Welcome
to the winter Thatch Bulletin

In this issue...
Community Buildings: Events 2022 and Village
Halls Week January 2022.
NEW ACRE guidance on face-masks for Covid19 Update (13th December)
Somerset Diverse Communities - Modern Day
Slavery & find out about our new Interfaith
Worker.
Smart Communities Ltd launch new website
Village & Community Agent updates
As 2021 comes to a close, all the employees at
CCS, Somerset Diverse Communities and Smart
Communities would like to thank you for your
support. We wish you and your family best wishes
for a wonderful holiday season and an incredible
start to 2022.

Happy reading!
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We are planning a wide range of community building events for 2022 with topics ranging
from safeguarding to the arts, and from trustee responsibilities to working with your parish
council. Pandemic allowing, we will be piloting local networking groups for community
building trustees, to complement the online networking opportunities already on offer. We
are also planning additional support for halls to make environmental improvements and to
reduce their carbon footprint. Keep an eye on the CCS website, social media and
Community Buildings event page for more information.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/community-buildings-advisory-team-ccs-30284407230

SAFEGUARDING COMMUNITY BUILDINGS
Thursday January 27th
2pm-4pm.
A session for all designated safeguarding
leads to help hall committees fulfil their
safeguarding responsibilities. It will
examine the types and signs of abuse and
consider appropriate policies and
procedures that trustees can put in place
to keep people safe. This training is

Celebrating the Arts in Village Halls
Wednesday January 26th
10am – 12pm
You don’t need a fully equipped arts venue
to showcase fantastic theatre, music,
dance or film. Community buildings offer
audiences a more intimate and personal
experience of performances, and hosting
these events can attract new people into
your hall. We will be joined by:
Danny Pedlar from Take Art

supported by the Somerset Safeguarding

programme in Somerset

Children’s Partnership.

Christina Walkley from Moviola

Community
Buildings
build communities
Community Buildings training and events survey - HAVE YOUR SAY!
Are you involved in managing a village or community hall? If so, we would like your
feedback on what further training and networking support could benefit you:
Would you prefer to meet online or face to face?
What training topics would be useful?
Would you like more opportunities to network with other halls?
We would also like to understand what support is needed specifically around energy
efficiency, renewable energies and other environmental improvements in community
buildings. Please do let us know by filling in the very short survey here.

Face coverings are now mandatory village and community halls, although some activities, such as
dancing and catering, are exempt.
ACRE has issued a new guidance note based on the regulations as they stand on December 16th. This
covers the requirement for face coverings, guidance on the ventilation of enclosed spaces, and
responses to some of the FAQs raised over the past few days. An updated Sample Covid Poster and
Special Conditions of Hire are also available. You can download this guidance here:

https://acre.org.uk/news/2021-12-10-an-update-for-village-halls-on-thegovernments-plan-b-covid-restrictions
To read the updated government guidance on face covering: https://tinyurl.com/2hff3t38
Face coverings: when to wear one, exemptions, and how to make your own - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

HALLMARK
VOLUNTEERS

Do you have experience of managing a village or community hall?
Are you looking for a new challenge in 2022?
Why not volunteer with CCS as a Hallmark Visitor. Hallmark is a national quality
accreditation scheme for community buildings which recognises good management by
hall committees. Our Hallmark Visitors play a key role in ensuring high standards,
visiting halls in pairs and working through the Hallmark checklists with hall committees.
Training will be provided and all expenses covered.

“I have been a visitor for Hallmark since 2018, during
which time I have visited many village halls.I always
look forward to these trips as I have met some really
kind and friendly people and I have visited some
villages that I didn’t even know existed! Not only do
you get to know the members of the village halls, but
you also build friendly relationships with your fellow
visitors.” Val Boxall

#VillageHallsWeek

Village Halls Week is a national campaign, organised by Action
with Communities in Rural England (ACRE), which shines a
spotlight on the contribution England’s 10,000+ village halls make
to rural communities. It is an opportunity for hall management
committees to celebrate their work and get inspiration from
others.
The 2022 fifth annual campaign will challenge halls to do
something different and innovate for the future. Halls do much to
improve life for local residents, often providing the only local
space where people gather, combating loneliness, and delivering
a wide range of activities and services.
In these precarious times, community buildings can play a leading
role in shaping a better future. During the week, we will be
encouraging halls to pledge to do something different – whether
that be extending their offer to their community, reducing their
impact on the environment or becoming more financially
sustainable.

