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Useful Names and Telephone Numbers

Regular Bookings at the Village Hall

Rector: Rev. Mary Styles - 01823 410089
Lay Reader: Kevin Davenport - 01823 413628
Churchwarden: John Roynon - 01823 442997
P.C.C Secretary: Hazel Adams - 01823 443027
P.C.C Treasurer: David Cooke Captain of Bell ringers: Pearl Jeanes - 412804
Church Flower Organiser: Angela Dill - 412395
Mothers’ Union: Betty Stone - 01823 331723
Benefice Office: Michele Hardiman - 01823 451257
Parish Council Clerk: Tricia Cavill - 01823 413524
Parish Council Chairman: Stuart Haskins -

Parent and Toddler Group: Monday 9:45am to
11:15am
Writers Club:
7:30pm to 9:30pm Mondays and 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thursdays
Phoenix Camera Club: 7:00 to 10:00 pm Mondays
Pilates: 9:30 to 10:30 am Tuesdays and 9:30 am to
10:30 am Fridays, Heathfield Hall
Brownies: 6:00 to 7:30 pm Tuesdays
Model Boat Club: Tuesday evenings once a month
7:30 to 9:30 pm
Monkton Players: 8:00 to 10:00 pm Tuesdays
Taunton Ladies Chorus: 7:15 to 9:15 pm Tuesdays
Badminton: 2:00 to 3:00 pm Tuesdays & 8:00 to 10:00
pm Wednesdays
Bizzy Boots Line Dancing: 7:00 to 9:45 pm
Wednesdays
National Childbirth Trust:
10:00 am to 12 noon Wednesdays, Heathfield Hall
Coffee Morning: 10:00 to 11:30 am Thursdays
Fitness for Fun Classes: 6:00 to 7:00 pm Thursday
Monkton Evening WI:
7:30 pm on the fourth Thursday of the month
Ladies Afternoon Tea: 2:30 to 4:30pm, Heathfield
Hall on third Thursday of the month
Zumba Group: Thursday 7:30pm to 8:30pm (Except
4th Thursdays)
Trams and Railways: 2:00 to 4:00 pm Monthly on a
Saturday
South West Orchid Society:
2:00 to 5:00 pm once a month on a Sunday
SGI Buddhist Group: 10:00 am to 1:00pm on second
Sunday in the month.
Model Railways: Quarterly on a Sunday

07824410997

West Monkton Primary School Head:
Ian Robinson - 01823 412582
Heathfield Community School Head: Peter Hoare 01823 412396
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 01823 414141
Taunton Deane Community Transport: 01823
331266
Slinky Bus: 01823 331266 Mon-Fri. 9 am to 4 pm
(24hrs notice).
Neighbourhood Beat Manager: PC 4250 Andy
Beake
Police Community Support Officers: 101 and ask
for PC277 Steve Linton or PCSO 8412 Claire Escott
Village Hall:
Telephone, incoming calls only - 01823 412068
Booking Officer: Mrs Lyn Batt Tel: 01823 412089
Chairman: Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Vice Chairman: Iris Pigott 01823 413552
BACH (Brittons Ash Community Hall)
Chairman: Barry Gage 07752723311
barrygage125@btinternet.com
Booking Officer: Maggie Little 01823 323662
Assistant Clerk: A Shepherd
assistantclerk.wmpc@gmail.com
Useful E-Mail addresses & websites:
Community Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk
Parish Council Website: www.westmonkton.net
Litter Hotline: 01823 356356
Community Agent: Audrey Mansfield
Tel: 01823 331222
Mobile: 07870 577925
Email: audrey@somersetrcc.org.uk
Benefice Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-BeneficeWest-Monkton-Cheddon-Kingston-Broomfield-churches242102696183594/

Benefice website:
www.southquantockbenefice.org.uk
New Buildings and Developments enewsletter: to
sign up please email:
communications@westmonkton.net

For more information on any of these groups please
contact::
Joyce Keyte 01823 412294
Email: joyce.keyte@virgin.net

Village News:
Please forward information for the next edition to the
Associate Editors,
Lorna Walters, Tel. 01823 412017
lc.walters33@btinternet.com
Dawn Watts, Tel. 01823 412201 dawnwattsdk@yahoo.co.uk
Village News Treasurer Ken Jones
Distribution of the Village News is organised by: Barry
Gage, Maggie & Gordon Little and David Pearson.
Submissions to Village News may be made by e-mail or by
hard copy. Please ask for a receipt to your e-mail to ensure
that it arrives. Items submitted will be subjected to editing if
necessary. The deadline for submissions for the March - April
2018 Village News is 1st February 2018.
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Cheddon and West Monkton
Film Club
Friday 19th January
‘The Other Side of the Lake’
The Other Side of the Lake is
one of those tug at the heart
ghost stories that reels us into
its other world. It was directed
by Rosita Clarke (for which she
was awarded best director in the
Ladie’s first film festival in Cork
2017), and based on the short
story, Lost Love by Jim Burke. It
was filmed in the beautiful
countryside of Dorset in England
and along the Dorset coast. It
tells the story of two former lovers from the 1790's
whose souls are lost in the spirit world having been
separated by untimely deaths and how a boy from
modern times is called on to help them meet and hold
each other again.
Drama
Friday 16th February
‘Goodbye Christopher Robin’
A rare glimpse into the relationship between beloved
children's author A. A. Milne
(Domhnall Gleeson) and his son
Christopher Robin, whose toys
inspired the magical world of
Winnie the Pooh. Along with his
mother Daphne (Margot Robbie),
and his nanny Olive, Christopher
Robin and his family are swept up
in the international success of the
books; the enchanting tales
bringing hope and comfort to
England after the First World War. But with the eyes
of the world on Christopher Robin, what will the cost
be to the family?
Biography
Please note that the January and February screenings will
be on Friday and not Saturday as previously advertised.
We usually meet on the third Friday of each month.
Cheddon Memorial Hall – 6:30pm for 7:00pm
For more information please email:
cwmfilmclub@btinternet.com or ring 01823 412278

Another Peter Triggs Picture show entitled

“Escape to the West Country”
To be held in Cheddon Fitzpaine Church
7:30pm – 9:30pm
Friday 9th February
Refreshments to be
served midway
Donations towards
church funds.

Calling all Knitters!
As you will know, next November marks the
centenary of the end of the 1st World War. To
commemorate this event, the Activities Committee of
St Augustine’s Church is looking for volunteers to
knit poppies (see pattern) to be made up into a
‘poppy field’ of a size, depending on the number of
poppies we make.
One of our members has knitted a sample in scarlet
wool with red lurex running through it and this looks
really striking.
To give you an idea of what we have in mind: it
might be an altar frontal, a cascade of poppies, or, to
be really ambitious as one church in Kent is being, a
cascade down the church tower!
We are hoping to get a lot of support so get knitting!
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
John Macrae (1872-1918)
Pattern: Easy Knitted Poppy
Needles: Size 3.5mm (or
4mm if you are a tight
knitter). We want the
finished flower to be quite
tight.
Wool: Colour A - red
double knit (one small
ball makes many
poppies)
Black or dark-green
double knit for the centre
Instructions:
Using Colour A cast on 120 stitches
Rows 1 - 4: knit (Tip - knit 4th row fairly loosely)
Row 5: knit 3 together across row (40 stirches), or
slip 1, Knit 2 together, psso (pass slipped stitch over)
across the row
Rows 6 - 9: knit
Row 10: knit 2 together across row (20 stitches)
Rows 11 & 12: knit - change to black wool, leaving a
tail of red wool for sewing up
Rows 13 & 14: knit
Row 15: knit 2 together across row (10 stitches)
Row 16: knit 2 together across row (5 stitches)
Row 17: knit 2 together, knit 1, knit 2 together.
Thread tail of black wool into a needle and pass
wool through all 3 remaining stitches and pull tight.
Stitch up dark middle and leave a tail of at least 6
inches to attach poppy to netting.
Stitch up red
part of poppy
with red wool,
then sew in
and trim end
of red wool.
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Parish Council News

