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Useful Names and Telephone Numbers
Rector: Rev. Mary Styles - 01823 451189
The Vicarage, Kingston St Mary, TA2 8HW
Associate Vicar half-time: Rev Jim Cox - 01823 333377
Churchwarden: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
P.C.C Secretary: Samm Barge - 07976415337
P.C.C Treasurer: David Cooke Captain of Bell ringers: Pearl Jeanes - 412804
Church Flower Organiser: Angela Dill - 412395
Mothers’ Union: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
Benefice Office: Michele Hardiman - 01823 451257
Parish Council Clerk: Amy Shepherd - 01823 412922

clerk@westmonkton.net
PC Assistant Clerk: Tricia Cavill - 01823 413524

assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net
PC Chairman: Stuart Haskins - 07824410997

stuarthaskins@westmonkton.net
West Monkton Primary School Head:
James Blackmore - 01823 412582
Heathfield Community School Head:
Peter Hoare - 01823 412396
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 01823 414141
Taunton Deane Community Transport:
01823 331266 Mon-Fri. 9 am to 4 pm (Slinky Bus
24hrs notice).
Village Hall:
Telephone, incoming calls only - 01823 412068
Booking Officer: Mrs Lyn Batt Tel: 01823 412089
Chairman: Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Vice Chairman: Colin Bentley Tel: 01823 413193
BACH (Brittons Ash Community Hall)
Chairman: Barry Gage 07752723311
barrygage125@btinternet.com
Booking Officer: Maggie Little 01823 323662

bachbookings@westmonkton.net
Useful E-Mail addresses & websites:
Community Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk
Parish Council Website: www.westmonkton.net
Litter Hotline: 01823 356356
Village Agent: Linda Burton
Mobile: 07931018019
Email: linda@somersetrcc.org.uk
Benefice Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-BeneficeWest-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfieldchurches-242102696183594/
Benefice website: www.southquantockbenefice.org.uk
Police Contact numbers:
Non emergency telephone 101
Emergency 999
To keep up to date on what’s been happening in our area,
you can followpolice social media pages:
Twitter @ASPWestSom @ASPolice
Facebook If you have any queries, the team can be
contacted at:
SomWestNPTTaunton@avonandsomerset.police.uk

PCSO Tony Wearmouth 8413 07889 655312
PCSO Steve Chapman 9981

Regular Events at West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE
Slimming World
Mondays
09:00 - 11:00
Phoenix Camera Club
Mondays
19:00 - 22:00
Pilates
Tuesdays
09:30 - 10:30
Brownies
Tuesdays (except school holidays)
18:00 - 19:30
Model Boat Club
Once a month on a Tuesday
19:30 - 21:30
Monkton Players
Tuesdays
20:00 - 22:00
Badminton
Tuesdays 14:00 - 15:00, Wednesdays 20:00 - 22:00
Yoga
Wednesdays
09:30 - 10:45
National Childbirth Trust
Wednesdays
10:00 - 12:00
Fitness for Fun
Wednesdays
18:00 - 19:00
Bizzy Boots Line Dancing
Wednesdays
19:00 - 21:45
Writers Club
Wednesdays (except first in month)
19:15 - 21:15
Pilates
Thursdays
18:30 - 19:30
Coffee Morning (Ladies and Gents)
Thursdays
10:00 - 11:30
Monkton Evening WI
Fourth Thursday of the month
17:30 - 19:30
Ladies Afternoon Tea
Third Thursday of the month
14:30 - 16:30
Trams & Light Railways
Once a month on a Saturday
13:30 - 16:30
Hardy Plant Society, Somerset Group
Once every month on a Saturday
10:30 - 13:00
South West Orchid Society
Once a month on a Sunday
14:00 - 17:00
SGI Buddhist Group
Second Sunday of the month
10:00 - 12:30
‘O’ Gauge Model Railways
Quarterly on a Sunday
09:00 - 17:00
For more information please contact Joyce Keyte on

Tel: 01823 412294
Village News:
Please forward information for the next edition to the
Associate Editors, Lorna Walters, Tel. 01823 412017
lc.walters33@btinternet.com
Dawn Watts, Tel. 01823 412201 dawnwattsdk@yahoo.co.uk
Village News Treasurer Ken Jones
Distribution of the Village News is organised by: Barry
Gage, Maggie & Gordon Little and David Pearson.
Submissions to Village News may be made by e-mail or by
hard copy. Please ask for a receipt to your e-mail to ensure
that it arrives. Items submitted will be subjected to editing if
necessary. The deadline for submissions for the March April 2021 Village News is 1st February 2021.
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Somerset Birds
The crow family (Corvidae) with representatives
worldwide is an interesting group. Despite this they
receive little attention from birders, perhaps because the
most familiar members are so common.
The ‘standard’ species is the Carrion Crow, often thought
to be a solitary species and although it certainly is when
nesting, it often flocks with its close relatives, Rooks and
Jackdaws. It is entirely black with a medium sized grey
bill, and in some
lights the
plumage has a
bluish sheen.
The name
‘Carrion’ is a
little unfortunate
as its diet is very
varied, a key to
its success as a
species, and let
us remember
Carrion Crow
even the
magnificent
Golden Eagle is partial to carrion!
The Rook is slightly smaller than a Carrion Crow and is
best distinguished by the greyish skin at the base of the
bill, which is itself larger than that of a Crow. Rooks also
have ‘shaggy trousers’ of feathers covering the thighs.
Favourite foods are earthworms, small insects, grubs and
seeds. They are particularly fond of leather jackets, the
larvae of the Daddy Longlegs and, as such, are a friend
to the farmer, something that is not always recognised.
Rooks are communal nesters, and colonies in tall trees
can have well over a hundred nests.
The Jackdaw is much smaller than either of the above
and is also gregarious, often flying around in large family
groups. They call excitedly, a loud ‘jack’ as they do so.
Jackdaws have two features that aid identification, a
greyish cast to the nape and attractive, bright blue eyes.
Clever birds, at one time they were often trained as pets.
Jackdaws nest in holes in trees but also have an
unwelcome fondness for nesting in unsealed chimneys,
something that does not endear them to householders.
They are determined too, often dropping several hundred
sticks down the flue until they establish a platform.
A rather more popular crow is the elegant Chough, a bird
that many years ago bred on cliffs in the County and may
do so again if its improving fortunes lead to range
expansion. They breed within sight of the Somerset coast
in South Wales and have recently made a welcome
return to Cornwall, where they are doing well. Choughs
are about the size of a Jackdaw and they often flock with
them. They have a glossy black plumage and a down
curved red bill which they use to probe for insects in
short turf on sea cliffs. They are magnificent fliers, riding
air currents and updrafts with consummate ease. You are
not likely to see Choughs in Somerset, although there
have been odd records, the most recent from Brean
Down.
The largest of the ‘black’ crows is the Raven, a bird once
confined to the wilder parts of Exmoor and the Somerset
Coast. It has recently increased and expanded into

lowland areas and even towns. It is not unusual to
see one over central Taunton these days, and
there are at least two pairs in West Monkton where
they have bred in the churchyard. It is a very large

Ravens in West Monkton churchyard

crow, the size of a Buzzard, with a huge bill and
long diamond-shaped tail. In flight its silhouette
looks cruciform and it draws attention by its
frequent deep throaty ‘gronk gronk’ calls, quite
different from other crows. Ravens may pair for life
and family parties often remain together
throughout the year. Display begins early, often in
January, and Ravens, more so than other crows
are superb fliers. Their tumbling flights over
coastal cliffs, showing their total mastery of the
airspace are a joy to watch. Hurlstone Point near
Minehead is a great place to witness this.
Two more colourful crows are the attractive Jay
and the Magpie. The former is a wary bird but not
necessarily shy. It is mostly russet pink in colour,
with a prominent
white lower back
and a jewel of a
wing flash, bright
blue and black.
Acorns are a
favourite food
and Jays will
cache these in
the autumn, and
Jay
are thus
responsible for
propagating many oaks.
The Magpie needs no description and is a
particularly common bird in our area. It is the
subject of much folklore and there can be few
people who don’t know some proverb or ditty
about this bird. I always think of Magpies that, if
they were rarer, they would be one of the most
sought after birds. Thought of as black and white,
the plumage has a range of subtle beautiful
colours. Do take a detailed look at one when you
get chance.
Brian Hill
Somerset Ornithological Society welcomes people
whatever their level of interest in birds. Please contact
me on 01823 442918 for details. Our meetings
programme will resume as soon as this is permitted.
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Broomsquires
Until recently I had not heard the word Broomsquire
but, after a Zoom meeting with a group of Quantock
walkers when the word was mentioned, I decided to
find out more.
Broomsquires were a strange and long-lost itinerant
people who lived on the
Quantocks and collected
Heather from which they
manufactured besoms, in other
parts of the country Broom or
Birch brushwood were used.
Besoms are a kind of broom
these days mostly pictured in
the hands of witches in
children’s books. In the past
besoms were used for most
daily sweeping jobs; kitchens,
farm yards, pub floors and
smaller ones for cleaning
surfaces.
Broomsquires were mostly
restricted to the heathlands of
England, such as those in
Surrey, in the New Forest and
A Besom Broom
further south on the Quantocks.
At times the brush of the broom wasn’t heather but
birch twigs and this, strictly speaking, turned their
makers into besom-squires, a term that appears only
rarely.
Sometimes besoms were made for very specific
purposes; for example in Kent butchers used to tie a
bundle of branches of a small evergreen shrub
together together and use it as a broom to clean off
carving blocks. Butcher’s broom (Ruscus aculeatus)
is a small, evergreen shrub, it
forms a neat mound. The tip of
each leaf is a sharp spine. The
name butcher’s broom comes
from an old use of the plant.
Squire is not really a term of
respect in this context.
Alongside its sense of a
country gentleman was a
contemptuous one that
evolved from its oldest
meaning of an attendant on a
Butcher’s Broom
knight, hence later merely a
servant, and a lowly one at
that. Broom-squires, often itinerant and always poor,
had an unsavoury reputation not so far removed from
the then conventional view of gypsies.
However, in Mulfords Hill in Hampshire there is still a
Royal Warrant Holder for Besom Brooms and Pea
Sticks.
There were also Broomsquires on the Quantocks
although not much has been written about the
broomers or broomsquires of Over Stowey. The
Victoria County History makes this reference: Broom
making was of some local significance. In 1851 17
men from 9 households, mostly members of the
Palmer family living at Bincombe and Friarn, earned