Keep an eye on our CCS and ACRE social media for
more information #VillageHallsWeek or contact
Sallys@somersetrcc.org.uk

Connect with other social enterprises who can inspire you!
Working at the heart of Somerset's communities

Join us - Community Advisor needed!
Smart Communities are looking for a community solution-focused, self-motivated
individual to be our new Community Advisor, to offer professional support and
advice to a variety of clients including community groups from ethnically diverse
backgrounds, social enterprises and statutory organisations.
24-35 Hours per week - salary dependent on hours. FTE £27,061

Rural Housing Specialist
(Exmoor)
Salary: £36,922-£38,890 Pro Rata
(Grade H)
Hours: 14 hours
Contract: Fixed Term
Location: Taunton (Exmoor House,
Dulverton and Deane House, flexible
working)
Job Ref: RHSE
Closing date for applications
Monday 10 January 2022 at 9am

To apply visit:
https://tinyurl.com/yk6s6cya

School for Social Entrepreneurs is looking for three
marketing communications leads.
Marketing & communications lead (Somerset) –
6 month fixed-term (3.5 days per week or
equivalent) or freelance (up to £1,900 per
month)
Marketing & communications lead (Devon) – 6
month fixed-term (3.5 days per week or
equivalent) or freelance (up to £1,900 per
month)
Marketing & communications lead (Bath and
North East Somerset) – 6 month fixed-term (3.5
days per week or equivalent) or freelance (up to
£1,900 per month)
Application deadline: Midnight, Sunday 2nd January
2022

To apply visit: https://tinyurl.com/yck63ed8

Community
focused
consultancy

The NEW Smart Communities website is now LIVE
visit: www.smartcommunities.online .
Take a tour of the site, read our case studies or review

Strategic Planning

our full service delivery supporting the South West.

Charities
Local people
Community groups
Ethnically diverse community groups
Parish & Town Councils
Community buildings
Local Authorities; District Councils, AONBs,
National Park Authorities
Clinical Commissioning Groups
Police / Crime Commissioners
Social enterprises

Community &
Economic
Development
Sustainability
& Future Planning
Research &
Evaluation

Training & Events

Get smart, get in touch with the Smart Communities
Team with your project & plans visit:
www.smartcommunities.online

Community
focused
consultancy

Smart Communities are here for you and your community
to support, deliver and find your communities voice.
Working with local and corporate clients.
We go the extra mile to achieve our client's goals, plan
new projects and source funding.

What was most useful is you
were ready to deliver and we
knew you knew what you were
doing.”

Otterhampton Village
Hall, Bishops Hull Hub and
BickWatch Electric
Vehicle Pilot Project
achieved a total of over

with the support of our
team.

Otterhampton Village Hall Chair

Get smart, get in touch with the Smart Communities
Team with your project & plans visit:
www.smartcommunities.online

Smart Communities Ltd, working together with Devon
Communities Together and Living Options Devon, have been
commissioned by Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service to
engage with specific community groups in Somerset to
understand better how the Service can help them feel safe at
home and to minimise risk. The findings will help inform the
Fire Service’s Community Risk Management Plan which sets
out the key challenges and risks facing our communities and
how they intend to meet and reduce them.

Workshops will be small, with up to 10 people, and will be
grouped around the community categories above. In each
workshop there will be a prize draw where two participants will
receive a £20 Amazon voucher, as a thank you for
participating. We will discuss a series of questions based on
the Draft Community Risk Management Plan and the questions
will be similar to those being asked as part of this consultation
survey.

If you would like to take part in any of the online
Focus Groups, please email Harry Bonnell

harry.bonnell@devoncommunities.org.uk

Who are we looking for:
Are you over 75+ years
old
Do you live alone?
Do you live in rented
accommodation?
Are you from a minority
ethnic community?

