the
areas they settled in. Hard working and trouble free,
providing beauty and a source of forage for early
flying bees.
Although the common forms of Galanthus are
attractive enough, I am unable to resist closely
inspecting massed stands of snowdrops in older
gardens, hoping to find an interesting variation in the
two-tone of green and white. Many take this interest
to greater lengths and indulge in collecting or
‘Galanthophilia’, sometimes spending serious
amounts of money on a single bulb.
Soon, the real first wave of spring flowers will come,
swamping our senses and we will rush with open
arms in to the summer ahead. Then this pale
vanguard will fade back into the turf and banks ready
for when we need it most.
www.biocentric.org.uk Instagram: @tombiocentric
Snowdrops will grow in most gardens:
! Plant freshly-lifted snowdrops when the leaves
are just dying back in late spring
! If it is not possible to plant in late spring, buying
just after flowering when the leaves are still green,
(‘in the green’) is the next best way
! Snowdrop bulbs dry out very easily, buy them as
soon as they become
available and then
plant immediately
! Plant snowdrops in a
partly-shaded
position in a moist,
but well-drained soil
with leaf-mould or
compost dug in.

Copy deadline for May - June 2021 is 1st April 2021

Page 12

Dear Community
It has been quite a time at school. With a series of
COVID cases since Christmas, it has been busy to
say the least! This is not something that has
happened to this point so has jangled the nerves
somewhat... I like to try and find positives where I
can and so am reflecting on how fantastic the school
community have been. The public and private
messages of support have been overwhelming; I am
proud of the pupils, staff and parental community and
we all feel so pleased to be able to say that we work
within the West Monkton community.
In all my years in education, I have never seen a
school community pull together as we all did. With
such little notice, we changed direction and moved to
remote learning for the majority and in-school
provision for others. Whether parents were frantically
completing applications for critical worker places or
battling with Google Classroom (as were we…), each
and every one of you have done such a good job. All
the Facebook messages and emails have been very
much appreciated. They have been stuck to our
staff-room board and are re-read on repeat!
Understandably, in light of this being the second
school closure, there are requirements on the school,
from central government, about the number of hours
that have to be offered (3 hours for KS1 children and
4 for KS2). Whilst our structure allows for this to be
fulfilled, especially for the younger children, this
requires a lot of adult time and facilitation. Of course,
we have had to recognise the onus this places on
parents and carers and we are in awe of how this
continues to be balanced. As a staff, we worked hard
on this in the Autumn Term to prepare for such an
eventuality. We set up a teaching platform that has
meant that we can teach live or post pre-recorded
lessons, as well as allowing children to submit work
and for us to give feedback. This has been a key
development.
You would have seen in the news that technology
has been a hot topic at the moment and rightly so.
We were allocated 15 devices from the government,
with 5 of those late to arrive. Such an allocation does
not entirely reflect the needs of our community. We
were sending out our own devices, through a loan
agreement, to support families but we also had a
grandparent donate money for a new Chromebook
and we received donations of used hardware both
from members of the school community as well as
the wider, West Monkton and Monkton Heathfield
community. In addition to this, one generous parent
bought six tablets and three Chromebooks for the
school to lend out. Such examples only exemplify the
goodwill of the community and have enabled our
children to access remote education.
Of course, this method of delivery is still very new to
us. Outside of their teaching hours, teachers have

been working in groups of three (virtually) to share
best practice and learn from each other. As the
teachers work in year group bubbles, these working
groups consist of staff from across the other phases
of the school so that they can learn from
older/younger provision. This is proving useful and is
being done in addition to training for the staff across
The Oak Partnership.
So, when is it All Going to End? This is a question
being asked in media recently. As you may have
gathered from the school closure announcement, we
find out when you do! What we do know is that we
are looking forward to having all the children back in
as soon as it is safe to do so. We are already starting
to shift some of our thinking to the future so we can
consider the planned curriculum upon the children’s
return.
My previous entry for the Village News talked about
taking things 'one step at a time,' we're certainly
doing that...
Best wishes
James Blackmore
Headteacher

Science experiments at home!