a precarious living as broomers or broomsquires.
Demand for their products was said in 1868 to be
falling, but broomers remained in the parish until the
1880. (From Victoria County History of the County of
Somerset Vol VI1992)
There seems to have been a community of families
involved in the making and selling of brooms
(besoms) in the Over Stowey hamlets of Bincombe
and Friarn from at least the seventeenth century.
One family, the Palmers, made brooms right up to
the nineteen-forties. Some members of the family
moved into Nether Stowey. They were seen as a
rough lot and were treated somewhat as outcasts,
rather like gypsies.

Billy Anthony Palmer in 1948

The following extracts are from William Holland’s
diaries:
Sunday February 8, 1807: A great many of the
Broom Squires as they call them were at Church. A
wild set of people heretofore never coming near any
place of worship. I am glad they now come to church
and seem well dressed. They live on making brooms
and carrying them to Taunton. Their brooms are
made of Heath.
Sunday June 16, 1811...We had here the Church
very full in the afternoon, several persons from other
parishes having come on account of the woman that
was lately buried, one of the Palmers and so all the
Broom Squires were at Church and some of them I
believe had not been at Church since they were
Christened. One man absolutely kneeled down at the
time through ignorance of what he was to do.
(From: Paupers and Pig Killers –The Diary of William
Hollanded: Jack Ayres 1994)
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They made besoms from heather and from birch and
then hawked them around the local towns and
villages. A local resident, Rose Stacey (b 1898) was
interviewed in 1981:
MG: You obviously remember the Broom Squires.
RS: Oh yes, yes. I had an old gent who lived with
me, well he was related to my husband, an uncle. Of
course when I went up to Castle Hill to live he was
there and he used to make the brooms.
MG: What was his name?
RS: Palmer. He would take he did six heather
brooms, he would go up to Barford Park that’s nearly
into Enmore, walk, he never went on a train or rode
on a bus. Always used to walk. He would take six
brooms on his shoulder to Barford Park; sell them
there, sixpence each. He would go from there to []
Spaxton, [] family lived, he would go in there and
find out if they wanted any, make another six and
take that there. Very often they would give him
bread and cheese and a pint of beer. He would go
from there to Gotheney Hall, go from there call in at
Cannington to the Rev Brockley Davis’s. Find out if
he wanted some then he would walk home.
(From Somerset Voices: Somerset Heritage Centre)
The road which passes through Friarn once had a
large number of small cottages constructed from
local materials built by the broomers. Some have
been demolished, and others have been smartened
and modernised. Other cottages in Bincombe have
now gone except for one, at the bottom of the road

year and a day as an example to others are still easy
to find. Walford was so good looking in life that it was
said by locals that, “He looked better dead after a
year and a day than most men do in their prime…” In
1896 Sabine Baring-Gould, an Anglican priest,
antiquarian and novelist, published a novel called The
Broom-Squire. In this he said:
At some unknown date squatters settled in the
Punch-Bowl, at a period when it was in as wild and
solitary a region as any in England. They enclosed
portions of the slopes. They built themselves hovels;
they pastured their sheep, goats, cattle on the sides
of the Punch-Bowl, and they added to their earnings
the profits of a trade they monopolized — that of
making and selling brooms. On the lower slopes of
the range grew coppices of Spanish chestnut, and
rods of this wood served admirably for broomhandles. The heather when long and wiry and strong,
covered with its harsh leafage and myriad hard
knobs, that were to burst into flower, answered for the
brush. On account of this manufacture, the squatters
in the Punch-Bowl went by the designation of BroomSquires. They provided with brooms every farm and
gentleman’s house, nay, every cottage for miles
around. A wagon-load of these besoms was often
purchased, and the supply lasted some years. A
footnote in The Sporting Review in December 1840 to
an article about hunting over yet another heath, in
Somerset, described broom-squires negatively as “A
variety of the genus homo found on Quantock, living
on whortleberries, dwarf-birch, &c, &c. Towards
winter they frequent the lower grounds, and prey on
game of all sorts, preferring that of their own killing.”
Thanks to Paul Upton, of Friarn on the Quantocks, for
his help with this article.

The cottage now called Broomsquires in 1851

beside the stream (now called “Broomsquires”)
Broomsquires are the theme of a novel called ‘The
Last Broomsquire’ by Martin Hesp which is set in the
Quantock Hills. ‘The Last Broomsquire’ takes the
very real events surrounding the 18th century story
about the hanging of John Walford and weaves it
into a Quantock novel - a tale of passion, brutality,
adventure and romance.
Dead Woman’s Ditch and Walford’s Gibbet are
mentioned in the novel and can, of course, be found
on the Quantocks. Dead Woman’s Ditch, the
supposed site of the murder of Jane Shorey, and
Walford’s Gibbet where her murderer, John Walford,
was hanged and left dangling in a tree nearby for a

‘Broomsquires’ today

A very early picture of a witch on a broomstick from
"Le champion des dames" by Martin Le France (1451)
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West Monkton, Kingston St
Mary, Cheddon & Broomfield
Contact:
office@southquantockbenefice.org.uk

South Quantocks Benefice

Letter from Rev Jim:
A friend of mine declared 2020 the worst year in
his life ever. He had never before seen our country
so divided and nasty; neither had he known
democratic governments so predisposed to blatant
dishonesty and so tolerant of structural violence.
The pandemic just confirmed what had already
become for him an environment of profound and
destabilizing hostility and that was before he got on
to the impending ecological crisis. The world had
become for him a dangerous place that could not
be trusted. He's young. Maybe it was just part of
his growing up, a developing self-awareness and
engagement with the wider world.
We can each look back on such periods. I grew up
imagining the Russians were about to drop a bomb
on us. And we can all recall various other crises:
Northern Ireland, Rwanda, Yugoslavia, the Gulf
Wars, Ethiopia... times when for somebody
somewhere it looked as though the world was
about to end - and for many it did.
Parts of the Bible were written during such
tyrannical and bewildering moments often
producing ‘apocalyptic’ texts which spoke so
directly to those involved. These accounts do not
flinch from the horrors but bizarrely they still
manage to speak words of hope: that somehow
within it all is the God of Love who holds us
through our suffering and into eternity.
For my young friend the year ended with a single
green shoot of hope: the American election prompting the comment: 'Well next year can't be
as bad as this'.
As we start this year, we must do better than that.
We go forward not in resignation, nor in blithe
optimism or brittle positivism but with a profound
assurance that whatever this year holds we have
the assurance of the
abiding Presence of God
to sustain us and renew
us, and that each
moment - however
terrible - can be
redeemed so that love
can be enabled to
flourish.
Jim