JOIN OUR FOCUS GROUPS
Monday 10 January*,
10.30am – 12pm (those
living in rented
accommodation)
Monday 17 January*,
4pm – 5.30pm (flexible,
open to all above
groups)

Navigating the Agricultural Transition
The Somerset Business Agency are able to provide free, tailored one to one advice and
business skills development workshops to help farmers and land managers navigate the
changes brought about by the Agricultural Transition.
Between 2021 and 2027, the government will gradually reduce and then stop Direct
Payments. Instead, farmers will be supported to improve the environment, improve animal
health and welfare, and reduce carbon emissions.
There will be three levels of support aimed at paying for sustainable farming practices,
creating habitats for nature recovery and making landscape-scale change such as
establishing new woodland and other ecosystem services.
The move away from Direct Payments will be a big change for some farmers, so they will
happen over a 7-year transition period to give time to plan and adjust. The Future Farming
Resilience Fund has been funded by Defra to allow us to support farmers and land
managers with this transition.
The support is free and available from September 2021 to February 2022 to any farmer or
land manager currently in receipt of BPS payments. SBA are able to support farmers
throughout Devon and Somerset.

For more information or to sign up visit:
https://www.somersetbusinessagency.org/future-farming-resilience

12th January 2022
7pm - 8pm
The Somerset Social Enterprise
network (SSEN) is delivered by the
Smart Communities team.
This is a great chance to meet
other social enterprises and likeminded people to share ideas,
successes and challenges.
Take the spotlight to highlight
your social enterprise in our
monthly network meetings.
MORE free SSEN Events are on
the website here

Join the network for FREE and be part
of the social enterprise movement in
Somerset!

Connecting Communities

Somerset Diverse Communities are excited that
our new Interfaith and Belief Co-ordinator, Carter,
started his new role in late October. Carter will be
developing an Interfaith & Belief network across
Somerset which will aim to:

promote good relations, respect, awareness and
dialogue between diverse groups across the
county.
encourage, support and organise interfaith events,
shared projects and community activities.
provide training opportunities for leaders,
community organisers and those in caring roles.

If you are interested in

build partnerships and promote the interests and

getting involved in the

concerns of faith and belief communities in
Somerset to relevant public bodies.
provide extra support to those from minority belief
and faith groups, who have less access to
culturally and religiously appropriate services and
support throughout Somerset.

network, in whatever
capacity, or would like to join
the mailing list to stay
updated - please do get in
touch!

reach across Somerset faith and belief
communities as far as possible and break down
barriers of rural isolation.

Contact Carter:
carterw@somersetrcc.org.uk

Connecting Communities

Funded by
Somerset Diverse Communities held a successful
session in partnership with the Gangmasters & Labour
Abuse Authority. This focussed on spotting the signs of
Modern Day Slavery, which is something that is
happening across the UK, including Somerset. The
session focussed on what you could do – including
apps that you can find on our website to report any
concerns that you have.

Somerset Diverse Communities are excited to introduce
the new SDC podcast - Multicultural Frome - is officially
live!
Listen to the interviews we did during the multicultural
community festival organised by Frome’s ethnic diverse
communities.

Click the link below
https://youtu.be/vMop
5XfWDn4

In October Somerset Diverse Communities held their first Polish Psychological workshop.
The program is filled with psychological exercises and a powerful dose of knowledge and
inspiration that will allow participants to better cope with challenging situations and create
a more fulfilled life in the UK.
The successful training covered: language barriers and self-confidence; cultural
differences and acceptance in the professional and private environment; self-realization,
relationships and communication, etc.

"The aim of the workshop was to focus on
psychological needs that are
expat-specific. During our sessions we
addressed cultural differences stemming
from language and values as well as
difficulties emerging from managing those
cross culturally. The workshop was a
reflective space for the participants where
they are invited to share experiences and
explore valuable resources. The workshop
guides through helpful avenues to access
mental health support and services as well
as creating a broader understanding of
how our environment influences how we
think and feel as well as functional ways of
managing their wellbeing.’’

''I am glad I can learn how to
manage my anxiety and
emotions. It is really important
to have someone that you can
talk with about your feelings,
especially if you can do it in
your native language''

When learning a language, meeting up with a

Join our fluent speaking team in 2022!

fluent speaker is the ideal opportunity to

We have learners at the ready so start

practice language skills, learn new

your volunteer journey with us!

vocabulary, and become more confident.

