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2019 has been an extremely busy year for 
CCS with growth across our all projects and 
services for individuals across Somerset. 
With the spread of our Agent work 
countywide, to our growth and work with 
BME communties 2020 is set to continue 
our level of committment and support to 
our county. 

This December issue is packed with 

events, updates and our first Talking Cafe 
Christmas Express! 

Don’t miss the Christmas listings; now 
available advertising the local events and 
activities happening near YOU! 

Visit: 
https://somersetagents.org/ 

somersetchristmasevents/

CCS Thatch - Winter Issue

Highlights 

November 2019 - Jan 
2020 

3 Vacancies available! 
 

Closing date for all 
posts is noon on 

Wednesday 8th January 
2020

SEE PAGE 7
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THE FIRST EVER

On the 9th December, West Somerset Village Agents gave 300 people a wonderful FREE magical festive 
steam train experience on the West Somerset Railway. 

CCS Village & Community Agents run the Talking Café at the Beach Hotel every Monday and decided to 
bring the community together for this special event. People who have attended the Talking Café over the 
past year have been given a special train ticket, along with some of the amazing communities and groups 
that the CCS Agents work with as a huge thank you for taking part in the Talking Cafes and making them a 
success.

The 300 travellers embardked on this magical adventure through the stunning West Somerset landscape, 
with Father Christmas greeting the travellers at the end of their journey with a gift for everyone on board - 
including the 30 children who entertained everyone with Christmas Carols. 

The exciting tour began at Minehead with hot chocolates keeping everyone warm at the start of their 
journey at the Beach Hotel. It was then all aboard the West Somerset Railway special Talking Café 
Christmas Express Train, travelling to Williton. Before returning to Minehead where everyone was treated 
to hot soup courtesy of the lovely people at the Beach Hotel, then after receiving a gift from Father 
Christmas and enjoying Carol singing in the SNOW!  

The Talking Café Christmas Express has been supported by the most amazing people including: 
Beach Hotel Minehead, CCS - the Community Council for Somerset, Chris Jones of Porlock, Dunster & 
Porlock Medical Centre, Exmoor Medical Centre, Home Start, King Edward Nursery, Living Better, Somerset 
County Council, Minehead Lions Club, Minehead Medical Centre, Morrison’s, Mr SE Events, Old Cleeve 
Parish, Onion Collective, [Road transport provided by] St. Dubricius School, Seashells Nursery, Somerset 
Carers, Somerset Community Connect, Somerset Good Neighbours, Stream Coombe Allotments Charity, 
Tesco (Minehead), Watchet Baptists Church, Watchet Community Bookshop, West Somerset Medical 
Centre, West Somerset Opportunity Area, West Somerset Radio, West Somerset Railway, Winsford United 
Charities
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Seasons greetings from all the 
staff at CCS! 

What a team! 

CCS Christmas gathering 2019 — at Albemarle Centre Taunton, not queit the 
full team but almost. CCS has grown hugely in the past 12 months and with our 

seasonal celebrations we had our annual employee awards (although everyone is a 
star in our eyes). Congraturlations to the winners & runners up! 

Overachiever – Kristel van der 
Schyff – Macmillan Agent 

Overachiever Runner Up
Michal Puzynski - Community  

Enabler 

Overachiever Runner Up
Mark Shields - Village & 

Community Agent

Excellence in Organisation – 
Tracey McMenemy – Finance and 

Admin Officer

Excellence in Organisation 
–Linda Burton – Community      

Agent
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Exemplary Character – 
Ade Murphy - Community 

Involvement Officer

Epitome of Teamwork – Nicola 
Greenslade – Communications 

and Project Officer

Epitome of Teamwork Runner 
Up– Carolyn Roche – South 

Somerset Team Lead

Innovation Award – Tracey 
Bland – Community Agent

Innovation Award  Runner Up – 
Izzy Silvester – Transport Agent 

Outstanding Leadership - Kristy 
Hirons – Team Lead

Outstanding Leadership 
Award Runner Up - Jane Birch 

- Community Involvement 
Manager 

Calm in the Eye of the Storm 
Runner Up – Vanda Squire – 

Community Agent 

Calm in the Eye of the Storm
– Katherine Armstrong – 

Community Involvement Officer
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Working with our BME 
Communities!

Somerset Diverse Communities have 
directly supported over 40 BME community 
groups over the past 2 years with funding 
and capacity building advice.

In the last few months the project has 
supported 3 events and activities across the 
county:

1. Multicultural Frome
2. Bridgwater Together
3. Black History Month
 
With over 1000 people experiencing a 
variety of cultures in Somerset they have all 
been a real sucess. 



