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Useful Names and Telephone Numbers
Rector: Rev. Mary Styles - 01823 451189
The Vicarage, Kingston St Mary, TA2 8HW
Associate Vicar half-time: Rev Jim Cox - 01823 333377
Churchwarden: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
P.C.C Secretary: Samm Barge - 07976415337
P.C.C Treasurer: David Cooke Captain of Bell ringers: Pearl Jeanes - 412804
Church Flower Organiser: Angela Dill - 412395
Mothers’ Union: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
Benefice Office: Michele Hardiman - 01823 451257
Parish Council Clerk: Amy Shepherd - 01823 412922

clerk@westmonkton.net
PC Assistant Clerk: Tricia Cavill - 01823 413524

assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net
PC Chairman: Stuart Haskins - 07824410997

stuarthaskins@westmonkton.net
West Monkton Primary School Head:
James Blackmore - 01823 412582
Heathfield Community School Head:
Peter Hoare - 01823 412396
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 01823 414141
Taunton Deane Community Transport:
01823 331266 Mon-Fri. 9 am to 4 pm (Slinky Bus
24hrs notice).
Village Hall:
Telephone, incoming calls only - 01823 412068
Booking Officer: Mrs Lyn Batt Tel: 01823 412089
Chairman: Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Vice Chairman: Colin Bentley Tel: 01823 413193
BACH (Brittons Ash Community Hall)
Chairman: Barry Gage 07752723311
barrygage125@btinternet.com
Booking Officer: Maggie Little 01823 323662
Useful E-Mail addresses & websites:
Community Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk
Parish Council Website: www.westmonkton.net
Litter Hotline: 01823 356356
Village Agent: Linda Burton
Mobile: 07931018019
Email: linda@somersetrcc.org.uk
Benefice Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-BeneficeWest-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfieldchurches-242102696183594/
Benefice website: www.southquantockbenefice.org.uk
New Buildings and Developments enewsletter: to
sign up please email:
communications@westmonkton.net
Police Contact numbers:
Police Sergeant 4320– Charmain Dyne
Police Community Support Officer – PCSO 7256
Scott Windsor: 07889655195
scott.windsor@avonandsomerset.police.co.uk
PCSO 9255 Jake Edwards: 07701283686
jake.edwards@avonanadsomerset.police.co.uk
Non emergency telephone 101
Emergency 999

Regular Events at West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE
Slimming World
Mondays
09:00 - 11:00
Small Fry (Parent and Toddler Group)
Mondays
09:45 - 11:15
Phoenix Camera Club
Mondays
19:00 - 22:00
Pilates
Tuesdays 09:30 - 10:30, Fridays
09:30 - 10:30
Brownies
Tuesdays (except school holidays)
18:00 - 19:30
Model Boat Club
Once a month on a Tuesday
19:30 - 21:30
Monkton Players
Tuesdays
20:00 - 22:00
Badminton
Tuesdays 14:00 - 15:00, Wednesdays 20:00 - 22:00
National Childbirth Trust
Wednesdays
10:00 - 12:00
Fitness for Fun
Wednesdays
18:00 - 19:00
Bizzy Boots Line Dancing
Wednesdays
19:00 - 21:45
Writers Club
Wednesdays (except first in month)
19:15 - 21:15
Coffee Morning (Ladies and Gents)
Thursdays
10:00 - 11:30
Monkton Evening WI
Fourth Thursday of the month
17:30 - 19:30
Ladies Afternoon Tea
Third Thursday of the month
14:30 - 16:30
Trams & Light Railways
Once a month on a Saturday
13:30 - 16:30
Hardy Plant Society, Somerset Group
Once every month on a Saturday
10:30 - 13:00
South West Orchid Society
Once a month on a Sunday
14:00 - 17:00
SGI Buddhist Group
Second Sunday of the month
10:00 - 12:30
‘O’ Gauge Model Railways
Quarterly on a Sunday
09:00 - 17:00
For more information please contact Joyce Keyte on

Tel: 01823 412294
Village News:
Please forward information for the next edition to the
Associate Editors,
Lorna Walters, Tel. 01823 412017
lc.walters33@btinternet.com
Dawn Watts, Tel. 01823 412201 dawnwattsdk@yahoo.co.uk
Village News Treasurer Ken Jones
Distribution of the Village News is organised by: Barry
Gage, Maggie & Gordon Little and David Pearson.
Submissions to Village News may be made by e-mail or by
hard copy. Please ask for a receipt to your e-mail to ensure
that it arrives. Items submitted will be subjected to editing if
necessary. The deadline for submissions for the
September/October 2020 Village News is 1st August 2020.
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West Monkton C of E
Primary School

Dear Community,
I'm not sure I know where to begin, if I am honest...
First, all of us at West Monkton Primary School hope
that all of our wider community are as well as can be,
at this time. It has been a challenging and difficult
time for us all and we wish you all good health and
happiness. If there is anything that we, as a school
team, can do for you, please do get in contact with
us.
Prior to lockdown, with the Prime Minister
announcing that people experiencing symptoms were
to self-isolate, we saw a reduction in available staff
and so had to rely upon parents to keep children at
home, if possible. On the Thursday of that week, the
government 'closed' schools but asked them to
reopen as childcare on the Monday for children of
key workers and for our most vulnerable children. In
order to ensure we could offer as wide and consistent
a service as possible, we used our school building as
a hub for eligible children of the three primary
schools in The Oak Partnership (ourselves,
Blackbrook and Ruishton). We had 24 hours to put
this together in readiness for the Monday.
We had initial teething problems as we got to grips
with government guidance but the hub model proved
an enormous success. We were able to offer
breakfast to children from 7:30am and closed late at
6:00pm free of charge; we remained open throughout
the Easter holidays as well as the Bank Holidays; our
kitchen facility allowed us to feed the children, key
worker parents upon finishing shifts as well as our
families who requested a lunchtime meal - all free of
charge.

NHS and all key workers and we hope this supported
families during such an uncertain time.
We are now back to being West Monkton School with
our reception children invited in alongside children of
key workers, with plans for Year One and Six to join
in the coming weeks. The government would like to
see how all children could return to school before the
summer, depending on safety, and so we are looking
at how this may work. In order to reopen, we have
had to develop rigorous risk assessments in line with
both government and union expectations - these can
be found on our website. It has meant that our school
doesn't quite look like normal but then 'normal'
seems a long way off at the moment...
Our current focus is on the pastoral needs of the
children - we have developed a specialist curriculum
entitled 'One look back, two steps forward.' We want
to, and need to, reflect on what we have been
through, individually and collectively, but we're keen
to look forward to the future and our transitions
ahead. This thematic approach is linked to a text,
with our English work deriving from work on the text.
We also continue to support learners at home
through our collaborative Virtual School offer.
With no sense of normality, it has been a strange
time but we are getting there - seeing the children
this week has been a real tonic. We know there are
further challenges to come but we feel a strong
sense of community and are ready to continue facing
the incoming tide for the benefit of our children and
our families.
Wishing you all the very best
James Blackmore
Headteacher
West Monkton CE VC Primary School
01823 412582
Part of The Oak Partnership Trust

Thank you to Monkton
Elm Garden Centre who
kindly donated some
chocolate bunnies for
the children who were
attending our COVID-19
childcare provision
It was a wonderful
surprise for the children.

You may also have spotted a caravan parked down
the side of the school. This was due to Mr Robinson,
our Trust CEO, living on site for six weeks, as he led
our provision. We all felt a civic duty to support our
Copy deadline for September - October 2020 is 1st August 2020
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The Village News needs your help.
We really need to get a few new volunteers to help with deliveries - so please could you help?
We realise that no one will want to start doing this while we are still in lock-down but please consider if
you could help out when we are all out and about again.
We particularly need people to cover 15 new houses on the school side of Bridgwater Road through
Bathpool and 16 deliveries to Aginshill and the Charles Church estate.
The system is that copies of the News get delivered to your door towards the end of February, April,
June, August, October and December and then you deliver them to your allocated houses at a time to
suit you, but trying to get them out by the 1st of the next month.
If you would like to volunteer to help please contact Barry Gage on 07752723311 or
barrygage125@btinternet.com
Tough plants for
dry conditions .
See Page 17

