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April has brought new light and perspective with
the COVID-19 restrictions easing.

It's been a tough year for everyone but we have
never felt more connected to our communities. We
appreciate your continued support, we love our
county and you have been amazing! 

We have been delivering COVID-19 translations
for non-English speakers, building up a full
calendar of webinars, trainings, online events and
sharing activities. Read this issue to see what we
have coming up, what we have done and what
difference we have made for you and your
community. 

Happy reading! 

It's spring at last...the warmer weather
(should be!) upon us. This spring has been
packed for CCS, our projects and services
have never been busier. 



VISIT: https://ccslovesomerset.org/covid-19-translated/

Somerset Local COVID-19 testing
COVID-19 advice translated into 60
languages 
Public health guidance translated
Infographics

Find useful advice and information
translated into a wide range of
languages.

We will update the page on a regular
basis, keep checking back for new
information.

Français
Română

Bulgarian
Española
Polski
Português
عربي

Italiano
Lithuanian
বাংলা

Somerset Diverse Communities and the
local ethnic minority networks they support
worked hard to translate the Government
roadmap into 11 different languages. 

Now available online in: 

Download your copy here: 

https://ccslovesomerset.org/covid-19-translated/
https://ccslovesomerset.org/app/uploads/2021/03/COVID-19-SCD-French.pdf
https://ccslovesomerset.org/app/uploads/2021/03/COVID-19-SCD-Romanian.pdf
https://ccslovesomerset.org/app/uploads/2021/03/COVID-19-SCD-Mandarin.pdf
https://ccslovesomerset.org/app/uploads/2021/03/Copy-of-COVID-19-SCD-Bulgarian.pdf
https://ccslovesomerset.org/app/uploads/2021/03/Spanish-1-COVID-19-SCD.pdf
https://ccslovesomerset.org/app/uploads/2021/02/COVID-19-SCD-Polski.pdf
https://ccslovesomerset.org/app/uploads/2021/03/COVID-19-SCD-Portugu%C3%AAs-.pdf
https://ccslovesomerset.org/app/uploads/2021/03/COVID-19-SCD-Arabic-1.pdf
https://ccslovesomerset.org/app/uploads/2021/03/COVID-19-SCD-Italiano-Final.pdf
https://ccslovesomerset.org/app/uploads/2021/03/COVID-19-SCD-Lithuanian.pdf
https://ccslovesomerset.org/app/uploads/2021/03/COVID-19-SCD-Bengali-AMEND.pdf


Friendly, independent and expert
support for all your queries  
FREE access to OVER 90 specialist
information sheets WORTH £680.
Access to our private Facebook
networking group

It's that time of the year to renew your
Community Buildings membership or
join us:

We are still continuing to offer our online
trainings, workshops, and networking
sessions via zoom. See our full training
programme for the year covering topics:

Community
Buildings 
build communities

 ££'s off training
Online access 24 hours a day in the
‘Members Only’ area of our website.
Regular e-newsletters/bulletins
FREE ENTRY to Hallmark Quality
Standard Scheme

Long Road back from Lockdown
Governing Documents - How to update
them 
Meetings & AGM's 
Incorporation
Trustee roles and responsibilities 
Trustee Liabilities for Community
Buildings

ommunity
Buildings
bui co mu ie

Co

https://ccslovesomerset.org/widget/hallmark-quality-standard-scheme/


This is a great chance to meet
other social enterprises and like-
minded people to share ideas,
successes and challenges.

Take the floor with Open Mic
Spotlight: a member will be
offered a 5-10 minute space to
inspire others about their
organisation or more widely about
issues around social enterprise or
challenges they face.

20th May @ 7pm
16th June @ 7pm
14th July @ 1pm
14th Sept @ 7pm

Join the network for FREE and be part 
of the social enterprise movement in

Somerset!



Connect with other social enterprises who can inspire you!