9

When the Countess Gytha Primary School, Queen 
Camel moved to new premises the Queen Camel
Community Land Trust Ltd. (QCCLT) came up with 
a plan to breathe new life into the site. The original
Victorian schoolhouse, now Grade II listed, was 
built in 1872 and was gifted to the parish by the
Mildmay family. The school was transferred to and 
extended by Somerset County Council and has
been educating children from the local and wider 
community almost continually ever since.

The Board of QCCLT shared a vision of developing 
the site into a selfsustaining, vibrant enterprise 
which would support new and small businesses 
and provide services and facilities that would 
help the local community and those in need. With 
the help of a grant from Power to Change, QCCLT 
purchased the site from Somerset County Council 
in May this year and is now bringing the dream to 
fruition.

Thanks to a band of willing volunteers, the outdoor 
wilderness has been tamed and may eventually
contain a children’s play area and sensory garden. 
The 1920s building now has its first tenants who
have gamely decorated their own rooms and 
provide practical help and support to the Directors 
of QCCLT.

Of course, the road to sustainability is costly. 
Bridging Bonds need to be repaid and there are a 
number of urgent works that need attending to.
QCCLT is, therefore, asking both the local and 
wider community to help by buying shares. The 
share offer was launched on 27th and 28th
September when the Old School threw open its 
doors inviting everyone to see the work in progress 
and to be part of the Old School’s future by
becoming shareholders. Many came to reminisce 

about their own or their children’s time at the 
school, met QCCLT Board members and the 
wonderful and talented tenants to date:

• Jo Noall of ReactiveK9 - a dog behaviourist and 
trainer,
• Marcus and Glenda Colquhoun of Affinity Arts - 
glass artists specialising in kiln-formed glass,
• HomeFirst Plus, a not for profit organisation 
helping elderly and vulnerable people live
independently,
• Amie Hancock of Helping Hands, offering a 
holistic approach to working with families, children,
young people, adults and parents, and
• Marilyn Upton, a qualified practitioner of 
hypnotherapy and Cognitive Behavioural Therapy
helping people cope with anxiety and stress.

Whether you are interested in the share offer, 
renting some space, meeting the tenants or are 
just curious you can go along to meet the Old 
School Community 5.00-7.00pm on Wednesday 
6th November over a glass of wine and nibbles or 
11.00-1.00pm on Saturdays 9th and 16th November
over coffee and biscuits. 

You can communicate with the Old School, 
find out about the share offer and find contact 
details for the tenants on the Old School 
website www.OldSchoolQueenCamel.org.uk . 

You can email them at 
admin@oldschoolqueencamel.org.uk. You can 
find them at The Old School, High Street, Queen 
Camel, Somerset, BA22 7NH. 

They would love to hear from you!
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Somerset Community Oil 
Scheme for Individuals & 
Businesses! 

Saving Somerset ££s 

Somerset Community Oil Scheme is a 
heating oil bulk buying scheme which 
covers the whole of the county.  We all 
know there is strength in numbers, so 
that together, bulk purchasing will make 
significant savings as collectively ordering 
reduces the cost. The scheme is open 
to individuals, community groups and 
businesses.

Who manages the scheme?

CCS has entered into a partnership 
agreement with Affinity, a subsidiary of 
Anglia Farmers Ltd, the largest agricultural 
purchasing co-operative in the UK. Affinity 
uses the buying power of its parent 
company to offer consistently low prices 

whilst providing a highly professional and 
efficient service.

How does the scheme work?

Call or email to Affinity to join as a member! 
somersetbuying@af-affinity.co.uk & they will 
send you the membership form
Email or telephone your oil order by the 
monthly order deadlines

Following the order deadline, the orders are 
collated and Affinity begin negotiations with 
suppliers to obtain the best price for us.
All deliveries will be completed within 10 
working days from the order date.
To see all the oil deadlines and delivery 
dates please. 

Deadline Dates: 

• Friday 10th January
• Friday 7th February
• Friday 6th March
• Friday 3rd April
• Wednesday 3rd May (due to Bank 

Holiday)
• Friday 5th June

For more details view our Oil Scheme 
Membership Leaflet – sign up today and 
start saving!

For full terms and conditions, including 
GDPR & Privacy please ask Affinity for 
details.
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The Smart Communities team has established the 
Enhance Social Enterprise networks  for Somerset as 
part of The Heart of the South West Enhance Social 
Enterprise Programme, receiving funding from the 

England European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 
as part of the European Structural and Investment Funds 

Growth Programme 2014-2020
 
Membership is FREE in Somerset for social enterprises! The new website for the project 
which also involves partners in Devon, allows Social enterprises to:
• Be listed on an interactive map, encouraging Social shopping between social 

enterprises as well as the public!
• Members are able to addd additional information to their map listing live! 
• Find out about the events happening across the network designed to help social 

enterprises grow and flourish.