Left:
Agapanthus

Right:
Rosemary

Do you have a few hours to spare a month
to visit someone in your area?
Being visually impaired can be very isolating and to help with this:
We are looking for people
- to befriend someone in your local area who needs a little company
- just to sit and chat over a cup of tea
- maybe go out and visit a Garden Centre
- to help with correspondence
- or maybe do some personal shopping
Volunteering for Somerset Sight is a very rewarding and fun thing to do and many of our
Volunteers and visually impaired people make lasting friendships.
We give full training and reimburse all reasonable expenses.
If you feel that this is something you would like to do then please contact:
Avril Johnson, Volunteer Visiting Co-Ordinator
on 01823 366143
or Email avril@somersetsight.org.uk
Registered charity
no. 1154472
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Hestercombe Update
How to manage a large garden with a furloughed
team and locked down volunteers!
Who knew that this would ever be a question I would
have to ask myself. This virus is something that none
of us had been able to prepare for.
Since March 23rd 2020 Hestercombe has had to
close its gates. Really big
decisions had to be made,
really quickly. It was decided
that nearly all of the staff at
Hestercombe would be
furloughed. The few remaining
were the Chief executive and
General manager (on much
smaller wages), the finance
guy (we still had bills to pay
and we needed him to figure
out a financial plan), the part
time membership admin (we
knew members would need help and advice), the art
curator (part paid by the Arts Council), the wedding
coordinator (we had a lot of weddings booked for the
spring), and me and Ben from the gardens team
were challenged to try and keep some of the garden
alive!
My team of 7 full time gardeners was slashed to 2,
and our 30 ish garden volunteers were grounded.
I have to admit the first two weeks were completely
overwhelming and disorientating. Ben and I have
worked together for over 12 years, so we know each
other well enough to keep each other buoyant and
recognised when we needed each other’s emotional
support. The first step was figuring out how we could
work safely. We had to change some of our normal
practises for simple practical reasons. We had to
keep 2m apart so that meant we couldn't lift anything
together. Work had to be achievable as an individual
instead of as a team. We had separate tools and
machinery so that we could avoid transferring the
virus via touch. We ate lunch outside to avoid being
in a building together, etc, etc.
Then came the question, what do we do first?
Our main
priority had to
be the
protection of
the historic
gardens. This
meant that
other areas of
the estate were
moth balled.
Woodlands,
meadows, car
parks, anything
that it wasn't
necessary to
deal with now,
was put on
hold. We left
any grass

areas that we thought we could get away without
mowing - we could sort that out later. Some of the
annual seeds we had sown were just thrown awaythere was no way we'd have time to prick them all
out. We ditched the idea of doing any softwood
cutting thinking we could put it off until August and
do semi ripe cuttings instead. The barley straw that
Ben normally dons waders for and carefully
submerges in the ponds to help slow down algae
build up, was this year literally just chucked in.
One of my toughest days was seeing all the pots of
tulips that we had planted out in full flower. I
couldn't bare the idea that no one would be able to
enjoy them so Ben and I filled our cars and dropped
the pots off at a couple of local nursing homes and
then to any friends, volunteers or staff houses that
were on our journeys home. We also knew that we
wouldn't have time to keep watering all the plants in
the plant centre. We planted anything relevant in the
gardens at Hestercombe, and the general manager
took the rest to the hospice for them to use in their
gardens or for the staff to take home.
The Easter
eggs that we
had bought in
ready for the
Easter egg trail
were delivered
to the food
bank. The idea
of sharing all of
this made us
feel so much
better and that
it wasn't a
waste.
A few decisions were made for our own well-being.
Ben wanted to leaf blow the paths, even though no
one would see, but so that he felt better himself. He
didn't like it looking untidy and didn't want to feel that
he'd let standards slip. I took the decision to stake
the peonies with woven hazel even though it was
time consuming and I was pretty sure no one would
see them bloom. But I compromised on the
delphiniums and used a quicker technique of canes
and string to just get it done. I decided that with no
one to see the garden the aim of staking was to keep
the plant healthy and so the aesthetic didn't matter
as much. Slowly we got into a rhythm. Some jobs
had to be done. We'd had over 1000 gladioli corms
delivered pre lockdown so they had to go in the
ground. We presumed that we might be open by late
summer so that helped us to decide to plant the
Cannas. But with just two of us we also had to find
ways to speed up. We made the most of the hot
weather and carried out speed weeding with the
hoe, allowing the sun to kill off the weeds as they lay
on the surface. With no visitors around we just
chucked any larger weeds on the path and left them
there to clear up at the end of the week.
Then the bedding plants arrived for the Victorian
terrace - all 3,500 - in baking hot conditions. This is
normally quite a big job that we carry out with all the
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team and lots of volunteers. This year was due to be a
big celebration year for us as it was
Bampfylde's (previous estate owner and designer of
the landscape garden) 300th birthday. We had used
Bampfylde’s coat of arms as the inspiration of the
design for the planting. But now that the team was just
two, we decided it would be too time consuming to lay
out a complicated pattern. So we side lined the design
and went with a random pattern. It looks ok, and we got
it done in record time. The dry weather has made our
jobs a 7 day a week affair just to make sure all the new
planting can stay alive. We are lucky that we both love
our jobs and that there is nothing else going on
anyway!
There have been lots of positives along the way. The
wildlife is definitely being braver. We've seen deer
rutting in the car park, a black kite flying overhead,
weasels playing in the orchard, a pair of ducks join us
for a cuppa every day and we have a robin that sits
with us too. The longer grass areas have meant extra
pollinators and insect life.
With no one else on site
we have been totally
absorbed in our work and
had a chance to really
observe what is going on
around us. I'm sure all of
us lucky enough to have
gardens have found
solace in them during
these odd times.
Of course life at
Hestercombe won’t be back to normal for some time
and social distancing could be the norm for a while.
However, we plan to reopen on the 10th June for
members only as a thank you for their patience, and
then reopen to all from the 17th June so by the time
you read this you should be able to visit us again. This
will all be done through pre booked tickets only - you
won’t be able to visit the garden without pre booking.
This will just help us to keep everyone safe by limiting
numbers. Staffing will remain at an absolute minimum
to help keep costs down. The shop, house, gallery,
cafe, play area, etc will all
remain closed but you will
be able to pre order
takeaway picnic lunches
and take away cream
teas. Garden paths will be
open but one way systems
will be in place to enable
visitors the space for
distancing.
And the gardens are
looking great, a bit shabby
round the edges, but
nothing that can’t be put
right over time. Let’s not forget that this garden has
suffered much worse neglect than this over the years!
We look forward to being able to welcome you all back,
albeit in a slightly different way!
Text and photos from
Claire Greenslade, Head Gardener at Hestercombe

The Monkton Inn
New Takeaway Menu
TA2 8NP
Tel: 01823 412414
Email: peterval2009@hotmail.com
The Monkton Inn has been offering a Takeaway
Menu ever since the beginning of lockdown.
Orders to be phoned or emailed in by 11am for
Lunch and 5pm for Dinner on the day of collection
please.
Preferably bring own plates or else meals will be in
cardboard takeaway boxes.
Roast dinners on Sundays, orders to be placed by
6pm the previous Friday.
If you are self isolating in West Monkton village we
will deliver to you.
Kids Menu for £4!
Choose from:
Burger and Chips
Fish and Chips
Chicken strips and Chips
Sunday Lunch (under 12s)
Menu:
Ham, egg and chips GF
£7
Steak, egg and chips GF
£10
Beefburger and chips GF
£7
Chicken burger and chips GF
£7
Vege burger and chips GF
£7
Sausage, chips and beans GF
£7
Risotto (ask for ingredients on day) GF £7
Omelette GF Choice of two of the following:
Ham, cheese, mushroom, onion, tomato £7
Fish and chips GF
£7
Durban beef curry GF (Hot & spicy)
£8
Cape Malay curry GF (Mild chicken curry)£8
Thursday night is takeaway steaks:
Fillet £16, Sirloin £15 and Ribeye

£15

If we can help with anything please let us know.
Peter and Val
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How St Margaret’s helped us make special
wedding memories
My mum, Barbara
Harper, lived in
Taunton and last April
she was diagnosed
with bowel cancer.
She had been poorly
for a little while, and
when the diagnosis
came she had two
tumours, they didn’t
think it wise to
operate.
My son was getting
married in August and
mum said to the
oncologist: “I’ve had a
good life but I would
really like to make it to my grandson’s wedding.”
That was what we were all hoping and aiming for. And
this is where Sarah, a Community Palliative Care Nurse
Specialist at St Margaret’s, came in.
Sarah visited mum at home to sort her pain medication
out. She used to come in every two weeks to start with.
Mum understood some of what was happening but the
painkillers all became quite difficult for her to cope with
and one day I got there and she was really poorly.
I was so grateful Sarah had given us the St Margaret’s
Hospice Care contact card and I was able to ring the
hospice’s 24-hour advice line. Over one weekend mum
had become confused. We spoke to Naomi, a nurse on
the advice line, who gave me advice on her medication
that evening - I had no idea what she had taken and
mum really didn’t know either. She also arranged for
the out-of-hours GP to come.
They gave us a number to ring whenever we needed to
and that made such a difference - when they handed
me that little card, we never realised what a lifeline it
would be for us! We depended on that little card,. You
rang that number and someone answered and they
helped.
The next morning I rang the advice line again and said I
just didn’t know what to do. I had contacted my brother
and sister and we felt that mum needed to be out of
that situation for a short time to get her pain under her
control and for her to be able to manage her
medication. The hospice arranged for someone to
come and assess her, and they arranged a bed at a
care home called Lavender Court, we thought
temporarily to get her back on her feet. Previously she
had been living in her own home completely
independently.
Her admission to Lavender Court was my lowest point
because I felt guilty that we were unable to manage at
her home. The advice line staff were once again very
supportive and a shoulder to cry on. Sarah then visited
mum in Lavender Court and continued to adjust her
medication. We were glad of the continued contact with
Sarah, as mum seemed to be deteriorating pretty
rapidly.