To find out more visit:

https://ccslovesomerset.org/language-for-learners/

2022 GRANT DEADLINES
Monday 10th January 2022
Grants for young people aged 11-24
years
The aim of The Bishop Fox’s Educational

Monday 14th March 2022
Friday 27th May 2022
Monday 22nd August 2022
Monday 31st October 2022

Foundation (BFEF) is to promote the
education of young people through a grant
scheme.
Grants for young people from or going

For full
ull ddetails
ilss oof the
t grant sscheme

to school in Taunton.

www.bfef.org.uk
w
w.bfef.oorg
o g .uk
uk or
visit:: www

School uniform grant
Capital grants for schools & youth
organisations.

Contact
act Sa
Sarah onn
saraho@somersetrcc.org.uk
ho@so
someerseetrcc.org.uk
cc or

Problem-solving, solutionfinding super heroes!

South Somerset Team
To help raise awareness of unpaid Carers and our Somerset Carers Service, our South
Somerset Village Agents have given out 150 goody bags to reach unpaid carers in their
communities over recent weeks.
We have lots of materials available - if you would like some for yourself or to have at your
centre, please get in touch on 0800 3168600 or email carers@somersetrcc.org.uk
www.somersetcarers.org

South Somerset Talking Cafés
Village & Community Agents are still taking booked appointments
due to the change in government guidance. If you or someone you
know is in need of some support, advice or a chat then please do
book a space on our local Talking Cafés. We even had a visit from
the very handsome ‘Norman’ the therapy sheep in November! (See
photo at the top of the page.)
Yeovil – The Gateway, Yeovil BA20 1QN (Wednesdays 10.30 12.30)
Chard – The Guildhall, Chard TA20 1PH (Wednesdays 10 – 12)
Langport – The Angel, Langport TA10 9PR (Thursdays 10 – 12)

Problem-solving, solutionfinding super heroes!

Taunton & West Somerset
Taunton Deane Village Agents have been out and about promoting Carers week
and offering support and advice to the many unpaid carers in our communities.
Amanda and Helen were welcomed into Morrisons in Taunton whilst Cat and
Elaine were made very welcome by Waitrose in Wellington.

We have lots of materials available - if you would like some for yourself or to have
at your local centre, please get in touch on 0800 3168600 or email
carers@somersetrcc.org.uk

Problem-solving, solutionfinding super heroes!

Taunton & West Somerset
Our Village & Community Agents have amazing links with our Community Champions in
many supermarkets who support our clients with items ranging from food, seasonal goods
such as Easter Eggs and children's toys to heaters in the winter. This year we have also
been offered Christmas trees which will be going to some local families.

Taunton Talking Cafés
We are at The Great Western Hotel Taunton (opposite new train
station new entrance) every Monday from 10am –12pm. See the
below details on how to find and parking:
The Great Western Hotel Directions

A new coffee morning has been started by one of our Agents in
Bishops Lydeard Village Hall every Tuesday morning from
10am –12pm. Now run by local volunteers who will be very
pleased to see you for cuppa, cake and chat. Anybody can
attend so if you are lonely, recently bereaved, a carer or just
fancy some company and to meet new people just go along.
Parking is available and refreshments are by donation only.

Problem-solving, solutionfinding super heroes!

Sedgemoor Team
Village Agent Kim has been working with the local community to set up Community Hubs
and cafés within the Brean and Berrow areas.
Berrow Community Hub and Café is held in Berrow Village Hall on Tuesday afternoons
from 1-3pm. The Brean Community Hub and Café is held in Brean Village Hall from 1-3pm
on Thursday afternoons. Everyone is welcome and the organisers are encouraging
residents to bring along someone who might be finding it difficult to get back out into the
community. There is always plenty of coffee, tea and cake!
Sedgemoor Digital have trained local residents as Digital Champions who will be on hand
to support anyone who lacks confidence with their computer. Sedgemoor Digital attend
once a month at both venues along with Citizens Advice and Kim, the Village Agent.