The Enhance Social Enterprise network, Somerset has 5 events coming up:

Dream it! Fund it! Launching Somerset’s NEW Social Enterprise Network
Wed, 15 Jan 2020 18:00

https://www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/83309497951

Face it! Change it! Social Enterprises CAN adapt to the 
Climate Emergency
Thu, 23 Jan 2020 18:00

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/85256704097
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Grow it! with the Enhance Social Enterprise 
Network for Somerset
Tue, 11 Feb 2020 18:00

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/85261861523

Film it! Be part of Somerset’s NEW Social 
Enterprise Network
Tue, 10 Mar 2020 18:00

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/85399541327

Scale it! With the Enhance Social Enterprise 
Network, Somerset
Thu, 26 Mar 2020 18:00

 https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/85637958439

To join the network go to: 
www.enhancesocialenterprse.org.uk
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

THE GREGGS FOUNDATION 
LOCAL COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
FUND - Grants up to £2,000 for small not-
for-profit organisations in England, Scotland 
and Wales for projects or equipment that will 
benefit people in need.

Application deadline: Sunday 23 February 
2020.
Who can apply: any type of not-for-profit 
organisation in England, Scotland and Wales. 
Organisations located close to a Greggs store 
or premises are likely to be prioritised for 
funding.

The Local Community Projects Fund is open 
to not-for-profit organisations in England, 
Scotland and Wales with an annual turnover 
of less than £300,000. It’s overarching aim is 
to improve resilience within communities by 
helping locally based organisations to deliver 
projects or provide equipment to people in 
need in the community, which they would not 
otherwise be able to afford to do.

Projects can include sessional activities/
respite support, equipment for sessional 
activities, trips and residential breaks. 
The Foundation is also interested in new 
approaches and innovative ideas as well as 
sustainable approaches to supporting the 
community.

All projects must support a community of 
interest, for example (please note that this is 
not an exclusive list):

o Disabled or suffering chronic illness.

o Living in poverty.
o Voluntary carers.
o Homeless.
o Isolated older people, and
o Other demonstrable significant need.

Successful applicants should be able to 
evidence improvements against at least one 
of the following Key Performance Targets:

o Beneficiaries have decreased social 
isolation.
o Beneficiaries report improved health and 
wellbeing.
o Beneficiaries report improved resilience/
coping mechanisms.
o Beneficiaries have improved life skills, and/
or
o Beneficiaries have improved opportunities.

The first funding round for 2020 has just 
opened (on Sunday 1 December) and will 
close to applications on Sunday 23 February 
2020. Successful applicants are expected to 
be notified at the beginning of May.

Further information, together with an 
application form is available on the 
Foundation’s website.

Tel: 0191 212 7626
Email: grants@greggsfoundation.org.uk
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THE BISHOP RADFORD TRUST 
- Grants up to £5,000 for UK registered 
charities to support the work of the Christian 
church in the UK and internationally.

Application deadline: none – applications 
may be made at any time.

The Bishop Radford Trust supports UK 
registered charities and churches that are 
serving their local community. 

Examples of previously funded projects in 
the UK include:

o A Christian charity helping local people in 
need by supplying second-hand furniture, 
household effects and community care.
o A charity working with local churches to 
arrange for local prisoners to receive a bag 
of simple gifts and to offer a copy of the 
Gospel, and
o A charity helping local churches to engage 
with their local community through sport 
by using a mobile bus to reach vulnerable 
young people who would not normally enter 
a church building.

UK registered charities may apply for one of 
two funding strands:

1. One-off low-level grants of up to £2,000.
2. Mid-level grants of up to £5,000 for 
networking organisations.

A 3rd level of larger grants is only available 
for organisations that have already received 
a grant from the Trust and will be working in 
partnership with the Trust.

While match funding is not expected, 
applicants that have secured more than 
50% of the cost of their project from other 
sources are likely to be prioritised.

A summary of projects funded during the 
Trust’s last financial year can be found on 
pages 1-3 of its annual accounts.

In order to apply, applicants are initially 
required to complete the online eligibility 
test. Eligible applicants will then be directed 
to the short online application form.

Applications may be submitted at any time.

Further information, application guidelines 
and the online eligibility test is available on 
the Bishop Radford Trust’s website.