The Heart of the South West Local Enterprise
Partnership (HotSW LEP) study to inform the
development of a Community Led Rural Productivity
Programme is being delivered by the Diverse
Regeneration Company (DR). As part of this work DR
have developed a survey asking for experiences and
feedback on community Led local development from
businesses, communities and organisations.

Heart of the Southwest Local

Enterprise Partnership 

Community Led Rural Productivity Programme

The link to the survey is:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CommunityLedDevelopment

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CommunityLedDevelopment


Cara said:

Thank you for giving me
the independence to get
into college-now I can help
with the farm after school
and keep up with my
college work’

We have more adult bikes refurbished and
ready to go! 

If you need a helmet lock or lights we can
also provide you with the complete safety kit.

Get in touch today! 

Let's keep Somerset Pedalling

We have now had over 100 bikes donated
to the Taunton & West Somerset bike
appeal. Thank you Somerset! 100 bikes
have been refurbished and rehomed in the
community helping people get to work,
training and education.



Why run my own Business?
Personal Finance
Company Structures and Tax
Funding your Business

This March we saw the first New Business
workshop for people from ethnic minority
communities!

Now the two webinars are available online.
The two sessions cover:

NEW Ethnic Minority Business Workshops

Our first business workshop success! 

Funding your Business 
Marketing / Design / Sales 
Business Planning 
Cashflow

Watch back here:

https://ccslovesomerset.org/free-webinars/

https://ccslovesomerset.org/free-webinars/


When learning a language, meeting up with
a fluent speaker is the ideal opportunity to
practice language skills, learn new
vocabulary, and become more confident.

The Language Connect project does just
that, pairing English learners with
volunteers, with learning sessions taking
place online via a video conferencing
platform. Jusna on 07946 461544   

 jusna@somersetrccorg.uk
Michał on 07377 363165  
 michal@somersetrcc.org.uk

Improve your conversational English, with
learning partners. 

The scheme is completely free of charge
and is supported by the Somerset
Coronavirus Response and Recovery
Fund.

Improve your English, learn the language and connect with others. 

To get involved, please contact: 

 https://ccslovesomerset.org/language-for-learners/ 

http://www.somersetcf.org.uk/coronavirus
https://ccslovesomerset.org/language-for-learners/
https://ccslovesomerset.org/language-for-learners/


I leave meetings feeling
empowered, inspired and
listened to; my shoulders
lighter and my heart
fuller. 

The Somerset Diverse Communities team
has delivered 5 Women of Colour online
meetings. Inviting women from our
wonderful county to express their views
share and discuss experiences of living in
Somerset. 

This is a safe open space meeting once a
month. Discussing the COVID-19 vaccine,
relationships, life in Somerset or an
opportunity to meet new people in your
community.

The next event is 27th May 5pm - 7pm 
discussing Life Stories

Book your space here: 

In these episodes, we will talk about the issues related to
Black, Asian & Ethnic Minority individuals. We are hoping
to host migrants, activists, representatives of different
communities, and members of various organisations from
across the county. 

LIVE, LOVE, LIFE IN FULL COLOUR! 

www.ccslovesomersetrcc.org/woconly

https://tinyurl.com/tc9x4vtt

https://www.ccslovesomersetrcc.org/woconly
https://tinyurl.com/tc9x4vtt


Somerset Diverse Communities (SDC) created a
platform to give a voice to people from different
backgrounds. 

On 10th April, Bridgwater Together and Taunton
Welcomes Refugees in partnership with SDC
organised a great event - Somerset for
Refugees - where Syrian refugees who came to
live in Somerset shared their stories with the
wider audience. 

Among others, our guests were organisations
like RESET for Refugees, Refugee Aid For
Taunton and Syrian Forum. 

Discussing the available support and making
Somerset a place to live for everyone. 

Culture, Networking & Friendship

I really liked being part of
today's meeting. I was
inspired to hear so many
committed and positive
voices and contributions.
So positive
 - Ingrid

They share their experience,
challenges, and successes. 