Sarah would come once a week and then, nearer
the end, twice a week to see her. As time went on
we realised that mum wasn’t going to make it to
the wedding, and at this point mum had a
brainwave. She asked Lavender Court and Ann,
the Spiritual Care Coordinator at St Margaret’s, if
they would arrange a blessing for my son and his
fiancee at the nursing home.
Ann came, we decorated the courtyard and the
sun shone. We were blessed, the day was
beautiful. Mum wore the dress and hat she had
bought for the wedding. All of my brother and
sister’s family came and we had a tea party in the
garden. Sarah came and supported mum - it was
very emotional for all of us.
When we first got to Lavender Court, we were so
worried. But St Margaret’s continued to support
mum and us; we needed the reassurance that she
would be all right and get the care she needed.
They were monitoring her pain and emotional
needs, and helped the care home staff as mum
settled in there.
My son had a wonderful wedding day, but it was
hard for us all. Mum died in the early hours of
Thursday morning and the wedding was on the
Saturday. But the hospice gave us the blessing
day and this
enabled us to
enjoy the
wedding.
I know that
funding is
really difficult
and its so hard
for everybody.
However, with
the St
Margaret’s
community
team on hand
and Sarah
supporting us
while mum was
in Lavender
Barbara was proid to have been
Court, it was
a nurse all her life.
reassuring, a
great comfort and valuable beyond words.
Written by Jane Lewis, Barbara’s daughter
Iris Piggot says:
‘Barbara was a very keen member of the Village
Hall coffee mornings and a great supporter of
the Hall.
I am hoping to have a coffee morning in October
to raise funds for the Hospic. The planned date
is 15th October, from 10am to 12noon
(lockdown dependant of course)
I hope this article in the Village News will help
spread the news of the event and the wonderful
support given by the Hospice to the whole
community.’
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Bathpool Chapel
Pastor Naomi Gull
Taunton Church of the
Nazarene
01823710453 07882764153
naomigull75@gmail.com /
bathpoolchapel@outlook.com
British Isles and South District
103 Bridgwater Road Taunton TA2 8BA.
Registered Charity 1166295
Well, summer has arrived in fits and starts. Warm
weather, balmy evenings and wonderful scents of
the Wisteria. The roses are colourful in their display
with different scents and people are tentatively
coming out of sheltering, keeping their distance, all
smiling and happy.
Some cooler weather has come about as well,
giving us the opportunity to sit around the table
inside and outside, so as not to get too sunburned,
and enjoy the day together.
Keeping social distancing we are sitting together,
chatting in the lovely Prayer Garden, with our Pastor
Naomi sharing the Word of God with us. There is
positive chat around the future of our Chapel.
Prayers are going up along with the songs of the
birds in their joy of being free of normal human
activity and air pollution.
During May and June, social media, Zoom, has
been drawing the congregants of Bathpool Chapel
together and joining with brothers and sisters in
Pakistan, Oldham just outside Manchester and of
course locally. There has been a wonderful sense of
unity in the Spirit. Attendance has been consistent
and constant.
Furthermore, we have been holding Bible studies in
the garden whilst distancing ourselves. Freedom in
Christ, Discovering New Life with Jesus Christ and
a Discipleship course are three of the studies being
taught during this time.
Should you be considering Bible Study for
yourselves or family please contact us on the
numbers below.
Rose is our treasurer and a gardener. Keeping the
garden spick and span, trimmed and mowed its just
so lovely to sit down with a cup of tea and have your
sandwiches and enjoy the ambience.
Rose is also available to help anyone who is looking
for a gardener to keep tidy up their garden.
We would love you to join us on a Sunday morning.
Our Services start at 10.30 am and we usually finish
at 12….unless the Holy Spirit says differently!
Should you need prayer or just to chat please go on
to our Facebook Bathpool Prayer requests site.
You do not need to leave a name or number if you
wish to remain anonymous….the Lord knows your
name!
We are available for private visiting either in the
Chapel or in the Prayer Garden, taking care to

maintain social distancing of course. The Pastor is
also available to offer counselling.
Contact us: Linda Burns: 07307177758
Rose Crowie: 07557278156
Naomi Gull: 07882764153
During this time of lockdown I am reminded of
Joseph, the second youngest son of Jacob and
Rachel.
Now Jacob had 12 sons and when they saw that
Joseph was Jacob’s favourite son, they became
jealous. Joseph had a dream in which he told his
brothers that they were binding sheaves of grain “and
suddenly, my sheaf stood upright whilst your
sheaves bowed down to it.” He also had a dream
about 11 stars and a sun and moon bowing down to
him. His brothers, on hearing these dreams hated
him. So the brothers went out and waited for Joseph
to join them.
Let’s get this dreamer they said. So they took him
and threw him in a cistern. Hence he was in his first
lockdown!
He had to stay there until a caravan of Midianite
merchants came along. They took Joseph out of
‘lockdown’ and sold him. He was only 17 years old.
The brothers killed a goat and put the blood of that
animal on his coat. (Genesis 37) before returning to
their father with the fake news that his beloved son
had been killed by a wild animal.
Joseph was sold to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s
officials and Captain of the Guard. Here Joseph
proved himself so that Potiphar well pleased with
him, promoted him to look after the household.
Potiphar saw that Joseph had favour in the eyes of
the Lord. The Lord blessed everything in Potiphar’s
household because of Joseph.
Now Potiphar’s wife wanted Joseph for herself
because he was so good at what he was doing and
handsome too. After she tried to seduce him, he
refused and left. She caught his cloak and told her
husband how Joseph had tried to seduce her.
Potiphar became angry and threw Joseph into prison
where he was kept for 2 years.
Much happened to Joseph in that time but during his
lockdown in prison, he never wavered and the Lord
was with him and after 2 years he was released and
sent to the palace where he interpreted the King’s
dream and became the King’s attendant and
overseer.
Please read the entire story of Joseph’s lockdown
and what happened to him in Genesis 37 to 50
God never left Joseph. He had a plan for Joseph, just
as he has for all of us during this lockdown period.
Use it wisely never taking your eyes off God and
remember it is written:
‘It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with
you, He will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not
fear or be dismayed’. Deuteronomy 31 v 8.
Love to all…
Linda Burns
Secretary bathpoolchapel@outlook.com
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South Quantock Benefice
News from the Parish:
At the time of writing church buildings are closed
(please check with us via the web-site or call
01823 451257 for latest info) - but clergy and
church office are still available and working, and also
leading:
Virtual services
! Our own church Zoom service 10am on
Sundays – do email us for details
! Our weekly newsletter can be emailed
(sqbenefice@btconnect.com) along with a
YouTube reflection video link for each week –
these are also on our website
! Thursday 11am ‘Zoom’ coffee and chat – contact
us to be added to the email (as above)
! The Church of England has daily morning and
Evening Worship including Common Worship and
BCP https://daily.commonworship.com/ – (you
can find readings, prayers in traditional and more
modern forms for daily use.)
! One of the Bishops from Bath & Wells live
Sunday services:
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/2020/04/bishopsto-offer-livestreamed-services-and-reflectionweekly/
Bible study group:
Currently meeting on Weds
evenings via Zoom – please be in
touch if you would like to join.

The Church has a variety of resources available to
help us to pray. Here is the website address:
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-andworship/join-us-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
Using the Church of England website you will be
able to join the Anglican Community in morning and
evening prayer as well as use download apps for
your smartphone.
There are updates on Church of England
Coronavirus website along with more information
and worship at home resources.
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/mediacentre/coronavirus-liturgy-and-prayer-resources

Men’s Group
Please see our news-sheet/website for events as the
pandemic allows.

West Monkton Church
100 Club Prizewinners

Church Services
At the time of going to press we are waiting to hear
from our Bishops about our church buildings please check our news-sheet/ website or call the
Benefice Office for up-to-date news.f
Churchyards remain open, you are welcome to visit;
please keep social distance and take care on the
rough terrain.

The May draw was held on 6th
First Prize: £90.00 won by Thelma
Hawkins
Second Prize: £45.00 won by John Rainford
The sum of £315.00 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 90.

APCM
Postponed until later in the year
Reports are all available to see on our website
Website: southquantockbenefice.org.uk

The June draw was held on 5th June
First Prize: £90.00 was won by Diana Henry
Second Prize: £45.00 was won by John Roynon
The sum of £315.00 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 90.
Congratulations to the winners!
Your turn next month?
If you would like to join or hear more about the 100
Club, please contact:
Kate Ayres 01823 413873

Facebook Link:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-Benefice-West-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfield-churches242102696183594/
Copy deadline for September - October 2020 is 1st August 2020
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Prayer Boards: There are prayer
boards outside Rev Mary’s Vicarage
in Kingston and Rev Tracey’s in
Cheddon

West Monkton, Kingston St Mary, Cheddon & Broomfield
Contact sqbenefice@btconnect.com

South Quantock Benefice
Pentecost Newsletter
What have we been up to during the lockdown?
From Rev Mary
‘Talking is good to lift our spirits’
Do call on 451189 or
revmarye@gmail.com
Michele, from our office, is
working from home (01460 62737)
or sqbenefice@btconnect.com
Praying at 9am and
5pm: The clergy and
many others have been
joining in prayer at 9am
and 5pm each day as
we pray for our world,
the church and our local
communities. Do join us
and pray as and when
you are able.