Contact details for the Trust are:

Mr D Marks
The Bishop Radford Trust
Devonshire House
1 Devonshire Street
London
W1W 5DR
Tel: 0207 3042000
Email: enquiries@bishopradfordtrust.org.uk
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THE DAYTRIPPERS 
FOUNDATION DAY TRIP 
GRANTS - Grants up to £30 per child/
young person aged 5-25 for groups of at 
least 8 children for UK schools, children’s 
hospices, support groups, charities and 
not-for-profit organisations to support 
recreational and educational day trips for 
children and young people with disabilities 
and life-limiting conditions in the UK.

Application deadline: none – applications 
may be made at any time.

The Daytrippers Foundation provides 
grants for recreational and educational 
day trips in the UK for groups of children 
and young people aged 5-25 who have 
disabilities and life-limiting conditions. Day 
trips can be for any destination but must 
take place in the UK and occur on a single 
day.

SEND (Special Educational Needs and 
Disability) schools and units, children’s 
hospices, support groups, charities and 
not-for-profit organisations based in the 
UK may apply for an award of up to £30 per 

child or young person for groups of at least 
8 children. 

Funding is not available for:

o Trips outside of the UK.
o Trips for individual children or individual 
families.
o Non-capital costs including salaries.
o Trips that have already taken place.
o Overnight stays and residentials.
o Trips to events funded or co-funded by 
Daytrippers Foundation, or
o Trips if the group has a current grant 
through one of the Daytrippers other 
programmes.

Applications may be made at any time for 
daytrips taking place between 1 November 
2019 and 31 October 2020.

Further information is available on the 
Foundation’s website.

www.daytrippers.org.uk/day-trip-grant/
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SPORT ENGLAND SMALL 
GRANTS - Grants up to 
£10,000 for not-for-profit sports clubs, 
local authorities and schools for local 
community sports projects that encourage 
more people to get involved in sport.

Application deadline: none – applications 
may be made at any time.

Who can apply: not-for-profit voluntary 
or community clubs or organisations, 
registered charities, not-for-profit 
companies or community interest 
companies or other social enterprises, 
schools and local authorities in England. 
(Please note that applicants do not have to 
be a sports organisation in order to apply.)

Sport England will give priority to 
applications that can show they will involve 
people who face barriers to being - and 
staying - active, particularly where projects 
involve:

o People on lower incomes.
o Supporting inactive people to become 
more active.
o Women.
o Black and Minority Ethnic (BAME) 
communities, and

o Children from the age of five to 13. (For 
these projects, Sport England is principally 
interested in projects that support active 
play and that take a whole family approach.)

Not-for-profit voluntary or community clubs 
or organisations, registered charities, not-
for-profit companies or community interest 
companies or other social enterprises, 
schools and local authorities in England 
may apply for a grant of between £300 and 
£10,000 for projects of up to three years in 
duration.

Applications may be made at any time.

Further information, guidance notes and 
the online application form can be found 
on the Sport England website.

Contact details for Sport England are:

The Grants Helpline
Sport England
SportPark
3 Oakwood Drive
Loughborough
Leicestershire
LE11 3QF
Tel: 03458 508508
Email: funding@sportengland.org
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Privacy statement

If you’re receiving the Thatch 
Newsletter it is because you 
have signed up to receive 
the newsletter via our 
online subscriber button or 
responded to our GDPR Email 
notification. 
We define this as a ‘legitimate 
interest’ and are processing 
your data. (i.e. storing your 
email address and using it to 
send you this newsletter) on 
this lawful basis. 

To find out how we use your 
personal information more 
generally see:
www.somersetrcc.org.uk/ccs-
polices 

If  you would like to opt-out of 
receiving future copies please 
email 
info@somersetrcc.org.uk or call  
01823 331222.

The Bishop Fox’s Educational 
Foundation is dedicated 
to improving educational 
opportunities for young people 
in Taunton Deane, Somerset, 
through the provision of grants 
to individuals and organisations 
supporting young people.

The Foundation’s aim is to 
promote the education (including 
social and physical training) of 
young people between the ages of 
11-24 years.

2020 Grant Deadline Dates

Monday 6 January 2020
Monday 9 March 2020
Monday 25 May 2020
Monday 17 August 2020
Monday 26 October 2020

Any applications received after the 
deadline date will be considered at 
the subsequent meeting.

Bishop Fox’s Educational Foundation 
Grants 2019

GET 
YOUR GRANT 
FORMS HERE

www.bfef.org.uk/

CCS APP 
available in the 
Google Play App 
Store - download 
today! 
Or 

SEARCH:  CCS-
Love Somerset

Or Scan 
this QR 

code