Overhanging hedges, potholes and footpath issues can
be reported to Somerset County Council
www.somerset.gov.uk
Farriers Green Park
Photos taken at the site are always very helpful, and
It’s a pleasure to have received reports that Farriers
it’s easy to upload them from your phone.
Green Park was full of children, and dogs on leads, in
If you would rather not report the matter yourself,
the autumn sunshine. It’s great to see the Park fully
please pass the information as quickly as you can to
used, and don’t forget the outdoor gym and the table
tennis table! Friends of Farriers has a FB page – contact any Councillor or either Parish Clerk. Contact
information for Councillors is on the website,
Andy Pritchard lepritchliff42@yahoo.comif you would
www.westmonkton.net; Chairman’s and Clerk’s phone
like to join the Friends of Farriers.
numbers are inside the front cover of the Village News.
Other Parks
Parish Council
In addition to Farriers Green, there are other smaller
In October 2017, Councillor Day stood down as a
parks, focusing on play for younger children in Canal
Councillor having served the Parish for over 18 years.
View, Acacia Gardens, St Quintins, and Meadway.
Latterly she was the WMPC Tree Warden, and devoted
Some recent refurbishment has been done, but the
her energies to protecting the trees and hedgerows in
Parish Council is always pleased to hear from
the Parish. She brought experience of the old village
volunteers who might enjoy some repainting of
equipment or other activity designed to improve the play and common sense to council discussions and was not
afraid to speak her mind. The Parish Council is truly
provision in our Parish. Paint and brushes etc will be
grateful for Ms Day’s commendable service to our
provided.
community and wish her well for the future. Councillor
Parks in the new development
Day was presented with a framed certificate of
The play areas in the new developments have not yet
appreciation.
been adopted by TDBC, but when they are, local
residents might wish to consider setting up a ‘Friends of Brittons Ash Community Hall (BACH)
The BACH was handed over to the Parish Council in
xxxPark’. Please let the Parish Council know about
these community initiatives, so that support can be given October of 2016. The year has flown by!
As well as regular classes, and meetings, the hall is
if needed.
available for hire for local resident’s private parties.
Annual Parish Meeting (APM) Speakers
During the year there have been birthday parties,
The Annual Parish meeting will be on 28th March at
wedding anniversaries and christenings. It’s totally in
7:00pm at the BACH. All residents are welcome,
keeping with the BACH’s function as a community hub,
refreshments will be served and there will be a team of
that residents should choose to have their family
guest speakers. We will be delighted to see you all at
gatherings at the hall and the BACH management
this free event.
committee is committed to supporting such events.
Parish Surgery
Residents are reminded that on the second Thursday of The BACH is also set up to accommodate small
business meetings and conferences, having wifi,
every month at BACH between 8:30 and 9:30am, there
projector, paper easel, and multiple user points for
is a Parish Surgery, which is a free drop-in opportunity
laptops. So, if you work from home, managing a team,
for residents to come and have a chat with County,
why not have your business meetings at the BACH?
District, and Parish Councillors, and the Clerks. Please
The BACH has seating and place settings
call in for a cup of tea or coffee, all are welcome. If you
(crockery/cutlery/glassware) for up to 100 people.
have a particular idea for a project or a group activity,
Facilities in the kitchen include cooker and pans,
please have a chat to see if the Parish Council could
microwave, freezer (small), two fridges and a
help with grants etc.
commercial dishwasher.
West Monkton Planning Committee
Please contact A Shepherd, Assistant Clerk, or the
Residents are reminded that Planning applications are
now considered in detail by a Planning Committee which Booking Officer for more information, or look on the
makes recommendations to Main Council. The purpose website www.westmonkton.net. You can arrange to
of this is so that more time can be spent on applications have a look around, or drop in on a Parish Surgery
than is possible in a main council meeting. All residents when you could be shown around.
are welcome at the Planning Committee meetings (held Defibrillator
at BACH at 7:00pm) and can speak if they wish. Dates West Monkton Parish Council has been awarded
£1000 from Taunton Deane Borough Council’s
are: Tuesday January 2nd, Wednesday Feb 7th,
defibrillator fund, having successfully applied for
Wednesday March 7th, Tuesday April 3rd, Wednesday
funding through the Somerset Community Fund.
May 2nd, Wednesday June 6th, Wednesday July 4th,
Wednesday August 1st, Tuesday Sept 4th, Wednesday The Parish Council has worked closely with South
West Ambulance Service Trust (SWAST) to identify a
October 3rd, Tuesday November 6th, Tuesday
supplier, who will also provide community training. The
December 4th. Details are always posted on the
date of the community training session will be
website www.westmonkton.net
announced later, all are welcome to this free event,
All residents are kindly reminded that:
probably in early 2018.
You can report fly tipping, dog fouling, overgrowing
The Parish Council is very grateful to Peter and Val
hedges to Taunton Deane Borough Council on 01823
Musto, at the Monkton Inn, who spear-headed the
356356, or on the website which is very easy to
campaign for public donation, and magnificently raised
use,www.tauntondeane.gov.uk
funds to match the grant money received. The Parish
Council is making up the rest of the funds required.
Copy deadline for March - April 2018 is 1st February 2018
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History of a Village House
and the mystery of its name
Part 1
‘Marlows’ is a Georgian House in West Monkton
Village. Maybe you’ve noticed it during its lengthy,
three years of restoration. Taking on a house like this
is a voyage of discovery and should probably carry a
health warning: ‘Adopt with care. This can become
an obsession!’
In fact, it actually turned out to be something of a
mystery, because according to all local records, it
apparently didn’t exist at all before 1911, when a
couple named John and Janet Rose bought it. Yet
here it was, clearly Georgian – very ‘Jane Austen’
according to a friend - and probably Regency in date.
Had its name been changed? I turned detective.
Firstly, I cross referenced all the houses mentioned in
Directories of the time with those buildings still
standing and scribbled out those which had been
demolished, like Leycroft House and the original
Sidbrook House, or split into flats, or turned into Care
Homes or Garden Centres. Marlows had escaped –
though it too had been greatly reduced in the 1970s.
When it was sold in 1979, before it was listed, it
actually came close to being split up completely. But
there was nothing, no records at all of a house with
that name.
Getting nowhere with the nineteenth century, I spent
weeks trawling the records and newspapers about Mr
and Mrs Rose. John Rose was a local Police
Magistrate for 24 years and former Barrister, but was
outlived by his wife. She had been brought up by her
uncle.
Her brother, Charles, became Lord Darling, the Lord
Chief Justice, affectionately cartooned by ‘Spy’ in
Look out for details of the ‘opening’ ceremony, they’ll
be posted on the website www.westmonkton.net
Grants/Projects
Don’t forget that the Parish Council is able to award
grants to support projects run by individuals or groups
which will benefit the social, economic, and well -being
of the community. Please look at the Grants Policy on
the website www.westmonkton.net, or contact the
Clerks for further information.
Roads and Salting
Please see Page 22 for further information.
Don’t forget the Parish Council owns and maintains
9gritbins - at New Cross, Sidbrook Orchards, Sidbrook
Cross, Farriers Green, Coombe, Church Hill, Monkton
Inn, Milton Hill and Dyers Lane. These sites have been
chosen because of their sloping surface, and you can
grit the road yourself in these areas when conditions
are treacherous. You can use a cut down plastic milk
carton as a scoop if you don’t have a trowel or small
spade. The Parish Council has an allocation of 10 x
20kg grit bags per annum: if you need one of these to
grit the highway in your area, please contact the Clerk
clerkwestmonktonpc@yahoo.co.uk or 01823 413524.
Please note, this grit is for use on the public highway,
and is not for private use. Please do not fill your own
containers to take away: you will be seen!

‘Vanity Fair’ and known for
arriving at the Old Bailey on
horseback, wearing a silk
top hat, and accompanied
by a Groom in full livery! He,
apparently, had a wicked
sense of humour – and
spent many holidays in
West Monkton with his sister
and brother in law.
On Janet’s death, her
obituary was entitled ‘Death
of Mrs Rose – the Fairy
Godmother of West
Monkton’. She had
apparently raised the money
Vanity Fair cartoon of
Lord Darling
to construct the Spital
Almshouses for ‘poor ladies
of the Parish’, on the site of the old Leper Hospital.
Her generosity bought the land for West Monkton
Village Hall, as well as putting up the original building,
which was an old army hut she had specifically
moved onto the site. She also loved St Augustine’s,
and paid for the restoration of the bells and belfry.
She lived just long enough to see her Almshouses
opened, but was too ill to attend the ceremony. She
was a founder and Chairwoman of the Women’s
Institute and devoted herself tirelessly to the
community.
But still, there was nothing before 1911. Nothing
before ‘Marlows’. So why did the Roses choose that
name?
That answer will have to wait until the next issue!
Deborah Donner
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
Some of you may have seen the CIL Annual Report to
Taunton Deane on the website, and wondered what it was
about. Since 2014, developers have been charged CIL on
new planning permissions granted. More information and
charges levied can be found on the TD website
www.tauntondeane.gov.uk
A meaningful proportion of the CIL is passed over to the
Parish Council by Taunton Deane. Currently the
meaningful proportion is 15%, but if/when the
Neighbourhood Plan is made, the meaningful proportion
could rise to 25%. The CIL money is paid to West Monkton
Parish Council in October and April; and has to be spent
within 5 years specifically on the provision, replacement,
operation or maintenance of infrastructure or anything else
that is concerned with addressing the demands the
development has placed on the area. The Parish Council
is required to submit an annual report to TD indicating if the
CIL funds have been spent and if so on what.
The Parish Council has identified a number of projects
which could be funded by CIL, the first of which is the
Dyers Brook bridge. Other projects include bridges over
Allens Brook, a bridge from the landfill site to the towpath
and/or over the canal; and improvements in the land
around the Cricket Club.
If you have any suggestions for a CIL funded project,
please get in touch with either Clerk or any Councillor.

Copy deadline for March - April 2018 is 1st February 2018
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West Monkton
Pre-School
West Monkton
Village Hall,
Monkton Heathfield,
Taunton TA2 8NE

It is with great sadness that West Monkton preschool has had to make the decision to close its
doors after 42 years of service to the community.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank each
and every one of you who have had a part in
supporting the pre-school over the years.
At the heart of the
community, we have
seen many of you
and your children
grow and learn and
are truly privileged to
have cared for every
one of them.
The children at preschool have always
been provided with a
rich and varied
learning environment
and have thrived in
all their learning
areas, gaining
key skills for their
future
development.
We like to
celebrate
children’s
achievements no
matter how big or
small they may
seem and
encourage them
to try their best.
The children and
staff enjoy all
aspects of pre-

West Monkton Villagers
Formally Constitute New Society,
COWMS
Residents of the ancient village of West Monkton
gathered last month to form a new Conservation
Society. Over 70 residents decided unanimously to
work together to raise money for charity, protect the
ecology and history of the village and to work with
the Parish Council to safeguard the separate
character of the community and West Monkton’s
unique character and identity.
Chairman Tony Laurance explains “West Monkton
village obviously shares its name with the wider
Parish, but it is an entirely distinct community within
that Parish, just as Cheddon Fitzpaine or Thurloxton
are. The village is incredibly ancient and records
actually go as far back as 682 AD.
Obviously with the rapid pace of change in the area,
it is now even more important to emphasise and
safeguard that special history and identity, which
could easily become confused, or even subsumed.
As a newcomer to the village myself, I was pleased
to be made so welcome and to have this opportunity
to do something useful to benefit both the village and
wider community.
We all decided it was time to formally constitute and
create a new organisation, COWMS, the
Conservation Of West Monkton Society and we will
be working together to strengthen the village
community and amenities.”
COWMS can be contacted on email at
info.cowms@gmail.com
So, if you want to know more, want to become a
member or would like to get involved with historical
or environmental research or even fundraising and
organising village events please contact COWMS.

school life and it will be
missed very much.