PLEASE NOTE:
This service schedule is dependent on (changing)
government guidance for public worship.
For up to date information please check with the
Benefice Office or our website:
https://southquantockbenefice.org.uk/
Unless you are exempt, face masks MUST be worn
in church.
We are following government guidance (eg on social
distancing, the celebration and distribution of Holy
Communion and not singing during worship).
In addition we continue to hold "Zoom" live worship at
10:30am each Sunday for those who prefer not to
venture out just yet.
If you have any questions or concerns please be in
touch.
All Communion Services unless otherwise stated:
Jan 3rd
8:30am
West Monkton
10:30am
Kingston
Jan 10th
10:30am
West Monkton
Jan 17th
8:30am
Kingston
10:30am
Broomfield
Jan 24th
10:30am
Cheddon
Jan 31st
10:30am
Kingston
Feb 7th
8:30am
West Monkton
10:30am
Kingston
Feb 14th
10:30am
West Monkton
Feb 17th
Ash Wednesday - TBA
Feb 21st
8:30am
Kingston
10:30am
Broomfield
Feb 28th
10:30am
Cheddon
Church buildings are open for private prayer (we
will update as changes allow – see website for any
changes)
Kingston: Wednesdays 2pm - 4pm and Sundays
11am – 1pm
Broomfield, Cheddon & West Monkton: Open
daily
We are currently still offering the following:
! Live Sunday 10:30am ‘Zoom’ services – please
contact us for details
! Weekly news-sheet with readings, short reflection
etc
! New Office Email address:
office@southquantockbenefice.org.uk
or see the website for links

Facebook Link:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-Benefice-West-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfield-churches242102696183594/
Copy deadline for March - April 2021 is 1st February 2021

Page 7

One more step

Bathpool Chapel

January takes its name from the Roman god, Janus,
who is usually depicted as having two faces, looking
both to the future and the past. At the start of a New
Year it is good to do the same.
2020 will sadly be remembered as the year disrupted
by COVID-19. Cracks in our care for each other have
been revealed and it has had a disproportionate effect
on those already vulnerable or deprived. It showed us
that those who are most essential to our needs, those
who clean and serve and care, are often those valued
least in our economy. However, we also saw
extraordinary acts of kindness and compassion, as
churches and communities worked together to
provide comfort, support, and practical care.
So, what of 2021? The temptation may be to forget
what we have learnt, to paper over the cracks, ignore
what has been uncomfortable and to seek comfort in
the familiar. I hope we don’t. 2020 opened our eyes to
the harm caused when people are excluded on the
basis of race, ability, gender, sexual orientation or
wealth. Jesus calls us to a better way. Jesus broke
the bounds of exclusion, refusing to accept the social
norms and speaking to Samaritans, women, Gentiles,
tax collectors and sinners. He teaches that the first
shall be last and the last first. He reconciles humanity
to God through his death and resurrection.
As we look forward to 2021, we need to think again
what it means to follow Christ and to build our lives
and communities based on mutual love, respect and
service. ‘For the Son of Man did not come to be
served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom
for many.’
May we all know the Lord’s leading and guiding as we
step out into a New Year.
With my warmest greetings,
Bishop Peter

Genesis 8 v 22
“While the earth remains, seedtime
and harvest, and cold and heat,
summer and Winter, and day and
night shall not cease”
It is comforting to think that beneath the winter chill,
new life is getting busy for birth in the spring. At this
time of the year, we reminisce about what has been, for
nothing was what we expected. Now we look forward
to the New Year, 2021 and new seedtime and harvest.
Sunday Service: In the meantime, we continue with
our Sunday Service via Zoom at 3:00pm which is
attended by church family both near and as far as Hong
Kong!
Bible Studies: on Monday evenings, 5pm to6:30pm,
“Freedom in Christ” is an excellent teaching series engaging and well presented. All are welcome.
International Urdu language service: on Friday
afternoons 3pm to 5:30pm. As with all our Zoom
meetings, please contact the Pastor for ID number and
password to attend.
We say thank You God, for bringing us through a
difficult time and thank You too for the New Year
ahead. We will continue to ‘meet’ together to worship
as the Word says in the book of Hebrews chapter 10
verses 19 to 25 and by so doing, we spur one another
on toward love and good deeds.
On another note:
Our beloved Chapel urgently needs funds to repair the
fabric and replace the windows, kitchen cupboards and
flooring.
The Chapel was built in 1865 and to our knowledge still
has the original windows. As you can imagine, these
window frames are gradually disintegrating despite our
best efforts to repair them and the single glaze defeats
our attempts to keep the Sanctuary warm. We would
love to have double glazing and Normandy windows
have given us a reasonable quote of under £7000, but
this is still far beyond our budget.
The wooden flooring in a corner of the back room has
rotted away completely making the area unusable and
causing more damp to seep into the room than what is
normally present at this time of year. The kitchen units
and skylight window (leaking during rainy season)
needs repair and replacing too.
We welcome any suggestions, offers of practical help
and financial support if you are someone who values
this little community chapel as we do. Our hope is that
we will one day have a lovely warm space that can be
used by the community the way it was intended to be,
not just as a peaceful place of worship but also to reach
those who are isolated and lonely, in need of friendly
company and shared meals and to enjoy fun activities,
as well as to celebrate together the blessings and love
of our great Lord and Saviour at Easter, Harvest and
Christmas time.
We wish you a safe and peaceful new year full of good
tidings and great joy.
Pastor Naomi and friends at Bathpool Chapel
Taunton Church of the Nazarene
01823710453 07882764153
naomigull75@gmail.com/bathpoolchapel@outlook.com
103 Bridgwater Road Taunton TA2 9BD
Registered Charity 1166295

West Monkton Church
100 Club Prizewinners
The November draw was held on
Sunday 9th November
First Prize: £89.00 Won by Jean & Kenneth
Knight
Second Prize: £44.50 Won by Linda Daly
The sum of £311.50 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 89.
The December draw was held on 3rd December
First Prize: £89.00 was won by Barry Cossey
Second Prize: £44.50 was won by Dianne Besley
The sum of £311.50.00 will go towards the church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the draw
was 89.
Congratulations to the winners!
Your turn next month?
If you would like to join or hear more about the 100
Club, please contact:
Kate Ayres 01823 413873
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News from West Monkton Primary School
Stone Age
Year 3 have been getting engrossed in Big Questions
that the children posed at the start of our topic about
the Stone Age. Just how (and why) did Palaeolithic
Man hunt woolly mammoths?
Tired after their manic mammoth hunt - see cover
photo - (and fancying an easier life) Falcon Class
have jumped forward in time by about 10,000 years
and given up the hunter gatherer lifestyle to become
farmers and form our own settlements! First things
first - learn how to make fences and to create wattle
for our
home walls
(not looking
forward to
the daub,
made of
animal
dung!)

Children in Need
What a day! There were
staff and children all
doing PE with Joe
Wicks from 9:20am until
2:30pm continuously!
Massive thank you to all
who donated to
Children in Need this
year - we are proud to
say we raised over
£1600 for this fantastic
charity!
Joe Wicks himself even
popped in for the day ...
or someone who looked
very much like him!

Play Equipment
Many thanks to the lovely PTA for funding our new
play equipment on the KS2 playground. A fantastic
set of apparatus aimed at developing gross motor

movement and core strength. As you can see, the
school council were very proud to launch this to the
school.
Remembrance
Rev Mary led our
Remembrance
Collective Worship
via Zoom. The
children showed
great understanding,
respect and maturity
during our time of
reflection. We will remember!
Three Little Pigs
The children in Reception really enjoyed their wow
day! They
listened and
joined in with
the story of
‘The Three
Little Pigs’,
before they
had a go at
designing
and making
their own
houses. It
wasn’t that
simple though... their houses were tested for stability
in the afternoon by the “huff and puff” of the
hairdryer! A fun day had by all!
The Romans
Year 4
immersed
themselves in
all things
Roman today
to launch their
new topic for
this half term that's right, The
Romans. They
made some
laurel wreaths, cracked a Roman Numeral code and
took part in a play about the invasion of Britania
under the Emperor Claudius. Charlie, Leo and Oliver
showcasing some wonderful Roman Numeral code
breaking & some very fashionable helmets! A lot of
fun was had.
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Gardening Corner
Dear Community,
I would like to take this
chance to wish you a
Happy New Year as we welcome in 2021 and say
farewell to what was a challenging year, to say the
least.
At time of writing, I came across the Good
Housekeeping's top resolutions for 2021, in which
#36 is to 'do one thing at a time...' I don't know about
you but this sounds like good and timely advice. After
2020 where, for the majority of the term time
available, we have been battling risk assessments,
implementing new and changing guidance and
supporting families and staff with the knock-on
effects of COVID-19, resolving myself to take things
'one thing at a time' is a worthy and pertinent
reminder.
There is a certainly a sense of pride in how we all, as
a community, have, in many ways, shrugged our
shoulders and just got on with the Summer and then
Autumn Term. Without getting too far ahead our
ourselves, we took one step forward at a time and
tentatively opened up our doors and slowly found our
'normal' again. Whilst the first half of the Autumn
Term was challenging, the children (and staff) found
their feet and we made the improvements to the
school that we were looking to make, regardless of
COVID...
In many ways we have lost time due to the school
closures and, with this in mind, there could be a
sense of urgency in making up for the time lost. For
example, we want to continue developing our
grounds so that outdoor learning is just as well
provided for as in the classroom. We are working
hard on our teaching and leadership of reading and
are keen to build on the systems purchased and
implemented just before COVID hit in February of
last year. We also have a new curriculum offer, with
a focus on the humanities and sciences that need
further development. However, we know we are in a
good place. We can continue to make good ground
and be secure in the fact that by doing 'one thing at a
time,' we will continue to grow as a school.
We are excited about the thought of a fresh start, a
new year and a chance to
slowly return to some of our
old traditions. Whilst
Christmas will always be a
special time, we are missing
having parents on site and
so remain hopeful this can be
remedied in 2021.
From all of us in school, we
wish you a prosperous new
year...
First things first - learn
how to make fences
and to create wattle for
our home walls