Rev Mary went round locking our church doors and
fixing signs to let people know that we are still here
even though the doors are locked.
Paul is continuing to serve
the local community on the
Bathpool estate, shopping,
fetching and delivering as
well as creating time to enjoy
being with neighbours (at a
safe distance of course!).
He is on furlough currently
Rev Jim has been writing book
reviews which you can find on our
website:
https://southquantockbenefice.org.u
k/about/book-reviews/

Zoom: We have
been
"gathering" each
Sunday morning
at 10am through
"Zoom" to
worship together. It's been wonderful to see new
people managing the technology and joining each
week. Anyone can join in - you might be surprised
how easy it is!
Contact us : sqbenefice@btconnect.com
Rev Tracey took us on the walk to
Emmaus (around Cheddon). She
invited us all to join her in a virtual
walk as she re-told the story of the
walk to Emmaus. Link incase
anyone wants to watch it :
Walk to Emmaus Video
https://youtu.be/2Ewfpi1sd88
The Mary Joslin trust kindly
enabled us to deliver 30 bags of
Easter joy to families living on
Northwalls Grange.
We gave away daffodils to anyone passing by the
community house on their walk on Easter day.
With Broomfield plant sale and
Cheddon Flower & Dog Show
cancelled we organised a ‘grow
the tallest sunflower’
competition. Lots of families
collected seeds from Rev
Tracey and have started
growing them. We will judge
(following social distancing
rules) on 25th July.
One budding gardener watching
her seeds grow!
Holy Week and Easter
Holy Week, was certainly
different this year. We’ve been
thinking creatively to offer
support and spiritual
nourishment to our church
members and also to the wider
parishes and new housing
estates. Rev Tracey created a
Community Seedlings Facebook
page to keep communicating
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with our seedlings groups.
During Holy week she used a
model of Jesus to help her tell
the Easter story with the
families. The pictures show
seedlings foot washing, making
Palm Sunday “wonky donkeys”,
Good Friday Story Telling and
Easter Sunday making Easter
Gardens.
Our clergy team offered
YouTube services during
the week with Rev Mary
walking us through the
Vicarage garden on
Maundy Thursday,
remembering the Last
Supper and Jesus’ arrest.

We joined with Taunton Rainbows to spread a
message of hope across the community.
Lots of poppies and bunting were placed around the
parishes to celebrate VE Day.

Parish & Community responses to the 75th
anniversary of VE Day:
Knitted poppies old & new around the Benefice.
Individuals marked the day with respect in all 4
parishes including 11 year old Harry with a bugle call.

Other News:
n The Pastoral care teams and many individuals
in the Benefice regularly collect shopping and
prescriptions for those who are unable to leave
their homes. Our thanks to all those involved.
We are also working closely with other local
volunteers as we provide support and
information.
n Rev Jim was licensed by Zoom as new Area
Dean for Taunton.
n Mothering Sunday and Easter card mailing/
delivery: Our Lay Worship Assistant, Rosie,
created Mothering Sunday and Easter cards for
us to send out to church members, bringing joy
to many.
n Staying connected: The team has been working
hard to keep us all connected through phone
calling. Michele has also been continuing to
grow our e-mail database to send out our
weekly sheet and reflections. Michele, Paul and
Dean have worked hard to get more information
onto our web-site – do have a look!
southquantockbenefice.org.uk
n Our church wardens and PCCs have been
working behind the scenes by phone and e-mail
to care for the buildings, churchyards and
finances as well as planning for the future.

This Pentecost we pray
that you and your loved
ones stay safe and look
forward to the day we
can worship together in
our churches
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Parish Council News

Well here we are again, life much the same at the
moment still no fundraising events or get togethers!
But it has to be, we will make up for it when we are
allowed to.
No doubt all Charities are suffering, especially the
ones like Hearing Dogs who are not government
funded.
Fundraising groups make a difference and make
friends.
Some facts and figures from the Hearing Dogs for
Deaf People group's who make a difference:
! 8 fundraising branches
! 50 fundraising groups
! Last year between them raised in excess of
£84.000
! 597 active fundraising volunteers
! 248 active volunteer speakers UK-wide
! 3,012 people in our volunteer family
Child Partnerships:
When Scamp, a sweet orange roan cocker spaniel,
was partnered with 12 year old Amelia he
transformed her feelings about being deaf and
helped her believe anything is achievable. She
recently gave a speech to her year 10 group, which
she said was her biggest challenge so far.
She said: ‘Scamp has completely changed my life for
the better, he has given me the confidence to be
able to do what ever I choose to do.’
All the very best to the pair of them, I hope Amelia
achieves all her goals. It makes all the fundraising
worthwhile when you read her story.
So a big thank you as always for your support.
Stay safe and well,
My very best wishes,
Lin Keitch
Taunton and District Fundraiser

Community help and information sharing
It’s very strange to think that since the last time of
writing the Parish Council’s contribution to the Village
News, we have entered the world of lockdown, social
distancing, furloughing, and grants and loans for
businesses.
We have seen the setting up and growth of local help
groups with neighbours reaching out to others in their
communities: Monkton Heathfield Community
Facebook page, Aginhills Facebook page; and in our
neighbouring parish of Cheddon Fitzpaine, similar
pages have developed for Nerrols, Waterleaze and
Northwalls.
The West Monkton Parish Council Facebook page
continues, and Parish news is posted there and on
the website (www.westmonkton.net).
Staying in touch
If you aren’t very confident about the world of the
internet, please ask someone to help you; you can
access the internet using a relatively modern mobile
phone. It will enable you to read messages that you
won’t necessarily see in hard copy on a noticeboard
or receive by post; you will be able to join in
community communications. A significant number of
consultations on future planning, planning
applications and other matters are posted on the
internet now, rather than by post or at a meeting; and
if you can get connected, you can have your say.
You can also read the Village News!
Business as usual
Two years ago, the Parish Council determined to be
as paperless as possible, using emails for
communications, and large screens in the BACH for
meetings. The paperless culture has allowed the
Parish Council to easily continue ‘business as usual’,
and the regular meetings of the Parish Council have
continued by video-conferencing meetings using
Zoom. Access for members of the public has
remained, you just need to join the Zoom meeting,
instructions are given with the agendas posted on the
website and notice boards. If you aren’t sure of the
calendar of meetings, please check with the Clerk or
Assistant Clerk.
Brittons Ash Community Hall (BACH)
During lockdown, the BACH has been closed to
bookings. The hall will reopen when it is safe to do
so, information will be added to the website and
Facebook page when the hall is reopened. In the
meantime, if you are interested in booking the BACH
for a date later in the year please continue to contact
our Bookings Officer, Maggie
(bachbooking@westmonkton.net).
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Annual Audit
At this time of year, the Parish Council is completing
its annual audit. The Internal Audit is finished, the
next stage is the External Audit (by the Audit
Commissioners) and details of Electors’ Rights to
inspect the accounts will be published on the website
and noticeboards in the usual way. This year the
period of inspection will be in early September.
West Monkton and Cheddon Fitzpaine
Neighbourhood Plan
Work on the review of the Neighbourhood Plan has
slowed down. We have received informal comments
on the draft proposals, but we need to delay further
progress until the Somerset West and Taunton
Council’s forward plans are finalized. This is
because the West Monkton and Cheddon Fitzpaine
Neighbourhood Plan needs to continue to fit with the
forward plans of the District Authority. Declarations of
Climate and Ecological Emergency by SWTC,
Somerset County Council, West Monkton and
Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Councils is changing the
way plans are drawn up for the environment, built
environment, transport, water management, and so
on.
It is pleasing to read in the consultation documents
for MH2, that the policies of the WM&CF NP will be
taken into account as the plans develop. The MH2
consultation documents and the WM&CF
Neighbourhood Plan are available on SWTC website.
Maidenbrook Country Park
Work on the Maidenbrook Country Park project
continues, there is much background work to
complete, as well as maintaining the trees that have
been planted so far. SWTC, who currently own the
land, have allowed a soft opening for residents of the
two parishes (WM and CF) to use the park during the
lockdown. Residents are kindly requested to walk
only on the perimeter path mown for the purpose.
Dogs should be on the lead, and dog poo removed.
There is no car parking, please arrive on foot or by
bicycle. Please note there are no facilities in the
fields.
Policy document review
The Parish Council reviews its various policy
documents at this time and the revised documents
will be posted on the website shortly.
Annual Meeting of the Parish
Owing to the lockdown, the annual meeting for
residents scheduled for 26th March 2020 was
cancelled The meeting would have included a
climate change workshop, and this will be
rescheduled when public gatherings are allowed to
take place again.

responsibility held by Councillors until May 2021 are
as follows:
The Chairman is Cllr Stuart Haskins.
Cllr Alan Hall remains as Vice-Chairman and project
leader for the Country Park.
Cllr Barry Gage remains as the Chairman of the
BACH committee.
Member responsible
for Footpaths:
Cllr Gage.
Member responsible
for Allotments:
Cllr Haskins with
administrative support
provided by the Clerk.
Member responsible
for Highways:
Cllr Besley.
Member responsible for Public Open Spaces,
Recreation and Children’s Play Areas:
Cllrs Hope and Cavill.
Member responsible for Flooding:
Cllrs Hall and Cavill.
Member responsible for Safe Routes to School:
Cllr Tully.
Member responsible for Community Liaison and
Transport: Cllr Elliston.
Member responsible for Spital Trust liaison: Cllr Ellis
The contact information for Councillors is on the
West Monkton website which you can reach via
Facebook or www.westmonkton.net
The Clerk and Assistant Clerk are contactable by
email or you can phone 01823 413 524
clerk@westmonkton.net
assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net
Minutes of Parish Council meetings are available on
the website.
Grants
Grants are again available for projects organised by
groups or individuals which will benefit the
community in terms of health and well-being.
Additionally, and in support of the Parish Declaration
of Climate and Ecological emergency, the Parish
Council has set aside a small amount of funds to
assist in retro-fitting of houses to increase their
energy efficiency. Please read the grants policy on
the website then send in a letter/email making your
case and providing the information requested.
Please note, grant awards for retro-fitting will be
restricted to one per house, and will be a contribution
only toward total costs.