We wish you all the best in
the future
Many thanks
All the children and staff at
West Monkton Pre-School

A vintage bus outside, what until fairly recently,
was the village post office and general stores.
Things can change very quickly.

Copy deadline for March - April 2018 is 1st February 2018
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Gardening Corner
Most of us try and avoid eye contact with our gardens
in January and February but there are a few jobs that
need doing. So put on your brave face, wrap up
warm and get out there!
· February is the best time to prune your wisteria to
enable it to give you its best floral display in the
Spring. Prune all of last year’s growth back to 2-3
buds.
· We leave all the foliage on our deciduous grasses
until February. This keeps a bit of structure and
colour in the
garden but also
helps it to protect
itself from frost. At
the end of
February this is all
cut down to 1-2
inches from the
ground and all the
debris is removed
so that the new
growth can start to get going.
· Snowdrops are best split and moved ‘in the
green’. This means that when they have finished
flowering, but before the
foliage dies back, you can
move the snowdrops into
their new position and
give them a good drink.
You can plant snowdrops
as bulbs but I find they
can dry out easily and
seem to do better planted in the green.
· Mulch all your beds. Whilst the soil is moist and
weed free it is a great time to add a thick layer of
compost. This will help to keep moisture in but
also to feed the soil. The worms will help you to
move all the goodness down into the depths of
your soil. We use our home-made compost saved
up through the year on our shrubbery. The soil
here is much drier and stony and in need of

Judging by the reaction of
members of the audience, our
Autumn production was
another success. We had
good audiences for all three nights. Our thanks go to
all who came to see ‘Dying to Meet You’, we really
appreciate your continued support.
By the time you read this our search for the Spring
production will be over as we start rehearsals again
at the beginning of January.
We are always looking for new members so if you are
interested in joining our group, in any capacity, you
will be most welcome.
Our website is www.monktonplayers.co.uk
You can email us at info@monktonplayers.co.uk. or
ring Ruth Jones on 01823 289083

·

·

·

·

·

·

replenishment. In the formal garden we use spent
mushroom compost. The soil here is better and
doesn’t need as much work- also with all the
steps around the garden it is easier for us to
manoeuvre this lighter compost around.
Prune all your apples and pears before the buds
break. Look at Hestercombe website for our
apple pruning course.
We prune all
of our roses in
February.
Shrub roses
get cut back
by about a
third to an
outward facing
bud and any
dead,
diseased or
crossing branches get taken out. The Hybrid teas
(normally the bigger, blowsier roses) get cut back
to 4-6 inches above the ground. Look out for our
rose pruning course.
Spring clean your greenhouse and pots. All you
need is some warm soapy water (and a radio!).
Get all the glass clean to allow maximum light
levels. Clean all the inside of the greenhouse to
minimise diseases. Give all the pots and trays a
scrub ready to start sowing and planting.
Cut back old leaves from Hellebores and
Epimediums so that the flowers are more visible
and enjoyable for you.
There is a lot of pruning to do from January to
March so it is worth giving your secateurs a
sharpen. I like to change my blade on my Felcos
every January - a little Christmas treat to myself!
And if you feel your garden is lacking winter
colour and structure then now is a really good
time to go and look at some winter gardens for
inspiration.

Claire Greenslade
Head Gardener, Hestercombe Gardens
The next production is on 5th – 7th of April. This is a
week later than usual, because of Easter, so please
put the date in your diaries. We look forward to
seeing you there.

Copy deadline for March - April 2018 is 1st February 2018
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South Quantock Benefice Services
Please note these services are subject to change
If in doubt please call the Benefice Office on
01823 451257 or a local Church Warden

January
3rd
2:00pm
7th
8:00am
10:00am
11:45am
11:00am
14th
8:00am
10:00am
10.00am
6:00pm
17th
2:00pm
21st
8:00am
11:00am

11:00am
7:00pm

28th
8:00am
10:00am
10:00am
10:00am
11:45am
6:00pm

Wednesday
Communion Service
The Rectory
Epiphany
Holy Communion (BCP)
Kingston
Communion Service
West Monkton
Baptism
West Monkton
Family Service
Broomfield
2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion (BCP) West Monkton
Communion Service
Kingston
Family service with baptism
Cheddon
Evening Prayer
West Monkton
Wednesday
Communion Service at ‘Chatri’,
Lyngford Lane
3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion (BCP)
Kingston
Plough Sunday service followed by
lunch – Please note time change!
West Monkton
Communion Service
Broomfield
Churches Together United service for
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
North Street Church, Taunton
4th Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion (BCP) West Monkton
Communion Service
Kingston
Family Service
West Monkton
Communion service
Cheddon
Baptism Service
Cheddon
Plough Sunday Service
Broomfield

Plough Sunday Services

Sunday 21st January: 11am West Monkton
Sunday 28th January:
6pm Broomfield

Local Ministry Group Lent Evening Service
Sunday February 18th:
6:00pm
Creech St. Michael - Taize
service

February
4th
2nd Sunday before Lent
8:00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
Kingston
10:00am
Communion Service
West Monkton
10:00am
Family Service
Kingston
11:00am
Family Service
Broomfield
7th Feb
Wednesday
2:00pm
Communion Service
The Rectory
11th
Sunday next before Lent
8:00am
Holy Communion (BCP) West Monkton
10:00am
Communion Service
Kingston
10:00am
Family service
Cheddon
6:00pm
Evening Prayer
West Monkton
14th
Ash Wednesday
11:00am
Communion with imposition of ashes
Kingston
6:30pm
Communion with imposition of ashes
West Monkton
18th
1st Sunday of Lent
8:00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
Kingston
10:00am
Communion Service with baptism
West Monkton
11:00am
Communion Service
Broomfield
6:00pm
LMG Taize Service, Creech St Michael
21st
Wednesday
2:00pm
Communion Service at ‘Chatri’,
Lyngford Lane
25th
2nd Sunday of Lent
8:00am
Holy Communion (BCP) West Monkton
10:00am
Communion Service
Kingston
10:00am
Family Service
West Monkton
10:00am
Communion service
Cheddon
6:00pm
Evening Prayer
Broomfield

March
4th
8:00am
10:00am
10:00am
11:00am

3rd Sunday of Lent
Holy Communion (BCP)
Kingston
Communion Service
West Monkton
Family Service
Kingston
Family Service
Broomfield

14th February
10:00am Ashes &
Communion Service at
Kingston St Mary
7:00pm Ashes & Communion Service at West
Monkton
From the St Augustine’s Church register:
Baptism
We welcome the newly baptized into the community
of the church of Christ and pray that they may grow in
the life of the Holy Spirit:
15th October:
James Henry Thomas
Funeral:
May the souls of the departed rest and grow in peace
and rise in glory
16th November: Christine Hayes
Taunton Deane crematorium and then ashes in St
Augustine’s churchyard
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News from
St Augustine’s Church

and surrounding countryside. We worked with
Selworthy in designing areas where these disabled
youngsters could sit together, and in one of the areas
they wanted the opportunity to lie back and look at the
sky, touch the grass and plants around them. We
have been careful not to disturb any ancient remains,
so permissions were obtained to construct ‘above
ground’ and keeping digging to a minimum.
My thanks again to all who have contributed to the
project in so many ways. If you haven’t had chance to
come and take a look at all that has gone on, then
please visit the church, where you can take away a
free booklet on the Heritage Trail, information on the
building, and if you are visiting the churchyard, take
time to sit in the new sensory garden areas and reflect
on the beauty around you. The sensory plants are all
species from the Bible!
Please remember St. Augustine’s Church is your
parish church. Much has been done, and of course as
with any ancient building, more work will be needed in
future, but this is only possible with help from the
whole community. It costs around £750 week to keep
the doors open at St. Augustine’s and the church
receives no funding from the government or from
Taunton Deane Borough Council (though we are
grateful for occasional grants from the Parish Council
towards ‘non-religious’ works, and from TDBC
towards churchyard maintenance).
You can help through your prayers, your volunteering,
your attendance at services and special events and by
joining either the ‘100 Club’ or becoming a member of
the ‘Friends of St. Augustine’s’ (£50 a year or £500 for
life membership) Details can be found in the church.
God has shown us His grace, and now we need to
demonstrate our love for Him and for our neighbours
by supporting and enjoying our lovely church.
I started by reminding you about Jesus and that party.
I see the greatest growth in church attendances where
people are enjoying being in the presence of God and
each other. Come and enjoy meeting new people and
worshipping together. If you are new to the area, give
St. Augustine’s a try – You will be made most
welcome, as others new to the parish are finding out!
From everyone at
St. Augustine’s,
thanks again, and
every good wish
for the New Year.

By the time you read this, Christmas
festivities will be over for another
year, and we will be looking forward
to 2018! I hope you had a wonderful
time and if you thought Jesus wasn’t
big on partying, just remember His first miracle was
turning water into wine at a Wedding Feast!
How the years seem to fly by – It seems no time at all
since we received the news from our church
architects in 2012 that work to your parish church
was ‘urgently needed’, and English Heritage placed
St. Augustine’s on their ‘At Risk’ register. As many of
you will know, that meant we needed to raise
community awareness, raise in excess of £200.000,
and put together a plan to repair and conserve the
church building. With the help from the Heritage
Lottery Fund, Viridor-Credits, the ‘100 Club’, your
donations and a bequest as ‘seed funding’, we
managed to complete the ‘St. Augustine’s Heritage
Project’ in 2017.
I have written previously about the extensive works
undertaken both inside and externally to the church.
The Diocesan decision to sell The (former) Rectory
gave the opportunity to negotiate part of the Rectory
garden to extend the church car-park, and some of
the funds raised by the Diocese through the sale of
The Rectory, paid the ‘lion’s share’ of the cost of the
new ‘disabled friendly’ toilet.
Grants’ bodies understandably insist on ‘community
engagement and involvement’ before offering funds.
To meet this requirement, the South Quantock
Heritage Trail was launched in September 2017 and
this encompasses all four medieval churches in our
Benefice and other locations including Fyne Court,
Broomfield (N.T.), Hestercombe House and Gardens
and the Bridgwater-Taunton Canal tow-path which is
on a National Cycle Route.
In November, we witnessed our Rector, Rev. Mary
calling for God’s Blessings on the church building
work, the car-park
and toilet and the
final ‘element’ in the
project – The
Sensory Garden
areas in the
churchyard.
Selworthy School
students have
visited the
churchyard on
occasions for some
time to look out for
bird and insect life
and see the
changing seasons
Rector Mary Styles blessing all the new projects on a beautiful November day.
through the flowers

Kevin Davenport,
Reader & St.
Augustine’s
Heritage Project
Leader.
01823 413628.

Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/South-Quantock-Benefice-West-Monkton-Cheddon-KingstonBroomfield-churches-242102696183594/
Copy deadline for March - April 2018 is 1st February 2018
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sSt Augustine’s Churchyard Developments

Left: The insect hotel with areas of stone, twigs and plants for
many insects to hide, hibernate, lay eggs and feed. Beside it
a lovely bench for people to rest and watch the busy insects.
Above: The carved wooden chairs and the grassy banks
which make an ideal venue for deep conversation and sky
watching.
Below: Photos from the Blessing Service

A Lee Abbey Experience
Lee Abbey is the home of an International Christian
Community.
The experience was something not to be missed;
organised by the
South Quantock
Benefice of
churches with a
few from Bathpool
Chapel joining in.
Lee Abbey is set
on a hillside
between the valley
of the Rocks and
Woody Bay, North
Devon and overlooking Lee Bay and we were there
at the end of November for the weekend. About
thirty-five of us ate, supped, dined and enjoyed good
fellowship in beautiful surroundings, also enjoying
much coffee, tea and delicious hot chocolate along
with naughty but nice rocky road, shortbread, biscuits
or suchlike. Stop, stop before your mouth waters.
With the accommodation it is equal to a multi star
hotel complex, and that is only part of the purpose of
being there.
It was also a weekend retreat on the theme of
Sustaining Joy, times for listening, learning and
finding where we are on our journey with the Lord. It
was led by a man of great personal experience, Rev
Paul Swann, whose words of wisdom and thoughts

were really appreciated.
But you can be there just to relax, sit quietly, talk,
read, explore the grounds or whatever; the choice is
yours and it does not cost the earth. For some it was
their first time and definitely not the last while, others
had been a few times or were regulars.
Try it some time, it’s a genuine place of welcome and
relaxation. Go for a day, a weekend or a short week,
you won’t be disappointed.
Clive at Bathpool

Relaxing and enjoying a cup of something warm
and good company.

Copy deadline for March - April 2018 is 1st February 2018

Page 11

BATHPOOL CHAPEL
Sunday morning service normally starts
at 10:30am, so if you are new to the area
or looking for a Church you will be made
most welcome.
New Year News
After a long and intense search accommodation was
found for our new Pastor, Naomi Gull, who is now
living in the area. As Naomi only started her ministry
on the 18th December all services for January and
February had not been finalised before Village News
went to the printers. What we do know is set out
below with Naomi taking services as shown. The
other services may be chapel led, also there may be
guest speakers.
Services in January:
7th Covenant service & communion … Naomi
14th To be confirmed
21st Worship & communion ……………… Naomi
28th To be confirmed
Services in February:
4th Worship & communion ……………… Naomi
11th To be confirmed
17th Service of Induction for Naomi Gull
See Note below
18th Worship & communion ……………… Naomi
25th To be confirmed
Note: Saturday 17th February will be a day of
celebration as Naomi will be inducted as the pastor of
Bathpool Chapel, Taunton Church of the Nazarene. If
the term, induction, is new to you then simply it’s
when a person of biblical learning, understanding and
theological training has passed the required courses
set and is confirmed as the head of a church, in our
case a Pastor. Naomi is, and will be, a licensed
minister until her ordination, usually within three
years. Her title will then be Reverend but she will still
known as the Pastor. From the time Naomi is
inducted she will be able to carry out baptisms,
blessings, christenings, marriages and funerals, also
communion.
At the time of writing the celebrations are due to start
at 12 noon with a finger buffet lunch followed at
1:30pm with the service. This will be lead jointly by
the chapel with the induction being carried out by our
District Superintendent, South District, Rev David
Montgomery from Leeds, and a guest speaker of
Naomi’s choice.
Following the service there will be time for fellowship
over tea and coffee, a time to meet and greet or catch
up with others not frequently seen, or ever seen
before. It’s a time to be Joyful and celebrate our great
God. If you are hoping to join us on this day, either at
lunch time or just for the service it would be helpful if
you could kindly let us know about a week before.
At present we do not know about any parking at the
new ALDI opposite but hopefully will be able to let
people know beforehand.

Forthcoming Events:
Saturday 6th January, 10am – 2:00pm
The Annual Nibbles & Lunch. A slight variation on
previous years but there will still be hot drinks and
nibbles to start followed by a simple, light lunch from
12noon. Mostly a help yourself service.
As usual there are no set costs but donations will be
thankfully received, this year for Tear Fund, a Christian
charity that works in many needy areas of the world. On
the day you can see and hear Geena’s harrowing story
of survival through conflict in the Central African
Republic (CAR). Every pound that is given will be match
funded by the governments UK Aid programme. There
will also be the opportunity, if a tax payer, to gift aid it,
making it worth 25% more. Start the New Year giving
something for someone with nothing who is hoping
for something.
Saturday 4th February, 10am to 12noon.
The days may be shorter and the temperatures cooler
but it will be warm, cosy and comfortable in the chapel
for you to enjoy your cuppa or whatever in the company
of family, friends or people you may never have met.
And yes, you can bring your well behaved dog if so
needed. Also on offer usually are cakes and bacon &
egg baps and toasties with limited fillings or maybe you
just prefer a biscuit? Whatever, everyone is welcome
and prices are very reasonable.
Bible Study Evenings – Tuesdays, 7:15pm for 7:30pm
start to 9:00/9:15pm. These evenings are not a hard sell
on what someone should do/not do but a time to read,
discuss, reason, pray and enjoy one another’s
company. Light refreshments are available so if you’re a
beginner, reasonably learned, really mature or just plain
inquisitive, everyone is welcome.
Music Group – Wednesdays 3rd January and 7th
February from 8:00pm to 10:30pm. An easy going time
of music, instrumental or choral, sometimes story telling
or poetry and all by non-professionals and people who
just love what they do. Come and go as you please
even if only to sit and enjoy the variety of entertainment.
Light refreshments are available with a suggested
donation of £2 per person. Further info from Dave or
Jane Cooke 07879812077 or 07900570369.
Watercolour Art Group – Mondays in school term time,
1:30pm – 3:30pm. This group started at the beginning of
September and have found the chapel an ideal place to
pursue their leisure time activity. Good lighting
conditions and all the facilities required. This is a small
group who are friendly, easy going, and willing to help
beginners. No set charges but a small donation towards
use of the chapel appreciated. All welcome. Further info
from Felicity Miles 01823 412343.
General News
The Chapel and its facilities are available for suitable
groups to use. Conditions apply to all hirers and costs
are negotiable. Further info from Clive Hooper.
Community Prayer Garden.
This is open 24/7 and this year has been well used.
For enquiries regarding services, etc, please contact
Pastor Naomi Gull on 07882 764153 or email:
naomigull75@gmail.com
For general enquiries about the chapel please contact
Clive Hooper on 01278 457221 or 07889228002 or
email: c.hooper731@btinternet.com
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feathers, have a prominent white flash, but the most
significant feature is the huge conical bill. Its Latin
name literally means 'nutcracker' and they have
This year has seen one of the quietest autumns for
indeed been likened to an avian equivalent. Although
migrant birds that most of us can remember. Benign
weather during late August and throughout September it will eat a range of fruits, and even insects, the
Hawfinch specialises in cracking fruit kernels. It is
allowed our summer visitors to depart in ideal
especially fond of cherry stones and, with a beak
conditions. Atlantic weather systems, when they did
capable of exerting a force of 150 pounds, is well
reach our shores, had little influence and brought few
equipped to deal with them. The excitement a bird
American vagrants and, in stark contrast to last year,
when we experienced a veritable bonanza of extremely ringer feels when extracting one from a mist net is
somewhat tempered by the knowledge that, unless
rare Siberian wanderers, easterly winds were almost
entirely absent in 2017. Even our regular and expected extreme care is exercised, a chunk of finger might go
missing!
eastern birds were few and far between. Winter
thrushes such as Redwings and Fieldfares are around, Somerset has shared in the influx, and birds, often
but in low numbers, and as I write, Slimbridge has only singles but sometimes in flocks of 5 to 10 have been
widespread. Since early November a flock of at least
four Bewick's Swans on the reserve so far. One
species has, however, sprung something of a welcome five has taken up residence beside Broomfield
Church in the gardens of Fyne Court Cottages and
surprise. This is the Hawfinch which has invaded the
these have proved the easiest to see. Here they feed
country in numbers not seen for at least forty years.
on Yew Berries and, in typical fashion, spit out the
soft fruit and crack and eat the seed.
In fact, most of the birds I have seen in Somerset
have been in churchyards, not surprisingly since
virtually every churchyard has an ancient Yew. West
Monkton has been no exception and to date I have
logged several sightings, mostly of single birds
around the churchyard and at all times of the day.
When feeding within the Yew they are almost
impossible to see, and the best opportunity is when
they fly out, typically to the very top of a large tree
nearby. Their large bodies make them distinctive
both in flight, and when perched, and the prominent
bill is unmistakable.