Mr James Blackmore
Headteacher

Its tempting to link winter with decline or death but
nothing could be further than the truth. We see the
trees shedding their leaves, plants browned and
blackened by frost, rain seeming to wash colour from
everything and assume that this is an end. It is not an
end but a time of change and compression. A time
when much of the natural world retreats to a core of
life, a consolidation of energy in root and seed. A
gathering of potential ready to burst forth when the
sun returns in spring. We can take solace from this in
these troubling times, and focus our energy on our
core readying our potential for a spring which, whilst
some months off, always comes.
These winter months
are the perfect time to
bring trees to your
garden. Many native
trees can be sown
easily from seed
gathered from the
hedgerows and lanes
and often you will find
the squirrels and jays
have been doing the
hard work for you as
unexpected hazels and
oaks pop up in your
borders. Either sow
seeds directly into the
ground, just under the
soil or buy trees
available in various sizes ready to plant. You will
often find garden centres selling relatively cheap bare
root hedging packs at this time of year and whilst
they will certainly do for hedging, these are mostly
tree species if allowed the space and time to grow.
Any garden is big enough to have a native tree, and
even if you can’t allow it to grow to full size you just
need to get creative with pruning. For example
Hawthorn, Beech, Hornbeam and Field Maple, Yew
and Box can all be clipped to smaller shapes,
allowing you to have the essence of the tree and
allowing all the wildlife associated with that species a
home. Many others such as Hazel, Oak, Willow and
Alder can be successfully coppiced or pollarded
(pruning back hard to a low stool or a short trunk)
every 5-10 years keeping the overall size of the tree
within bounds.
In these uncertain times, I find it comforting doing
things that connect me with the long term. Planting
trees is one of those things. Not only is it one of the
most selfless things you can do, in planting
something for the next generation, it will also make a
difference to the wildlife around you and (even if tiny)
to the absorption of carbon from the atmosphere.
One day in some long off summer heatwave, you
may even retreat to the leafy shade your tree casts
and remember in wonder the day you planted it.
www.biocentric.org.uk

Instagram: @tombiocentric
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There’ll be more information about how to review the
draft revisions in the cover letter that will go to all
postal addresses in West Monkton and Cheddon
Fitzpaine when the NP Illustrated Map is distributed.

Parish Council Meetings and Parish Surgery
The Parish Council continues to meet virtually via
Zoom. Members of the public can still join the
meetings and information about how to do so is
included at the top of each meeting agenda. The
agenda are posted on the website and
noticeboards.
Monthly Parish Surgery meetings also continue to
take place virtually. The time of Parish Surgery
meetings has been reviewed following a poll on the
Parish Council website. Parish Surgery meetings
now take place on the second Thursday of the
month at 7pm via Zoom, you can join Parish
Surgery each month by using this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83918703862
It is anticipated that the Parish Council will return to
meeting face to face in the future when it is safe to
do so, in the meantime check the agendas when
they are posted on the website or notice-boards to
see how / where the meeting will be held.
If you aren’t sure of the calendar of meetings,
please check with the Clerk
(clerk@westmonkton.net) or Assistant Clerk
(assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net).
Neighbourhood Plan
Since March 2020, progress with the NP revisions
has been slow. Part of the suite of government
legislation brought in to control Coronavirus
included the prevention of any referenda from
taking place before May 6th 2021. This means that
even if the statutory consultations are completed
and the NP inspected by the Examiner, it won’t be
possible to cross the final hurdle until the legislation
about referenda post May 6th 2021 is clarified.
But there has been some progress since residents
returned their survey forms in November 2019. We
have been able to consult informally with various
statutory bodies, members of both Parish Councils,
people who assisted with the original NP, and
people listed on the GDPR approved mailing list for
the Neighbourhood Plan. We have had some
reports prepared. You can view the draft policies at
www.cfpc.co.uk or www.westmonkton.net
If you wish to receive a link to the current electronic
draft copy please contact Tricia Cavill. If you have
difficulties accessing an electronic copy, it may be
possible to supply a hard copy, covid restrictions
permitting.
If you wish to make your comments on the draft
policy revisions please do not hesitate to contact
Tricia Cavill the Assistant Clerk by phone 01824
413524 or email
assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net
(Don’t forget the 2).

Getting outside for exercise and mental health
The illustrated map of the play areas and open
spaces in the NP areas is being produced. It may
even have been delivered by the time you are
reading this edition of the Village News! The Map is
being produced in response to your requests in the
NP survey that went to all homes in the two Parishes
in Nov 2019. You don’t need to apply, or pay, the
map will be delivered free of charge to every postal
address in the Parish, and in Cheddon Fitzpaine.
We have been supported by sponsors, local
businesses, whose details you’ll see on the reverse
of the map.
We hope you enjoy using the map and in doing so,
that you find more play areas and open spaces to
enjoy, be active in and develop good mental health.
You can enjoy these facilities free of charge. Farriers
Green Park now has an area of adult gym
equipment, as well as the children's play areas and
the table tennis table (you’ll need to provide your own
bats and balls).
Please note, government advice for social distancing
and the use of play equipment must be followed.
The Parish Council would be grateful for your
feedback as you explore the various open spaces
and play areas in the Parish, and in Cheddon
Fitzpaine. We want to refurbish the existing seating
arrangements that we have on footpaths, open
spaces, play areas and in play parks, and maybe add
additional benches where there is nowhere for a
parent to sit whilst their child enjoys the play
equipment. Please offer your suggestions to Tricia
Cavill on 01823 413524 or
assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net
Budget and Precept
A working party met on 17th November 2020 to
consider the budget for the year ahead. The budget
was created in the context of ‘Climate and Ecological
Emergency’. West Monkton Parish Council made a
declaration of Climate and Ecological Emergency last
Christmas and measures are being considered that
will make West Monkton Parish a greener, more
ecologically aware place to live. If you have ideas for
greening the Parish please get in touch:
01823 413524 or assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net
Dogs in the Parish
Since the introduction of Coronavirus measures,
many more people are walking further for exercise
and taking their dogs with them. It is great that in our
Parish, with its curious mix of the urban south and
the open spaces of the north, parishioners are
exploring the entire area with renewed enthusiasm.
The down side is that some people do not appear to
know how to walk with their dogs. So, with very little
apology for repeating old protocols, please keep your
dog on the lead and take your dog’s mess away with
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you. Your dog will not be allowed into some play
areas for younger children, please check the signage
at each park. Your dog most certainly should not be
let off the lead in the play areas – yes, including in
Farriers Green - nor in the fields where there are
grazing animals. If it is your habit to let your dog off
the lead ‘for a run’, please make sure you follow your
pet’s path so that you can take away the poo left
behind.
The Parish Council spends considerable sums every
year for a twice weekly dog bin emptying service.
This is a specialist service, which currently costs
£5.40 per bin per empty.
The Parish Council provides this essential service for
the health and well-being of all Parishioners. There
are 10 dog bins in the Parish which the Parish
Council has paid to have installed, so please use
them. If you are out with your dog, please do not
throw the dog poo bag into the hedge, it’s disgusting
and dangerous, but take the bag to the nearest bin.
Bins are bright red so you won’t miss them. Bins are
located at Swingbridge, Flats Car Park wall on
Heathfield Drive, end of School Road, junction of
School Road with Milton Hill, Sidbrook Orchards,
Greenway, Brittons Ash Green, footpath beside Spital
allotments, Bream Corner, Acacia Gardens.
If parishioners have suggestions for the location of
more dog bins please contact Tricia Cavill on 01823
413 524 or email assistantclerk2@westmonkton.net
Flooding Online Reporting Tool
A new Flood Online Reporting Tool (FORT) is
available, it allows anyone from residents to flood risk
authorities to report flooding incidents and should
help the agencies develop a better understanding of
where flooding occurs and how best to reduce its risk
and impact:
https://swim.geowessex.com/somerset
The flood online reporting tool is a web-based system
which has five goals:
1. Report: to allow Members of the Public, Flood
Wardens and Flood Risk Management Authorities to
enter details about property flooding in one place.
2. Analyse: allows flood risk authorities to quickly
analyse flood data which can then be used in reports
which help inform Flood Risk Management
Strategies.
3. Plan: reports and analysis can be used when
assessing new planning options and when assessing
proposed flood alleviation schemes.
4. Protect: all records are spatially referenced
allowing them to be used as a basis for localised
protection schemes from community work down to
individual property protection.
5. Network: the system can be a used to aid multiple
agencies in their combined response to flooding both
during an event and after. Data entered into the
system is shared appropriately allowing decision
makers and provide an overall picture of what
problems exists over a geographical area. This helps
agencies better prioritise assistance both during and