Annual Parish Council Meeting
Government advice during the lockdown resulted in
the cancellation of the Annual Meeting of the Parish
Council for this year, and Councils have been
allowed to continue for another year without the need
to elect a new Chairman and other positions of
responsibility within the Council. The areas of
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Thurston Family Memories

Glebe Court, West Monkton, was occupied by
Colonel and Mrs Thurston in the early 1930s and
Margaret Holder, who still lives in the village, can
remember being asked there for tennis parties in the
1950s. The Thurston’s had a son, Nigel, and a
daughter, Rosemary.
Nigel married Patricia Tonks, who was the niece of
the artist and Slade professor
Henry Tonks, shortly before the
war and then joined the Royal
Navy in 1939. He became 1st
Lieutenant on HMS Volunteer
and later joined HMS Halcyon.
He became friendly with a
fellow officer, Bryan Butchard.
In March 1940 Nigel told Bryan
that Pat, Nigel’s wife, had given
birth to twin daughters, Jill and
Wendy.
Henry Tonks
Less than three months later,
on 3rd June 1940, Nigel was
killed on the bridge of Halycon
by a German dive bomber while his ship was on one
of several rescue voyages to Dunkirk.

Courgette and Cheddar Soda Bread
In the first days of lockdown, when bread flour was at
a premium, this Good Food recipe was a real treat.
Ingredients
! 400g self-raising flour, plus extra for dusting
! 2 medium courgettes
! 50g rolled oat
! 1½ tsp bicarbonate of soda
! 75g mature cheddar, grated
! small bunch thyme, leaves only
! 284ml pot buttermilk
! 1 tbsp clear honey
! 1 egg, beaten
Method
1. Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6 and dust a
baking sheet with a little flour. Place a box grater on
top of a clean tea towel and coarsely grate the
courgettes. Lift the corners of the tea towel and,
holding it over the sink, twist to compact the
courgettes and squeeze out as much liquid as you
can.

Bryan visited Nigel’s grieving widow and was told
she and Nigel wanted Bryan to be Wendy’s
Godfather. A friendship grew between them leading
to their marriage in Scotland two years later.
There followed 65 years together until Pat’s death in
2007. They had a son, called Tim who was born in
1944.
Bryan grew up in Chelmsford and his family were
great friends of the Holder family, sharing the same
maternity nurse. Bob Holder died in March 2018 and
on seeing the announcement of his death in the
Daily Telegraph, Bryan got in touch with Margaret
(via the undertaker) and has visited her in West
Monkton. Bryan is now 101 years old, lives in
Wiltshire and has an astonishing memory.
Sadly, Wendy died in January 2020. It had been
planned to inter Wendy’s ashes in the Thurston
tomb in West Monkton churchyard in June 2020.
Margaret Holder

Photo believed to have been taken on HMS Halcyon
Source: John Jenkins

2. Put the flour, oats, bicarb and 1 tsp fine salt in a
large bowl. Add most of the cheddar (save a little for
the top), the thyme and the courgette. Mix the
buttermilk and honey, then pour into the flour mixture.
Stir with a wooden spoon until the dough starts to
clump together, then tip onto a work surface and
knead briefly to bring all the loose bits together – try
not to overwork the dough or the bread will be heavy.
3. Shape into a round loaf and place on the baking
sheet. Brush with egg and sprinkle with the remaining
cheese. Use a sharp knife to score a deep cross on
top of the loaf,
then bake for 40
mins until deep
golden brown.
Best served
warm, but
leftovers will
keep for 1-2
days.
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Somerset Birds
One of the truly special summer visitors to Somerset is
the nocturnal Nightjar, a bird of heathland, cleared
conifer plantations and woodland edges with stands of
bracken. Rarely seen by day unless flushed from its
roost it is, for a bird with plumage of brown, grey and
black, remarkably beautiful. This cryptic plumage
makes it almost impossible to pick out when resting
quietly on the ground among dead bracken fronds. If
you are lucky enough to see a Nightjar in daylight you
will note a bird slightly larger than a Blackbird, the size
accentuated by a long tail and long, quite narrow,
wings that allow the bird to make rapid turns in pursuit
of moths, upon which it mainly feeds The sexes are
similar, but the male has prominent white patches on
the wings and outer tail that help to make it visible
during twilight courtship display.
Nightjars have very large eyes and excellent night
vision. In daylight these are reduced to tiny slits which
help to camouflage the bird even more. They are
protected by short whiskers at the base of the beak.
The beak itself is tiny, but the gape is very large,
enabling the Nightjar to capture moths and other
nocturnal insects with ease. We only have one
species of Nightjar in Britain, the European Nightjar,
but there are many more throughout the world.
Having much the same habits and lifestyle, the vast
majority are similar in appearance to our bird, although
some are adapted to live in deserts and tropical jungle
clearings.
In the past the Nightjar was regarded as a mysterious
bird and its crepuscular habits spawned many myths,
including one that it took the milk from goats, earning it
the country name of Goatsucker. Rather more
appropriate are the many alternatives, Fern Owl, Dor
Owl, Nighthawk (actually a real species of American
Nightjar) and Churn Owl, after its song, of which more
later.
As you would expect for an insectivorous species, the
Nightjar is a summer visitor, generally arriving from its
winter quarters in sub Saharan Africa in the last two
weeks of May.
The display,
nesting and
song period
lasts through
June and July
and most
have left by
September.
The nest itself
is nothing
more than a
small
A Nightjar egg in a bracken nest.
depression in
bracken
debris, or even bare earth, and two eggs is the usual
clutch. These, and the chicks, are also well
camouflaged, and finding them demands both skill and
patience. Shortly after hatching, and while still a long
way off flying, the chicks move up to 50 yards away
and continue to be fed by the male, while his mate
lays a second clutch.

A very well camouflaged Nightjar chick.

Nightjar watching, or even ‘Nightjarring’ as birders
often call it, is an annual summer favourite and
certainly something I look forward to every year. You
need a warm, calm summer evening, something we’ve
been lucky with lately. Find a watch point on a suitable
heath or clearing, preferably one with a panoramic
view, and be in position shortly before sunset.
Generally twenty minutes after sunset, in gathering
twilight, the male Nightjar will begin its extraordinary
song. This is a rich, mechanical churring, with slight
changes in pitch and is far carrying. It can last for up
to two minutes without pause.
In the half light it is sometimes possible to pick the bird
out on an exposed perch but, as the churring abruptly
ends, usually with a short series of weird clattering
notes like an engine breaking down, the bird takes
flight, often joined by the female. The flight is swift,
buoyant and graceful, and can be difficult to follow,
though the flight call, a liquid ‘gooick’ helps in location.
The male will sing from other perches, until darkness
descends, and feeding begins. The whole
performance, rarely less than memorable, lasts about
half an
hour.
We are
fortunate in
having a
good
population
of Nightjars
in
Somerset,
our nearest
on the
Quantocks.
Nightjar with beak open while churring.
Excellent
sites, with nearby car parks, are Staple Plain, with its
adjacent combes, and the area around Aisholt
Common and Triscombe Stone. Nightjars also sing
and display just before and just after dawn and,
arguably, with the strengthening light, are easier to
see. I do, however, appreciate that not everyone
shares my enthusiasm for a 3 a.m. start, but it really is
worth making the effort.
Brian Hill
Somerset Ornithological Society welcomes people
whatever their level of interest in birds. Please
contact me on 01823 442918 for details. Our 2020
programme will resume as soon as this is permitted.
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David Bellman

David Bellman, of Monkton Elm Garden Centre, died
on February 28, aged 85.
David was born in Elton, London, spent his early
years in Newport, Pembrokeshire before moving to
Kenya in 1950 where his father was stationed after
the war. David met his wife Luella in Kenya where he
had farmed, mainly coffee, cattle and corn, for some
years. David also managed the world’s largest undercover chrysanthemum farm providing cut flowers to
the European market.
David, along with Luella who died two years ago,
founded the garden centre more than 40 years ago.
It was on the site of an old tomato nursery here in the
village. David and Luella had three children;
Caroline, William and Heather and eventually seven
grandchildren. The garden centre was always a
family project, with the whole family helping with
picking and packing the tomatoes.
For a long time the tomatoes were grown in
greenhouses which covered over half an acre, but
then, as more and more imports of tomatoes came
in from Holland, the tomato crop became
uneconomic. The Bellmans then tried something
else, they started selling bedding plants, hardy plants
and a small selection of garden sundries.
During the 1980s the glasshouses were turned into a
covered shopping area and slowly but surely
Monkton Elm developed into the leading 21st century
destination retail garden centre it is today.
Some of the 1980 features can still be seen today,
particularly the water-tower towards the top of the
site and the pond where customers can often be
seen feeding the ducks and fish.
At that time a restaurant also became an important
part of the garden centre, it was called the Four
Seasons . People could now visit the restaurant and
then enjoy a tasty meal, piece of cake and cup of
coffee.
The Bellman family are proud that they created a
kind of ‘club’ atmosphere where loyal customers who
have witnessed Monkton Elm grow over the years,
see Monkton Elm as not just a garden centre, but a
meeting place and hub of the local community. They
organise and arrange many special events at the
garden centre from charity days, to gardening club
evenings and food & wine tasting events.