Somerset Birds

A Hawfinch

The Hawfinch is a truly charismatic bird and one much
sought after by birders. It does breed in Britain in low
numbers but can be very difficult to see. Some
experienced birders I know have yet to do so. It is a
shy and wary species, feeding unobtrusively within the
canopy and in the under-story. Though one of the
largest and most colourful of our finches, it can blend in
very well with the background. I think it likely a few
pairs breed in Somerset, but there has been no proven
record for many years, and this may be due to its
secretive habits. Occasional birds turn up in winter, but
in some years none at all are seen in the County.
During October, however, it soon became clear that
something exceptional was happening. Along the east
coast several flocks, some large, were recorded and
since then a wave of Hawfinches has moved inland,
and, in many cases, these birds have established small
winter feeding ranges. It is likely that this large arrival
has been triggered by the failure of winter seed and
berry crops in northern and eastern Europe.
The Hawfinch is a striking bird, larger and bulkier than
a Chaffinch with a 'bull head', stout body a short tail.
The plumage is a mixture of buff, warm brown, light
orange and grey, with black around the bill. The dark
wings, which have unusual serrations in the flight

Hawfinch eating Yew berries

Hawfinches have been attracted on occasion to bird
tables where they will take peanuts and sunflower
hearts. These need to be placed on a flat surface
rather than in a feeder. These superb birds are likely
to remain in the area for the winter, so do keep a
lookout, particularly in the treetops or, indeed, on
your garden feeders.
Brian Hill
Somerset Ornithological Society welcomes people whatever their
level of interest in birds. Our next indoor meeting is at Ruishton
Village Hall on Thursday 25th January 7.30 When Nick Salter
from the Forestry Commission is our speaker. Entry and
Refreshments are free. Please contact Brian Hill on 01823 443503
for further details.
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Don’t forget the weekly
Coffee Mornings
On Thursdays from 10:00am until 11:30am

Village Hall News
Firstly, we were extremely sad to hear the news
that West Monkton Pre-school had made the
decision to close down at the end of the Christmas
term. This is largely due to the emergence of the
new nursery/pre-school attached to the new
primary school in the parish, which is the way
children’s education is going all over the country.
The village hall preschool actually started over 40
years ago in the first village hall on the site and
then transferred over to the main building as we
know it today. It was started by Helen Smallwood,
who lived in Thornash Close. The mothers who
helped run it then have seen their second
generation of children attend the preschool to this
present day.
We are at last getting closer to submitting our
application to Taunton Deane for financial help to
fund the refurbishment of the toilets and lobby of
our main building, which has not been updated
since it was opened in 1979 and times have
changed a bit since then.
Our next fundraising evening is on 16th March and
there will be a fundraising lunch on 29th May.
For more information contact Joyce Keyte
Tel: 01823 412294. Email:joyce.keyte@virgin.net

I have news
relating to the
photograph on
the back of the
last Village
News, which was
of a group of
people standing
outside the first
village hall on the
site. (See right)
A lovely lady
called Mrs
Valerie White
contacted me to say that she was in the picture with
members of her family and other guests who had
attended a wedding reception there.
Other members in the
photograph were Mr and Mrs
Gerald Taylor, Mr Douglas
White, Mr and Mrs Fred
Williams, Gladys White and
Percy White, Maureen
Widger, Robert Taylor,
Lorraine and Julie Widger
and Angela Wilson (nee
White).
I believe it was the wedding
reception of Pat Foyle. This
event took place nearly 50
years ago.
Valerie White
How time marches on.

Sing for Candlemas
(Local Ministry Group)
At St John’s, Staplegrove with Alan Cook

Wanted!
Enthusiastic, as well as reluctant, singers wanted
to Sing for Candlemas
From 4pm through to 6:30 pm Evening Worship
With a proper tea break and, yes, there will be cake!
On Sunday 4th February
Sign up:
We are planning to hold a special worship event for
Candlemas.
Alan Cook, organist and choirmaster, of St Andrew’s Taunton
will be coming along to do a sort of Gareth Malone thing with as
many willing singers as we can muster. The things we sing in
the afternoon will be woven into
our Evening Worship for
Candlemas making this a very
special Worship Event, and giving
us an opportunity to experience
first-hand the acoustics of our reordered church building.

Singles Club
·

·

January 9th - 10:30am
Mulled Wine and nibbles at
Langaller Farmhouse
February 13th - 12noon to 3pm.
Lunch at The Maypole, Thurloxton

If you are new to the village, Singles Club
is a great way to meet new people. Any
single person is most welcome.
We meet on the second Tuesday in the
month for a variety of activities.
I It is a very friendly group of about thirtyfive people.
More information:
Dianne Besley
01823 412857
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Hands Reaching Out,
For Everyone
A New Year but not, entirely, a new beginning for the
Cuppa and a Chat people.
Although the weather had been kind with just the odd
chilly day it had remained dry since starting back
after half term. The BACH was put to use and proved
very welcome for some to sit, have a hot drink and a
chat while in the warm before collecting children.
Others chose to also come in afterwards. The table
and gazebo were still in use for the soft drinks,
cookies and biscuits so that the children, if needed,
could have a quick drink.
The last Cuppa and a Chat on the 19th December
saw a card with a Christmas message given to
everyone from the C & C team and seasonal
refreshments.
The team has grown slightly in numbers, an answer
to prayer. We have now been at the school for one
year, during which time many different things have
happened through greeting, talking and drinking tea
including being made very welcome by school staff.
As usual some of us have been involved with other
events.

The gift table at ‘Lights at the Rectory’

An alternative Halloween event, Lights at the
Rectory, at the end of October being one of them.
The tables were ready with gifts of various kinds,

glow sticks were
appearing
everywhere and
children and adults
were writing
prayers to hang on
the ribbon
intertwined along
the top of the stone
wall. Some people
lit candles and
carved pumpkins
were much in
evidence. All the pumpkins were carved with a
Christian light shape or message which shone out to
the eighty plus children, mostly with parents or
guardians, who came by.
Later a group of teenage girls came along and
started singing songs such as “Our God is a great
big God,” remembered from their West Monkton
primary school teaching and they continued singing
this as they left and made their way back through the
housing with “This little light of mine, I’m gonna make
it shine.” All is not lost, Jesus is alive!
Another alternative Light Party was in the primary
school, a joint event with the school headed by
teacher, Sue Martin, the Messy Church and Cuppa
and a Chat people joining in. There were about
seventy parents who had registered to attend so as
to be with their children and take
part in the different activities. I
suspect this also concluded with
some drinks and biscuits. The
whole event ended with the
singing of songs, prayers and a
great big ‘Amen’ in the school
style.
From all at Cuppa and a Chat it just remains to wish
all our readers a very happy and healthy New Year
and we look forward to meeting with many of you
again in 2018.

Christmas Country Market
A scramble of eager customers around the Toy Stall where there
were some real bargains.

Smiling faces try and tempt people to buy more raffle tickets.
See also Page 28
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West Monkton Evening
Women’s Institute
Well here we are 2018
already, I have no idea where
2017 went. I do hope you all enjoyed the festive
season.
Our ‘Dogs Dinner’ back in November went really well.
The Somerset County Cricket club did us proud, the
three course meal was excellent, as were the staff.
We were entertained by children from the Centre for
Young Musicians, Taunton, a division of the Guildhall
School, who were brilliant.
Our guest speaker was a retired veterinary surgeon,
author and trustee for Hearing Dogs for Deaf People
who had us laughing with his very interesting and
amusing stories. He also auctioned a few items on
the night for us. As always the raffle was amazing
and the prizes were all donated by friends and local
businesses.
I am delighted to tell you that we raised over £1000
for the 35th Anniversary of Hearing Dogs for Deaf
People.
I would like to express my sincere thanks to
everyone who donated/contributed and bought
tickets to make this such a successful evening.
Here's to our next fundraiser - probably a ‘Tea and
Cake’ afternoon; watch this space!
Many thanks again,
Happy and Healthy 2018 to you all.
From Lin Keitch organizer of the Taunton and District
F R Branch of Hearing Dogs for Deaf People

Lin and Dave with some of their guests.

Dogs
Do you love the company of a dog, but don't want the
commitment of having your own?
E S Pet Care is looking for Dog Carer's to join our team. You
get to look after dogs as often or on the odd occasion
depending on how involved you would like to be. If you:
· are retired/work from home
· have a secure garden
· have dog experience
· enjoy walking
· live in or near Taunton
then please get in contact.
Being a dog carer is a great way to socialise, be part of a
team, get you fitter, and gives you constant company from a
lovely visiting dog
More information: www.espetcare.co.uk
Tel Emma: 07443647389
Email: info@espetcare.co.uk

Summer seems to have come and gone, and certainly
the trees are changing to gorgeous autumn colours,
but thankfully we are still having a few nice days, even
though they are chilly.
Once again this year, four members took part in the
Shine Night Walk in London to raise money for Cancer
UK – over £500 was raised.
As a group we have sent 11 shoe boxes to Romania,
well done girls.
Our thoughts and prayers were on everyone on
Rememberance Sunday, a group of us knitted
poppies which were sold, and over £43 was raised for
the British Legion – very worthwhile.
Our November meeting was a really fun evening, with
coffee and mince pies, whilst we all made marzipan
fruit baskets, cheese twirls and gingerbread biscuits.
Even those that admitted that they ‘didn’t like cooking’
enjoyed the evening, and filled their tummies with
goodies before heading home.
Our Christmas Meal this year was again be celebrated
at the Quantock Restaurant at the College – instead
of the normal ‘Secret Santa’ we are all donating to
charity – this year it was to the Meningitis Appeal in
memory of our dear friend Trish Derry.
We have already organised and planned events for
2018. On the 21st April we are holding another Quiz,
this year's was very successful and we had a great
quizmaster, cost per head will be £5, which includes a
ploughmans supper. Anyone interested should ring
Ann May on 01823-334168 and book a table.
Next year will be our 40th anniversary, and to
celebrate we have already booked the Quantock
Restaurant at Somerset College for a meal to mark
this great milestone.
We are a very friendly group, and if you like the sound
of what you read about us, why not come along for a
taster? New members and guests are very welcome,
we meet in the Annexe of West Monkton Village Hall
at 7:30 on the fourth Thursday of each month (unless
we are having an outing and we do not meet in
August); just ring our President Ann May on 01823
334168 for details.
The annual cost as from January 2018 is £41.00 (plus
£3 for tea/coffee) – visitors will be £5 including coffee
– what a bargain and a great way to meet new friends.
Forthcoming programme :
January 25th:
Seasonal evening organised
by the committee.
February 22nd
Food bank – Taunton
speaker Sue Weightman
March 22nd
Teaching in a Reception
class, Pauline Phelps
March 15th
Our 40th Anniversary
celebration
April 21st
Quiz
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Puppy Parties and Socialisation
Socialising your puppy at a young age is one of the most
important aspects in ensuring that you have a well-balanced,
properly behaved dog later on in life. As the owner of a new
puppy, it is your responsibility to ensure that your puppy is
socialised sufficiently so it can learn how to recognise and
interact with other species and situations.
Some vet practices hold puppy socialisation parties, which are
run by qualified staff and enable your puppy to socialise with
puppies of a similar age in a safe environment. These parties
are aimed at puppies between the ages of 9-15 weeks but
they must have had their first puppy vaccination at least 7
days before the date of the party.
Our parties at Tone Vets are one and a half hours long and
include discussions on a variety of topics including safe
socialisation, preventative health care and basic training. The
puppies then under supervision have the opportunity to play
together while our staff are available to answer any questions
the owners may have. We also provide refreshments and each
puppy receives a party bag to go home with.
Socialising must be pleasurable and not frightening, so do
take care not to overwhelm
your puppy and build up
their experience
gradually…….remember,
they are only little!
Janet Duke.
Veterinary Healthcare
Advisor
Tone Veterinary Centre