after an event. The system doesn't stop there as it
also includes tools to help flood risk authorities to
work closer with community and volunteer groups to
tackle the causes of flooding at the local level.
A presentation is available which includes more
detail, and how to use it:
https://youtu.be/a0E_9IVdFM0
https://youtu.be/a0E_9IVdFM0https://youtu.be/a0E_9
IVdFM0
Census 2021
Households across the Parish will soon be asked to
take part in Census 2021.
The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives
us the most accurate estimate of all the people and
households in England and Wales. It has been
carried out every decade since 1801, with the
exception of 1941.
It will be the first run predominantly online, with
households receiving a letter with a unique access
code, allowing them to complete the questionnaire
on their computers, phones or tablets.
“A successful census will ensure everyone from local
government to charities can put services and funding
in the places where they are most needed,” Iain Bell,
deputy national statistician at the Office for National
Statistics, said.
“This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries,
schools and new transport routes. That’s why it is so
important everyone takes part and we have made it
easier for people to do so online on any device, with
help and paper questionnaires for those that need
them.”
Census day will be on March 21, but households
across the country will receive letters with online
codes allowing them to take part from early March.
The census will include questions about your sex,
age, work, health, education, household size and
ethnicity. And, for the first time, there will be a
question asking people whether they have served in
the armed forces, as well as voluntary questions for
those aged 16 and over on sexual orientation and
gender identity.
Results will be available within 12 months, although
personal records will be locked away for 100 years,
kept safe for future generations.
For more information, visit www.census.gov.uk.
A3259 Roadworks – January 2021
Roadworks on the A3259 are expected to commence
on the A3259 in January to install a new puffin
crossing from the Hartnells Farm development to the
west of Heathfield Drive. These roadworks are
expected to take approximately 6 weeks and should
be completed by the February School Half Term.
Further roadworks are expected on the A3259 to add
cycle ways, a further puffin crossing and to complete
the Western Relief Road, this should all be
completed by Summer 2021.
Further information and updates on these planned
roadworks will be published on the Parish Council
website (www.westmonkton.net) and in future
editions of the Village News.
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Women’s Institute

Obviously we are not meeting at the
moment, but several of our members have been
busy and we would like to share some of their interests with you:
Walk discoveries in Somerset during Lockdown:
Living on your own during lockdown, for many, has
been a daunting time, and I guess although living on
my own and a pensioner, I am fortunate to be able
to go out and explore new walking routes not too far
from home, and what a revelation it has been!
Although on my doorstep, I have places like Longrun
Meadow, Roughmoor, Netherclay and Bishops Hull,
which are all flat and are great, it is nice to challenge
yourself.
I have revisited some of my favourite circular walks
like Uplyme to Lyme Regis, Culmstock to Uffculme
along the beautiful river Culm, Otterton along the river Otter towards Budleigh and veering off up the cliff
towards Ladrum Bay taking in the beautiful coastal
views towards Sidmouth and Budleigh and making
my way back to Otterton.
However, this was also a chance to explore other
places and really challenge myself. A walk I have
done before, a long while ago, was from Haddon Hill
- on a clear day the view over the valley is amazing

Ladrum Bay

came out and it was stunning to see the autumn
leaves in all their glory.
I have to admit never in a million years did I expect
Covid rules to apply in the depths of Exmoor but they
did – you had to do a one-way circuit across a bridge!
Another great walk was from Monksilver which in
itself is a beautiful village, long climb to the top, but
well worth it when you can see for miles, the track
then taking you to Nettlecombe Court, then back
along the river to Monksilver.

Tarr Steps

Haddon Hill

and even if you are not a walker you can park there
(toilets available) and just sit and enjoy the view with
a picnic. However the day I chose to revisit recently,
the whole valley was shrouded in low cloud and it
was not until you started the descent to the beautiful
hamlet of Bury that the cloud lifted – Bury is charming with lovely houses and a ford running through it.
The walk then takes you along the river until you
reach the base of Wimbleball Dam – take a deep
breath and climb to the top where you have a stunning view of the Lake.
Although I have visited Tarr Steps before, I have
never walked around the area. Starting the walk in
Withypool you head towards Tarr Steps. Thankfully,
although starting off in torrential rain, the sun soon

A more local walk was on the Blackdown Hills,
starting at Churchstanton Church, over 7 miles it
takes you through woodland, along streams, through
Stapley and even a field with hundreds of little pigs
running around (you can imagine what you were
walking through!) before returning to the Church.
My final, but hopefully not my last, new walk was to
Culmstock Beacon, here again I walked it on a
beautiful day and the view from the Beacon is
amazing.
Just a few of my adventures which has kept my
lockdown interesting.
Shirley Hector
See also the ‘Taunton Scrubbers’ article on Page
24 from another WI member.
Hopefully 2021 will be a lot nicer than 2020 has been
for all of us and we will have things to look forward to,
not least being able to return to our regular monthly
WI meetings. Stay safe and keep well.
Shirley Hector, West Monkton Evening WI
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Sports Pitches
In 2008 Monkton Heathfield Phase 1 received outline
planning consent from Taunton Deane Borough
Council. Attached to this consent was a requirement
on the developers to provide 2 senior football pitches
and a club house with changing facilities. (It was
perceived there was a need for football pitches at this
time.) A figure of £460,000 (index linked) was
stipulated to provide the club house and ground
works for the site. Unfortunately this amount has
proved to be insufficient and the project, despite full
planning permission being granted in 2017, progress
has stalled with the developers being unwilling to
provide additional funds and the current District
Council Somerset West and Taunton Council (SWT)
is unable to fund the project in these difficult times.
In 2019 the Parish Council decided to extricate the
project and began to investigate the sports needs of
the community, it became apparent that senior
football in the Taunton area is well provided for,
TDBC Playing Pitch Strategy 2010 also confirms that
there is an over provision of senior football pitches in
the district. The local Rugby and Cricket clubs were
contacted to seek their views, the Rugby club is
desperate for a junior rugby pitch and as many of you
will be aware junior rugby games and training are
often cancelled due to the state of the current
pitches. The club now has approximately 350 youth
players from 6-18 all trying to use two pitches only
one of which has lights, the main pitch principally
used by the First Team who play at the third tier on
National Rugby (that's just two below the
Premiership) and as such the playing surface has to
be protected as best it can. Despite the hard work of
the Ground Team, a wet winter makes the pitches
unplayable. The Cricket club also has ambitious
plans for a third
team, ladies’
cricket and a
junior team and
would like access
to another pitch
to accommodate
these needs.
The Parish
Council's own
findings from
surveys in the
community
including the
Neighbourhood
Plan reflect the
need for rugby
and cricket
pitches and not
football. There
are currently 3
football pitches in
the immediate
area which are
not being used, a
senior and under