Have YOU got a Spare Laptop?
With the move to digital learning during lockdown, West Monkton Primary School are in
desperate need of donated
laptops/Chromebooks that they can then loan out
to children who otherwise don't have the means
to fully engage with their online lessons. If you
have an old, unused, but working laptop that you
could donate, please remove any personal
files/data/content off it if you know how (if not, we
can wipe them clean) and drop it round to 16
Bishops Close.
Thank you!
Paul Elliston
bathpoolpioneer@gmail.com
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Socks in a Pot!
Reception have been enjoying
taking part in PE challenges
set by Mr Williams. 'Socks in
a pot' encouraged children at
home to use pots and pans as
targets to aim for. They had to
see how many points they
could score and count up the
total at the end. Children in
school faced similar
challenges using bean bags
and hoops, as well as a game
of 'Mouse trap' where they
had to knock over boxes to
trap the animals!

Trashed Classroom!
One very exciting week, the following day the class
arrived to find a trashed classroom and a mysterious
egg...
Everybody checked out the classroom for clues.
It wasn’t too long before our mystery was solved
when Mr Blackmore found CCTV footage of
dinosaurs in the classroom!

Pyjama Day
Even though we might be apart at the moment, we
can stay connected and enjoy learning together
virtually! Early in January, children in Reception
enjoyed a pyjama day, either at home or school, to
help promote a love of Reading/Poetry. The children
listened to stories read by a fire, and found
interesting places to read! There may have been
some hot chocolate and biscuits involved too...

The school staff want
to say a big thank you
to all of their wonderful
families for supporting
the school during
these challenging
times! They also say
the children have been
amazing and that they
make all of the staff
very proud.
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Volunteering Opportunities
with the
Quantock Landscape
Partnership Scheme
The Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme (QLPS)
is a NLHF-funded, £2.6m, 5-year project, created to
address changing pressures on the Quantock Hills and
surrounding parishes, an area of some 400 square
kilometres. The scheme comprises 23 individual
projects spanning natural history, historic heritage,
education and future planning, each intended to
contribute to the long-term future of the hills by
protecting, restoring and increasing understanding of
the distinctive features of the Quantock landscape.
Of those 23 projects, a number specifically relate to the
history of the hills, including archaeological
excavations, archival research, and a wide ranging and
inclusive events’ programme. Central to our work is the
desire to increase the capacity and skills of the
volunteer base working in the area, providing more
people with more opportunities to contribute. The
Covid-19 crisis has inevitably had an impact on our
first year and we have some catching up to do. But,
hopefully, the vaccine roll-out will allow us to get our
programme of community archaeology projects up and
running in the summer, by which time we might also
have been able to commence some of our archival
work at the Somerset Heritage Centre.
In the meantime, there are several projects which lend
themselves to working remotely, and for which the
QLPS is now seeking volunteers.

LiDAR Survey.
The QLPS has commissioned a high-resolution LiDAR
survey of the entire project area. For the uninitiated,
LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) is a remote
sensing technique which uses laser scanners,
mounted on an aircraft, to produce detailed 3D maps
known as Digital Terrain Models (DTMs).
The great advantage of LiDAR data to archaeological
work is that, unlike conventional aerial or satellite
imagery, DTMs can be processed in various ways. For
example, simulated light can be cast across them to
create shadow effects from various directions, helping
to reveal archaeological earthworks which may be
indiscernible on the ground or to aerial photography.

Perhaps most excitingly, LiDAR allows the effective
‘removal’ of tree cover, allowing us the potential to
identify archaeological features previously hidden
beneath the canopy, as well as helping to more
fully understand existing ones.
The aerial survey work was completed just before
Christmas and we are now in need of volunteers
who are interested in receiving training in LiDAR
interpretation and helping to explore this exciting
new resource for understanding the history,
heritage and archaeology of the Quantocks.
Trees in the
Landscape
Focusing on
how the
number, size,
and species of
individual trees
has changed
over the last
200 years, this
ambitious project aims to provide a detailed
historical understanding of the changing use of
tress in the Quantocks, uncovering the
accompanying social changes affecting parkland
and hedgerows. In doing so, we hope to renew
interest in the importance of trees in the lowland
landscape and to create a strategy to ensure that
they remain a key element of the Quantock’s
identity.
The current Covid restrictions means we are
unable to access the archives at the Somerset
Heritage Centre, but we are seeking volunteers to
begin the process of exploring the online catalogue
of Estate Records in search of any documents
which might prove useful for this study of tree use
in the Quantock parklands.
We are also seeking volunteers, interested in using
digital maps of various dates to identify changing
patterns of tree use and note potentially significant,
individual trees.
All of these roles are intended as pieces of work
which can be done from home following some
online training.
Full details of the various projects are available on
the QLPS website: https://qlps.org/
If you are interested in assisting with any of the
above roles, please contact me:
Dan Broadbent, Historic Heritage Officer,
Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme,
dbroadbent@somerset.gov.uk
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Are you fed-up
with doing the same old walks?