West Monkton Church
100 Club Prizewinners
The November draw was
held on
Friday 3rd November
First Prize: £100.00 won by Robert Pettitt
Second Prize: £50.00 won by Ann Calder
The sum of £350.00 will go towards the
church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the
draw was 100.
The December draw was held on Saturday
2nd December
First Prize: £99.00 won by Kevin Hayes
Second Prize: £50.00 won by Jack Besley
The sum of £346.00 will go towards the
church.
The number of £5.00 shares entered in the
draw was 99.
Congratulations to the winners!
Your turn next month?
If you would like to join or hear more about
the 100 Club, please contact: Kate Ayres
01823 413873
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Phoenix Photographers
Is Photography art?
Should it be called Art?
This question was the subject of a talk and projected
presentation by Rod Fry at a recent Monday evening
meeting. He mooted that in photography competitions
different subjects e.g. still life, portraits, landscapes etc.
were in separate classes. With a separate class
labelled creative, usually referring to images created in
computer software, as if all the aforementioned classes
weren't creative.
Using photographs as references for art is often a
debatable subject among artists. Rod's research
revealed that Edgar Degas’ paintings of ballet dancers
limbering up and preparing to go on stage, were
created using individual photographs of each performer
which were then positioned to make the wonderful
paintings. Artists such as Man-ray, Paul Nash, also
used photos as references.
A series of photographs produced by Edward
Mybridge, of people and animals in motion, were used
by Frances Bacon as an inspiration for some of his
work.
Digital Art was the title of the next presentation to the
group by Vicki Boulter.
Working on the premise that the face is just a mask,
behind which is the real person, Vicki would shoot very
high quality portrait shots of her subject. She uses a
single light source so as to create strong shadows
emphasising the features, particularly the profile of the
jaw line against the neck. As she was working she
would tease out thoughts and feelings of the person,
favourite colours, what excited or inspired them, what
they liked; at the same time Vicki would be doodling
and sketching as information came from the subject.
Once the portraits were in the computer Vicki would
select the face, like a carnival mask separating it from
the rest of the head. Then proceed to construct around
the mask images gleaned from the thoughts and
feelings of the subject.

The results were exciting and spectacular. Members all
agreed that Vicki's presentation was one of the best
they had witnessed.
Landscape Photography was the heading of
Photographer Linda Wevill's presentation, photography
with a very individual aspect. Starting with the original
image, Linda uses the power of Photoshop to blend
with layers and textures, taken sometimes from within
the original shot, or an allied and complimentary
pattern. For example a photograph of the waves
crashing on a beach is overlaid on part of the rigging
taken in close up of a sailing boat, the opacity reduced
in different degrees to obtain the desired effect. Linda
demonstrated this in detail, talking members through a
series of images produced as a panel.
Using slow shutter speeds on moving water results in a
soft ethereal result. Zooming in very close, again with
slow shutter-speed's on small areas of waterfalls
resulted in ghost like images. Linda's finished pictures
have a very light almost watercolour appearance,
particularly on the special paper Linda uses for her
prints.
Prize Winners
For the second year running the Club was successful in
winning the Kingswood Salver, the theme being
‘Postcards, Polaroids and Perforations'
The theme chosen this year was:
A Picture Within a Picture.
Each photographer took a picture, then from within the
main image a part of it was selected, then isolated by
framing it either with sprocket holes as 35mm film would
have been, the white border that was the trade mark of
original polaroids, or a perforated border. The selected
image was then changed to black and white, if the
original was in colour, or colour if the rest was black and
white. One selection was presented as a negative.
Each selected sector had to stand as a quality photo in
it's own right. Which they did admirably.
The Phoenix Group meet Monday evenings at West
Monkton Village hall, at
7:30pm. The website is
www.pgop.org.uk

Congratulations to:
Print No 1
Chris Mowthorpe,
Print No 2
Keith Jennings,
Print No 3
Wendy Hopper,
Print No 4
Tony Raymond
Print, No 5
Polly Knowles
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“No one watches war films in quite the way the British do.”
We shall explore Pat Barker’s claim by watching
and discussing Gillies MacKinnon’s 1997
adaptation of her acclaimed novel Regeneration
(1991).
2018 will mark the final stage in our national
‘remembering’ of the hundred year anniversaries of
the First World War. Against the backdrop of these
commemorations, numerous family historians have
been uncovering the part played by their ancestors in
the traumatic conflict that changed Europe and the
world forever.
With so much interest in the period it’s easy to forget
that when Pat Barker was writing Regeneration most
of those researching the war were military historians.
Is it an accident that both the book and film focus on
a psychiatrist who helps patients deal with their
problems by facing rather than repressing their
memories?

A story of change over time:
- in the healing of individuals
- in the viewing of treatment
- in the private and collective memory

This question will be explored by our keynote
speaker Dr Brian Edgar, an Honorary Research
Associate at the University of Exeter. Dr Edgar’s two
main research interests are the history of
psychotherapy and the experience of war, and he will
draw on his knowledge to explain the ways in which
the film is inspired by debates about the nature and
treatment of trauma - ‘shell shock’ - that are still
relevant today.
He will suggest that the way we are currently
remembering the war is the result of huge cultural
changes that historically-informed viewing of the film
can help illuminate. His comments are sure to lead to
a lively and wide-ranging discussion!
Sunday 21st January
2pm until 5pm
at The SPACE, School Road, Monkton Heathfield
Taunton Film Society members £5
Non-members £10
Talk, film, cake and coffee included in price
For tickets:
www.tauntonfilmsociety.co.uk
01823 412201 or on the door
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NIGEL DAVIES
Painter and Decorator
293 Cheddon Road. Taunton
Mon-Fri (8 am to 5:45 pm)
50 weeks of the year
For children 3 months to
school age
Outstanding qualified staff
Excellent Ofsted report
Accepts Early Years
Entitlement
‘Offering a secure, stimulating and
fun filled home environment for the
best start in life’
For more information please:

Ruth/Sara on 01823 288681

High Quality Interior and
Exterior Work
Friendly and Professional
Service
Competitive Rates
All Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
Fully Insured
Private and Commercial
Work Undertaken

Tel: 01823 277026
Mob: 07915 061314

Or visit our website
www.abacus-nursery.com

Dave Terrell
PLUMBING & HEATING
Tel: 01823 333332 Mob: 07811166829
www.daveterrell.co.uk
email: dave@daveterrell.co.uk
Like us on FaceBook
@daveterrellplumb

Be pampered! Why not treat
yourself to a relaxing facial or
beautiful nails.
I am a professional beauty therapist and
nail technician with over 17 years
experience. I offer a variety of beauty
treatments starting at £6.
Pamper Gift Vouchers available.

Beauty Treatments available:
Bio Sculpture Gel Nails
Manicures
Pedicures
Waxing
Facials
Massage
Eyelash & Eyebrow Treatments
Body Treatments
Lisa
Yallands Hill, Monkton Heathfield
Mobile: 07977185840
Email: lisajayne_g@yahoo.co.uk
www.pampernailsandbeauty.co.uk

J Warman Carpentry &
Property Maintenance
Doors, skirtings, built in
wardrobes, cupboards etc

TEL: 01823 254040
Mobile: 07734307887
Local, friendly service by
qualified carpenter

70 Station Road
Taunton TA1 1NX

Traditional Men’s Wear
Large size specialist 60 chest & waist

Quality Workmanship
Crown Cottage, Exford

Small jobs welcome

Tel/Fax: 01823 333169
E-mail: post@gurds.co.uk
www.gurds.co.uk

RIVERSIDE BUTCHERS
“Meat to please you,
Pleased to meat you”

Self-catering,
two bedroom
holiday
cottage

Located in the centre of
Exmoor National Park
Sitting room with wood burning stove,
dining room, kitchen, double and twin
bedrooms, shower room,cottage
garden.
Dogs are welcome.
Two pubs that offer good food a very
short walk from the cottage.
Contact James or Lynn
P: 01823 412033 or 07968172004
E:crowncottage.exford@gmail.com
W:www.crowncottageexford.co.uk

Suppliers of high quality
local produce
Local Beef, Pork, Lamb,
Veal, Poultry and Game
Award Winning Homemade
Sausages, Pies, Faggots,
Bacon and Black Pudding
Home Cooked Meats
Free delivery
when you spend £25 or more
Supplying to the public and catering
trade
Tel: 01823 289097
Riverside Place, St James Street, Taunton

www.riversidebutchers.co.uk
Featured on thebestoftaunton.co.uk

Christmas Country Market
Crowds around the Golden Bucket one lucky person won half the
contents of the bucket at the end of
the day!
See Page 28
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Karis Cakes
Birthdays ...
Weddings ...
Celebrations ...