In the 1990s the garden centre was revamped again
and now includes an even bigger restaurant but
plants are still the core of the business.
Monkton Elm has now become an award winning
garden centre, employing nearly 120 staff, many of
whom have been at the garden centre for more than
20 years.
Mr Bellman was a
big believer in the
community, and
aimed to provide a
location were local
clubs could meet.
He also was
always willing to
give help to local
organisations by
donating plants, gift
cards for prizes and advice about gardening.
The family business is now run by Michael Lind, sonin-law of Mr and Mrs Bellman, together with Steve
Searle and Andrew Pitman both of whom have
worked at Monkton Elm for over 30 years. Monkton
Elm is proud to have been recognised by the
Somerset Chamber of Commerce as an award
winning "Family Business of the Year".
On David’s death the family issued a statement they
said: "The garden centre was dad’s life, much more
than just a business. He was the heart and sole of it.
Our family grew up on the site and he always
encouraged us to play an active role in the business.
He loved to get involved in the practical day to day
running of things, but was also known for his
attention to detail.
Our father knew that people are the greatest asset of
any business. The staff at the garden centre were
always viewed and still are viewed as part of the
extended family and he was often seen chatting to
them throughout the day."
In 2018 David was thrilled to receive the award of
Honorary Life Member of the Taunton Flower Show
from Chairman Adrian Prior-Sankey at a special
event held in Taunton
Over the years the Bellmans also organised a
number of charity events, for example in November
2010 they hosted a charity dinner raised more than
£3,000 for Parkinson's UK.

Mr & Mrs Bellman being presented with the The Albert
Goodman Family Business Award in November 2012
Photos from Somerset County Gazette
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Gardening Corner
Strategies for droughts
In the last 2 years, the weather has not been as
temperate and gentle as I remember growing up in
Somerset. We have seen months of scorching
drought followed by months of relentless rain.
Challenging conditions for any gardener or grower.
The choice we have is to fight against the change in
the climate or to go with it. Mitigation or adaptation.
The main issue caused by extended periods of dry
sunny weather is maintaining access to water for the
plants. There are a variety of approaches that can
help with this:
1) We can alter the soil make up by adding organic
matter, which has the double benefit of holding
on to moisture in drought and also improving the
structure of the soil to assist with drainage in
wet weather. Mulching the surface with organic
material such as compost, leaf-mould, woodchip or even gravel will help reduce water loss
through wind drying and evaporation.
2) Many people have now heard of raised beds,
but you can also dig sunken beds, with the
planted surface sitting 10-20 cm below the
surrounding soil level. These can act as a sort of
collecting point for surrounding water, perfect for
growing moisture loving plants in a dry climate.

3) It may seem obvious but providing shade from
direct sunlight can make a big difference to
plants. An upper mini-canopy of small trees or
shrubs, which can be pruned to allow space for
planting underneath can help to create a
damper micro climate, benefiting everything
growing in the planting.
4) Try to avoid watering where possible. The
famous plantswoman, Beth Chatto said you
should only water a plant in the ground once –
when you plant it. This makes sure the plant
grows tough, thrusting roots down to find
deeper sources of moisture.
5) Perhaps the most important of all, choose
plants that are better performers in dry
conditions. Plants from steppe or
Mediterranean climatic zones are often tough
and able to deal with scarce water and nutrient
availability. Also, often our native northern
European plants are tougher than we give
them credit for. Through these dry sunny
months the hedgerows and meadows have
been alive with flowers and many of these
such as cow parsley, knapweed, meadow sage
and ox-eye daisies, make good garden plants.

Ox-eye Daisies

Digging deep beds

Tom Nielsen
http://www.biocentric.org.uk/

West Monkton Evening Women’s Institute
What a strange year 2020 has been, the early part of the year we saw the Australian bush fires which
ripped through much of this vast country, everyone praying for rain to dampen down the fires, and
here we are at the end of May and I hear the gardeners and farmers saying much the same thing for
their much needed crops!
Oh, but how lucky we have been that we have had such lovely weather during this global pandemic – can you
imagine being shut indoors or queuing outside supermarkets in the cold and the wet. Although this has been a
tough time for all of us, we are getting through it and, in lots of ways, some good has come out of something awful.
Don’t you find that people care more and look less stressed as the pace of life has reduced? People have been so
imaginative, in lots of different ways, and entertaining us during this bleak time.
I for one have said that modern technology takes over people’s lives, particularly the youngsters, but I am the first
to hold my hand up and say for many it has been a blessing, being able to keep in touch with the outside world.
We will all be so grateful to resume visiting our friends and family and being able to join in group
activities again, like our WI. Holidays for 2020 have been abandoned, but hopefully we can rebook these for 2021,
and keeping safe and staying at home will have been worth it.
Shirley Hector
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Coffee pleasure
One of the things I have actually
been taking pleasure in during the
lockdown is enjoying a cup of
coffee!
Not just absent mindedly sipping one while doing
something else (although I have never got to the
walking along the street while clutching a hot coffee
state) but sitting down, often in the sun, and really
enjoying and savouring the taste of the coffee in front
of me.
In different parts of the world coffee is experienced in
different ways; for example in Argentina it is usually a
time of relaxation and enjoyment, people hang out at
cafés for hours to take a break from the daily routine
and enjoy the simple pleasure of drinking coffee.
While in Portugal people walk into tiny cafés, order
and pay for a very small, strong coffee and stand up
at the counter to drink it. They are out of the café
within a minute and on with whatever they were in
the middle of.
It doesn’t
matter if you
love or hate
coffee, for
many people
it is a vitally
important
part of their
day. A
recent study
in the US
found out
that 54% of
adults drink coffee every day. Many people choose
to drink coffee first thing in the morning believing it to
give them energy to face the day.
Every now and then there are reports that coffee can
have health benefits or alternately that it is bad for
you!
Of course plain, black coffee is extremely low in
calories, about 2 calories per cup, but adding sugar,
milk or cream quickly changes that!
At times it has been said that coffee can help lower
the risk of heart disease, the risk of having a stroke,
the development of type two diabetes and protect
from gallstones; it almost feels that one should drink
it, just incase!
The very thought of coffee can instantly work magic
on many of us. The smell and strong flavour really
work wonders in uplifting our moods and giving us an
instant happiness.
Drinking coffee together with friends is also a lovely
thing to do and something many of us will be looking
forward to post lockdown.
So in order to truly appreciate coffee this is what we
should do, apparently:
‘Smell the aroma from the hot cup. Take in the
soothing mocha colour. Relish the rich flavour.
Drinking your coffee mindfully will help you live in the
moment, centre yourself and find happiness in life’s
simple pleasures’.