News from
West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE
We are still in lockdown. We realise that it is nearly
twelve months since we have been able to run the hall
on a proper basis. Fortunately we have been eligible
for some grants from Somerset West and Taunton
Council which have helped us through this difficult
year.
Joyce Keyte and Lyn Batt are still going in once a
week to make sure everything is in order.
Whilst we have time to spare we are wondering if
anyone may have photos of the original village hall on
this site which was built as a memorial to members of
our parish who lost their lives in the two world wars.
We would like to be able to add these to our history of
the hall to show the memory has not been forgotten
and the trustees are always bearing in mind the
reason for our continued striving to provide the best
possible meeting place we can for our community.
Anyone who would like to join us to achieve this aim
would be most welcome to contact the Chairman,
Joyce Keyte.
Tel: 01823 412294 or email:
joycekeyte@btinternet.com
At the moment we are looking forward to when we can
operate normally again.

Snowdrop
Letters
Creating and
sending
gækkebreve
(snowdrop letters)
is a Danish
tradition. In the
weeks before Easter, children cut out elaborate
shapes on paper, then write a ‘teaser poem’. The letter
is anonymous but signed with the number of dots
matching the number of letters in the sender’s name. If
the recipient can guess who it’s from, the sender owes
them an egg. If they can’t, they owe the sender an
egg. The letter is accompanied by a vintergække
(snowdrop flowers), considered the first flower of the
year.
In the 1800’s Danish farming society, this tradition was
not only for children at Easter; it was actually a method
of proposing! The letters weren’t always decorated but
instead contained a long verse and the snowdrop. Of
course, the letter wasn’t anonymous.

Walking in Somerset
www.walkinginengland.co.uk/somerset
is the website for you!
With hundreds of walks to download and print, free,
it also has books of walks, contact details for all the
walking groups in the county and much more.
Whether you want to walk on your own or with a
group all the information is there in one place.
John said ‘There is so much walking information on
the web but it is difficult to find. Walking in
Somerset part of the Walking in England suite of
websites ( www.walkinginengland.co.uk ) – one for
each county in England) has brought it together in
one place so whether you are walking from home,
or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk
suitable for you’.
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus
long, and a note of suitability for pushchairs and
wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy.
So home or away, check out the websites and get
walking!
John Harris

West Monkton Evening
Women’s Institute
We have a magazine called WI Life, but
there is not much life going on with the
WI at the moment as you can imagine. However,
the Somerset Federation, as well as relocating their
local offices, and Denman headquarters undergoing
a change of location, the Federation has made sure
the members have been entertained by putting on
‘Denman at home Courses’ and Zoom talks.
The Home courses have included baking (making
marmalade), Christmas card making, Felt a
Remembrance Poppy, Calligraphy, Yoga and a
Ukulele sing-a-long.
Zoom talks have included subjects on the Northern
Lights, Wandering in Flanders Fields, History of
Baptism/Marriage/Funerals, Royalty in London,
Restoring nature across Somerset and a virtual
coffee morning with Cancer UK with an update on
their research.
I know our members have appreciated these talks
and courses, and hopefully it is not going to be too
long before we can all meet again safely.
Shirley Hector
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The Monkton Inn
Don’t forget that The Monkton Inn is still
offering a take-away menu.
Tel: 01823 412414
Email: peterval2009@hotmail.com
The Monkton Inn has been offering a Takeaway
Menu ever since the beginning of lockdown.
Orders to be phoned or emailed in by 11am for
Lunch and 5pm for Dinner on the day of collection
please.
Preferably bring own plates or else meals will be in
cardboard takeaway boxes. Roast dinners on
Sundays, orders to be placed by 6pm the previous
Friday. This is just an example of what they offer.
Menu:
Ham, egg and chips GF
£9
Steak, egg and chips GF
£12
Burger and chips (Beef/Chicken/Vegi)
£9
Sausage, chips and beans GF
£9
Risotto (ask for ingredients on day) GF
£9
Omelette (Ham, cheese, mushroom)
£9
Fish and chips GF
£9
Durban beef curry GF (Hot & spicy)
£10
Cape Malay curry GF (Mild chicken curry) £10
Thursday night is takeaway steaks:
Fillet £16, Sirloin £15 and Ribeye
£15
Contact Val or Pete for the full menu options.
To get a pdf copy of the Village News emailed to
you, please email

thelocalvillagenews@live.co.uk

National Blood Donor Service
TRAVEL TO BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS IS
REGARDED AS ESSENTIAL TRAVEL.
Centres have put in place extra safety measures