11 pitch at Creech St Michael and a senior pitch at
Tudor Park. (This pitch is about to become available
after the developer has recently completed remedial
work attached to the development).
It is the intention of the Parish Council to immediately
commence work to provide the playing pitches and
then erect the club house as soon as funds allow,
match funding will be applied for from Sports England
and other available grant funding etc. The Rugby club
has kindly offered to maintain the pitches in
recognition of the use being offered. It is envisaged
the Rugby club would have exclusive use of the pitch
on a Sunday and one evening a week for training and
in the summer the Cricket club would have a similar
arrangement. Outside of these times the pitches
would be available for the community to use. There
are also proposals to provide Tennis Courts and a
Bike Track or Skate Board park on the same site.
The Parish Council is in dialogue with Sports
England, Rugby Football Union South West and the
England and Wales Cricket Board for the region and
initial responses are very favourable.
Your Parish Council has recently made a preplanning application to SWT to amend the use of
these pitches, confirmation has been received from
the two developers Persimmon and Redrow that they
have no objection to the proposal and are willing to
pass over monies they have allocated to the project.
This is an exciting overdue project for the community
that the Parish Council is happy to project manage
and we are all hoping for a favourable response from
the SWT.
The plan below shows layout of the site which is
situated between the Eastern relief road and the
canal.
by Cllr Barry Gage
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embroidery and chiffon. Her well-known affection for
jewels was expressed in a grand tiara, stars of
brilliant diamonds, a diamond necklace, and shoes
embellished with, yes, diamond buckles. Her
On Christmas Eve a Christmas tree, ten feet high,
companions were nearly as elegant. The Hon, Mrs.
was erected in the dining-room, and was decorated
Molyneux of Bodicote, Oxon, appeared in black satin
by the Hon. Mrs. Portman and the Hon. Miss Vesey
with blue trimmings; the Misses Pelly impressed in
(sister-in-law). This was laden with very handsome
ivory satin with violet sashoa and sprays of violets;
presents for the head servants and their families, the the Countess of Clanwilliam, turned heads in emerald
kind gifts of Mrs. Portman. The workmen on the
velvet; and the Hon. Mary Portman bedazzled in
estate were presented with joints of beef. On
green with a bold bodice of corded velours. The men,
Christmas Eve a ball was given to the servants. It
contrastingly, were more preoccupied with comfort:
was opened by Mr. and Mrs. Portman and there were ‘Mr. (E. W. B.) Portman and several other gentlemen
also present Lady Wenlock (Mrs. P’s mother), the
among the guests wore hunting costume.’
Hon. Miss Vesey, the Hon. R. Lawley (Mrs. P’s
For some time past very extensive additions and
brother), the Hon. Mrs. Maurice Portman (Mrs. P’s
improvements have been made to the house with a
aunt) and party, and Mr. and Mrs. L. C. H. Palairet
view to its occupation by the Hon. Edward Berkeley
[‘Grand Ball at Hestercombe’, Somerset County
Portman, Lord Portman’s eldest son, who, it is
Gazette, January 1897]
expected, will entertain the Duke of York there next
The annual Christmas Eve servant’s ball was a
year on the occasion of his Royal Highness’s visit to
fixture on the Portman social calendar into the early
Taunton to open the Bath and West of England
1900s. But the 1897 affair was followed by an even
Society’s Show. No less than 150 men have for some
grander celebration. In the words of a Somerset
months been employed on the work and they are
County Gazette correspondent, the soiree of midlikely be there for some time to come. Not only is the
January 1897 was ‘one of the most brilliant
mansion being added to and improved, but the rooms
gatherings that have ever taken place in Somerset’. It are being re-decorated in beautiful style, and it is
may well have been the social event of the season.
intended to place new grates in the apartments. (‘Fire
The Gazette made reference to highly decorated
at Hestercombe Near Taunton’, Somerset County
‘apartments’, a programme of Viennese music, satin Gazette, 29 September 1894)
ball gowns, tiaras studded with diamonds and
A ‘magnificent suite of rooms’ was decorated for the
sapphires, and a guest list that included the cream of occasion. Guests were admitted to the recently
Taunton society. There was, for instance, Majorremodelled mansion, not by the main entrance on the
General Lutwyche England (CB) of King’s Gatchell,
west front, which was closed off, but via a secondary
Trull; the Rev. Prebendary Askwith of Saint Mary
access located at the northwest corner of the
Magdalene Church, Taunton; F. M. Newton of Barton structure, as today. Here a purpose built wooden
Grange, Corfe; and, yet again, the Palairets of
corridor, festooned with red baize and other
Dodhill, Kingston St. Mary. Ah, but to be standing
decorations, led to the smoking-room – the ‘Business
near the punch bowl that evening. Was the limelight
Room’ in Henry Hall’s 1876 proposal for the House,
held by F. M. Newton, principal of one of Taunton’s
today the Jekyll Room – which had been converted
most pioneering and successful enterprises of recent into a ladies cloakroom. The ‘capacious’ dining room
years, F. M. Newton’s Ltd. Electrical Engineers (est.
adjoining, now the Portman Suite, had been adapted
1884), or did Major-General England hold the floor
to serve as the ballroom and ‘formed a grand and
with mesmeric tales of his adventures in the Indian
brilliant apartment’. The walls were decorated with a
Mutiny and Zulu War, outshining even the veneration combination of white and green cloth bedecked with
demanded by the Rev. Askwith’s
the evergreen climber smilax (greenbrier) and the
high office? Cricketer Lionel
atmosphere was perfumed by a flamboyant bank of
Charles Hamilton Palairet may well
white narcissus positioned directly over the fireplace.
have trumped them all. Striking,
This was interspersed with tendrils of smilax while the
composed and dapper, the man
hearth itself was filled with ‘choice’ tropical plants.
The Times would one day describe
The roomy entrance hall beyond was fitted out as a
as "the most beautiful batsman of
lounge and decorated with still more tropicals (e.g.
all time" may well have conducted
crotons, palms, bamboos) whilst the front doorway
a batting clinic in evening dress.
was dressed with red and the side windows with
Now one of England’s leading
white. All of the doors to the principal rooms were
amateur batsmen, L. C. H. Palairet
missing, their removal signalling an intention to allow
had achieved his highest score to
for ease of movement – and perhaps minimise injury
date (292 runs) against Hampshire
as the dancing became more vigorous and the
only two years earlier. But enough of the men. The
refreshments flowed more freely. Mrs. Potter, the
Honorable Constance Mary Portman, now aged 43,
housekeeper, and Miss Kennedy, Miss Portman’s
was unquestionably the bell of the ball. Holding a
maid, were among those credited with ‘the
bouquet of roses and Lily of the Valley, she
completeness of all the arrangements’, but it was Mr.
welcomed her guests resplendent in a silk gown,
A. J. Keen, the head gardener, and his foreman, Mr.
accented by a bodice trimmed with silver Indian
W. Cooper, who drew praise for the excellence of the

Memories of Hestercombe The Grand Ball of January 1897
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floral decorations. These were all the more impressive
given the short time in which E. W. B. Portman’s new
range of glasshouses (by Boulton & Paul
Manufacturers, Rose Lane Works, Norwich, 1895) had
been fully operational. The displays in the Column
Room were particularly fine, displaying to advantage a

range of narcissus, arum, lilies, lilac, orchids, freesias,
poinsettias, and violets. There were also orange trees
laden with blossoms and ripe fruit, a splendid Kentia
palm (Howea forsteriana), and crotons in great
profusion. Mr. Keen also supplied the sprays and
buttonholes. The supper – always a priority with E. W.
B. – was capably organised by Mr. Cooper, the butler,
with Mrs. Hughes, the head cook, and her assistants
stocking the two supper rooms on the first floor of the
House with a variety of high quality ‘viands’.
Dancing commenced at ten o’clock and did not
conclude until four the following morning encouraged
by refreshment breaks and periodic visits to the wellstocked supper rooms. Herr Gottlieb’s Viennese Band
from London made the musical marathon possible with
a varied selection of music that included waltzes,
polkas, lancers, a polka mazurka, a barn dance, and,
dare we say, a galop.
Fairy lamps were disposed in appropriate places, and
the entrance hall and the whole of the other
apartments were brilliantly illuminated with the electric
light, which is manufactured at Hestercombe. [‘Grand
Ball at Hestercombe’, Somerset County Gazette,
January 1897].Just twenty months earlier, in June of
1895, F. M. Newton’s Ltd. Electrical Engineers,
Taunton, had installed a state-of-the-art hydroelectric
turbine inside the newly built extension to the
Hestercombe Mill, the Dynamo House. Built by Gilbert

News from
West Monkton Village Hall
Monkton Heathfield, TA2 8NE

Very little to report I am afraid. We have been in lock
down again during November. During this time Joyce
Keyte and Lyn Batt, Booking Officer, have regularly

Gilkes & Gordon Ltd. of Kendall, Cumbria, the
innovative 6 HP (4.41 kW) double Vortex turbine
was the invention of Prof. James Thomson (182292) of Queen’s College, Belfast, who patented his
design in 1850, With an efficiency of 75 to 83% -the best steam engines of the day barely produced
10% and the newest gas engines only about 20% -the compact water-wheel soon gained currency
amongst England’s country house set. In addition
to the 200 invited guests at the Hestercombe ball,
there was also the ‘house party’ to cater for, a
select group consisting of some of the closest
friends and family of E. W. B. and Mrs. Portman.
The guest list itself was a veritable ‘Who’s Who’ of
Taunton and environs, with no less than thirteen
men of the cloth present – no doubt reflecting Mrs.
Portman’s continuing piety - plus three MPs, two
medical men, numerous JPs, and several captains
of industry and commerce. Notable among the last
was E. Esdaile of Cothelstone whose family fortune
had been founded on banking and Charles Leslie
Fox, member of the Fox Brothers clothing empire of
Wellington, one of Somerset’s oldest companies.
Members of Her Majesty's Armed Forces were also
very much in evidence. In addition to the officers of
the 3rd and 4th Battalions Prince Albert's Somerset
Light Infantry, there were two generals, two major
generals, two colonels, three majors and no less
that five captains sashaying over the Portman’s
newly polished dance floor. E. W. B.’s long
association with the military – he retired as major in
1893 after fourteen years’ service – is a partial
explanation; more credible is the continuing
influence of class in pre-war Britain. The vast
majority of officers in the armed forces still came
from the social and political elite; a public school
education was almost mandatory for junior officers.
During an interview 18 August 2009, Margaret
Ford, daughter of Andy Ford, Head Gardener at
Hestercombe 1951-56, recalled that Mrs. Portman’s
entrance to any room was well announced: ‘You
could hear her coming in with all her bracelets
rattling. She had gold bracelets from here (pointed
to her wrist) to here (pointed to her elbow).
From the Hestercombe Archives

gone into the building to make sure everything is in
order. Also, to run the mains water supply for a few
minutes to ensure a fresh supply is going into the
building and to ensure the supply to the tea urns is
replenished. We also have to ensure the building is
kept frost free, this is a requirement of our insurance
company.
We look forward to when we can operate normally
again.
Understandably, several regular groups have
decided not to start up again until we are over the
Covid problems.
Let’s hope the new year will bring some better
news.