News from West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE

We are still in lockdown but there are still things that
need to be done. Two of us go down regularly to
make sure everything is in order. The garden needs
constant attention at the moment. Whilst bagging up
a pile of shrubbery prunings recently we had a lovely
surprise, a slow worm had become attached to one
of the branches. It then disappeared like lightening
out of sight.
We received another surprise when we were
informed that we were eligible to claim the
government grant awarded to village halls and
community buildings for loss of income during this
lockdown period. We are, of course, waiting for
government advice as to when we can reopen.
Just before lockdown we had agreed to replace the
fence along the roadside. Hopefully this will go
ahead quite soon. We are also looking into improving
the sound system throughout the hall.
Our AGM is due to take place on July 20th, but
because of the general disruption this may have to
be delayed. Please contact Joyce Keyte, whose
details are listed on Page 2 of this edition, if you are
interested in an update on this.
Sadly, our gardener Graham Porter has passed
away. Graham enjoyed keeping our grounds tidy and
he also helped with the buffing of our wooden floors.
Some future fundraising events are planned, they
are:
October 2nd, 7:00pm for 7:30pm
Supper Evening with speaker
December 1st, 12:30pm for 1:00pm
Soup and Puds Lunch
A Charity Coffee Morning will be arranged to raise
funds for St Margaret’s Hospice in memory of the
late Barbara Harper, a very supportive member of
the Coffee Mornings since we started. The planned
date is 15th October - see Page 7 for more details.
This is of course subject to government advice re
lockdown.
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Fleas and Cats
It’s the usual busy Monday morning with lots of
appointments to see and Tigger has been brought in
by his loving owner, Mrs Jones, because she is
worried that Tigger, her much loved indoor Siamese
cat, has been scratching a lot. Indeed, once the vet
has examined Tigger, it is clear that he is very sore.
She has found hairless patches and small scabby
crusts along Tigger’s back. Mrs Jones explains to the
vet that it can’t possibly be fleas – Tigger is an indoor
cat, only venturing very occasionally into the garden
and Mrs Jones treats him once a year with a flea
product she buys from the pet shop. Unfortunately,
on this occasion it is clear that fleas are the problem,
as the vet demonstrates “flea dirt” ie. Flea poo in
Tigger’s coat. Although Tigger is the only cat in the
house, Mrs Jones also owns a Labrador, Jessie and
she feeds a couple of other neighbourhood cats,
though they are only allowed in her porch.
This is an all too common scenario we see in
practice. Fleas are a very common parasite, present
on as many as 1 in 5 cats and 1 in 10 dogs in the
UK. Adult fleas live on our pets but these only
represent 5% of the population, the other 95%
establish in our homes, as eggs, larvae, pupae and
newly emerged unfed adult fleas. All cats and dogs
may be exposed to fleas when they are outside,
leading to establishment of household infestation.
Even indoor cats may be exposed if newly emerged
adult fleas are brought into the house by owners or
other pets, as in this scenario. A flea life cycle from
egg to adult can be completed in less than 8 weeks
and as adult fleas can lay eggs within 24 hours, it is
clear to see how a few adult fleas brought into a
house on clothing or by other animals can quickly

Sudoku
The rules of Sudoku are quite simple. Fill in the
blanks so that each row, each column, and each of
the nine 3x3 grids contain one of each of the
numbers 1 through 9.
So here are two for you to try:
Easy

lead to a household infestation when no
preventative treatments are in place.
In Tigger’s case, he is affected by a common
condition called Flea Allergic Dermatitis or FAD,
where only one or two fleas can trigger an allergic
response causing him to scratch, which leads to
broken skin and bald patches. But scratching is not
the only problem fleas can bring. Large numbers
can cause anaemia particularly in young animals,
and fleas can also transmit a number of different
infections including Feline Infectious Anaemia,
tapeworm, cat scratch disease and Spotted Fever.
Use of a routine effective flea treatment is,
therefore, crucial on cats and dogs all year round.
Environmental sprays are also useful in bringing
existing household infestations under control as it
can take 3 months to get on top of an existing
infestation. With many different flea products
available, your vet or vet nurse are the best places
to get specific guidance on what control method is
right for you and your animals.
In this case, Mrs Jones started using a monthly
spot-on for Tigger and a tablet for Jessie, as she
liked to swim. She stopped allowing the local cats
into her house and used an environmental spray in
the house and car.
After a course of
anti-inflammatories
and the right flea
treatments in place,
Tigger was back to
his usual beautiful
self in no time.
Kelly Foden
BVetMed MRCVS

Suduko was originally called Number Place. In the
19th century such puzzles were found in French
newspapers and since 1979 also in puzzle books.
However, the modern Sudoku only began to gain
popularity in 1986 when it was published by a
Japanese puzzle company under the name Sudoku,
meaning "single number".
Medium

Answers on Page 25
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FREE ITEMS/ITEMS FOR SALE/WANTED
Items up to £100 in value are included. We do
not make any charge for this service and take
no responsibility for the quality or safety of
the items advertised.
If you would like to include something in this
section please contact Lorna Walters on
01823 412017 or lc.walters33@btinternet.com
! Nothing will be available until after the
lockdown.

National Blood Donor Service
TRAVEL TO BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS IS
REGARDED AS ESSENTIAL TRAVEL.
Centres have put in place extra safety measures
Sessions will be held at:
St James Church
7th July, 11th August, 8th September
Taunton Catholic Centre
1st September
Priorswood Academy
19th August

Thank You
Thank you to all our advertisers,
you keep our magazine
going and we
hope you get lots of business
from our readers.
Taunton Deane Borough
Council
Information regarding the
change in opening hours for
the Customer Hub (Taunton
Deane Borough Council’s face to face service). The
new opening hours for the Customer Hub (face to
face) are;
Monday & Tuesday
8:30am – 5:00pm
Wednesday
9:30am - 5:00pm
Thursday & Friday
8:30am – 5:00pm

What is the Slinky?
Slinky is an accessible bus service funded by Somerset
County Council for people unable to access
conventional transport. This service can be used for a
variety of reasons such as getting to local health
appointments or exercise classes, visiting friends and
relatives, going shopping or for social reasons. You can
also use the Slinky as a link to other forms of public
transport.
Who can use the Slinky?
You will be eligible to use the Slinky bus if you:
• Do not have your own transport
• Do not have access to a public bus service
• Or have a disability which means you cannot access
a public bus
Parents with young children, teenagers, students, the
elderly, the retired and people with disabilities could all
be eligible to use the Slinky bus service.
How does it work? If you are eligible to use the
service you will first need to register to become a

Monkton Heathfield Village Hall
21st August
Creech St Michael village Hall
9th September
For further details ring 0845 7711711
or go online at www.blood.co.uk

To get a pdf copy of the
Village News emailed to you,
Assembling the Poppy Project
See Page 28

please email
thelocalvillagenews@live.co.uk

member of the scheme. You must complete a
registration form and return it to the booking office
before using the service for the first time.
Once registered you can then book a journey by
contacting your booking office at least 24 hours before
you want to travel. Trips can be booked up to two
weeks in advance.
How much does it cost? Please phone the booking
office to check the cost for your journey. English
National Concessionary Travel Scheme passes can be
used on Slinky services. You will need to show your
pass every time you travel.
Somerset Student County Tickets are also valid on
Slinky services.
Somerset County Council’s Slinky Service is operated
by: Somerset County Council
Booking number:
01823 331266 Monday to Friday 9:30am to 3:30pm. For
more information on Community Transport in your area,
please phone Somerset Direct on 03001232224 or visit
our website at www.travelsomerset.co.uk
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HILARY NORMAN
Foothealth Practitioner RFHP
GENERAL FOOT CARE
Nail Cutting & filing, Corn & Callus removal,
In-growing toenails, fungal infections and
general advice on the care of your feet.
Treatment in the comfort of
your own home
01823 490280
07969 448793
hilary.norman@btinternet.com

BEN GRAY

CARPENTRY
Fully Qualified Carpenter
For All Your Carpentry Needs
T: 07540328951
E: benfgray@gmail.com

For an appointment
call
01823 351122

Taunton Solicitors
Legal Services and Advice
BUYING AND
SELLING PROPERTY
FAMILY LAW & DIVORCE

SHARED OWNERSHIP HELP
TO BUY
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

LASTING POWERS
OF ATTORNEY

WILLS
PROBATE & TRUSTS

Visit our website for discounts and costs
www.tauntonsolicitors.com
2 Tangier Central Taunton TA1 4AP
e-mail: info@tauntonsolicitors.com

Oven Cleaning Services
All types of ovens professionally cleaned.
Household friendly process throughout.
Are You Looking for a Keep Fit Class?
Come along, socialise, make new friends and have
fun keeping fit!
West Monkton Village Hall Wednesdays 6pm to 7pm.
£6.00 (Term time only)
Aerobic based exercise for all abilities
and levels of fitness.
Come and have fun getting fit.
For more details contact:
Heather on 07561498365 fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather

Have your cooker restored to like new condition.
Including Ranges, AGAs, Extractors, Microwaves, Hobs

Call Orlando Jackson for more information
Est: 2010
Find us on Facebook
Oven Cleaning Services Langport

01458252551
07519118856
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Alex Holley
Flooring

For all your flooring
requirements

Your local specialist
for:
Carpet, Vinyl,
Kardean,
Wood and Safety
Flooring

SOM
E

TEAM

Tel: 07734860724
Pilates and Totter Strength
and Balance Class
Keeping you Steady on
your feet.
Brittons Ash Community Hall
TA2 7FT
For bookings and
enquires contact:
Dianne
Mobile:
07850473428
Email:
funfit.dianne@btinternet.com

Mobile Foot Care
Professional foot treatment & advice
in your own home

Ingrowing Toenails
General Foot Care
Cracked Heels
Nail Trimming
Callouses
Corns
Phone:
079699 12080
Email:
rachaelsalter1234@gmail.com

DÉCOR 8 with Atlas

Somerset’s Largest Independent
Stairlift & Mobility Aid Supplier
Frobisher Way - Taunton TA2 6BB
Mobility Shop open Monday to Fri day
9am - 5pm
and Saturday between 9am - 1pm

T: Taunton 01823 288196
E: info@somersetstairlifts.co.uk
W: www.somersetstairlifts.co.uk

Home & Property
Maintenance
For all your painting,
decorating, carpentry
& maintenance
requirements
Contact Bob on
01823 413510
or
07790 812327
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The Monkton Inn

Nails & Beauty

Thank you for your support
during Covid 19
Come and try our new menu and
enjoy your meal in our beautiful
garden.
All tables socially distanced.
Kids play area.
Tel: 01823 412414
email:
peterval2009@hotmail.com