Sessions will be held at:
St James Church

6th April
20th April
Taunton Catholic Centre
12th April
26th April
Creech St Michael Village Hall
21st April
Monkton Heathfield Village Hall 23rd April
For further details ring 0845 7711711
or go online at www.blood.co.uk

FREE ITEMS/ITEMS FOR SALE/WANTED
Items up to £100 in value are included. We do not
make any charge for this service and take no
responsibility for the quality or safety of the items
advertised.
If you would like to include something in this
section please contact Lorna Walters on 01823
412017 or lc.walters33@btinternet.com
! Bosch freestanding large larder fridge that I don’t
need. Free to anyone who is willing to collect. Not
perfect but it’s been in good working order.
Any interested parties call 01823 413013

Assembling the Poppy Project
See Page 28
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A. STEWART
Plumbing & Heating
!
!
!
!
!
!

!

!
Natural Gas & LPG
Oil Installations & Servicing
!
Boiler Installations &
Servicing
Central Heating Systems !
!
Power Flushing
Bath Rooms/Shower
Rooms
Cloakrooms/Kitchens

Residential Park Homes &
Caravans
Cookers/Fires/Water
Heaters/Space Heaters
Vented/Unvented Water Systems
Energy Efficiency Qualified
Technician
! General Plumbing & Heating
Maintenance
! Call Outs and & Emergencies
Welcome

Call Ashley on: 07590729084 / 01823 412263
Email: info@astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk
www.astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk

LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL LAWNS
Garden Landscaping
Patios/Stone Walling/Decking/Pergolas
Commercial & Residential
! Laylawn Artificial Grass Licensees for the
South West
Contact: 01823 252023
www.englishgardenco.co.uk
www.lazylawntaunton.co.uk

Wastewater Maintenance Engineers
Covering all of the South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?
Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting, Tank Emptying,
Rainwater Harvesting System.
Service and Repairs, Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank
Inspection.
All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer.

FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!
M: 07749 118 500 | E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk |
W: www.alphawastewater.co uk
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Ben Maughan
Garden Services

DARREN GRAY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

! All aspects of soft landscaping
! Hedge laying
(NHLS accredited)
! Specialise in larger estates
! Kitchen gardens
! Border design/maintenance
! Hedge trimming/Strimming
! Chainsaw work
(NPTC certificate)
! Irrigation systems
! Turfing

ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC
WORKS TO 18th EDITION
REGULATIONS

FOR ALL YOUR
ELECTRICAL
NEEDS
MOBILE: 07764996937

Fully insured
07969638855/01823618096
bcmaughan@gmail.com
www.benmaughan.co.uk

Messrs. E White & Son
(Taunton) Ltd.

DAVE BAKER
For all your
GARDEN REQUIREMENTS

*Fencing
*Hedge Cutting
*Drives *Walls *Paths
*Patios
Competitive Rates
Free estimates
Tel: 01278 662238
Mob: 07796658721
davebakerlandscapingservices.co.uk.

PRIVATE YOGA
classes in Monkton
Heathfield
A private class is specifically
designed for you whether you are
recovering after an injury, would
like to discover yoga, or looking
to challenge yourself.
All levels from Complete Beginners
to Advanced are welcome.
Please visit
www.facebook.com/LenaMaughanYoga

for more information.
£40 for a 1-to-1
£45 for 2
All sessions are 50 minutes long. I am willing
to travel if you prefer yoga at home.
Your own mat, water and a blanket please.