To contact Kim for more details email: kim@somersetrcc.org.uk
or call 07943 555519

Problem-solving, solutionfinding super heroes!

Mendip Team
The Mendip team currently manage a warehouse as part of the Food Resilience Taskforce,
coordinating deliveries and distribution to a huge number of community groups. These
Community Groups collect the food, box it into food parcels or cook up a storm, providing
residents in their areas with delicious home-cooked meals.
Christmas is a particularly busy time - 1500 meals will be delivered by our Agent teams to
people, and that doesn't include the meals made and created by the groups!
David Hall's volunteers from Street Baptist church, have
baked these delicious looking Mince Pie Tarts (left) - they
cook about 250 + meals a week throughout the year!
Cath and her dedicated team in Chard are (right) filling 100
Christmases in a box, for delivery on 18th December.

Money, money, money ...funding opportunities

The Elmgrant Trust is a charity which makes grants for
charitable purposes to individuals living in the south west of
England and to organisations and groups with projects in
the South West. The Trust aims to improve the quality of
local life and welfare through education, the arts and social
sciences.

For more details visit: http://elmgrant.org.uk/

Email:
info@elmgrant.org.uk
Telephone:
01803 863 160

January 6th 2022

https://ccslovesomerset.org/oil/

Money, money, money...continued

Funding for local communities developing
emergency arrangements. Previous grants have
helped to provide training and issue equipment,
such as storage huts and protective clothing etc.
This is not exhaustive and Somerset Prepared
are happy to work with communities to find the
right local solutions – so if you have an creative
idea to put into action please get in touch.
To get an idea of what has been achieved across
Somerset see their case studies and if you’d like
to request funding, please read our Advice &
Guidance , Terms & Conditions and complete the
Application Form.

Visit:
http://www.somersetprepa
red.org.uk/getsupport/funding-support/

DON'T FORGET WHEN YOU BUY
YOUR LAST MINUTE
PRESENTS!
Shop on Amazon?
Select the Community
Council for Somerset

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1069260-0

Crisis Fund

A fund for people in crisis

Our CCS Agents work with people who

Our Crisis Fund allows agents to

find themselves in situations no-one

accessfunds to pay for things to get people

should be in – without food, heating, basic

OUT of crisis & help make their lives

essentials or at a life-changing moment in

instantly better.

their lives, but poverty is preventing them

We are in desperate need of funds for the

from moving forward.

Crisis Fund as the unprecedented demand
during the pandemic has depleted the
resource.

Please donate – every £ helps immeasurably!
A young man hadn’t eaten
in three days & couldn’t
afford the bus fare to a job
interview 20 miles away.
Our Agents were able (with
the crisis fund) to provide
basic nourishment & buy
him a bus ticket. He got the
job, and was able to apply
for social housing nearby.

Make a real difference to people's lives
If you love Somerset, please support the people and communities who live in the county
by donating to the our Crisis Fund.
You can donate directly to our Crisis Fund via our Local Giving page.

https://localgiving.org/charity/somersetcrisisfund/

VINEY COURT
VINEY STREET
TAUNTON
SOMERSET
TA1 3FB
INFO@SOMERSETRCC.ORG.UK
WWW.CCSLOVESOMERSET.ORG
COMPANY LIMITED BY
GUARANTEE
NO. 3541219
CHARITY NO. 1069260

/Ruralsomerset
/RuralSomerset

/lovesomerset
/CC4Somerset
/company/community-councilfor-somerset
Sign up to receive the CCS Thatch Bulletin.
www.ccslovesomerset.org/sign-up
Don’t forget, once you join you can
unsubscribe at any time and we only hold
the information you provide on our online
subscribers mailing list.

If you are receiving the Thatch
Bulletin it is because you have signed
up to receive the newsletter via our
online subscriber button or responded
to our GDPR email notification.
We define this as ‘legitimate interest’
and are processing your data (i.e.
storing your email address and using it
to send you this newsletter) on this
lawful basis. To find out how we use
your personal information more
generally see
https://ccslovesomerset.org/ccspolicies
If you would like to opt-out of
receiving future copies, please use the
unsubscribe button at the bottom of
all our emails or contact
info@somersetrcc.org.uk