Bio Sculpture Gel Nails
Manicures
Pedicures
Waxing
Facials
Massage
Eyelash & Eyebrow
Treatments
St Tropez Tanning
Lisa Griffin
Yallands Hill, Monkton Heathfield

Mobile: 07977185840
Email: lisajayne_g@yahoo.co.uk
www.pampernailsandbeauty.co.uk

DT GAS
Heating & Plumbing

70 Station Road
Taunton TA1 1NX

Traditional Men’s Wear
Large size specialist 60 chest & waist

Tel: 01823 333332
Mob: 07811166829
email: dave@daveterrell.co.uk
NSC ACCOUNTANCY
& TAXATION SERVICES
Over 29 years experience
within large, local accountancy firms

I offer local, friendly, personal help
with:
! Initial set-ups, Vat registration etc
! Bookkeeping & Vat Returns
! Making Tax Digital (MTD)
! Sole Trader & Partnership
Accounts
! Limited Company Account
! Property Letting Accounts
! Tax Returns
! Corporation Tax Returns
PAYE, CIS and more ......
Give Nicky a call on 07557092087
or email
nicky@nscaccounting.co.uk

Tel/Fax: 01823 333169
E-mail: post@gurds.co.uk
www.gurds.co.uk
TONE VETERINARY
CENTRE

RIVERSIDE BUTCHERS
“Meat to please you,
Pleased to meat you”
Suppliers of high quality
local produce
Local Beef, Pork, Lamb,
Veal, Poultry and Game
Award Winning Homemade
Sausages, Pies, Faggots,
Bacon and Black Pudding
Home Cooked Meats
Free delivery
when you spend £30 or more
Supplying to the public and catering
trade

Tel: 01823 289097
Riverside Place, St James Street, Taunton

www.riversidebutchers.co.uk

! A Healthy Pet Club Loyalty
Scheme that spreads the cost of
your pets routine healthy care
! Exclusive MiPet food range and
Royal Canin Range of pet foods
! Exclusive MiPet Cover pet
insurance
! Free weight clinics with our
practice nurse
! Easy access and ample free
parking
Look on our website at
www.tonevets.co.uk for information
and matters relating to the health of
your pet and
www.facebook.com/tonevets for
practice updates
Surgeries at: Lisieux Way,
Blackbrook 01823 333909
Morse Road, Norton Fitzwarren
01823 340660
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A. STEWART
Plumbing & Heating
!
!
!
!
!
!

!

!
Natural Gas & LPG
Oil Installations & Servicing
!
Boiler Installations &
Servicing
Central Heating Systems !
!
Power Flushing
Bath Rooms/Shower
Rooms
Cloakrooms/Kitchens

Residential Park Homes &
Caravans
Cookers/Fires/Water
Heaters/Space Heaters
Vented/Unvented Water Systems
Energy Efficiency Qualified
Technician
! General Plumbing & Heating
Maintenance
! Call Outs and & Emergencies
Welcome

Call Ashley on: 07590729084 / 01823 412263
Email: info@astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk
www.astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk

LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL LAWNS
Garden Landscaping
Patios/Stone Walling/Decking/Pergolas
Commercial & Residential
! Laylawn Artificial Grass Licensees for the
South West
Contact: 01823 252023
www.englishgardenco.co.uk
www.lazylawntaunton.co.uk

Wastewater Maintenance Engineers
Covering all of the South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?
Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting, Tank Emptying,
Rainwater Harvesting System.
Service and Repairs, Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank
Inspection.
All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer.

FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!
M: 07749 118 500 | E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk |
W: www.alphawastewater.co uk
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DARREN GRAY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Gum
Rock
Rose for a
dry
garden.
See
Page 17

ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC
WORKS TO 18th EDITION
REGULATIONS

FOR ALL YOUR
ELECTRICAL
NEEDS
MOBILE: 07764996937

Fireplace Showroom
Chimneys Relined & New Build
HETAS registered Installers

Tel: 01460 74612
Fireplace Showroom, Tail Mill
Lane, Merriott TA16 5PF

www.wicksheating.co.uk

Messrs. E White & Son
(Taunton) Ltd.

DAVE BAKER
For all your
GARDEN REQUIREMENTS

*Fencing
*Hedge Cutting
*Drives *Walls *Paths
*Patios
Competitive Rates
Free estimates
Tel: 01278 662238
Mob: 07796658721
davebakerlandscapingservices.co.uk.

MOT
WHILE YOU WAIT
CROFT GARAGE LTD

Monkton Heathfield
01823 412393

138/139 East Reach, Taunton
Tel: Taunton 272183
(Day & Night Assistance)

Repairs & Servicing
Free Collection & Delivery

Family Funeral Directors
for Three Generations
Care At Home

Sudoku Answers
Easy:

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Medium:

Registered Qualified Micro Provider
DBS Checked and Fully Insured
Offering Help and Support
In Your Home
Personal Care
Housework
Shopping, Trips Out, Appointments
The List is Endless...
Nothing Is Too Much Trouble
For a friendly chat, I'd love to help
call Rachael on
01823 451187 or 07969944520

A huge thank you to all our advertisers
in this difficult time.
World
DayNews
at West
Monkton
Primary
Please support local businesses and please mention
theBook
Village
when
you contact
them.
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Neil
Robertson
Plumbing & Heating
Ltd
Plumbing - Heating Renewables
We cover all issues. Big or Small
From a Boiler Service to Full installation

Energy & Cost Efficient Living

over 30 years in business
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm
T: 01823 413999
Emergency mobile: 07050263606
e: info@neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk
www.neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk

07486388422
stephanieberner.music@gmail.com

A.G. PURCHASE

PIANO TUITION
Stephanie Berner
Bmus(Hons), DipLCM
Soprano - Professional singer
Singing, theory and piano teacher

Dodhill Green,
Nailsbourne
Taunton TA1 8AD
Tel:01823 451342

Tailor made, one-toone, at home support.
96% of clients
recommend us.
Home Instead
Senior Care take
great pride in
being there to help
people stay in the
comfort of their
own home.

!

Mortgages

!

Equity Release

!

Protection

!

Buildings Insurance

!

Commercial Lending

!

Business Protection

James
Gray

ALCM, LLCM, FLCM

Our award winning service includes:

! Companionship
! Light
Housekeeping
! Local
Transportation
! Meal Preparation
! Personal Care

! Medication
Reminders
! Respite
Services
! Specialist
Dementia Care
! Trips Out

ESTATE AGENTS

Your Local Estate Agents
Home Field View North,
Prockters Farm, West Monkton,
Taunton, Somerset TA2 8QN
01823 426090
sales@jamesgrayestateagents.com
jamesgrayestateagents.com

Tincknell Fuels Ltd
Your Local Fuel & Heating
Specialists

Heating Oil Deliveries
Tank Maintenance
Gas & Oil Boiler Servicing

¸ Gas & Oil Boiler Breakdowns

Priors Way, Monkton Heathfield, Taunton

Tel: 01823 413113
A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED AGAINST YOUR
HOME. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU
DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
OR ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT

Please call - 01823 211121 to discuss how
we can help.
www.homeinstead.co.uk/tauntonwestsomerset
Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise is
independently owned and operated.

01749 683911
www.tincknells.com
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Covering the whole of Somerset & Devon

Our Services include:
- TV Aerial installation
- Sky installation
- Extra TV points
- Freesat installation
- BT TV
- Digital TV set up
- Aerial Repairs

01823 325930

www.toneaerials.co.uk

aerialcaresouthwest@gmail.com

DISTINCTIVE MEMORIALS
BY
MANNING & KNIGHT
Also added inscriptions and maintenance
work on
existing memorials
32 Kingston Road
TAUNTON 275755
www.manningandknight.com
Competitive Prices All Year Round

Household Cleaning Undertaken
20 years experience

LES MARSH CARPETS
Wide Selection of Flooring Samples Available
Karndean Flooring, Vinyl & Natural Flooring
Remnants & Roll Stock Available
Estimating & Fitting Service
Property Letting Specialists & Insurance Work
Undertaken
Knowledgeable & Friendly Staff
Family Run Company Since 1979

Caring person who is willing to do all household
tasks. Will also help with shopping, collecting
prescriptions, accompanying to appointments
etc.

THE COMPLETE SERVICE

Visit Our Extensive Showroom
With Easy Parking
Cook Way, Bindon Road, Taunton TA2 6BJ
Open: Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 2pm
For a free estimate or service call 01823 335952
or email lesmarshcarpets@bt.connect.com
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References can be
supplied.
Reasonable charges.

Phone Angie on
07807892128
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Monkton Players
With only a week to go until curtain up, we had to cancel our Spring production of Spirit Level.
Understandably, we were disappointed, but of course the safety of our members and audience comes
first.
However, there is some good news. As soon as things return to some sort of ‘normal’, we will pick up
our scripts, dust off the cobwebs and look to perform the play then.
We look forward to seeing you again in the future.
Tim Hiscock - Director

Wildlife
in West
Monkton!
Photos:
Esther
WattsNielsen

And Finally ...
A society grows great when old men plant trees they know they will never sit under.
Greek proverb
Copy deadline for September - October 2020 is 1st August 2020