Lena on 07402729410 or 01823618096
or elena.maughan@gmail.com

MOT
WHILE YOU WAIT
CROFT GARAGE LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Monkton Heathfield
01823 412393

138/139 East Reach, Taunton
Tel: Taunton 272183
(Day & Night Assistance)

Repairs & Servicing
Free Collection & Delivery

Family Funeral Directors
for Three Generations
Care At Home

Fireplace Showroom
Chimneys Relined & New Build
HETAS registered Installers

Tel: 01460 74612
Fireplace Showroom,
Tail Mill Lane,
Merriott TA16 5PF

www.wicksheating.co.uk

Registered Qualified Micro Provider
DBS Checked and Fully Insured
Offering Help and Support
In Your Home
Personal Care
Housework
Shopping, Trips Out, Appointments
The List is Endless...
Nothing Is Too Much Trouble
For a friendly chat, I'd love to help
call Rachael on
01823 451187 or 07969944520

A huge thank you to all our advertisers
in this difficult time.
World
DayNews
at West
Monkton
Primary
Please support local businesses and please mention
theBook
Village
when
you contact
them.
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Neil
Robertson
Plumbing & Heating
Ltd
Plumbing - Heating Renewables
We cover all issues. Big or Small
From a Boiler Service to Full installation

Energy & Cost Efficient Living

over 30 years in business
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm
T: 01823 413999
Emergency mobile: 07050263606
e: info@neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk
www.neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk

07486388422
stephanieberner.music@gmail.com

A.G. PURCHASE

James
Gray

ALCM, LLCM, FLCM

ESTATE AGENTS

PIANO TUITION
Stephanie Berner
Bmus(Hons), DipLCM
Soprano - Professional singer
Singing, theory and piano teacher

Dodhill Green,
Nailsbourne
Taunton TA1 8AD
Tel:01823 451342

Tailor made, one-toone, at home support.
96% of clients
recommend us.

!

Mortgages

!

Equity Release

!

Protection

!

Buildings Insurance

!

Commercial Lending

!

Business Protection

Home Instead
Senior Care take
great pride in
being there to help
people stay in the
comfort of their
own home.

Our award winning service includes:

! Companionship
! Light
Housekeeping
! Local
Transportation
! Meal Preparation
! Personal Care

! Medication
Reminders
! Respite
Services
! Specialist
Dementia Care
! Trips Out

Your Local Estate Agents
Home Field View North,
Prockters Farm, West Monkton,
Taunton, Somerset TA2 8QN
01823 426090
sales@jamesgrayestateagents.com
jamesgrayestateagents.com

Tincknell Fuels Ltd
Your Local Fuel & Heating
Specialists

Heating Oil Deliveries
Tank Maintenance
Gas & Oil Boiler Servicing

¸ Gas & Oil Boiler Breakdowns

Priors Way, Monkton Heathfield, Taunton

Tel: 01823 413113
A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED AGAINST YOUR
HOME. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU
DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
OR ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT

Please call - 01823 211121 to discuss how
we can help.
www.homeinstead.co.uk/tauntonwestsomerset
Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise is
independently owned and operated.
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01749 683911
www.tincknells.com
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HILARY NORMAN
Foothealth Practitioner RFHP
GENERAL FOOT CARE
Nail Cutting & filing, Corn & Callus removal,
In-growing toenails, fungal infections and
general advice on the care of your feet.
Treatment in the comfort of
your own home
01823 490280
07969 448793
hilary.norman@btinternet.com

BEN GRAY

CARPENTRY
Fully Qualified Carpenter
For All Your Carpentry Needs
T: 07540328951
E: benfgray@gmail.com
For an appointment
call
01823 351122

Taunton Solicitors

Legal Services and Advice
BUYING AND
SELLING PROPERTY
FAMILY LAW & DIVORCE

SHARED OWNERSHIP HELP
TO BUY
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

LASTING POWERS
OF ATTORNEY

WILLS
PROBATE & TRUSTS

Visit our website for discounts and costs
www.tauntonsolicitors.com
2 Tangier Central Taunton TA1 4AP
e-mail: info@tauntonsolicitors.com

Oven Cleaning Services

Are You Looking for a Keep Fit Class?
Come along, socialise, make new friends and have
fun keeping fit!
West Monkton Village Hall Wednesdays 6pm to 7pm.
£6.00 (Term time only)
Aerobic based exercise for all abilities
and levels of fitness.
Come and have fun getting fit.
For more details contact:
Heather on 07561498365 fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather

All types of ovens professionally cleaned.
Household friendly process throughout.
Have your cooker restored to like new condition.
Including Ranges, AGAs, Extractors, Microwaves, Hobs

Call Orlando Jackson for more information
Est: 2010
Find us on Facebook
Oven Cleaning Services Langport