Copy deadline for March - April 2021 is 1st February 2021

Page 16

Cheddon and West Monkton
Film Club

National Blood Donor Service

When I wrote my piece for the
previous edition of the Village News, it
was hoped that we might have been
able to start screenings again in
October which was not to be due to
COVID rule changes. We then
circulated our supporters suggesting meetings in November
and December and we had a good positive response. Our
plans were again foiled by increasing infection rates and
introduction of the November lockdown, followed at the
beginning of December by Tier 2 rules. It might have been
possible to meet but there was little enthusiasm to turn out on
a dark December evening, possible cold and wet, to sit
masked and obeying other COVID rules. Yet again we
cancelled the screening.
Now there is some ‘light at the end of the tunnel’ in the form
of Vaccines, one of which has just gained approval as I write
this. Vaccination has now started but it will take time to
extend to most of us so we have decided to accept further
delay until March when immunity will be more common. We
will have waited and been patient for a year since we first
cancelled in March 2020 and we can reconvene with a new
opening!
We hope that you are all well and that you had a safe time
over the Christmas period.
We wish you all comfort and good health for 2021, and not
least of all good social times at the Film Club.

TRAVEL TO BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS IS
REGARDED AS ESSENTIAL TRAVEL.

Centres have put in place extra safety measures

Sessions will be held at:
St James Church 5th January,
26th January
Taunton Catholic Centre 14th January
Monkton Heathfield Village Hall 11th January
Taunton Cricket Club 7th December
14th December
For further details ring 0845 7711711
or go online at www.blood.co.uk

To get a pdf copy of the Village News emailed to you, please email

thelocalvillagenews@live.co.uk
Assembling the Poppy Project
See Page 28

Start playing again on Wednesdays from December 2nd
11:00 at Bridgwater Hinkley Host centre. If you would like a
lift from Monkton Heathfield ring 01823 410714.
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Ben Maughan
Garden Services

DARREN GRAY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

! All aspects of soft landscaping
! Hedge laying
(NHLS accredited)
! Specialise in larger estates
! Kitchen gardens
! Border design/maintenance
! Hedge trimming/Strimming
! Chainsaw work
(NPTC certificate)
! Irrigation systems
! Turfing

ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC
WORKS TO 18th EDITION
REGULATIONS

FOR ALL YOUR
ELECTRICAL
NEEDS
MOBILE: 07764996937

Fully insured
07969638855/01823618096
bcmaughan@gmail.com
www.benmaughan.co.uk

Messrs. E White & Son
(Taunton) Ltd.

DAVE BAKER
For all your
GARDEN REQUIREMENTS

*Fencing
*Hedge Cutting
*Drives *Walls *Paths
*Patios
Competitive Rates
Free estimates
Tel: 01278 662238
Mob: 07796658721
davebakerlandscapingservices.co.uk.

PRIVATE YOGA
classes in Monkton
Heathfield
A private class is specifically
designed for you whether you are
recovering after an injury, would
like to discover yoga, or looking
to challenge yourself.
All levels from Complete Beginners
to Advanced are welcome.
Please visit
www.facebook.com/LenaMaughanYoga

for more information.
£40 for a 1-to-1
£45 for 2
All sessions are 50 minutes long. I am willing
to travel if you prefer yoga at home.
Your own mat, water and a blanket please.

Lena on 07402729410 or 01823618096
or elena.maughan@gmail.com

MOT
WHILE YOU WAIT
CROFT GARAGE LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Monkton Heathfield
01823 412393

138/139 East Reach, Taunton
Tel: Taunton 272183
(Day & Night Assistance)

Repairs & Servicing
Free Collection & Delivery

Family Funeral Directors
for Three Generations
Care At Home

Fireplace Showroom
Chimneys Relined & New Build
HETAS registered Installers

Tel: 01460 74612
Fireplace Showroom,
Tail Mill Lane,
Merriott TA16 5PF

www.wicksheating.co.uk

Registered Qualified Micro Provider
DBS Checked and Fully Insured
Offering Help and Support
In Your Home
Personal Care
Housework
Shopping, Trips Out, Appointments
The List is Endless...
Nothing Is Too Much Trouble
For a friendly chat, I'd love to help
call Rachael on
01823 451187 or 07969944520

A huge thank you to all our advertisers
in this difficult time.
World
DayNews
at West
Monkton
Primary
Please support local businesses and please mention
theBook
Village
when
you contact
them.
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Neil
Robertson
Plumbing & Heating
Ltd
Plumbing - Heating Renewables
We cover all issues. Big or Small
From a Boiler Service to Full installation

Energy & Cost Efficient Living

over 30 years in business
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm
T: 01823 413999
Emergency mobile: 07050263606
e: info@neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk
www.neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk

07486388422
stephanieberner.music@gmail.com

A.G. PURCHASE

James
Gray

ALCM, LLCM, FLCM

ESTATE AGENTS

PIANO TUITION
Stephanie Berner
Bmus(Hons), DipLCM
Soprano - Professional singer
Singing, theory and piano teacher

Dodhill Green,
Nailsbourne
Taunton TA1 8AD
Tel:01823 451342

Tailor made, one-toone, at home support.
96% of clients
recommend us.
Home Instead
Senior Care take
great pride in
being there to help
people stay in the
comfort of their
own home.

!

Mortgages

!

Equity Release

!

Protection

!

Buildings Insurance

!

Commercial Lending

!

Business Protection

Our award winning service includes:

! Companionship
! Light
Housekeeping
! Local
Transportation
! Meal Preparation
! Personal Care

! Medication
Reminders
! Respite
Services
! Specialist
Dementia Care
! Trips Out

Your Local Estate Agents
Home Field View North,
Prockters Farm, West Monkton,
Taunton, Somerset TA2 8QN
01823 426090
sales@jamesgrayestateagents.com
jamesgrayestateagents.com

Tincknell Fuels Ltd
Your Local Fuel & Heating
Specialists

Heating Oil Deliveries
Tank Maintenance
Gas & Oil Boiler Servicing

¸ Gas & Oil Boiler Breakdowns

Priors Way, Monkton Heathfield, Taunton

Tel: 01823 413113
A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED AGAINST YOUR
HOME. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU
DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
OR ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT

Please call - 01823 211121 to discuss how
we can help.
www.homeinstead.co.uk/tauntonwestsomerset
Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise is
independently owned and operated.

01749 683911
www.tincknells.com

Copy deadline for March - April 2021 is 1st February 2021

Page 19

HILARY NORMAN
Foothealth Practitioner RFHP
GENERAL FOOT CARE
Nail Cutting & filing, Corn & Callus removal,
In-growing toenails, fungal infections and
general advice on the care of your feet.
Treatment in the comfort of
your own home
01823 490280
07969 448793
hilary.norman@btinternet.com

BEN GRAY

CARPENTRY
Fully Qualified Carpenter
For All Your Carpentry Needs
T: 07540328951
E: benfgray@gmail.com

For an appointment
call
01823 351122

Taunton Solicitors
Legal Services and Advice
BUYING AND
SELLING PROPERTY
FAMILY LAW & DIVORCE

SHARED OWNERSHIP HELP
TO BUY
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

LASTING POWERS
OF ATTORNEY

WILLS
PROBATE & TRUSTS

Visit our website for discounts and costs
www.tauntonsolicitors.com
2 Tangier Central Taunton TA1 4AP
e-mail: info@tauntonsolicitors.com

Oven Cleaning Services
All types of ovens professionally cleaned.
Household friendly process throughout.
Are You Looking for a Keep Fit Class?
Come along, socialise, make new friends and have
fun keeping fit!
West Monkton Village Hall Wednesdays 6pm to 7pm.
£6.00 (Term time only)
Aerobic based exercise for all abilities
and levels of fitness.
Come and have fun getting fit.
For more details contact:
Heather on 07561498365 fitness4fun@hotmail.co.uk
www.fitness4fun.wix.com/heather

Have your cooker restored to like new condition.
Including Ranges, AGAs, Extractors, Microwaves, Hobs

Call Orlando Jackson for more information
Est: 2010
Find us on Facebook
Oven Cleaning Services Langport

01458252551
07519118856
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Covering the whole of Somerset & Devon

Our Services include:
- TV Aerial installation
- Sky installation
- Extra TV points
- Freesat installation
- BT TV
- Digital TV set up
- Aerial Repairs

01823 325930

www.toneaerials.co.uk

aerialcaresouthwest@gmail.com

DISTINCTIVE MEMORIALS
BY
MANNING & KNIGHT
Also added inscriptions and maintenance
work on
existing memorials
32 Kingston Road
TAUNTON 275755
www.manningandknight.com
LES MARSH CARPETS
Carpet – Karndean- Vinyl Experts
Your local, family run flooring specialists
with over 40 years of trading and
experience, offering the very best in
customer service.
Our helpful showroom team will be able
THE COMPLETE
to guide and support you through our vast
SERVICE
01823 335952
range of options and products.
From advice, through to measuring,
supplying, and expertly fitted, our aim is to provide you with
the best service.
Visit our showroom to view our extensive range of options.
Samples available to take away.
Cook Way, Bindon Road, Taunton, TA2 6BJ
Open Monday- Friday 9am- 5pm, Saturday 9am- 2pm
01823 335952 or email lesmarshcarpets@btconnect.com

Household Cleaning Undertaken
20 years experience
Caring person who is willing to do all household
tasks. Will also help with shopping, collecting
prescriptions, accompanying to appointments
etc.
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References can be
supplied.
Reasonable charges.

