M5 Junction 25
Improvement Scheme
Newsletter: April 2019
Welcome to the first M5 Junction 25 newsletter from Alun Griffiths (Contractors) Ltd – the Principal
Contractor for this major improvement scheme by Somerset County Council.
Junction 25 is currently heavily congested at peak times. The upgrade scheme aims to improve traffic
flow, ease congestion and unlock land for employment. You can read more about the scheme’s objectives
at www.travelsomerset.co.uk/J25.

Significant Milestone
On 4th March representatives from Somerset County
Council and Griffiths were joined by funding partners
and others at Junction 25 to mark the start of advance
site clearance works.
Dr Simon Dunn, Griffiths’ Operations Director
South West, said:

“ We are delighted to be making a start on
this key project to ease future traffic
congestion at this important interchange.
Working with the local community and road
users is very important to Griffiths and we
would like to restate our commitment to
being a good neighbour and minimising
disruption throughout construction.”

South West Operations Director Dr Simon Dunn
and Project Manager Dafydd Evans mark the start of site
clearance works near Junction 25, Taunton

Community Drop-in Events
Almost 250 people took the opportunity to attend two
drop-in events held at Ruishton Village Hall during
March. Staff from Griffiths and Somerset County
Council were on hand to answer questions.
You can see the most frequently asked questions at
www.travelsomerset.co.uk/J25.

Drop-in session 7th March Ruishton Village Hall

What’s Happening?
The M5 Junction 25 improvement scheme is expected to take two years to
complete with varying impacts on the public as works progress.
So far the main activities have been site clearance works, with around 200
established trees removed from site and replanted at the West Monkton Country
Park. Ecologists have been overseeing this work.
Site compounds are being established in the Ruishton Park & Ride site as well as
within the Tarmac premises in Henlade. Trial hole surveys are being completed
along the Toneway to locate buried utilities and supply chains are being established
for the provision of goods and services.
We are also liaising with partners to ensure other works have been
co-ordinated to take place before the main construction programme begins.
These include Highways England works on the motorway sliproads and a major
Somerset County Council scheme to resurface the nearby Hankridge Roundabout.
This work was carried out using night-time lane closures with contractors working
closely with businesses in the Heron Gate Business Park to meet their needs and
keep any disruption to a minimum.

Replanted trees from the Park & Ride
site now in position at West Monkton
Country Park

Overnight resurfacing works by Somerset County Council on the Toneway at the Hankridge Roundabout.

Next Steps
Most of the current works are taking place offline with minimal impact on the public. Further communications will be issued
once the main construction programme is underway and we will aim to provide advance notice of works which will have an
impact on your journey.
If you have a question about the scheme, please check out the dedicated Junction 25 webpage at www.travelsomerset.
co.uk/J25 or get in touch using the details below.
We will also be establishing a weekly Public Information Centre where people can drop-in and discuss the scheme.
More information about this will follow in our next update.

We would be pleased to hear your comments.

You can get in touch via our web site community.alungriffiths.co.uk or by contacting Rosemarie Harrod on 0330 041 2184* or M5J25@alungriffiths.co.uk
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