It is a space where we talk to the
individuals and communities
(people involved in movements,
projects and communities. if
people would like to take part in
it, they should get in touch with
the team. 

In May we are hoping to organise
another digital event discussing
migration.  

More information coming soon.  



For full details of the grant scheme,
visit: www.bfef.org.uk or 

contact Geraldine on
geraldine@somersetrcc.org.uk 

Grants for Grants for young people
aged 11-24 years 

Grants for young people from or going
to school in Taunton.
School uniform grant for any Taunton
School.
Capital grants for schools & youth
organisations.

The aim of The Bishop Fox’s Educational
Foundation is to promote the education of
young people through a grant scheme. 

BFEF trustees have awarded grants
totaling in excess of £165,000 in 2020/21,
which includes IT support grants to
secondary schools in Taunton for the
provision of laptops, chrome books etc, in
addition to their government allocation. 

http://www.bfef.org.uk/


A fund for people in crisis

A young man hadn’t eaten
in three days & couldn’t
afford the bus fare to a job
interview 20 miles away.

Our Agents were able (with
the crisis fund) to provide
basic nourishment & buy
him a bus ticket. He got the
job, and was able to apply
for social housing nearby.

Make a real difference to people's lives

Crisis Fund

The Crisis Fund allows agents to access
funds to pay for things to get people OUT of
crisis & help make their lives instantly better.

We are in desperate need of funds for the
Crisis Fund as the unprecedented demand
during the pandemic has depleted the
resource. Please donate – every £ helps
immeasurably!. 

Our CCS Agents work with people who
find themselves in situations no-one
should be in – without food, heating, basic
essentials or at a life-changing moment in
their lives, but poverty is preventing them
from moving forward.

If you love Somerset, please support the people and communities who live in the county
by donating to the CCS Crisis Fund. 

You can donate directly to our crisis fund via our Local Giving page.

https://localgiving.org/charity/somersetcrisisfund/



As things are opening and shielding is no
longer required, we are still here offering
our Chat to Connect service. 

We can still help you connect with others –
this is a daunting time and whatever you
feel you are not alone.

Meet others in a similar postition to you and
share interests. 

Stay Connected to stay well
We know it’s good to talk and share
experiences. We can connect you with
another person who is on the CEV list.

Sign up today and let us help connect
you!

https://ccslovesomerset.org/
chat-to-connect/

https://ccslovesomerset.org/chat-to-connect/


The grant programme can support all costs
relating to the project or activity/project,
including a contribution to core costs (e.g.
core staff costs, office costs), project costs
(e.g. venue hire, project worker) and capital
costs. 

The fund encourages applications for the
funding of innovative ideas, including pilot
projects, as well as for the development and
growth of existing projects.

Sedgemoor Funding Opportunity 

Who can apply?

The Megawatt

Community Energy

Fund
The Fund uses profit from the business
activity of Bristol Energy Cooperative and
Low Carbon Gordano to encourage and
support community action on reducing
carbon in our atmosphere, and/or making
energy more affordable. Bristol Energy
Cooperative and Low Carbon Gordano are
working with Quartet Community
Foundation to administer these funds.

The Megawatt Community Energy Fund is open to groups or projects working in South
Gloucestershire, Bristol, North Somerset, and Sedgemoor District (Somerset). It is
particularly targeted at small organisations with charitable aims. You do not have to be
an energy or environmental group.

 
https://quartetcf.org.uk/grant-programmes/megawatt-community-energy-grants/

Visit: 

http://www.bristolenergy.coop/
http://lowcarbongordano.co.uk/
https://quartetcf.org.uk/grant-programmes/megawatt-community-energy-grants/


From May 17th community buildings can reopen for
most activities. The community buildings team at
CCS are supporting hall committees to ensure
facilities are COVID secure and meet government
regulations.  Throughout the pandemic we have
kept hall trustees updated with ACRE guidance,
provided ongoing advice, and run regular online
forums with community building managers to
discuss the issues around COVID-19.