Delicious
Homemade
Cakes

Individually designed & decorated
Specialising in edible pictures of your choice
Joan & Richard
07802782199
joan@karis-cakes.co.uk
www.karis-cakes.co.uk

calling all language teachers
if you want to find paying students across the country
and around the world then join, free

Kolada.org
Kolada will give you • lesson marketing • quick
registration • lesson calendars • whiteboarding
• free voice/video calls • student reviews
• all with an easy to use browser interface •

everything you need to succeed
© Kolada.org 2017

HILARY NORMAN
Foothealth Practitioner RFHP
GENERAL FOOT CARE
Nail Cutting & filing, Corn & Callus
removal,
In-growing toenails, fungal infections and
general advice on the care of your feet.
Treatment in the comfort of your own home
01823 481160
07969 448793
hilary.norman@btinternet.com
01823 481160
07969448793

Friendly, Reliable,
Affordable, Fully Qualified
Day, Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available
Telephone: 01823 410010
to book an appointment
Your Local
Mobile
Hairdresser

Thank You

Come and Join Us
Monday evenings at 8:15pm

Formally ‘Single Professionals’ Association’

For more information:
www.spasinglesocialgroup.co.uk
Or contact Susanne on 01823 975450
*** Please Note: this is not a dating club, it is for single, likeminded people to get together and to get out and about. ***

National Trust Quantock Centre
A National Trust Supporters’ group

Thank you to all our advertisers,
you keep our magazine going and we
hope you get lots of business
from our readers.

Members enjoy:
Special tours of Houses & Gardens
Visits to Cathedrals & Museums
Pub Lunches
Short & Long Holidays
Annual Subscription: £8.00 per person
(non National Trust members can join)

Contact 01823 335427

www.ntqc.org.uk
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A. STEWART
Plumbing & Heating
·
·
·
·
·
·

·

Residential Park Homes &
Caravans
Cookers/Fires/Water
Heaters/Space Heaters
Vented/Unvented Water Systems
Energy Efficiency Qualified
Technician
General Plumbing & Heating
Maintenance
· Call Outs and & Emergencies
Welcome

·
Natural Gas & LPG
Oil Installations & Servicing
·
Boiler Installations &
Servicing
Central Heating Systems ·
·
Power Flushing
Bath Rooms/Shower
·
Rooms
Cloakrooms/Kitchens

Call Ashley on: 07590729084 / 01823 412263
Email: info@astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk
www.astewartplumbingandheating.co.uk
The Financial Detectives
Financial Advice is elementary to us

LANDSCAPING &
ARTIFICIAL LAWNS

Wills and Estate Planning Service
Without a valid Will and careful inheritance
planning:

Garden Landscaping
Patios/Stone Walling/Decking/Pergolas
Commercial & Residential
· Laylawn Artificial Grass Licensees for the
South West
Contact: 01823 252023
www.englishgardenco.co.uk
www.lazylawntaunton.co.uk

·Your husband, wife or partner may not automatically
inherit
· Your home maybe sold without your consent and the
proceeds used for care home fees
· Your loved ones could be liable for a 40% tax bill
· Guardianship of children under 18 maybe unclear, leaving
the courts to decide their welfare
20% DISCOUNT WITH THIS ADVERT
CALL 01823 210386 FOR A LOCAL, PROFESSIONAL AND
COURTEOUS SERVICE FROM A FAMILY RUN FIRM
1 Chartfield House, Castle Street, Taunton, TA1 4AS
www.tfdetectives.co.uk
andy@tfdetectives.co.uk

Self Storage & Removals
SECURE PURPOSE BUILT SELF STORAGE UNITS

-

REMOVALS & HAULAGE

ALARMS & CCTV - COMPETITIVE PRICES
PACKAGING MATERIALS SOLD

The Beehive Building, 150 Priorswood
Road. Taunton, Somerset TA2 8DU
www.beehiveselfstorage.co.uk
F: tauntonbeehiveselfstorage.co.uk

T: 01823 323575
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Guide to Winter Service
in Somerset
Somerset County Council salts
over 1,400km (870 miles) of its roads in anticipation
of frost, snow and ice. This is approximately 21% of
its entire road network. The M5 and the A303 are
maintained and treated by the Highways England.
What we do
Road salting is carried out in order to assist the safe
movement of highway users in conditions of snow
and ice. Resources are not available to treat all
roads. Criteria have been used that meet national
guidelines to enable the Pre-Salting Network to be
defined. This has been done to ensure a consistent
approach across the county and achieve a
responsible balance between cost and level of
service.
The criteria used to define the routes are listed
below in order of importance:
1. Strategic and County Routes
2. Freight Routes
3. Links to Emergency Locations
4. Links to Adjoining Counties
5. Links to Major Settlements
6. Links to Settlements above 500 feet
7. Links to Urban/Rural Schools (Major)
In some parishes salt bins are located at key points
to encourage self-help. We provide salt at these
places on the understanding that it is used for
highway purposes.
When are roads salted?
Salting is carried out when road surface
temperatures are predicted to drop below 1°C and
frost or ice is expected to form on the road.
Normally, precautionary salting is carried out
in the evening or early morning. However, during
severe weather conditions we may have to salt at
other times.
If frost follows rain in the early hours, or freezing
occurs unexpectedly, there may not be enough time
to salt the entire priority network before the morning
rush hour. Motorists, therefore, should drive with
caution and not assume that salting has been
carried out.
What we can do
· Carry out precautionary salting on the presalting network when there is a risk of ice or
snow.
· Clear the routes of snow accumulation in priority
order.
· Keep the public informed through the media as
far as possible.
What we can’t do
· Treat Motorway or Trunk Roads, as these are
the responsibility of the Highways England.
· Salt all highways.
· Keep roads free of ice and snow all of the time.
What you can do
· Prepare your vehicle for winter.
· Check the weather forecast and road conditions
before travelling.

· Allow extra time for your journey.
· Give gritters and snow ploughs plenty of room to
operate.
· Carry a shovel and blanket in your vehicle.
Can I clear snow myself?
There is no law stopping you from clearing snow and
ice on the pavement outside your home or from
public spaces. It's unlikely you'll be sued or held
legally responsible for any injuries sustained if you
have cleared it carefully.
Follow the Snow Code when clearing snow and ice
safely.
· If you clear snow and ice yourself, be careful don’t make the pathways more dangerous by
causing them to refreeze.
· Clear the snow or ice early in the day
· Use salt or sand – not water
· Take care where you move the snow
· Offer to clear your neighbour’s path
For further information on the Snow Code please go
to:https://www.gov.uk/clear-snow-road-path-cycleway
or contact us.
Remember...
· Only the busiest roads are salted, most are not drive safely.
· In icy conditions braking distances can increase
tenfold.
· Regularly check your tyre treads throughout the
season.
· It takes time for salt to become effective.
· Rain can wash salt off roads.
· In very low temperatures even salting does not
prevent icing.
· Extra caution is needed when driving in bad
weather.

Winter waste services
Severe weather can disrupt kerb side collections and
recycling sites. Somerset Waste Partnership will try
to maintain usual services, if safe.
If collections are missed, crews aim to make a return
pick-up as soon as possible.
All recycling sites take household waste, including
excess materials, such as cardboard, but check if
open before travelling. Please assist vulnerable
neighbours. For winter news and festive collection
changes, visit www.somersetwaste.gov.uk
and sign up for our Sorted ezine, or find
somersetwaste on Facebook and Twitter.
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Sibleys
Gardening and Landscaping
For everything in the garden:
Preparation, planting, pruning,
mowing, strimming and tidying.
Trees, hedges, beds, borders, pots,
lawns, pavings etc.
A friendly personal service.
For advice or a free quotation call
Mike on
01278 663441/07930383390

·

Mortgages

·

Equity Release

·

Protection

·

Buildings Insurance

·

Commercial Lending

·

Business Protection

A.G. PURCHASE
ALCM, LLCM, FLCM

PIANO TUITION
Dodhill Green,
Nailsbourne
Taunton TA1 8AD
Tel:01823 451342

Call our office
in Taunton on
01823 444700
Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited

Priors Way, Monkton Heathfield, Taunton

Tel: 01823 413113
A MORTGAGE IS A LOAN SECURED AGAINST YOUR
HOME. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU
DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE
OR ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT
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Changes
Unisex Hair Salon
Professional Stylists
Specialising in Cut & Colour
Friendly Relaxed Atmosphere
Competitive Prices
Free Parking
Tel: 01823 412776
15a School Road, Monkton Heathfield, Taunton

DISTINCTIVE MEMORIALS
BY
MANNING & KNIGHT
Also added inscriptions and maintenance
work on
existing memorials
164A Kingston Road
TAUNTON 275755
www.manningandknight.com
Competitive Prices All Year Round

Household Cleaning Undertaken
20 years experience

LES MARSH CARPETS
Wide Selection of Flooring Samples Available
Kamdean Flooring, Vinyl & Natural Flooring
Remnants & Roll Stock Available
Estimating & Fitting Service
Property Letting Specialists & Insurance Work
Undertaken
Knowledgeable & Friendly Staff
Family Run Company Since 1979

Caring person who is willing to do all household
tasks. Will also help with shopping, collecting
prescriptions, accompanying to appointments
etc.
References can be
supplied.
Reasonable charges.