01458252551
07519118856
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Covering the whole of Somerset & Devon

Our Services include:
- TV Aerial installation
- Sky installation
- Extra TV points
- Freesat installation
- BT TV
- Digital TV set up
- Aerial Repairs

01823 325930

www.toneaerials.co.uk

aerialcaresouthwest@gmail.com

DISTINCTIVE MEMORIALS
BY
MANNING & KNIGHT
Also added inscriptions and maintenance
work on
existing memorials
32 Kingston Road
TAUNTON 275755
www.manningandknight.com

LES MARSH CARPETS
Carpet – Karndean- Vinyl Experts
Local flooring specialists, over 40
years trading experience
Advice, through to measuring,
supplying and expertly fitted
Visit our showroom to view our
extensive range of options

Household Cleaning Undertaken
20 years experience
Caring person who is willing to do all
household tasks. Will also help with shopping,
collecting prescriptions, accompanying to
appointments etc.

Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm, Saturday 9am - 2pm
01823 335952 or email lesmarshcarpets@btconnect.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
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References can be
supplied.
Reasonable charges.

Phone Angie on
07807892128
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Alex Holley
Flooring

For all your flooring
requirements

Your local specialist
for:
Carpet, Vinyl,
Kardean,
Wood and Safety
Flooring

SOM
E

TEAM

Tel: 07734860724
Pilates and Totter Strength
and Balance Class
Keeping you Steady on
your feet.
Brittons Ash Community Hall
TA2 7FT
For bookings and
enquires contact:
Dianne
Mobile:
07850473428
Email:
funfit.dianne@btinternet.com

Mobile Foot Care
Professional foot treatment & advice
in your own home

Ingrowing Toenails
General Foot Care
Cracked Heels
Nail Trimming
Callouses
Corns
Phone:
079699 12080
Email:
rachaelsalter1234@gmail.com

DÉCOR 8 with Atlas

Somerset’s Largest Independent
Stairlift & Mobility Aid Supplier

Home & Property
Maintenance
For all your painting,
decorating, carpentry
& maintenance
requirements

Frobisher Way - Taunton TA2 6BB
Mobility Shop open Monday to Fri day
9am - 5pm
and Saturday between 9am - 1pm

T: Taunton 01823 288196
E: info@somersetstairlifts.co.uk
W: www.somersetstairlifts.co.uk
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Contact Bob on
01823 413510
or
07790 812327
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The Monkton Inn

Nails & Beauty

Thank you for your support
during Covid 19
Come and try our new menu and
enjoy your meal in our beautiful
garden.
All tables socially distanced.
Kids play area.
Tel: 01823 412414
email:
peterval2009@hotmail.com

Bio Sculpture Gel Nails
Manicures
Pedicures
Waxing
Facials
Massage
Eyelash & Eyebrow
Treatments
St Tropez Tanning
Lisa Griffin
Yallands Hill, Monkton Heathfield

Mobile: 07977185840
Email: lisajayne_g@yahoo.co.uk
www.pampernailsandbeauty.co.uk

DT GAS
Heating & Plumbing

70 Station Road
Taunton TA1 1NX

Traditional Men’s Wear
Large size specialist 60 chest & waist

Tel: 01823 333332
Mob: 07811166829
email: dave@daveterrell.co.uk
NSC ACCOUNTANCY
& TAXATION SERVICES
Over 29 years experience
within large, local accountancy firms

I offer local, friendly, personal help
with:
! Initial set-ups, Vat registration etc
! Bookkeeping & Vat Returns
! Making Tax Digital (MTD)
! Sole Trader & Partnership
Accounts
! Limited Company Account
! Property Letting Accounts
! Tax Returns
! Corporation Tax Returns
PAYE, CIS and more ......
Give Nicky a call on 07557092087
or email
nicky@nscaccounting.co.uk

Tel/Fax: 01823 333169
E-mail: post@gurds.co.uk
www.gurds.co.uk
TONE VETERINARY
CENTRE

RIVERSIDE BUTCHERS
“Meat to please you,
Pleased to meat you”
Suppliers of high quality
local produce
Local Beef, Pork, Lamb,
Veal, Poultry and Game
Award Winning Homemade
Sausages, Pies, Faggots,
Bacon and Black Pudding
Home Cooked Meats
Free delivery
when you spend £30 or more
Supplying to the public and catering
trade