Funding Opportunities

Thanks to funding from the
Somerset Community Foundation
we can also offer further tailored
one-to-one support to any hall
committees who have particular
concerns around reopening.

Government Restart Grants and Additional
Restrictions Support Grant (ARG)
Most community buildings are eligible for the new
Restart Grant, administered through the district
councils. This is a one off grant based on rateable
value. Church halls and other halls not on the
valuation list are not eligible but can apply for the
discretionary ARG instead. These grants close for
applications on 30th June 2021. You can apply on
your district council website. 

Mendip

Sedgemoor

Somerset West and Taunton

South Somerset

https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/8827/COVID-19-Business-Grants
https://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/COVID19Biz
https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/news/business-grants-scheme-open/
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/life-events/coronavirus-support/coronavirus-business-support/


Funding Opportunities

Our new programme Active Halls has launched for
instructors who need funding and support re-starting
existing classes or starting new sessions, when
restrictions are lifted on 17th May. SASP have received
funding from Somerset Community Foundation to
encourage physical activity providers for mid/older aged
people to re-open in our village and community halls. We
will offer grants (of up to £500) to support the reduced
income they may make through Covid-19 restrictions such
as reduced class numbers due to social distancing and/or
confidence issues of their participants. 

 Deadline for applications
is 31st May.

 
You can find out more,

including the online
application form and
criteria by visiting.

 
 www.sasp.co.uk/active-halls

 

The Crime Prevention Through Sport Fund aims
to support projects that use sport and physical
activity to reduce violence, crime and anti-social
behaviour. This fund is for projects that focus on
using activity as a tool to engage and support
young people up to the age of 25. 
Deadline for applications is 17th May. Visit: https://www.sasp.co.uk/crime-prevention-fund

 If you are based at a Community
Building and they 

need support contact
sallys@somersetrcc.org.uk

http://www.sasp.co.uk/active-halls
https://www.sasp.co.uk/crime-prevention-fund


you work or volunteer for a charity or
community group based in Somerset.
your charity or community group usually
has an income under £250,000.
You have an existing community growing
scheme or are about to start one

This is a quick way of applying for up to
£5,000.
You can apply for money from here if:

You must apply by 5pm, 26 May
2021.They will let you know if we can
help you by the end of June 2021

For more details visit: 
 

https://www.somersetcf.org.uk/
growinggrant

Funding Opportunities





CCS is a member of the ACRE network – a national
network of independent organisations working to support
rural communities. Please see below this great graphic
which demonstrates the depth and breadth of the work.







If you are receiving the Thatch
Bulletin it is because you have signed
up to receive the newsletter via our
online suscriber button or responded
to our GDPR email notifictation.

We define this as ‘legitimate interest’
and are processing  your data (i.e.
storing your email address and using it
to send you this newsletter) on this
lawful basis. To find out how we use
your personal information more
generally see
https://ccslovesomerset.org/ccs-
policies

If you would like to opt out of
receiving future copies, please use the
unsubscribe button at the bottom of
all our emails or contact
info@somersetrcc.org.uk

Sign up to receive the CCS Thatch Bulletin.

www.ccslovesomerset.org/sign-upDon’t
forget, once you join you can unsubscribe
at any time and we only hold the
information you provide on our online
subscribers mailing list.

/Ruralsomerset

/RuralSomerset

/lovesomerset

/CC4Somerset

/company/community-council-
for-somerset

https://ccslovesomerset.org/ccs-policies
http://www.facebook.com/Ruralsomerset
http://www.twitter.com/RuralSomerset
http://www.instagram.com/lovesomerset
http://www.youtube.com/CC4Somerset
http://www.linkedin.com/company/community-council-for-somerset