Phone Angie on
07807892128
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Alex Holley
Flooring

For all your flooring
requirements

Your local specialist
for:
Carpet, Vinyl,
Kardean,
Wood and Safety
Flooring

SOM
E

TEAM

Tel: 07734860724
Pilates and Totter Strength
and Balance Class
Keeping you Steady on
your feet.
Brittons Ash Community Hall
TA2 7FT
For bookings and
enquires contact:
Dianne
Mobile:
07850473428
Email:
funfit.dianne@btinternet.com

Mobile Foot Care
Professional foot treatment & advice
in your own home

Ingrowing Toenails
General Foot Care
Cracked Heels
Nail Trimming
Callouses
Corns
Phone:
079699 12080
Email:
rachaelsalter1234@gmail.com

DÉCOR 8 with Atlas

Somerset’s Largest Independent
Stairlift & Mobility Aid Supplier
Frobisher Way - Taunton TA2 6BB

Home & Property
Maintenance
For all your painting,
decorating, carpentry
& maintenance
requirements
Contact Bob on

Mobility Shop open Monday to Fri day
9am - 5pm
and Saturday between 9am - 1pm

T: Taunton 01823 288196
E: info@somersetstairlifts.co.uk
W: www.somersetstairlifts.co.uk
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The Monkton Inn

Nails & Beauty

Thank you for your support
during Covid 19
Come and try our new menu and
enjoy your meal in our beautiful
garden.
All tables socially distanced.
Kids play area.
Tel: 01823 412414
email:
peterval2009@hotmail.com

Bio Sculpture Gel Nails
Manicures
Pedicures
Waxing
Facials
Massage
Eyelash & Eyebrow
Treatments
St Tropez Tanning
Lisa Griffin
Yallands Hill, Monkton Heathfield

Mobile: 07977185840
Email: lisajayne_g@yahoo.co.uk
www.pampernailsandbeauty.co.uk

DT GAS
Heating & Plumbing

70 Station Road
Taunton TA1 1NX

Traditional Men’s Wear
Large size specialist 60 chest & waist

Tel: 01823 333332
Mob: 07811166829
email: dave@daveterrell.co.uk
NSC ACCOUNTANCY
& TAXATION SERVICES
Over 29 years experience
within large, local accountancy firms

I offer local, friendly, personal help
with:
! Initial set-ups, Vat registration etc
! Bookkeeping & Vat Returns
! Making Tax Digital (MTD)
! Sole Trader & Partnership
Accounts
! Limited Company Account
! Property Letting Accounts
! Tax Returns
! Corporation Tax Returns
PAYE, CIS and more ......
Give Nicky a call on 07557092087
or email
nicky@nscaccounting.co.uk

Tel/Fax: 01823 333169
E-mail: post@gurds.co.uk
www.gurds.co.uk
TONE VETERINARY
CENTRE

RIVERSIDE BUTCHERS
“Meat to please you,
Pleased to meat you”
Suppliers of high quality
local produce
Local Beef, Pork, Lamb,
Veal, Poultry and Game
Award Winning Homemade
Sausages, Pies, Faggots,
Bacon and Black Pudding
Home Cooked Meats
Free delivery
when you spend £30 or more
Supplying to the public and catering
trade

Tel: 01823 289097
Riverside Place, St James Street, Taunton

www.riversidebutchers.co.uk

! A Healthy Pet Club Loyalty
Scheme that spreads the cost of
your pets routine healthy care
! Exclusive MiPet food range and
Royal Canin Range of pet foods
! Exclusive MiPet Cover pet
insurance
! Free weight clinics with our
practice nurse
! Easy access and ample free
parking
Look on our website at
www.tonevets.co.uk for information
and matters relating to the health of
your pet and
www.facebook.com/tonevets for
practice updates
Surgeries at: Lisieux Way,
Blackbrook 01823 333909
Morse Road, Norton Fitzwarren
01823 340660
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A. STEWART
Plumbing & Heating
!
!
!
!
!
!

!

!
Natural Gas & LPG
Oil Installations & Servicing
!
Boiler Installations &
Servicing
Central Heating Systems !
!
Power Flushing
Bath Rooms/Shower
Rooms
Cloakrooms/Kitchens

Residential Park Homes &
Caravans
Cookers/Fires/Water
Heaters/Space Heaters
Vented/Unvented Water Systems
Energy Efficiency Qualified
Technician
! General Plumbing & Heating
Maintenance
! Call Outs and & Emergencies
Welcome

Call Ashley on: 07590729084 / 01823 412263
Email: info@astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk
www.astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk

LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL LAWNS
Garden Landscaping
Patios/Stone Walling/Decking/Pergolas
Commercial & Residential
! Laylawn Artificial Grass Licensees for the
South West
Contact: 01823 252023
www.englishgardenco.co.uk
www.lazylawntaunton.co.uk

Wastewater Maintenance Engineers
Covering all of the South West

DO YOU HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?
Are you aware of the new Environment Agency
Binding Rules in January 2020?
Septic Tank, Sewage Plant, Pumping Station, Drain Jetting, Tank Emptying,
Rainwater Harvesting System.
Service and Repairs, Tank Supply, Tank Installation, Tank Emptying, Tank
Inspection.
All work is carried out by a British Water Accredited Engineer.

FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR MORE INFO!
M: 07749 118 500 | E: matt@alphawastewater.co.uk |
W: www.alphawastewater.co uk
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Taunton Scrubbers
During our first lockdown I became involved in a local sewing group which provided much needed PPE to care
homes, Musgrove Park Hospital, Yeovil District General, local ambulance crews and GP surgeries. This
initiative was the brainchild of Susan McDonnell who used Facebook to ask for assistance.
We were asked to sew scrub sets and drawstring bags so
that uniform could be safely carried home and put directly
into the washing machine.
Care staff are expected to wear face coverings throughout
their shift and it quickly became apparent that this caused
sore red ears. Headbands were sewn with buttons attached
either side so that the plastic goggles or elastic from the
masks rested on the button and prevented sores from
developing. At one stage I ran out of buttons so a request to
my friends in the village saw me taking delivery of some
lovely old buttons, I love a button box!.
Fabric was either sourced through donations or people
bought their own online. Duvets were often cut up and some
of the designs were quite whacky but the recipients did not
seem to mind. My favourite set of scrubs was made from a
Drawstring bags for keeping uniform in.
plain purple sheet for the trousers and the top was from a
child’s duvet that had rainbows and clouds.
Local businesses helped, Sew to Knit and Bredons were just a couple who came to our aid. They helped with
supplies and quickly serviced any faulty sewing machines. The group was supportive of one another and
would post suggestions of any sewing hacks or troubleshooting ideas on our Facebook page.
At the start we would deliver our makes to Susan’s house but as the project grew this became impractical.
Local hubs were created. We would deliver our makes to
the hub and a local Driving Instructor, Ellisons, would collect
them once a week. A team of administrators would
coordinate the requests and arrange for items to be
delivered. This coordination was necessary to ensure that
all areas received something. Demand was far greater than
we had at first anticipated.
Lesley
Griffin, one
of our W.I
members
was my hub
collector.
Lesley lives
in Ham and I
Headbands
would often
cycle to her
house from Ruishton. It was lovely to have a chat and share
our makes.
We had two other Scrubbers in Ruishton village. One of them
was shielding so we would communicate through Facebook
and help one another with supplies and I would collect her
finished items from a basket left outside her front door. I never
met her which seemed a little strange, but these are strange
times!
By the time the group wound down in July we had 933
members across Somerset. We supplied around 15,000 items
which included 3,000 sets of scrubs. The group still exists on
Facebook but now we are more of a sewing group. I feel proud
to have helped during that time of need although I do
acknowledge that sewing helped me cope through lockdown.
Sets of Scrubs waiting to be collected
Christine Turner
Member of West Monkton Evening WI

And Finally ...
‘It is the mark of an educated man to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it.’
Aristotle
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