Tel: 01823 289097
Riverside Place, St James Street, Taunton

www.riversidebutchers.co.uk

! A Healthy Pet Club Loyalty
Scheme that spreads the cost of
your pets routine healthy care
! Exclusive MiPet food range and
Royal Canin Range of pet foods
! Exclusive MiPet Cover pet
insurance
! Free weight clinics with our
practice nurse
! Easy access and ample free
parking
Look on our website at
www.tonevets.co.uk for information
and matters relating to the health of
your pet and
www.facebook.com/tonevets for
practice updates
Surgeries at: Lisieux Way,
Blackbrook 01823 333909
Morse Road, Norton Fitzwarren
01823 340660
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West Monkton Parish Council launches
Climate Communications Project
At the close of 2019, West Monkton Parish Council made a ‘Climate
and Ecological Emergency’ declaration, pledging to work towards
making the parish more carbon neutral by 2030, with a forward look
to a zero-carbon future. This commitment includes continuing to
work closely with parishioners and partners across the parish, district
and county to deliver this new goal.
For 2021, West Monkton Parish Council are delighted to be
launching a Climate Communications Project alongside the
Centre for Sustainable Energy - aimed at sharing information,
tips and advice on ways we can all take steps to become more
eco aware, and encourage local actions that are both eco and
climate-friendly, and which will help us protect our environment
for future generations. As 2021 develops, and in-person
activities can recommence, we will also be looking at opportunities for residents and local businesses and
organisations to come together to support each other’s ‘eco efforts’
There is a brand new dedicated Climate Change page on the Parish Council website, which will feature regular
articles, as well as showcasing the efforts of parishioners to ‘make green normal’ https://westmonkton.net/climatechange/. Content will also be shared regularly on the Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/westmonktonparishcouncil and here in the Village News.
Make your home warmer and your bills cheaper while doing your bit for our planet
At the beginning of the year, we focused on sharing ideas and links around how we can prevent energy loss in our
homes – reducing both bills and our carbon footprint at the same time. In our parish we have homes of all sizes and
ages, but it’s not just older homes that can benefit!
Energy use in our homes accounts for about 20% of UK greenhouse gas emissions, and heating alone makes a
staggering 10% of the UK’s total carbon footprint. Home heating is by far the biggest single source of individual
energy consumption in the UK. Of all the energy consumed by the average UK resident over the course of a year,
more than 50% will be used just to heat their home. Insulation, by reducing the amount of warm air that escapes
from buildings, is one of the quickest and most effective ways to cut down energy usage. A well-insulated house will
typically require only 60% of the energy needed to heat a property of similar size with poor insulation. The benefits
of home heating efficiency are not just the impact on the environment and the pocket:
! Reduces health costs to the NHS and winter deaths associated with cold homes
! Adds value to your home for when you sell it
! If your family will inherit your home – they will inherit a more comfortable home which is better for their heath
and cheaper to heat.
! Better quality working spaces can support greater productivity – especially important as we work from home
more.
Take advantage of a Government Green Homes Grant to fund energy efficiency projects in your home
The Government's Green Homes Grants is helping hundreds of thousands of homeowners with vouchers to cover
the cost of energy-saving home improvements, whether you have an older or a newer home - from low carbon
heating systems and renewables, to insulation improvements or draught proofing. Through the grants, the
Government will pay for at least two-thirds of the cost of the work, with low income households eligible to have full
costs covered, up to the value of £10,000. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-green-homes-grant-scheme.
‘Planting for the Planet’
2020 was the year where the sound of birdsong filled our normally busy streets and the garden became a place of
pride and parks and nature brought moments of joy in what have been
difficult times. Through this, many of us have a new found appreciation
for nature and its importance for our health and wellbeing.
This Spring, we are delighted to announce a parish-wide ‘Planting for the
Planet’ initiative which, following on from the wonderfully emerging
Somerset Wood, in Maidenbrook Country Park, will give the opportunity
for local families, students and community groups to receive wildflower
seeds to grow at home. This initiative will include information, advice and
a photo competition – and (we hope) some in-person events. We are
thrilled that this initiative will be supported by Monkton Elm Garden
Centre. You can register your interest in being involved in the initiative,
and receiving seeds via the WMPC website.
Let’s all pull together to make a real and lasting eco-impact on our
homes, our parish and the environment!

And Finally ...
When you reach the end of your rope, tie a knot in it and hang on.
Franklin D. Roosevelt
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