THE COMPLETE SERVICE

Visit Our Extensive Showroom
With Easy Parking
Cook Way, Bindon Road, Taunton TA2 6BJ
Open: Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 2pm
For a free estimate or service call 01823 335952
or email lesmarshcarpets@

4 Vicarage Lawns

Choose E S Pet Care in Taunton
for all your small pet needs

Creech St Michael, TA3 5EZ

Dog Boarding / Cat Sitting /
Dog Walking /
Small Animal Care

Dog Boarding –
The homely alternative to kennels
· Fully Insured with Cliverton who are
the leading insurer for animal related
industries
· Fully Licensed
· Multi Award Winning Company in 2016

If you would like to discuss any of our
services please call Emma:
07443647389
Email: info@espetcare.co.uk
Visit our website:
www.espetcare.co.uk

Phone Angie on
07807892128

IAN THOMAS
AIP, RP

Fireplace Showroom
Chimneys Relined & New Build
HETAS registered Installers

Plumbing & Heating
Services

Tel: 01460 74612

Telephone: 01823 444332

Fireplace Showroom, Tail Mill
Lane, Merriott TA16 5PF

Mobile: 07885829858
Email:
ian.thomas.plumbing@gmail.com
www.ianthomasplumbing.co.uk

www.wicksheating.co.uk
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Do you want
a cleaner?
Someone to
help out?
Or do you just
hate housework?
Call Rachel on
01823 413382
Friendly, local, reliable
Weekly or fortnightly
cleans.
We also do
ironing!

COLES
CHIMNEY
SERVICES
Professional
Chimney Sweep
· All Types of Appliance/Chimney
· NACS certificate issued
· Fully Insured and CRB Checked
· HETAS Registered Solid Fuel
Installer & Sweep

· Chimney Linings Supplied/Fitted

Telephone:
01278 699019
07730 898919

Messrs. E White & Son
(Taunton) Ltd.

For all your

Competitive Rates
Free estimates
Tel: 01278 662238
Mob: 07796658721
davebakerlandscapingservices.co.uk.

Steak Night, Thursday
All meat cut to any size you like
at your table
10% discount on our Old Faithful
menu Monday to Saturday lunch only.

DAVE BAKER
*Fencing
*Hedge Cutting
*Drives *Walls *Paths
*Patios

01823 412414

· Bird Guards and Cowls Fitted

CRB checked
and insured

GARDEN REQUIREMENTS

We offer a well-balanced a-la-carte menu
which includes exotic meats, steak, duck,
fresh fish and vegetarian options
Blundells Lane, West Monkton, TA2 8NP
Email: peterval2009@hotmail.com or visit:
www.themonktoninn.co.uk

MOT
WHILE YOU WAIT
CROFT GARAGE LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Monkton Heathfield
01823 412393

138/139 East Reach, Taunton
Tel: Taunton 272183
(Day & Night Assistance)

Repairs & Servicing
Free Collection & Delivery

Family Funeral Directors
for Three Generations

Bathpool Chiropractic Clinic
152 Bridgwater Road
Bathpool, Taunton, TA2 8BJ
(200 yards along from Taunton Land
Rover/Jaguar on A38)

DARREN GRAY

Come and see one of our BCA &
GCC registered Chiropractors,
specialising in:
·Back Pain
·Muscle and joint pain
·Neck and shoulder pain
·Sports injuries
·Migraines
·Arthritis support
·Headaches
·Hip/knee/ankle/foot problems
Treatments include spinal and
extremity manipulations, mobilisation,
remedial massage, dry needling and
posture and lifestyle advice.
Call 01823 412489
to book your appointment or a free 15
minute consultation.

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC
WORKS TO 17th EDITION
REGULATIONS

FOR ALL YOUR
ELECTRICAL
NEEDS
MOBILE: 07764996937

www.chiropractorbristoltaunton.co.uk
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TONE VETERINARY CENTRE
· A Healthy Pet Club Loyalty Scheme
that spreads the cost of your pets
routine healthy care

T 01823 452351 M 07932428357
E hello@somersetexectravel.co.uk
W somersetexectravel.co.uk

NATIONAL BLOOD DONOR SERVICE
Sessions will be held at:
For further details ring 0845 7711711 or go online at
www.blood.co.uk
29th December
Monkton Heathfield Village Hall
2018
23rd January
St James Church Hall
9th February
Creech St Michael Village Hall.

FREE ITEMS/ITEMS FOR SALE/WANTED
Items up to £50 in value are included. We do not
make any charge for this service and take no
responsibility for the quality or safety of the
items advertised.
If you would like to include something in this
section please contact Lorna Walters on 01823
412017 or lc.walters33@btinternet.com
·
Dehumidifier £10
Tel: 413013
·
Very Handsome Cockerel - free to good
home. Tel: 413013

Somerset County Council
Have you heard of the Slinky service?
The Slinky bus service provides a vital service to
people that do not own their own vehicle, or who
cannot access public transport easily.
Slinky will even provide transport for people who do
have access to public transport as long as their
chosen destination is not covered by that service.
·
Local health appointments
·
Going shopping
·
Connecting to Public Transport links.
Passengers will need to register their details to
access the service.
The membership to the scheme is free but a zonal
charge is applied to all journeys unless the
passenger holds a Concessionary Bus Pass.
Slinky is part of Transporting Somerset, the Councils
Transport department, and can be booked in advance
by calling Tel: 01823 331266.

· Exclusive MiPet food range and Royal Canin
Range of pet foods
· Exclusive MiPet Cover pet insurance
· Free weight clinics with our practice nurse
· Easy access and ample free parking
Look on our website at www.tonevets.co.uk for
information and matters relating to the health of your
pet and www.facebook.com/tonevets for practice
updates
Surgeries at Lisieux Way – Blackbrook - 01823 333909
Morse Road – Norton Fitzwarren – 01823 340660
Donating Your Winter Fuel Payment –
An Idea Worth Warming To
Somerset Community Foundation has launched this
year’s Surviving Winter campaign, encouraging
people to join the growing number of contributors
who donate some or all of their Winter Fuel Payment
each year to help local people living in fuel poverty.
Last year, over 400 older people in Somerset were
helped to keep warm and better connected through
the winter months, thanks to local donors and
pensioners who gave to Surviving Winter.
When a person receives their Surviving Winter grant,
it doesn’t just go towards paying the heating bill. It is
also the first step towards connecting them to a local
community partner; this can become the foundation
for a new relationship that can help to overcome the
isolation and loneliness many older people
experience.
Help Somerset Community Foundation reach their
target of raising £100,000 to help 500 isolated and
vulnerable older people this year.
To donate to Surviving Winter, visit
www.somersetcf.org.uk/winter or call 01749 344949.
Gift Aid forms are also available to download from
the Somerset Community Foundation website.

To get a copy of the Village News emailed to
you please email
thelocalvillagenews@live.co.uk
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N & V HANLON

Alex Holley
Flooring
For all your flooring
requirements

Your local specialist
for:
Carpet, Vinyl,
Kardean,
Wood and Safety
Flooring
Tel: 07734860724

QUALITY BUILDERS & DECORATORS
UPVCU SPECIALIST

Interior/Exterior,

Wallpapering, Tiling, Glazing,
Artexing, KITCHENS &
BATHROOMS
CARPENTRY/PLASTERING
COMPLETE ROOFING WORKS
WINDOWS - DOORS - FACIAS
CONSERVATORIES

Elm Tree Restaurant
Serving fresh local food all day
Breakfast Lunch Afternoon Tea
Secluded Pondside cafe - Pet Centre

SOM
Craft Centre
E Tclothing
Large
and footwear department
EAM
Gifts galore
Extensive plant range - House plants

Tel: Office 01278 427303
or 01823 272281
Mobile: 07872001141
Email: nandvhanlon@yahoo.co.uk
Free Estimates
Insurance Approved

Pots and Stoneware - Disabled facilities
Friendly helpful staff - Free coach parking
Monkton Heathfield, Taunton, Somerset TA2 8QN
Find us 2 miles from M5 J25,
just off the A38 towards Bridgwater

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat ... 9am - 5:30pm
Thurs ... 9am - 7:30pm Sun ... 10:30 am - 4pm

01823 412381 info@monkton-elm.co.uk
www.monktonelmgardencentre.co.uk

Fulfill one of your dreams this year

Let music into your life!
Choose friendly, patient instruction
from a reliable professional who
teaches at your pace.
Absolutely all ages welcome.
Kathryn Davies Piano Tuition is just
outside Thurloxton and can be
contacted via:
tauntonpianolessons.co.uk
01278 661031, 07900 673632

DÉCOR 8 with Atlas

Somerset & Westcountry
Stairlifts Ltd.
Local Independent Reliable
Frobisher Way, Bindon Road,
Taunton TA2 6BB
01823 288196
www.somersetstairlifts.co.uk

Home & Property
Maintenance
For all your painting,
decorating, carpentry
& maintenance
requirements
Contact Bob on

WORKING STAIRLIFTS
MOBILITY SCOOTERS
RISER/RECLINERS
PRACTICAL DOMESTIC AIDS, USEFUL
GIFTS

CALL INTO OUR SHOWROOM
MON – FRI 9.00AM – 5.00PM
SAT 9.00AM – 1.00PM
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Christmas Country Market
The Christmas Country Market takes a lot of hard
work and planning. Tiggie Reeves leads a dedicated
band of stall holders, cake makers, bottle collectors
and cleaner uppers, who dedicate a lot of time for
many weeks in advance.
There are always worries that ‘this year won’t be as
good as last year’ and then it all turns out alright on
the night! Again this year ‘it was alright’, steadily

groups of people came into the hall, looked at all the
stall holders wearing silly Christmas headgear and
decided to stay and have a fun time buying things,
trying to win prizes, drinking cups of tea, eating mince
pies and chatting with friends and acquaintances.

Tiggie says:
Thank you! This year’s market was a great success,
raising £1924.55 for St Augustine’s Church. My thanks
to all who helped in various ways: contributing and
collecting items for sale, cooking, organising and
running the wide variety of stalls and cleaning up the
hall afterwards. This is a huge undertaking. Thanks also
to all of you who came along and dug deep into your
purses and pockets to help us to reach such a fine sum
of money. Your help was greatly appreciated.

And Finally ...

"If you really look closely, most overnight successes took a long time."
Steve Jobs
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